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Quite recently Mr. W. G. Neal returned
here from a four month’s sojourn in the
Belingwe district, during which time he
has, in conjunction with Mr. George
Johnson, been engaged in the exploration
of some recently discovered ancient ruins.

They have discovered and brought in
some iuteresting as well as valuable ex-
amples of gold fashioned into & variety of
forms, such as gold beads, wire, nails,
beaten out sheet, filagree work, copper,
jron, strang or covered with gold, &c.,
which indicate a very fairly advadced stage
of civilization, being superior to anything
the Matabele were able to accomplish. Mr
Neal has now examined more than two
bundred separate ruins in this country
during the past four years and has arrived
at certain conclusions respecting them.
The letters written by Portugese Jesuit
priests, preserved in the archives of Lisbon
do not date back more than 400 years, but
recent exploration has demonstrated that,
in many cases the statements written
then are quite trustworthy, and that tra.
dition orally handed down really does de-
scribe the facts. Tradition says that the
people of that period, the sixteenth century
living in this country, wore cloth inter-
woven with gold thread. This they have
discovered to be a fact, as (some years
ago) they found a corpse buried in & ruin
situated in the Umtilikwe Hills, near the
Shangsni River. The fabric was in & more
or less decayed condition.

Mr. Neal’s investigations lead him to the
conclusion that the ruins are to be reterred
to mainly two distinct periods, each of
which was historically ot long duration.
At the Mambo ruins, better known by the
native name of Dhlolo, lying some sixty
miles east ot Bulewayo on the Inseza belt,
the discoveries made indicate that these
ruins were occupied by two different
periods. The lower stonework exposed
by excavation is similer in its elaborate
character to that of Zimbabwe, whereas
the additions done by the latter inhabitants
are crude in design and rough in execu-
tion, and more after the style of stone-
work done by the Basutos today. It was
doubtless, therefore, built about four hun-
dred years sgo. At this particular mine
two cannon of Portuguese manufacture
were discovered, one a brass breech-loader,
and other an iron muzzle-loader. Ad-
ditional finds were the private silver seal
of & Jesuit priest, an incense censer, silver
bells, Egyptian bronze oil lamp, jewelry of
modern manufacture, gold filagree work
earrings, portions of silver plate wrought
with embossed work in the design of a
vine and grapes, and a gold coin or medal-
lion somewhat smaller than a flve-pound
piece. Ou one side of this the surface
was perfectly smooth, the other had a
design in relief, exquisitely wrought, of
two birds|fighting over a heart, and so
clear that you could see the feathers fall-
ing through the air. Unfortunately it is
believed that this beautiful relic, which
was hauled over to Dr. Jameson, has been

lost.

In addition to the articles discovered
which have mentioned, a considerable
quantity of mauufactured as well as raw
gold was discovered, which goes to prove
that in those days when communication
took so long, the Jesuit Mission station of
that period was selt supporting, and msy
even have been the medium ofa consider-
able amount ot trade. It is probable that
the inhabitants of the station were extin-
guished one day unexpectedly by a bostile
tribe of savages, as very nearly seven hun-
dred ounces jof gold were discovered in
these ruins, which would have been in those
days quite a large amount of wealth. It
would appear that the priest and his people
filled in the ruin as they found it, for on
excavating to a depth of filteen feet the
old floors and walls ot the original ancients
who built these forts, or whatever they
may be called, were found. Here on
these old floors gold beads, etc., were
found of an saltogether different pattern
from those ditcovered on the upper floors.

Throughout the whole course ot Mr.
Neal's previous investigations in all the
rains it has been his special aim and objsct
to locate the workshop and smelting fur
naces, but hitherto all his efforts in this
direction have been beffled, as although
portions of gold crucibes (tbat is, pots used
to melt go'd in), havefbeen found in some
cases, yet the exact spot used by the work-
men ot the past has not been identifi-d.
This time success hss been attsined which
is satisfactory although the results were
rather disappointing. The crucibles more
or less hroken with a few/emall beads of

visible gold still adhering to the surface
were found, and Mr. Neal was‘ after very
careful working, enabled to make a rough
shetch of the site ot the furnace and its im-
mediate surrounding. The result was

On another point Mr. Neal hszards a con-
jecture, which is at any rate plausible, and
in support of which some eviderce can be
adduced. It relates in the first place to the
sheet of beaten gold, which was probably
overlaid on wood, and secured by the gold
nails discovered, covering either some sa-
cred idol, rod or staff of office.

