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THE UNDERWRITER'S WARNING.

There is a good deal to be said on both
sides of the question of fire protection:
The notice of the underwriters, which
appesars in this paper and has already been
generally read in the daily, press is not
ouched in language calculated to rosthe
the feelings of the aldermen. We have
learned from experience that some of our
civic representatives are somewhat touchy
and quite easily irritated and the gentle-
men conuected with the insurance business
might have taken a Lint from recent
events and been more politic. But they
rushed to their {ate and now, if we may
judge from the speeches that bave becn
made upon the subject, there is just a
possibility that St. Jobn may have an in-
surance department added to its already
somewhat cumbersome civic machinery.

It is quite natural that the fire underwri-
ters should wish St Jobm to be as thor-
onghly protected from fire as possible and
their risks lessened. They demand that
the water pressure shall be increased and,
if the statements of the engineer are cor-
rect, this would involve an enormous ex-
pense. It has been pointed out— and there
is no doubt a great deal of truth in the
statement—that the portion of the county
from which St. John draws its water sup-
ply is being rapidly stripped of its woods
and this will naturally affect the quantity
of the supply. Where then is the water to
come from, Loch Lomond Lake appears
to be the only place and it is within the
memory of a large nu ber of people that
the city gave away an important concession
not long ago in connection with this very
body of water. It is little wonder that the
aldermen are alarmed at the prospect of
another bill for land damsges. Their un
finished experience at Spruce Lake has
been most unpleasant and they will hesi-
tate before going ahead so blindly again.

If St. John becomes a large city—as we
hope to see it in & tew years—the necessity
for an increased water supply would be
apparent but the urgent need of the ex-
tension does not appear just mow. The
city has placed a pumping station at Silver
Falls and the absence of complaint on ac-
count of scarcity of water on the bigher
levels has been noticeable this winter,

Now, it the fire department is brought ap
to the standard recommended by the chief
of the department the underwriters would
no doubt he satisfied. We need a chemi
cil engine, or two of them for that matter,
also an improved ladder truck and, some
say, another powerful engine for the south
end. With these additions the people
could depend upon greater safety than
ever. 2
The West End was never so well pro-
tected from fire as it is to-day, and when
the new water main is opened the under
writers thould be able to take up the
question of a reduc'ion in the rates of in-
surance in that section. When the North
Eod of the city is rebuilt, who will say
that the danger of such a fire as took place
there last summer, will not have greatly
diminish2d. ?

The underwriters sbould bear in mind
the fact that the fire department bas been
improved in many respects in a feygl ears.
The men are more comfortable, the " gine
houses are more modern, there is another
ealvage corps and a better supply of hose
than has ever been in the possession of the
department. It is not strange therefore

at the implied tbr:at iz tke notice of
the fire underwriters should raise a
breese of indignation. If it succeeds in

msking the aldermen act every one will be
pleased.

THE JURY LISTS.

It is doubttul it Sheriff STukpER ever
gave a thought about the religien of the
men be summoned to serve on juries, bu'
now that bis attention bas been directed
by the Freeman to the fact that fewer
catholics are asked to do jury duty than
their numbers in the community entitle
them to, be will no doubt give more  citi
zens ,of this persuasion the bencfit of his
attention after tbis. While jurymen are
very necessary this duty of cit znsbip
i* not sought after by the active man of
business. Oae dollar a day will not pay
him for absence from bis business and
there are plenty of m n who have request-
ed the sher.ff not to call upon them,
There are other citizens, however, with no-
thing much to occupy their attention who
are willing and, in many cases. glad to serve
their country in this way and at the same
time add to their income. Those who at-
tend our courts must have been i npressed
by the fact that the same men are present
in the capacity of jurymen session after
session. Sometimes the name ot ‘‘pro-
fessional jurymen” has been applied to
them. The work is congenial to them and
it is contended by some that experienees
in the jury-room is of use toa manm in
arriving at a fair verdict. Be this asit
may the sheriff will no doubt make a note
of the reminder especially when he con-
siders, as the Freeman says, that he is ‘‘an
appointee of the provincial government
which owes more or less to its catholic
supporters in this city and throughout the
province” and in the future will *‘remem-
ber the voicz of the people as expressed in
February last and seek to put catholics on
rather than kecp them off tha lists.”

