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FIFTY THOUSAND GONE.

Three Banks Lose That Amount of Money by Discounting
Forged Notes—Many Names Used.
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When Judge Ritchie entered and took
his seatin the police court Wednesday
aiternocn, a minute or two before half
past ¢wo_o'clock the small number present
wouldnot indicate that any particular in-
terest,was being felt in the preliminary ex-
amination of so prominent and well known
a citizen as Frederick 8. Whittaker, who
stands charged with one of the most seri-
us crimes a business man can be guilty of.

The ;unusual secrecy that had hovered
around the proceedings may account for
the absence of the ususl curious crowd.
When ProGress looked around the clerk,
Mr. Henderson,was seated at his desk and
two or three of the usual assortment of con-
stables lounged near the doors. Inspector
of buildings Maher was reading the morn-
ing paper and two or three gentlemen
from Nova [Scotia, witnessesin the case,
were seated within the railing. Just then
the portlyiform of President Manchester
of the Bank of New Brunswick appeared in
the area usually assigned to spectators.
Police courts are not common with this
gentleman and (he may be excused for
taking a seat upon the prisoners bench
which he quickly changed when a hesita
ting constable jinformed him of his error.
Recorder Chas. N. Skinner and Judge A.
I. Trueman were observed fl.tting about in
the ante_rooms and soon entered the court
room accompanied by Manager Schofisld
of the Bank of New Brunswick. Mr. L. A,
Curreyjthen followed and Sergeant Hip-
well left],the’room with [an order for the
accused. He soon returned and Mr.
Whittaker was with him. Without glanc.
ing at{any person he took a chair near Mr.
Currey{snd kept his eyes upon the floor.
His face spoke of the fearful strain he has
been under, and those who have known
and respected him for years felt the great-
est regret that he was in such & position.

The charge was not read because it had
been on afprevious day but in brief it was
an information laid by the Bank of New
Brunswick through its mansger that F S.
Whittakerjhad issued forged notes and had
them discounted in the bank. Several of
them were]produced in the court and three
merchants{from Nova Scotia,Messrs Smith
ot Windsorjand S. A. Crowell of,Yarmouth
were present tolgive evidence. The Messrs
Smith do a shipping business in Windsor.
It seems they operate individually and in
partnership. The names of Chas. De
Wolte Smith, John M. Smith and Bennett
Smith & Son's were signed to the notes
and each of themjwas endorsed by Whit-
taker & Co. and,Mansger Schofield said in
his informations, discounted for his benefit.
Therel was another note signed by S. A.
Crowell & Co.jend Mr. Crowell wae there
to denylthat the signatnre was his. He
agreed though that there was a decided
resemblance t¢ his handwriting and that in
his opinion it was calculated to deceive any
back} manager. All of the notes were
msde|psyable six months atter date. This
it seems is the custom in marine insurance
business and this was Mr. Whittaker’s
business. Most of those produced in court
would not fall due for two or three months
but the Bank of New Brunawick has a
custom of potifying the maker of a note
when it is discounted of the transaction
arfii there is anything wrong detection is
apt to follow. When Mr. C. de W. Smith
was notified that his note in favor of Whit-
taker & Co. for $501 dated May 17 had
been discounted by the bank he knew of
no transaction calling for such a piece of
paper and he wrote the bank to that effect.
This caused investigstion and discovery.

The evicence of the Messrs. Smith and
Mr. Crowell was!about the same. Each
and all of them denied having given Mr.
W littaker any notes and denied that the
signatures were theirs. They slso denied
giving anybody authority to sign. Each
of the witnesses signed his name on a elip
of paper and it was attached to the forged
note and put in evidence. PrOGRESS is
able to print facsimiles of those signatures
and readers may judge for themselves how
closely the forged and the real agree.

The notes were passed around for in-
spection and it was seen that in every case
the body of the note was filled out by the
ssme band that wrote the endorsement
“Whittaker & Co.” The memos in the
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corner of some of the notes were in the
same handwriting. For example John M.
Smith owns or manages a vessel called
*‘Melba.” Oa a note for $450 purported
to be rigned by him the name ‘Melba’
was written in the left hand corner. This
would seem to indicate that the note was

given for insurance in connection with

that vessel. On another note for $601

signed by Bennett Smith & Sons the words

“Nebuka, $5,000 @ 12 per cent” were
written in the corner. Messrs. Bennett
Smith & Sons manage the vessel Nebuka
but Mr. Smith said vo ruch transaction had
taken place.