The great question still remains. ‘Who
were these people ' Now, taking Biblical
history as the most authentic, gold was
very plentiful in the time of King Solomon.
He and also the Queen of Shelba possessed
a great deal of it ; in the great Temple it
was largely used for decorative purposes,

e e

owed to him by a tenant named Callahan
that he was going to evict him, and then,
rather imprudently, called in person at the
house to see what effect this threat had
produced.

It chanced that Callahan was not at
home, but bis wife was. She induced the
landlor! to remain, saying to him, as he
alleged, that her husband would be in
presently, and would do the landlord no
harm.

Before long Csllaban arrived, and im-
mediately proceeded to give the professor
a very hard beating. The professor had
the man and his wife called into court, and
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divappointing in two ways first, because no
goodly store of gold was found ; and, sec
ondly, the smelting furnace was no elabor
ate device, but simply constructed in the
style like that adopted by the Ariatic Indian
and gold and silversmith ot today and
built of clay. The effect is that no light is
really thrown on the question of whether
these people were in an advanced stage of
civilizetion, or were only very primifive
workers. Were they thorough adepts in
their profession, in short what and who
were they P The clay furnace, a rudely
shaped receptacle, contained the amala-
gem to be smelted in the pellets or cakes,
and any doid bubbling or splashing over
settled in the clay, which gradually accu
mulated, fresh layers of clay being added
from time to time. In one of these fur-
naces six separate layers were found,
which on being broken up, disclosed small
pieces of smelted gold. What fluxes were
used to expedite the process it is impos-
sible to say, but probably this could be
ascertained by an analysis of the residue
adhering to the sides of thg crucibles.

The peculiar pellets, which at first sight
lock like lead or shot, if cut will be found
to be alloy, and, further, on subjecting
them to fire, there will exude tiny beads of
white metal, which 18 without doubt mer-
cury. At last only the small bright yellow
gold button is left. It appears, therefore,
quite certain that quicksilver was known to
and used by, these people. Copper was
also known, smelted copper having been
found, and probably they fashioned bang.
les out ot copper and overlaid them with
gold bands, as portions of iron bangles
treated in this way have been discovered.
Mr. Neal is of opinion that silver was not
known jo these ancient workers in precious
metals, as the only ruins where silver bas
been found so far are thoee of Dhlolo, and
the silver bangles, beads, &:., are proba-
bly due to the Jesuit priest. It is not im-
probable that he or his people exchanged

silver for gold, a larger quantity of the

‘ormer for a rmaller quantity of the latter.

the ¢xpression ‘beaten gold’ being very
noticeable, gold naile are not mentioned.
Now the Queen ot Shelba must have ob-
tained gold through the trading ot her
merchants. Further, it is A very curious
fact that Mr. Neal has discovered carved
on bowls made of soapstone figures of the
ibis, or sacred bird of Egypt, as well as
portions of Egyptian pottery, so there
seems no doubt there was a close connec
tion between these ancient metal workers
and the land of the Nile.

Probably nearly the whole of the world’s
tupply ct gold came from Africa during
Biblicai times. Since thbis period the Sol-
ala and Sabi have been familiar but even
up to the present time Sofala an the jeast
coast is a rich port, and although the sea
now covers the town cr city that used to be
there, gold ornaments, &c., can be picked
up for the such of them, and the Sabi is in
Rhodesia so that these tacts ponts to the
conclueion that Rhodesia must have yeilded
the goid of that period. Not ovly has gold
bidden away been discovered, but the mode
of burial practiced by these ancient paople
has been clearly made out, and also the
fact that they were interred with all their
jewelry. In the case of the remains of
the [giant previously mentioned twelve
ounces o gold ornaments were found.
So far no writing or hieroglyphics have
been found, or inscription of any kind,
and the only possible chance of discover-
ing the key to the grand secret lies hidden
10 Zimbabwe.

Ignorant of Slang.

The talk ot the day—current slang, we
may call it—sometimes means just the op-
posite of what the words themselves plain-
ly express. For exsmple, ‘quite a little’
invariably means a good deal. There is
another current phrase which has a para-
doxi:al siguification, as a story told by a
New Orleans paper illustrates.