“PEACE WITH HONOR” AGAIN.

It the minutes of that ‘‘Peace with Honor”
meeting are placed upon the records of
the city the historical society of a hundred
y 2ars hence will have plenty of fun at the
expense of the council of today. The dis-
¢ ssion at the council meecting yesterday was
not conducted ic that calm frame of mind
that one might expect. There is no doubt
of the opinion of the people regarding the
course pursued by Aldermen CrrisTIE
and MiLLinGe. In spite of His Worship's
assertion that the requisition was not pre-
sented to him these aldermen were obstin-
ate in their contention that the meeting
was legal and the minutes should be con-

firmed. They went even to the extent of
overriding th3 Mayor’s refusal to
put the motion of confirmation.

But having refused to put the motion
confirming the minutes the mayor would
bave beer equally justifizd in refusing to
accept the motion to over rule his decision.
The willingness of Alderman Curistie
to abide by the views of the people is well
assumed. His narrow escape last year from
defeat by a gentleman who bas had nothing
to do with politics does not argue well for
his chance today. He is the most powerful
man at the council because he is chairmsn
of the two important and large spending
departments—public works and water
supply. Still this faet should not exempt
bim from paying the ordinary courtesy to
the mayor of the city. His favorite e¢xpres-
sion that be ‘““wculd not be bulldczed by
the mayor” was coined soon after Mr.
Sears was elected to the cflice and his use
of it has been frequent since. The case
sheuld be reversed however. It is the
aldermen who tries to do the ‘‘bulldczing”
and it is little wonder that the mayor
objects. It is time the last word was heard
on the ‘‘Peace with Honor” busicess.

PROVIDE FIRE ESCAPES.

The citizens are indebted to A'd.
McGorLprick, as chairman of the safety
board, for directing the attention of the
building inspector and the chief of the fi-e
department to the fact that thejlarge publi:
schools are without proper fire escapes.
They should be previded at once. Think
for an instant what on awful thing it would
be if a fire should start in one of the lower
rooms in the Victoria school. Pupils are no
doubt accustomed to fire drill but the littl2
ones who now attend that building of many
stories would be eaeily panic stricken.

We do not wish to alarm the parents
but this appears to.us something that should
not be neglected. The cost of placing
suitable escapes on all the school buildings
wouvld not be great but at any rate that
should not enter into the comsideration of
the question. For years an iron ladder has
been on the side wall of the Victoria school
tbat a level headed fireman would hesitate
to descend, much less young children.

The duty of the trustees is plain and it
they do net see to it that fire escapes are
provided the building inspector can compel
them to act.

The chairman of safety did not confine
his remarks to the condition of the school
buildings but reminded the officials that they

should inspect the opera house, hotels

and all places wheie a fi-e is likely to caute
loes of life. Now that the subj ct has been
brought up it should not be allowed to
drop.

““Do you ever notice,” ssks the Lewiston
Journal, ““when travelling on a steam rail-
way that every lawyer of promin¢nce, no
matter where he may reside, always has a
pass?  The fellows that dratt the bills for
our rural legitlstors and subrequ ntly in-
terpret the laws are caretully looked after
by corporations likely to be the subj:ct of
legislation ” In this countiy every lawyer
is not a politician but those who are, are
not forgotten by the railways. We know
of representatives who travel on a pss
from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia to
Ottawa and return on these magic bits of
paste board and yet draw their mileage
regularly. It wes not lovg ago that sn
M. P.—he is no longer one—rented bis
annual pass regularly until it was taken
from him !

They bave a curious way of doing things
in Franca. A short time ago in order to
preserve some appearance of decency they
arres ed a caricatu-ist as he picturec () ieen
VicToria being spanked by PAuL KruGer
The charge was outraging public morals
but the court acquitted the accused on the
ground that in spite of the grossness of the
satire, it did not have the obscene char-
acter which weuld justify the charge.

The greatest possibls attention should be
paid to the outbreak of smail pox in the
province. It seems already to have spread
to several localities and so tar no effort has
been made to prevent its introduction into
the Jargest city in New Brunswick. We
have daily trains and mails from ibe infected
districts and yet there is no inspection of
passengers or disinfectiom of miils. Sarely
this is negligence.

