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in Louisians just new in consequence of

vpecially in New Orleans, awaiting for a

{ieved to be safe and quiet, have been al-

ran amuck through the principil streets of

by a mob, who knew nothing of his insan

the fact that no lunatics are harm!ess, and
@ demand bas been made on the Legislat-

Provide tor all.
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Dangerous Tools
for Lunatics. 2

The lunatic problem is very troublesome

the rapid increase of the insane, especially
among the regroes, due probab'y to the
genera! use of cocaine and other drugs.
The increase in lunacy in the State has
been 20 rapid of late that altbough the in
sane asylum at Jackson bas been added to
every few years, it is unable to accommo- |
date a large number of the insane, who are
accumulating in all the parish:s, bat es-

vacancy to occur in the asylum by death
or discharge. These lunatics are confi ed |
in the local jails, places usuaily unsuited to
them, and in which they suffer the greates
bardships, being usually without the neces |
sary attendance ahd treatment. Aun in- |
vestigation by the autborities 1n New 0 -
leans a few days ago disclosed such a l
frightful condition ot affurs smong the
Junatice that the city bas decided to ereet « |
temporory asylum where they can be con !
fined until the State has room ,in which to |
quarter them. Meantime, they are confin
ed in a private institution, the ci'y paying |
their board. |
This overcrowding of the State Asylum

fact that there was no accommodation for |
the lunatics, except the noisome police jail |
the milder lunatics—those who we'e be

lowed to run at large. Oa June 24 a sev.
ere lesson was taugat when one of these
barmless lunatics, Richardson . by name,

New Orlcans, killing a former friend,
Schloeesel, and a boy, Whittaker. The'
lunatic himself would have been lynched

ity, but for the sheriff.

Several other affairs of this kind have
impressed upon the people ot Louisiana |

ure for a large increase in the appropriat-
on for the asylum, so as to ensble it to
There are 1,157 insare |
persons corfined in the asylum and the
total would be increased to 1 500 if there
was room epough in tbe institution. The
increase in the inmates bas been at the

srate of five per cent a year, showing a re

developement of insanity in
Some of the increase may be
be due to the fact that cases of lunacy !
were concealed before; whereas now |
that the State Insane Asylum enjoys such |
enviable reputation as one ot the best in
the country, with an extraordinary per-
centage of cure, the wealthiest families in
the State prefer to send their weak mind
€1 to the Jickson asy lum rather than to |
private institutions as they did formerly.

O! the inmates, 422, or nearly one bal' |
are negroes, and it is remarked as a |
curious fact that whereas among the
whites the males exceed, at the rate ol |
four to three, the female lunatics, the |
contrary is the case among the negroes,
where the woman lunatics are in a majority.

In the last few years, under the admin-
istration of the present superintendent, Dr.
G. A. B. Hays, the methods pursued in
the treatment of the |insame have been
radically changed with a most salutary re-
eult. Some change became necessary |
whken the number of inmates incieased so
rapidly without a corresponding increase
in the reverues provided by the legisla
ture. It became necessary to economizs,
and Dr. Hays decided to try to make the
institution self supporting believing that
this would be beneficial, not only from a |
financial point of view, but would tend to |
support the mental health of the lunatics.
The result is that the asylum 1s one of the
most cheaply run io the country, at a cost
of only $80 per cspita a year; although |
most com!ortable and convenient in alj
respects. The asylum is surrounded by
bandsome flower gardens, with here and
there fountains p'avin g around the flowers
and looks woie Lke a public park or
pleasure ground {ban an insane asylum.

Thisis accomplished with the meagre
allowance made by the Legislature, mainly |
through employing the labor of the luna-.

markable
Louisiana.

tics themselves, and this labor not only |

gives the lunatics pleasure and comforts
they would not otherwise have, but it has,
the superintendent thinks, a decidedly
good physical and mental effect, employ |
ing what minds they have left and in many |
cases restoring the physical health. |
It bas been a matter of some years to
perfect this system of working the luna-
tics. A number of them of course, could
not be employed at all at any useful oc-
cupation, the violent lunatics and idiots.

