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The sppearance of a paragraph in a
morning paper to the effect that Nettie
Kimball or Mrs. Newcombe had left the
hospital and gone to Boston created some
surprise. There was an idea that the
woman was under police surveillance and
would be brought up for examination on
the charge of attempting suicide, but such
does not appear to have been the thought
of the authorities.

As there has been a good deal of com-
ment and talk about the sudden disap pear~
‘mce of one who was supposed to be a
prisoner, PrROGRESS made some irquiries
into the facts of the case and it cannot be
said that the result is at all creditable to
the men who are sworn to do their duty as
peace officers.

When the police cfficers met Mrs. New-
combe on Charlotte street she went up to
one of them’and showed him a bottle which
she’ said bad contained laudanum and told
them'that she bad taken it as she wished
to end her life. The police, noting the size
ot thefbottle, soon found out where she had
purchased;the laudanum and went there to
make erquiries if the woman’s story was
true.§ They found that it was and that two
ounces of laudanum was enough to kill two
or threefpeople.

It seemed that the woman bad gone into
the drug store quietly and waited fully ten
minutes for her turn to be waited upon.
She was well and quietly dressed and when
asking for the laudanum explained that she
wanted it for poultices and that she used
thirty drops at a time. It isnot usual to
eell the]drug to strargers but with such a
plausible explanation as that the clerk did
not hesitate and gave her the laudanum.

The policemen rusked ber to the station
and as Dr.[D. E. Berryman happened to
be there he took the case in hand at orvce.
The'womsn was kept moving, walked rap-
idly to and fro in the guard room and in a
short time the smbulance arrived to take
the patient to the hoepital and they pre-
pared tojlose no time when the patient ar-
rived. The stomach pump soon got to
work and the result was, as every one
knows, that the woman’s life was saved.

The report book in the police have two
statements, one from Officer Killen stating
that he took the woman to the police
station and the other by the police physi-
cian, Dr. Berryman, that ke had examined
her and sent her to the hospital.

Dr. Macaulay said the woman came from
the police station in the ambulance. She
was suffering from an overdose of laud-
arcum and the was treated for that. They
bad|been notified from the police station
of this and made their preparations
accordingly. There was no doubt
that the woman had been accustomed
to the use ot opium or else she could never
have survived the quantity of laudanum she
took. This statement was the same as Dr.
Berrymsn made to PrRoGress. Dr. Macau-
lay also said that the woman was not under
police eurveillance as he understood the
term viz: there was no cfficer there to
guard bher. Stll during her stay in the
bospital she was visited by the chief of
police snd when she recovered she went
away just the same as any other patient.

These are the maiv facts of the case and
they do not reflect any credit upon the
Police inasmuch as 8 woman who confessed
tbat she had sttempted to take her own
lite was permitted to go without any charge
being made against her.

Section 238 of the criminal code says
that ‘“‘everyone who attempts to commit
suicide is guilty of an indictable offence
and liable to two years imprisonment.”

There was no doubt about what Nettie
Kimballfintended and attempted to do.
She tried to take her own life and she fail-
ed because such prompt remedies were
used. The police knew this but no charge
was made sgainst her. Under these cir-
cumstances it is difficult to understand
why the chief of police visited the woman
in the bospital. There is no doubt that
he did for the superintendent of the
hospital ssys so but what passed be-
tween/him and the patient can only be
conjectured. It may be ihat he recom-
mended a trip to Boston and ithe did she
took bis advice because she started in that
direction. :

But{ might not the question arise, was
not the woman actually in the custody of
the police P She was sent from the police

A Woman With a “Pull.”

station to the hospital, she was visited there
by the chiet of police. She had committed
a crime that called for two years imprison-
ment in the penitentiary—well, if she wes
not in the custody of the police, was it not
neglect of duty PjIt was the second time
that day that she bad been in charge of the
police. The first time she was intoxi-ated
and could not drive her horse
in such a way as to avoid
knocking down an aged citizen but
the captain, with unusuai leniency, let her
go. The result was she had a chance to
‘emmit a crime. Now the chief let her
loose again and there may be another re-
port—only this time it will come from
Boston !

In this connection it may be interesting
to note section 166 of the criminal law

which says:

““Everyone is guilty of an indictable oftsnce :nd
liable to five years imprisonment who being a
peace officer having any such person in his lawfal
custody or being an « flicer of any prison in which
such person is lawfully confined voluntarily and in-
tentionally permits him te escape therefrom.”