Congratulationsto Mr. H. A. McKrowx
upon his introduction into the govern-
ment. There is not much money in being
a ‘“lorecastle’ member, but it may be a
stepping stone to something better. His
best friends will hope there is no necessity
of an election on account of it.

Liawyers and judges often consistently
differ im their cpinion but what must be
said of the New Jersey Recorder who held
that Sunday shaving was a necessity and
then fined the butchers for selling meat on
the Sabbath. There are me y people who
think meat a necessity.

Hen. A 3 Wiure is no longer attor-
ney general. The cffize will not suffer from
the fact but it he does not give the roads
and bridges of the country greater atten-
tion than he did the lJaw business of the
crown the people will soon find a substitate.

Popalar Skating Resort.

The ¢ffort of Manager Tuits ot the
(QQueen’s Rink to keep his skating establish

ment fully up to the times and'a most de-
sirable place to attend, for even the most
particular ladies, is being fully appreciated
by the general public as the increasing at-
tendance at that rink would indicate.
Poor ice is indeed a rarity at the Queen’s
and this fact alone assures it of unbounded
patronage. The dreseing rooms are well
kept and commodious and a corps of at.
tendants look after the wants ot these skat-
ing. Parents recogniz: the (Qieen’s as a
rink where they can send their children
with perfect satety and in the evenings the
delightful music of the Artillery band under
Prot. Horseman makes th2 hours of especial
pleasure .Centrsal, and run on purely up to-
date principles the (Queens is becoming more
and more popular and with its Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday band programmes
and Friday night hockey matshes, it still
maintaing its past record as a most epjoy-
able resort. On Monday evenings the so-
ciety folk bave the rink for their Monday
Eveniny Skating Club, and this coming
Monday they will hold a carnival. Now
that hockey has taken a boom once more
and games with the sister city teams are
being arranged, the Charlotte street skat-
ing rink is frequently the scene of great
hockey enthusiasm, but ewen last night's
big games did certainly not reach the high
pitch of interest, wbich will be attained
when the Winter Portites and the woul !-be
Winter Portites get chasing the rubber.

Her Cuildren Were Her Jewels,

The advantaze ot keeping cocl under
trying circumstances was illustrated »y the
conduct of Mrs. Joseph Pulitzer _w! en she
found herselt enveloped by the s ..oke of
her burning residence. Instead o1 giving
way to her emotione, she calmly went to
the chambers where her children were lo-
cated and conducted them from the burning
house in safety, while her companion and
the governess gave way to tright and lost
their lives. Some very choice objects of
art were destroyed by t'e fire, three fine
portraits of Mrs. Puliizer, by Carelus

Duran, Leon Bonnat and Munkacsy, re-

Makes the food more delicious and wholesome
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—

spectively, being among them. There are
some rare brorzas sud tapestries, too,
among the miesing, bu' quite likely Mrs.
Pulitzer's jewels will be recovered from
the ruins. These include a diamond neckh-
lsce, bought at the sale of the ¥French

crown jewels for which Mr. Puli'zer paid
120000, and Mrs. Palitzer's famous
pearl neck'ace, valued at $150 000

Never Saited.

The traditional attitude of the pessimist
toward all things is represented thus in a
dialogue with a Georgia farmer, reported
by the Atlanta Constitution:

‘How do you like this weather ?’

‘Not much ; I'm teared it's goin’ to rain.’

‘Well, how’s times with you P’

‘Sorter so so—but they won’t last.’

‘Folks all! well P’

‘Yes; but the measles is in the neigh-
borhood.”

‘Well, you ought to be thankful you're
a livin’)

‘I reckon' 80 ;. but we've all got to die I’

A Boston Herald Joke,

The elopement, some time ago, of the
Princess Chimay with the gypsy who bore
the name of Janos is now followed by the
announcement of the forthcoming wedding
ot the Countess Chimay to Count Hunyad.
This conjunction of names is something
quite laxative.

The Missiog Link,

We're gettin'g very chummy with old England, yes,
sirree

We speak of ties ot blood thatnove ean sever;

The poets tell us we must clasp our bands across
the sea,

As brother ruen, forever and forever.

