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Mr. Geo. Roberson has not got his dry 
dock scheme through the councii yet. The 

special meeting of the aldermen called 
for the first of the week was for the pur- 
pote of passing t' e agreement and giving 

the promoter all that he wants to go to the 

old country with but an unexpected obsta- 
cle cropped up in the person of Mr. Baxter 

representing Mejor Gordon and the gran 

ite workers. Messrs Sleeth, Quinlan & Co. 

These gentlemen evidently came to the 
conclusion that they should lock after 

their interests. They lease land from the 

city and have done sc for years, snd when 

they found out that they were to be rem v- 

ed to moke room for the imperial dry deck 

company they concluded to make a protest. 

Their lease expired last November and 

like ¢1l other city lestes it must be sur- 

rendered it the Corporstion wants to pay 

for the improvements. The ‘‘improve- 

ments” these parties contend are practi- 

cally nothing save the ehells of o'd wooden 

buildirgs in which their business is carried 

on. To eimply pay them for those struc- 

tures and order thom away would mean a 

great lors to them. 
This was the position that Mr. Baxter 

placed before the council and it came ag a 

surprise to many of the aldermen who h'd 

a spirit of fsirness in them. Mr. Baxter 

was wire enough not to take the council 

by the throat and demand a renewal of bis 

clients lease. Instead, he gave the Cry 

dock scheme a lot ot taffy while at the 

same time be impressed upon the alder 

men that it was in no sense a reality 

as yet. He made ss muh use 

as possible of the fact that bis ten- 

ants bsd not asked apy reduction in 

water rates, that they paid their taxes and 

other city charges. ‘hey had been on 

this city lot for years snd to be summarily 

removed now was not fair. He asked that 

there shculd be some delay snd that Mr. 

Robertson, representing the Dock company, 

a commi'tee of aldermen and the represen- 

tatives of his clients meet snd come to 

some arrangement whereby they could 

continue their operations and m: ke some 

plans for the future. 

It was interceting to pote just Fow this 

stuck the council. Ald. Christie was par- 

ticularly indignant that the plens of the 

council should be interfered with and the 

ex-mayor delayed on his trip to the old 

country. He becsme somewbat abusive of 

those aldermen who favored a fair hearing 

for the gentlemen Mr. Bep'er represented 

and, as usu:), he and Ald. Colwell had a 

tilt ard « xpresred bow little they cared for 

each others opinion. 

The chairman of the Board of Works 

bas pot the same grip ;as be used to have. 

The council does not always say yea to 

bis proposition as they used to. He 

made short work ot the water extension 

to Spruce Lake two years sgo and pushed 

the Cushing contract through, but it has 

been so costly to the city that the people 

are beginnig to ark who is responsible. 

The agreement tbat Recerder Skinner 

bas drawn up is tometbing wonderful in 

its way. It tock bim nearly two bours to 

resd it one dey and the aldermen were 

very tired of it before he was done. Two 

thirds of them did not understand half of 

what be read and only ore of them at- 

tempted to follow him on the plan. If 

Mr. Robertson suggested all the things 

tit Mr. Skinner touched upon in that 

sgreemert he has been a very busy man. 

The gerercsity of the city was never 

shown in quite so marked a degree. 

Wharves have been given away, railroads 

and elevators passed over to foreign cor- 

porations but the rights and privileges 

given to the Imperial Dry Dock company 

are so remarkable that it is little wonder 

they want to rush the agreement thrcugh 

aod say nothing abcut it. 

The interruption of Mr. Baxtei’s clients 

was fortunate. There was another chance 

‘to air 1he tubject. Mr. Roberton was pres 

ent and be was beard. His etyle of speech 

vould rot suit Ald Christie if that gentle- 

m.n was opposed to him. He was so plain 

with the council as to surprise those who 

bed pot heard him talk before. In bis 

poritive way he laid down the condition’s 

and they simply smounted to this *‘I must 

rot be hampered.” He impresced one with 

the idea that instead of getting great fav- 

ors and concessions from the council he 
was conferring one upon them and all the 

citizens in undertakirg the cry dock pro- 
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ject, yet up to this tifle he has succeeded 

in keeping sll information. 

concerning the probability, of the success 

of his scheme from the mayor and alder- 

men. Certainly this state of affairs is re- 

markable. The city is not only giving 

away its land but its rights about the 

proposed cite and those who have ques. 

tioned the wirdom ot this wholesale gift 

say that the city is providing itself with a 

legacy of litigation that will put Spruce 

Lake in the ehade. 