Nettie Kimball may not have been a
prisoner since there was no charge agaivst
her but when she surrendered to the police
and charged herself with attempting her
life there can be no doubt but that she
should have been placed under arrest.

Suspicion has led to the arrest of lots of
people for cffences less serious than this
and they have been detained for weeks
waiting an exsmination. Only last year a
poor girl from St. Stephen without friends
and without money was arrested because
her baby was born and died in the park.
She did wrong but did not commit any

greater, if as great, an offence as Mrs.
Newcombe. Yet one was arrested and
the other goes free.

THE AMATEUR OPERA.

St. John has Auncther Corps of Vocallsis
BHighly Capable of Puttiog on a Show,
The production of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
tuneful opera Iolanthe in the Opera house
Wednesday and Thursday evenings caused
quite a little flatter in social as well as
musical circles. It is not everybody that
knows what it means to drill and stage a
production such as Iolanthe, and none too
much cannot be said of Prof. Collinson’s
latest achievement, which was brought
about in so comparatively short a time.
Quite true he had the advantage of Mrs.
Lyman’s stage experience, she being
with the Gilbert Opera Co. for some
years, also frequent ‘‘tips” in the histronic
art trom Miss Annie Blanke of the Valen-
tine Stock Co. These advantages of course
worked wonders in the rank and file and a
smooth running show, with exceptional y
good amateur actirg was the result.
However discouraging several of the re-
hearsals may have beer the chorus as well
as principals buckled down to eolid
work at last and two bumper houses

- -

MISS MAUDE McCLASKEY.
(Queen of the Fairies.)

e

greeted them with their unstinted plaudits.
St. John is indeed a muerical city, and
musical out of of its proper proportion . as
is evidenced by the fact that it now boasts
at least two distinct opera troupes,
eapable ot putting on apy ordi-
pary light opera. In  Iolanthe
a whole lot of talent has come to the fore
in vew ro'es. Miss Clara Brennan has
established herself as clever at stagecraft
as her voice is sweet. She certsinly sang
the title role admirably. PROGRESS re-
grets a pkoto of her was not procurable for

reproduction in this issue. Miss McClatkey
is also new to the footlights in costume and
it can be said she has added to her reputa
tion as a singer grestly as the Queen of
the fairies. Of course Mrs. Lyman as
Phyllis was the star and her part received
all the attention that could be given it.
Mrs. Lyman resumes her professioral stage
career in a year or so.

On the v hole Iolanthe was a many -sided

PROF. GEO. COLLINSON.

Musical director of Iolanthe, and Finafore some

years ago,

triumph— financially, musically and from
the standpoint of a not too exacting actor.
The costuming could not bave been better
and now that & new band of vocalists have
shown what they can do, St. John will
soon again expect some more of Gilbert
and Sullivar, or perbaps Olivette, as spoken
of some months ago.

The humorist who adapted a lot of the
“‘lines” of the opera to local and war sflairs
must cortainly have been in fine fettle.
Rov Thompson’s encore verse perhaps

caured the biggest uproar. It ran:

“And now that our 0w buys aré a0 il lot,
Fys I oo maysell says L
I think that Pretoria’ll soon be im view
8.ys I to myself says 1.
When we get »1l the aces on top of the *““deck”
We'll dance such a breakdown on old Kruger's neck
The msrket in rubber’'ll be worse than a wreck.
Says I to myself says L.”
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“Two Obtrusive Agents.
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Two men, whom all will agree were to
say the least extremely audacious, made
quite a fuss in the quiet and highly respect-
able home of Mr. Frank Melliday, Sydney
street, last Monday evening, and on Wed-
nesday Mr. Melliday sought legal sources
for sufficient justice to remind the intru-
ders thet the quietude and peacefulness ot
his home w:s sacred, and further to
straighten out some crookedness in con-
nection with business dealings he had had
with one cf the men in question.

Mr. Melliday it sappears was the St.
Jobn delivery and collecting agent for a
tree acd plant nursey firm in Auburn Me.,
thejealesman of which, one B. J. Robinson,
was the chiet offender at the Melliday
household during the early weck. He,
chaperoned and guided by a man named
Jerry Quinn; s sewing machine agent,
started in to enter Mr. Melliday’s house
about 9 o’clock in the evening without
form or ceremony. In fact their entry
was exceptionally boistrous, both inside
and outside doors being burst open with
all the force a big burly body could pro-
duce. After the men were well inside the
hall one of them had sufficient sense left to
remrk, ‘‘Guess we should have knocked.”