‘i J

| to »ork bim a4 er h

waxj

| As to the o'h#rs, it was necesaary to de

termioe by t+isl and experitnce what work
they were sui ed tor, how far they could
be trusted and bow lorg thev conl! work.
{t can be snted as a general propnsiion
th«t the lunatic, ro myter how wild his
mental male v, cannot perform arvwhere
near the ssme amount ot w.rk in »ny hire
A8 & BANE  Perso H: nred or
restlioss in a tew hours and it will not pay
the slightesr
latigne or Up to that
roint, bowever, he work well snd
«ffi iently anc¢ ¢von serms to become in
terested in wha he s doirg. By studying
the tendercies and methods ot each 1n-
dividusl lunatic, 1t is possinls to get cut o
a* much work as & sane man

hecomes

shows
fismatistac 1cn.
will

nim nearly
can do, and during tiese working hours he
s cspable n tonly of crade, rough work,
pur ¢ver of tarks r qairing v-ry consider
able ‘k:1l  Thusall the cirpentering wor k
in the asylum 18 done by lunitics, »l the
brean eaten as woll by the «ffi e s «8 hy

' the inmates. 18 b:keo by lunatics, snd pos-

sinly the greatest »chievement of all, the
engmeer who runs the engines which supply
the arylum wi 11 water, heat and light, is a

bas led to another evil. In view of the | lunatic.

Perbaps 'he most rserious problem n
this connec'ion 1= the lace thit the Jlunatics
are necessurly provided wi h tools or im
pl-ments that m.y become dangerousin
their banas should their madoess assume a
homicidal form «s 18 always possible. The
asylum reis:s all the v-gerablisit reeds
with lucatic labor, and its magopificent
garden is kept 1o order by the inmates
themselves. The men are turnished with
spades and picksx s. while the workmen
those who cut tuel, carry axes. It would
seem a most serious risk to work wi'h men
who are lianle to break out into maniacal
fury at any time, but eo far this plan bas
worked admirably. and there has not heen
s serious accident to any ot the iomates
because of & man irjaring bimsel’ or at

aseauit made was by one ot the female
lunatics employed 1n hourekeeping work
In & fit of mania she attacked one of her
companions with a mop and attempted to
beat out her brains, but was restrained in
time In turnishing the lunatics with im-
plements and tools that can be used as
weapons the grea‘est care and attention are
required. The lunatice are test:d before
the axes are given tham. At the slightest
¢vidence ot any dangereus mental disturb
ances they are deprivea of these weapone,

The amount ot work got irom the luna-
tics in tis way is almost bepord beliet;
and it is probable that the Junatics con-
tribute more to (heir own support than the
state itselt does. The women do sll the
bouse clesning work, run the lavndry,
make all their own clothing, as well as the
suits and underclothirg used by the male
lunatica. A’'l the cooking is done by the
inmates, the kitchen force being eqaally
divided between men and women—tfor the
8- X8 are pecessarily separatea in the
a‘ylum. In the matter of wearing ap-
pirel the asylum proviles only shoes,
socks and stockings and the hesvier wear-
ing apparel of the men; ev rything else
needed is made in the saylum.

So far has the self supporting system
been carried that the lunatics rase thbeir
own tebacco, which is cured and dsstribu-
ted among those male irmates who are
‘mokers, without the loss ot a cent to the
ssylum Asa coneequence the asylum
nteds a very emall force ol nurses and
guards. There are only twenty msle and
(wenty-two female attendants.

There are in addition superintendents
who direct the work. The attendants work
side by side with the lunatics and encour
age them to labor; but labor is not com-
pulsory in »ny way; nor do they receive
ary reward or compensation. It istound.
bowever, that ¢xcept in the case of the
more viol-nt, a lunatic, wben he sees the
others at labor, is anxious to join in him-
selt.

But while the Insane Asylum bas ac-
complished s0 much good, it cannot keep
up with the increase in lunacy in Louisana
and the Le¢gisiature declares that it cannot
give all that is asked or needed, and Las
cut down the appropriation $20,000 this
year, with the result that a great many
persons who sbould be confined in the asy-
lum will be shut out. And if the increases

tempting to 1ejure the others, Th+ only

in negro lunatics keeps up, as it is hk-ly

i

to do, now that the use ot cocsine and | on indi fimes ly Aslon a:the h-umatism

othir drugs bas beccme so general, it is
likely to prove more than troublesome.

INFIAMMATOREY RHREUMATINM.

Sympioms Th:t Point out Ihat Dreaded

Uj eare.