In spite of this the pre ject is being rei’ 

road-d through even more rapidly chan the 

Spruce Liske prcject was. it wil be re- 

membered that Ald. Christie had the ¢x- 

tension in charge. He wanted a pulp mill 

at Union| Point snd the city was to supply 

it with water at a ridiculous price. The 

sgreement had to be signed by the ¢i'y be- 

tore tte premoter could get the capital to 

erect the mill and cay after day this alder- 

man dinned away at the aldermen to 

undert ke the work and eign the contract. 

It wae done. Msyor Robertron was in the 

cha'r curing the early stag.s of the pro- 

ject and he protested sgainst too much 

rash, but in vain. The 2lderm'n were then 

as now scteme crazy. Their cry wis 

“Industries” *‘Industricc” and now it is 

“Dry Deck ” 

Well, Chairmen Christie succeeded in 

getting the council to chime in with bis 

views. He bad escme opposition from 

Mayor Sears tut be brushed that aside and 

went abead. The city is paying for his 

acts now. They h:ve spent nobody knows 

exactly how much, to pay land damages. 

The ficst bill was between thirty and forty 

thousand dollars and eince then a score of 

clsims have been settled and there are 

mary more to come. Only the 

other day Mr. Deen got 25.00 

and z2nybody who kn*w just now his land 

was sffected stood aghast at the amount. 

The arbitrators had to be paid too in ad- 

dition. What a snsp they have had out 

of Spruce Lake water extension ! 
Nearly one bundred thousand dollars 

were spent months before for the iron 
pipe. The pipes have been laid and the 

bills paid and probably seme $75 000 peid 

already in claims and yet not a drop of 

water has come through the new mein yet. 

Now ex-mayor Robertson is promoting 

a ‘rcheme far more chimercal than the 

Cushing Pulp mill was. He bas not given 

the assurances those gentlemen did and he 

is getting privileges that sre the most v-l- 

usable on the West side. To consi ‘er the 

manner in whch the aldermen dispose of 

the city property on thet side of the 

harbor one wculd think that the water 

front was unlimited. The end is very near 

and the councl is bastening it by their 

eagerness to pass the dry dock sgreement 

Up River Ftiquetie. 

A short time sg, in fact just before the 

late besvy rain robbed us of most of the 

snow, two up river ycung men, fellows 

living in the Washademoak district, shot 

a mcose and hid the meat in & big bank 

ot the aforesaid snow in the New Casnan 

district. The biding of the meat pricked 

the curiosity of Geme Warden Belyea, who 

suspected the animal had been snared and 

not killed in a true sportsmanlike way. 

Accordingly he sought about to diepense 

law in a disagreeable form to the owners 

of the meat whereupon they became very 

wroth and pummelled the offi ial out- 

rageously, finally convincing him that the 

moose had been shot and that they bad 

only put itin the snow to prese ve it. 

Mr. B:lyea upon this explanation became 

quite cooled off and invited bis would be 

prisoners, but upon their refusirg he grew 

angry for the second time and laying com- 

plaint at once had the discourteous hunters 

arrested snd fined for assault and battery. 

Mott Unique Hockey. 

A most interesting hockey match was 
hild in tbe old Loyalist Burying Ground 
on Tuesday afternoon, in which a horde of 

shouting street urchins participated. The 

contest with its tin can (puck) and scantl- 

ing, (hockey sticks) was perhsps the most 

unique in local history of the popular sport. 

Most unusual were the surroundings’ to say 

nothing of the merits of the icy battle. 

The headstones of two of the town's most 

revered forefathers were used as goal posts 

at one cnd, parts of a broken tomb serv- 

ipg as the opposite objective point;— 

the tomato can singing a merry tims be- 

tween. With ruthless etep the urchin 

spurned tbe resting places ot the citys 

pioneers snd perched contentedly on a 

nearby sarcophagus a dc z n smaller ‘Chbim- 

mie Faddens’ dangled their ‘eet and scream- 

ed their delight »s the game progressed. 

Fdddish travellers mty bold their five 

v'cjock teas on the pyramids of Egypt, and 
the less sensitive may experience ncvel 

sensations in eating glunchion among 

Italian catacombs, but coming right down 

to St. John a hockey match over the sac 

red bones of tha city’s founders is indeed a 

novelty of more then sporting intecest. 