Of Lexiinglon and Concord,. and likewise Buaker
il

We've cen.sed to speak with fervi ! exnltation.

While ‘rebells” such ss Washiogton produce a sud-

den chill

Whene'er they're dragged into a conversation.

‘They say’that” Eogland helped us out in our af-

fair with Spain,

Stood ready wi'h ber men and ships to back us;,

The bluft she made, they tell us, was suflicient to
restrain

The other nations eager to attick us.

And now, ‘they say,’ we're paying baels the mighty

debt we owe,

For while we cannot fizht those Afriksnders,

We try to bave Victoria feel in some way, ‘don’t
you know 7*

We'd love to give her toes sone underhanders,

Whene'’er we hear the Boers have piled the British

in a heap,

Our depth of grief we can’t refrain from showing;.

We gather on the common, where our tears like
rain we weep,

Until the frog pona fills to overfiowing.

We're glad to see our mighty lands in loving eon-
cord join,

And know oir words have nnt a sp2ck of frost ons.

Perhaps some day proud England’s child, Miss

Canada can coin

A quarter fi: for street car fares in Boston.

—Boston Glebe.

The Man With the Hoe,
THE OTIDRA SIDE,

Lo, here I stand, the independent man,

The firet of men, who won, when Times was young,.
By sirength of arm, from INature’s niggard giasp,.
And needful thing+ for those who lcoked to me..
And down the lagging azes subtle brains

Have multipli-d inventions numberiess,

Evil and good, but none to supersede

My trusty hoe. While thrones have risen andigone-
To darkness, it shines brighter than.of yore

When forged by Tubal-cain.

Te bookwerms pale,.

Why point at my slant brow and ruogged Lands ?

Why wonder at my shoulders bent and wry

When on me res's the burden of the-world

With your own feeble selves ?- Great Atlas- I,

Kinge, nohles, millionaizes, a!l hang on me,.

I. self-sufficient, bave ne need of them;

They.d-’hould I leave them, s00a would starve sad
e.

Ye pincbed and pent in cities, look at me,

I breathe the dewy freshness of the earth

In open fizlas resound ing with the song

And jubilance of bird and beast—while ye

Jostle each other in the smoke and grima

For leave- to labor at the beck of gold.

Ye herding fools, come out where there is-room,

Come out, snd fill the earch’s waste places up;

Make howling deserts laugh with running breoks,

Turn pashless woods to green rejoicing §i 1ds;

Dot the vast lonesorae plains with cheerful homes,

Work for yourselves—live healthily, content,

On your own land’s productiens, oing thus,

The lass curst anarehist will pass from earth..
—Eric Duncan.

Adter the Battle,

It was out in the rain acd the wind aad the groans
I tended the wounded, foe an1 friend;
I thoazbt with mayselt thas the very stones
Of5 the grim veldt side,
1t thev could, would have cried,
‘Doetor ! don'c touch them ; let death make an ewd !*

A »d presently, propped by a boalder gray,
A gray and grizzled old Boer I saw:
His who e right hand had blown away;
Bu! guiet and calm,
He was reading a Psalm
From a blood stained booxz of the ancient Law,

*Make haste and belp me,’ the old Psalm ram,
‘Deliver me ! haste to help me, Lord!

Let those who seek my bu:t toa man
Be put te.shame,
That so Thy name

Be great upon all who trust Thy word.’

‘Poor am I. Loréd; Thou knowest how poer;
This hand shail never hold a s'ekle again,
Lord, succor me !’ groaned the gray beard Boer;
‘Carry not! come
To take m* home!
Lord, has.e Tnoee, and help me out of this pain.

And there, ss he prayed in the rainand the wind,
To the gray o'd Boer from the Orange Free State
The man who had tought for cattle and kind
With his sons, and sons’
Sons less than their guns
To free his land from the men of their hate—

There came at his call to the God of the Psalm
The Helper of the help'ess after the fray.
And his face grew pale with a wonderful calm,
And the Psalm book dropped’
And the blood jet stopped,
And the pain and the soirew hal passed away.
~H. D. Rawnsley

[After one of the late battles in Natal, an old
Boer was found badly wound :d, proppad up among
some ronﬁh boulders upon a kopje side, his rifie

was laid idly bx him, and the old man appeared to
be waiting for death, an 1 quietly reading his Bible.]