This was about the sum and substance
of the evidence. Mr. Currey who appeared
for Mr. Whittaker, did not ask any
questions but contented himself with mak-
ing an objection or two to certain evidence.
Oaly once did Mr. Whittaker take any in-
interest in tte proceedings and that was
when the $112 note was being inquired
into. Then he leaned gv*r and whispered

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR.)

FACSITIILES OF SIGNATURE,

The Forgeries are First and the Genuine Signature as Signed in Court are Dir-

ectly Underneath—What The Endorsement Looked Like,

PaeE 1—A bhighly interesting budget of lo-
cal matters.

Paer 2.—~Life at Cape Nome, and choice
miscellany.

PAGE 8,—~Musical and Dramatic.
Paae 4.~Editorial on Our British Fair

Play, A Subsci.ber's Annoymous 2 |
Letter, Great Russia Railroad, ete.

Poetry.

Joys and Woes of Other Places.

And several columus of bright
happenings about town, §
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pnru of the nnmme provinces.

Paek 9.—Town Tales including:
How 8t. John People Gamble.
The Groom's Gitt made Trouble.
One Husband's Plan.
Mistaken for Mons. Falconio.
Magistrate Ritchie on Child Beat-

ing.

8t. John Men No Exception.

PacEs 10 and 15.—~A new short serial story
in two instalments, *‘‘Felly and
Fate.”

Paegr 11,--Sunday Reading—including
Father's Failures and Mother's
Mistakes.

PAGE 12,—A very interesting description ot
Sir Roberi Hart, China’s English
Mandarip, and his labors.

Pae¢e 13.-~Chat et the Boudoir—fashion
fancies from all the big cities.

PAeE 14.—The Woman Tyrant of China.
Selected miscellany. Flashes of
Fun,

Paex 16,—'“The Wolves of the Baraboos”—
Births, deaths and marriages of
the week in the maritime provinces,

SPENT A NIGHT IN A CELL. :

Young O'Donnell of Hallfax Arrested on Re-
quest was not Used Right, Bays the Judge.

Early visitors to the police station
Thursday morning saw a tall good look-
ing gentleman talking to the sergeant in
charge upstairs. Nothing about bim
would indicate that he was connected with
any police force, yet inquiry revealed that
he was Detective Power of Halifax. He
was here after Percy O'Donnell, a
young gentlemen who has been here for

3

WORTHLESS HUSBANDS.

The Work of the Associated Charities Revealing a Whole Lot
of Them in This City.
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The attention of ProGress has been
called to a North End father, who in diff-
erent ways has not come up to the stand-
ard he promised to maintsin when
standing at the matrimonial altar. This
paternal head lives with his family on Ches-
ley street, or as it is commonly known, the
Strait Shore road. He is an able bodied
fellow with as much intelligence as the
Great Provider allows the average being,
but apparently sadly lacking in that
great essential, sound sense of duty. In-
stead of providing for Lis pale, careworn
wife and ten ‘‘steps” of children, he lies
about like a sluggard that he undoubtedly
is, and absoluteiy refuses to lift his hand to
earn bread for them. But he seldom loses
an opportunity of manoeuvring for a free
drink, in fact most of his time is spent in
this way. When *‘gloriously drunk” as he
terms it, he starts in to amuse himself in
his housebold. First the poor feeble wife
takes the blows he showers upon her, then
the wee ones come in for his brutal attacks.

Neighbors have frequently had to
interfere when he was in one of his pugil-
istic moods, and more than once indignant
citizens have threatened to thrash him,
aye, tar and feather him if he did not “‘get
a move on” and provide for his family, let
alone ill-treat them. None of these threats
have availed anything however for the lord
of the manor is still the lszy, brutal tyrant
as of yore, and he need not be surprised
some fine night to find himself the centre-
piece in a stirring little episode. His erst
while triends have no use for him, but they
are becoming interested in the wile and
family’s bebalf, backed up by a whole host
of ennoyed neighbors.