Ancther Loen]l Boer, 

One oi the city’s swellest and most popu 

‘1 rlo tleries was the b t'legrommd. T e 
Boer forces were ably represented by a 
prominent contractor, and the British cause 
bad as its champion an ¢ qually prominent 

man, a hardware mapulacturer and 

worthy citizen. The South African war 
was at length epproached in their con 

versation cver the wine, when a scowl 

swept over the florid features of tbe con- 
tractor and emitting an osth declared 

“ The British soldiers shculd be swept off 

the face of the earth!” Friendship and 
courtesy here took flight ia the being of 

tte hardware manufac'urer. He shot out 
his brawoy arm and caught the local Boer 

full on the tac-, sending him to ths tiled 

floor ina beap. It was no boxers tap but 
heavyweight's knockcut and it required 

several triends of the contract. r to help 

bim to a coach. He stayed bome a couple 

of days. 

Tre Park Next summer, 

The St. John Horticultural Association 

bolds its annusl meeting on Wednesday. 

Gardener Knott will submit bis report 

which will tell of the plans for next sum- 

mer at Rockwood. The garden arca will 

be sown wi'h lawn erass seed and the mez 

ot walks and paths laid out as on the plans 
of landscape architect Vaux of New York. 

Another new {fountain will be placed in 

position and the greenhouse removed to a 
position outside the gardens. The bog 

ori the way to the Icke from Burpee 
Avenue is to be reclaimed. 
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The Trustees’ Mistake : 
The St Jchn School Board can hardly 

be eccused of being a far sighted body, as 
several occasions of late years have de- 

monstrated. Their latest busiress stroke 
of questionable cleverness is in connection 
with the Aberdeen school on Erin street. 

Pretty rearly everybody koows that 
Messrs Peters’ the tanners nave purchased 

the old Fraser shipyard adjoining the 
school, swallowing up in the purchase all 

the land to the routh of the Aberde mn 
building as tar ss the railway track and 

up close to the school itself, going around 
the re:cr of it and including sever.l broken 

spaces nearer Marsh Road. In ebort they 
now own all the availablé ground in that 
vicinity with the exception ot twen'y feet 

on either mde of the educs‘ional i.stitu 

tion. The School Bosrd baraly own the 

land their building stands on. 

The fact of the School Boaru’s short- 

sightedness in 1895 when they purchased 

the small block of ground for the school 

will cost them a cool thousand of dolla‘s 

at this later stage—a result of the false 

economy #0 often precticed by civic bodies 

in St. John. 

When the land was bargained for the 

School Board made no provision whatever 

for a playground. They apperently thought 
this a matter of no concern whatever. 

Gloating no doubt over the prospect ot an 

almost unlimited ar~a for recrea’ion in the 

shipyard adjoining ard the streets about, 

all ot which would be free, atsolu’ely free, 
they ignored ome of the most important 

factors in the sc'ool, its playground. It 

never occurred to them, perhaps, that in 

future years the shipyard acjoining would 

be bought up and ured and the school 

cr>mpassed about, ro as to choke cff even 

the smallest breathing place for the child- 

ren. But this is ex+ctly what has occurred. 

Messrs. Peters have secured the whole 

of the Fraser yard, paying $3500 for it— 

said to be a mere song. In 95 the School 

Doard psid $1000 for the Aberdeen build- | 
ing plot of land, and just at present they 

are down on their knees, so to spesk, 

beggiog an easy agreement with Messrs. 

Peters, for enough ground to sllow the 

bundreds of pupils in that district breath- 

ing room at recess bours. It 1s sale to 

state the price they will have to pay will 

be nothing less than the cost ot the "sad 

the building now stands on, one thousand 

J. F. HAWKINS. 
Age, 22 yesrs, student at law in the « flice of F'. 

F. Mcl eod, Fredericton. An excellent rifle shot 

and accustomed '0 roughing it in the wilderness of 

New Brunswick fn pursuit of pame, A member of 

Capt. McLeod's Company No. 7 71 Ba't. with the 

Mounted R fl-s. 

dollars. Indeed that will be an easy price 

and the Peter's have no particular love 
just at present for the local powers, so 

they may “tuck on” a little. At anyrate 
they are the masters of the situation. 