The name rheuma‘ism is sppled to a
great varicty o! rflecrions accompanied
with pain in the joints or muscler, som- of
them more ot a gouty or uric acid nature,
others probably ot inf ctious origi, and
others still the ¢xpression ot som~ dis
ease of the nervous structures. Acute ar
ticular, or it fl mmatory, rheumatism, is =
disease charactenzed vy pain and swellirg
in one or more of the joints, usually the
larger ones, ruch as the koee, togetler
with tever of more or less intensity. It s
a disease of temperate climatee, especially
in cold and demp regions, being seldom
seen in the tropics. It occurs in this coun-
try chit fly in Jate winter and early spriog
altbough it may occur, parti ularly on the
seacoast, at any time of the year. In Eog
land 1t is said to be most ir. quent 10 1Le
autumao.

It attacks persons between tha ages of
fitteen and forty more commonly than (h s
who are older or younger.

Povsicians are not yet agreed ae to i's
nature, sithough many now inclne to r
gard it asa germ disease. It begins gr du-
ally, with slight aching in the limbs, sor«
throat, and a general feeling ot depression
The appetite faile, the tongue is beawily
coated, o!ten there is complaint ot tea -
ache and ot chilly sensations, and the sut
ferer is generally ‘out of sorts.” There is
teverishness, and as this increases, pasin
an | swelling appear io one or more of the
large jointe. Tbe joints attacked are hot,
red and exquisitely pain'ul, and have ever,
appearance of being severely inflamed.

All these symptoms may disappear in a
single nigbt from one joint, and app-ar at
the same time in anotber; and so the dis-
esse may go on, attacking one joint at er
another, those first affected recovering
much ot their tone and tunction. Oa- of
the characteristic symptoms 18 profuse pe -
spiration ; the skin is pot red and dry, as
in most fevers, but cool, moist, and some-
times actually dripping with sweat.

The disease may .ome '0 an end in a
week or ten days, or it may go on a tack
ing joint aiter joint, and wben all have sui-
tered it may begin over again. snd so go

is cunfied to the joints ‘here 1s litle dan-
ger. although occsrionslly < ca b r sults
from cxcessive fever; bu there is ulways
dsnger that it may attack the linirp mem-
brane ot the beart and crippl: ‘he organ
permanently Rarely it attacks the mem-
bran« of the brain, causing vi | nt de-
lirium or death.

SELEVED RHIM R GHP,

Pretty 51 1ina Rajlway € {0 Suppresses &
Smart Orummer,

‘Anything wrong P' srked he hotel clerk

of the drumme: who had ju:t got bome
from the e at

‘I «as 'binking,” was th r-p'y | rode
trom Baff 1o to Toledo wi h ¢« p-a tiast
girl [ ever svaw.’

‘Bat that didn’t hurt vou. Wrno was

she P’
‘Can’t rell’ ,
‘You dido’t introduce yourset and get

ber “a'd in return ?’
cN N ]

“No particular trousle, - h ' oli 1 ously
insieted ‘he clerk
*Well, it was thie way," re.li 1 trave
eler, as be braced up for th  x.,i+ tion.
*Sne 84t opposite me, vou k.. w, axdl
, tried tor o bour to caten h .y She
s:mply wgnored me, and g z 1 out it the
windov Then I rose anc et her &
magszine. but she declin. © wyb hanks.
Fen mioutes later [ bought b -8 novel
ou’, v.tsh said she cidn ca . read.
I'nnlb ught som~ trun h would
»C ept none. Sae also wror  me when
[ tra-d to draw ber out 0 muac’

Bu ou persisted P

‘Ob, yoe¢ That is. I was urout o make
snoh r artempt to ent ri o ¢onv r-ation
when the train came t  hal 1 1owns
ad the girl beckoned me vy | was
there in ap instant, and <1 I & ~estest
smile you ever saw she askei 1t | w. uld do

ber a #hign’ favor.’

*‘Web all my besrt” 1 asten d 10 say.

¢ *Weil,” she ss1d. smin. even more
swee'ty ‘eruppose you le.ve be train bere
an: tak th-n x"ooe¢ th + oll st you
h.ve wad: me dead e | 200 | eel hke
takin : a nap. '

G o gracioues,’ whispere: 1 cre k.

*Yeo, air,” pard the crvwmm r, .8 he
reacted tor acigsr, nd |l ~ nito L0 ‘up
'0 wy room and sit spa hi k  no try and
figuie 1 out. Perbaps1’ 1w | L tcthe

TO (1 4D P'ttled down at no e

o

1’7 Jt,/ )-‘;é.