As is urually the case the wife and children
do not care to drag their sad plight betore
the public through the courts, so an indig-
nant populace threatens to act. ProGrEss
knows of an equally bad case of a faithless
and brutal husband right in the heart o
the city, but as the erring male parent has
been forced to leave his family through
outside influences the facts of the case may
not be gone into. Yes, and there are lots
of unhappy households all over town in

which devilish fathers tyranize over their
helpless wives, refuse to work and drink
up all the money they can get their hsnds
on.

Ihanks to the efforts of the Associated
Charities and S. P. C. A. a great many of
these direful cases are being exposed,
although the suffering ones often resort to
downright lying in order to shiecld their
oppressors. Nevertheless warnings are
given the unfeeling fathers that if they

turther harm their wives and children they -

will be promptly attended to as far as the
law will allow. This, as & general rule
has the desired ¢ffect, although few fully
gat over their weakness for resting.

A worthless husband belonging to the
West End comes to mind. He is well
known by the people of that section of the
city for bis championship ability as a loaf-
er pure and simple. His unhappy home is
on Water street and there a wife and five
children exist. The children beg for food
and have now become quite expert in all the
falsities of gaining a livelihood in that
manner. The mother lives only for these
little onis, they are her bare ex-
cuse for stayirg on top of this cold un-
friendly earth. Of late the father has de-
cided that two beads are better than one,
no matter how abundant may be the grey
mat* er therein, 50 he has joined forces and
poolcd his bright ideas on bumming with
another Carleton character.

So they are chumming it, and the near-
est barn or ash bin is their couch when
Night draws her curtains about. Fre-
quently this odd actirg parent bethinks of
the home in which he once ate the food his
children begged, so he goes back and
swipes all he can find. If anything is sale-
able it is disposed of and the funds swal-
lowed in bad rum,

Every once in a while Magistrate Ritchie
has a case or two of the nature above stated
come before him. His Honor does nog
mince matters at all, but deals with the of-
fending fathers in a righteously indignant
way, giving them the full benefit of the
law’s severest reading. In this the magis-
trate is highly commended.

S

some months and seemed to be doing some
business from an cflice in the Walker
building. O’Donnell, it seems, had been in
the insurance business in Halifax and the
charge sgainst him was that he received
money for a policy that he had never ap-
plied for or delivered. That may be called
theft but the court may not give it so hard
a name when the case comes up.
Detective Ring was ordered to appre-
hend O'Donnell on the strength of a tele-
gram sent from Halifax to the effect that
there was a warrant out for bis arrest. He
found him at bis office and gave the young
man & great surprise. There was no war-
rant and had O'Donnell been wise he could
have given the officer a good deal of
trouble. But the latter gave him every
opportunlty to communicate with his
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PERCY O’DONNELL IN COURT.
How the Halifax Man Lookg “I:t He Appeared in the Police

friends, to send telegrams etc., before he
took him to the station and after spending
two or three hours in the guard room he
was sent down to a cell. He protested
against this and there is no doubt he was
right in bis protest but in this case 1ight
was right and a foul smelling den below
had another decent occupant.

When tbe judge learned of the fact the
next morning he was much annoyed and
in unmistakable terms he told O'Donnell
that nobody bad a right to lock him up
without a warrant but the police would
bave been quite justified in keeping him
under surveillance. This was said before
he endorsed the warrant presented by De-
tective Power. Atter he had done so of
course Power had O Doonell in charge
and he went below to the guard room
where he had breakfast brought to him.

Before this, however, he had a stormy
chat with the chief of police and called up-
on those about him to witness his protest
of his innocence and against his illegak
arrest and detention. If O Donaell is right
his case is a bard one. His talk however,
had no effect on Power or Chief Clarke
who even at that early official hour
of the morning bad so far forgotten
bis dignity as to smoke his pipe while
ha issued his instructions. The young
mao, O'Donnell, made up his mind to
make the best out of a bad case and after
using the  telephone said nothing more.
His uncle, Mr. C. M. Bostwick, had seen

bim the night before and tried to ge. him
clear but did not succeed.

Everybody Has to Use It

McAlpine'’s City and County directory ie
out of the publisher's hands and if any-
thing is an improvement on former years.
It is carefully and conscientiously com-
piled with a number of new features.
for the convenience of those using
it, and prioted and bound in a
finished style. The book contains an al-
pbabetical arrangement of the streets, bus~
iness directory, street directory for north,
south, east and west ends. Also a list of
St. Jobn county inhabitants.
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