If no agreement sbout a pliyground is 

reached sad the pupils are barred out alto- 
gether, the street with its railway crossings, 

its passing teams and other elements of 
danger to primary scholars will be the al- 

ternstive. And yet isn’t there a law against 
this ? The whole sffair is a muddle, and 

the city is the muddled party. 
Referring to playgrounds, what school 

building in the city erjoys a real gocd 

space for the recreation of its pupils ? Vic 

toria school has a cooped up yard, so has 

St. Joseph's adjoining. Lsinster street, a 

ruin of the big fire ; Centennial has a few 

feet of ron railed land, the High School, 

i 
what is left of Chipmau’s field ; St Peter’s, 
a rocky slope of no length nor breadth, 
Indiantown school, Victoria Bquare dump ; 

Winter street, a fairly good space, snd 

Douglas Avenue school,’on the outek rts of 
town, a pret'y good area for the children 

to play in. St Joho boasts no carefully 

made recreation grounds, nor is it ever 

likely to, un'il the boys of todey who are 
suffering for such, become the Common 

Council, the mayor, the S P C. A. the 

School Board, and the girls cons'itute the 
Womens Council and other influential 

0-ganizations. 

ATFOOR ICE C OP. 

Is Tce Cream Going to be High Next Sums 

m:'r, 

Unless Jack Frost soon wikes up and 

gets down to steady business egsin the ice 

crop for 1900 will be almost a complete 
failure and to quote a humorous parsgraph- 

er, *‘we will be baving our ic? sent by mail 

next summer,” so tiny will the cakes un. 

doubtedly be. 
Juet at pretent the ice harvesting sea- 

son should be at its height, but instead of 

that it is fully tbree weeks, or perbaps 

a month bebind hand. Very little 

ice has been cut on Lily Lake and 
still a lassar qrantity on Hazen's 
Lake where Messrs Law get their supply. 
Unless the weather becomes steadily cold- 

er and the winter drags out longer than 

usual those interested in the cooling busines® 

will be in a much perturbed state of mind, 

as well as demoralized financially. 

Several attempts at cutting on the lakes 

above mentioned have been other than 

well repaid, in most instances the ice hard- 

ly exceeding eleven inches in thickness. 

Two let is the desired depth of a czke and 

as a general rule the sizes hover about this 

mark. What the ice dealers want beside 

a cold spell just now is p'enty of srow in 
order that their hauling mav be facilitated. 

Just fancy next summer paying as much 
for your ice and your ice creem as you 
would for the richest of delicacies! 

The icemen are distracted, bow would 
you like to be that personage now ? 

They Can’t Keep Bim Down, 

H. B Hetherington of (Q1eens County, 

the well known Conservative organizer and 

supporter of Hon. G. E. Foster's interests 

in that county, serms to be a muh 

thought of man by even some of 
the biggest toadein the Liberal camp 
puddle. Only a short time ago the 
Hon. J Israel Tarte was so taken 

with some of Mr. Hetherington's 
speeches that he had them published 

in bis little French prper La Patrie. 
The object ofmaking so much of 
these addresses wis to try to prove 
that away down in Queens County 

the Conservatives were making a 
canvass on religious lines, but the 
attempt was not a howling succers 
apparently. 

However Mr. Hetherington is 

still engag:d in what he terms the 

‘good work,” converting old and 
time-tired followers of the govern- 
ment party into logical adherents to 

the cause upheld by Sir Charles 

Tupper and his believers. Upon 
the next general election he claims 

the county of Queers will return an 

H. opposition member by 300 or 400 

msjority. The recent municipal 
elections of the county, which were 

runon federal lines, turned out to be 

a clean sweep for the Conservatives 
and close observers, says Mr. 

Hetherington, say this is a promising in- 

dication of how the big voting contests 
will result as soon as the dey arrives. 

Did You Get a No'ice? 

Thursday was ‘notice day” with land 

lords and tenants, did you get yours ? or 

did you ‘e'l the man who knows all about 
rent days that you were going to look for 

another house ? Now that this prelim- 
ary stage of the household question is pass. 

ed the next thing to do is to go “boure- 
hunting.” The great uncertainty of secur- 
irg a new home is re t'ed and follows that 
culmination of all thats disareeable, 
moving day. 

Correspondents Wantrd. 

Progress would like to secure society 

correspo. dents in Kingston, Kent, Hart- 
land and Newcastle. Please send sample 
letter with application. 
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