In that city there is a college professor,
accustomed, of ccurse, toa learned atmos
phere only, who owns several bouscs. He

bad attempted in vain to collect some renmt

it at once became an ugly feature of the
case that the woman bad tried to allure
the landlord into a trap. But she declared
flatly that she had warned him that her
husband would give bim a whipping when

be came in
¢ Now repeat to us,” said one of the

lawyers, calling the landlord agsin to the
stand, ‘““what Mrs. Callahan said te you.”

“She assured me positively that her
busband had no intention of maltreating

“Yes, but what did she say P”

“She gave me to understand—"

“Oh,” said the[judge, ‘‘give us her own
words.”

“Very well, sir,” said the landlord.
“She said, ‘when Mike comes home he
won’t do a thing to you I'”

The hilarity which followed this explana-
tion may have softened the judge’s heart a
little, for be declared that this ought to
have been regarded as a warning rather
than as an assurance of safety.

Quick Work,

Rome was not built in a day but then
Rome was very much behind the times.
Things are done more quickly now. On
the outskirts of Chicago a feat was accom-
plished not long ago that would bave
astonished Rome. It may be a little
astonishing even to present day readers.

A contract was signed on Friday for the
building of a church. The document stip-
ulated that the church should be ready for
dedication on the following Sunday. Jusg
one clear day was left for the erection of
the building, whih was to accomodate
three thousand persons.

At four o’clock on the morning of Sat-
urday the work was begun, and at seven
o’clock that evening the men were putting
in windows, hanging doors, and getting in
the electric lights, which were especially
provided for in the contract. No floor was
laid, and there was no time to gather up
the shavings, but by twelve o’clock that
night all else was done, and the dedica-
tion services were held on the following
day.

Almost as wonderful a feat, and one in
which haste was more justifiable, was the
building of a field hospital, and having it
ready for patients in exactly one hour from
the time when it was begun.

Doctor Hofgraeff, an army surgeon, un-
dertook to demostrate to the Austrian mili-
tary authorities that eight men could build
a hospital fifty by twenty feet in an hour.

All materials were ready, and no tools
were required, Sleepers, panels, bolts,
rods, waterproof packing, all were prepar-
ed before hand, every plug for its hole
and every groove for its setting. There
was nothing to do but to pnt the bnilding
togeher.

The value of a hospital that can be erect-
ed on the spot at such a short notice needs
no demostration.

When Extremes Meet,

Editor-in Chief: ‘I understand young
Bluegore, the millionsire’s son, has gone
in for journalism?’

City Editor: ‘Yes. He’s on my stgff.’

Editor-in-Chief : ‘And what do you think
of bim ?’

City Editor: ‘Well, he’s a uniqus figure

in journalism ’
ditor-in-Chief: ‘You don’t say P’
City Editor: ‘Yes. He’s at once the
richeet and poorest reporter in the city.’

‘Do you think he’s a real nobleman ?’

‘I know he’s not.’

*What makes you so sure P’

‘He’s been devoting himself to a girl
with no money.’
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OMEN and Women Only, especially mothers, are most competent to
appreciate the purity, sweetness, and delicacy of CuTiICURA SoaP and

to discover new uses for it daily. Its remarkable emollient, cleansing,
and purifying properties, derived from CUTICURA, the great skin cure and
purest of emollients, wa-rant its use in preserving, purifying, and beautifying
the skin, scalp, hands, and hair, and in the form of baths and solutions for
annoying irritations, itchings, inflammations, and chafings, too free or offen-
sive perspiration, and also in the form of washes for ulcerative weaknesses,
as well as many sanative, antiseptic purposes, which will readily suggest
themselves. All that has been said of CUTICURA SOAP may also be said of
CuticurA Ointment which should be used after the SoaAp, in the severer

cases, to hasten the cure.

Complete External and Internal Treatment for Every Humour.
Consisting of CUTICURA So0AZ, to cleanse the skin of crusts and scales
and soften the thickened cuticle, CuTicURA Ointment, to instautly allay

often sufficient to cure the most torturing, dlsﬂmring, and humili-
a

itching, inflammation, and irritation, and soothe and henl, and ('vTI-
CURA RESOLVENT, to cool and cleanse the blood. A SINGrLe Spr is

8 -r ating skin, sealp, and blood humours, with loss of

ir, when all

else fails. PPoTTER DRUG AND CuEM. Corep,, Sole Props,, Bostoun,

U.B. A, *“Becrets for Women,” sent free.
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