!

Caught by the Camera

Biography macbinea were busy during
the Dswey celebration in New York, and
many unconscious p‘rsons had thbeir pict-
nres taken. Now that the pictures are
being exhibited, faces are sometimes recog
 nized with mixed emotions. ©oe such case
‘is related by the New ©Orleans Times-
Democrat,

Among the treasures displayed by s
biograph man in the Crescent City is »
series showing a crowd of spectators surg-
ing along lower Fifth Avenue. The figures
in the foreground include a ehubby young
man in 8 Scotch cap, holding'a box camers
in both bands and evidenily taking snap
shotsat the throng.

Hb appears at the lower  right-hand
corner af the scene, crosses rapidly toward'
the left, and just before the Mm ends,
turns his tace so that be is looking directly
at the people in the theatre, and smiles.

This individual was immediately recog:
nized as a young man whose abrupt de-
parture from O:leans not long ago was the-
cause of great grief among numeroug cred-
itors and overconfiding friends. He passed:
as a newspaper correspondent, and’ devel-
oped a good deal of talent as an ailround
‘beat.” When his counterfeit presentment

fliehed into motion on the biograph screen
a deep groan went up from victims
in several parts of the theatre.
Most deeply grieved of all who saw-the
first exhibition in New O.leans was a-man
bimselt in the photographic line. Hé not
only recognizad the chubby young man,
but he recognizzd the camera 1n the young
man’s hand as one stolen from him just be-
fore the youth so hastily started for ths
North.

O'Connell's @ rurage.

Daniel O’Connell, the famous Irish agi-
tator and orator, had a contempt for
physical danger. On a certan occasion as
bis only surviving son has recently nparrat--
ed in Temple Bar, jJa meeting had been
convened, and a large erowd assembled in:
a8 room ob the first floor of a building in a
small city in Ireland.

O’Connell was about to address the
people when a gentleman, pale with fear,.
wade his way to the platform and hoarsely
whispered :

‘Liberator, the floor s giving way ! The
beams that shore-it up are cracking, and
we shall all fall through in a few minutes !

‘Keep silent,” said ©O'Connell; then,
raisibg bis voice, he addressed the as-
sembly :

‘1 find that the room is too small to con-
tain the number who desire to come in, so.
we must leave it and hold the meeting
outside the building.”

At this a few rose and went out, but the
msjority retained their seats. Then O'Con-
nell said :

‘I will tell yowthe truth: you are Irish-
men, theretore brave men. The floor is
giving away and we must leave
this room at once. 1f there is a
panic and a rush to the door, we shall all

be precipitated into the room below, but it
you obey my orders we shall be saved.
Let the twelve m¢n. nearest the door go
quietly out, then the next twelve, and so
on till all have gone. I shall be the last to
leave.”

His instroctions were
the letter, and he
and calm, till all bad gone out
m safety. Then he walked quiet
ly across the sundering, cracking floor,
reaching the door just as the shattered
beams gave way. And thus, by the force
of his strong will, a terrible accident was
averted.

obeyed to
waited, patient

Yes—~What

A"good story is going the rounds. at
Harvard College, concerniug a last year's
graduate ; a dutiful son and an industrious
student, yet withal a somewhat literal youth
A* the beginning of his concluding year,
father, who waa just setting out for Europe
said togbim.

‘Now, Harry, you get your degree, and
.l send for you to come over and travel
all summer.’

Harry was delighted. ‘Father,’ said be,
‘I will > He studied faithtully all the col-
lege year, and in June went through, with
flying colors. Then he cabled his father.

cYe'-”

But the father, alas ! had forgotten his
impulsive offer. He mused over the mes-
sage, wondered, and then cabled back:

‘Yes, whatP’

The son was in turn perplexed, not be-
ing a well tramned lad, he did not remain
long in the dark, and fized by duteous z=al
cabled back:

‘Yes sir.’

Letters of explanation followed, and ha

is now making the ‘grand tour.’
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