“Yes, I should think so,” returned Mr.
Melliday, just then entering the hall from
an inside room, and not a little put out by
so brurque an entrsnce to his home by
blank strangers. His wife was lying ill in
ap adjacent rocm and such noises as the in-
truders made greatly disturbed her.

Robinson at once started in bulldog
tashion to ‘‘settle up accounts,” as he
termed it, with Mr. Melliday. KHis attitude
was everything else but friendly and his
words of the domincering stamp. Mr.
Melliday said he was iully prepared to
meet him in their busiress relations and at
once set about to produce papers etc, for
a general signing off.

Matters were becoming more and more
strained as the tree agent’s uncouth entry
and forwardness were grinding bard upon
the mental sensibilities of the well known
masonry contractor. However, he held
his temper admirably and not until insults
had been further heaped was the climax
reached.

It was in going over the collected
accounts that Mr. Melliday called Robin-
son’s attention to the fact that in some
cases people in this city had been billed
twice for one order of goods. At this the
brawny nursery asgent became very wroth
snd towering above the slender form of
Mr. Melliday asked in louder tones full of
command, if he would stick by what he
said. Mr. Melliday calmly asserted that
he would, whereupon Robinson asked him
to quote an instance. Mr. Molliday did
so, mentioning the case of a Prince Will
liam street insurance agent.

The book was referred to and the num-
ber of the order found. It mentioned the

MRS, LYTIAN,
Of Moncton, whe gang the leading role, Phyllis.

goods and price, seven dollars. With ex-
ulting words the sgent wexed warm and
then thundered threats as to what he would
do it the good name of ‘‘his firm” was im-
peached etc. Notbing daunted Mr. Mel-
liday asked him to refer to order number
so-and-so for the elleged duplicate, or fake
order. It was found also and it was now
the St. Jobn man’s turn to get good and
angry which be did with a righteouns indig-
nation.

He said he bad been brow-beaten and
insulted in his own house and would not

stand it furtber, ordering both Robinson
and Quinn from the premises. They re-
fused to go, and Mr. Melliday started to
put them out. His first tackle with Robin-
son was in¢ffectual and when in the second
bis ailing wife jumped from her bed and
threw herself between the men. Natural-
ly enough such a scene in a well-ordered
home was as bad es an earthquake. The
children were frightened beyond tears and
a severe shock was administered to their
frail mother. Still the intruders refused to
leave and Mrs. Melliday and_her children
plead with them. Robinson arrogantly
persisted in his ‘‘baving husiness’ with Mr.
Melliday, who being prevailed upon by his
wife and children, had held himeelt in
check. After the burly visitors had added
more to the confusion by their doggedness,
they shrunk toward the door, terming Mr.
Melliday *‘lunatic” etc.

Consequently no business was done at
that meeting of salesman and collector,
but surmising some pressure for a settle-
ment would resalt from the fracas, Mr.
Melliday sent bis collected money to the
nursery people direct. Since he has receiv-
ed a lawyer’s letter from Mullin & Mahoney,

Robinson not knowing of Mr. Melliday’s
remittances. The whole case at the time of
writing (Thursday) was to be thrashed
out on Friday in Court.

Cendidates for the Mayoralty.

Count deBury is out for Mayor. He is
bound to run and thinks with five in the
field he is bound to win.

Candidate Moulson and the Count met
at the head of King street Thursday and
chatted pleasantly on campaign matters for
4 few minutes, in the presence of the
writer. Mr. Moulson said he had been
around the city a good deal and was well
satiefied with his reception. He found that
Dr. Daniel had been convassing and the
Count, but he had not met the canvass of
His Worship. ‘‘I suppose” he added
with a smile ‘*he is so sure of election
there is no need to canvas.”

“I have been around a little” said the
count” and almost everywhere I go I find
that my friend, Mr. Moulson has been
there ahead of me. He seems to have been
everywhere. I find & good many people
who say that Mr. Moulson was the first to
see them land they have promised him
but then I find many others who
say that I am the first to ask them
and so I get the promise. Dr. Daniel is
over in my end of the town today and I
am doing some work here. Mr. Wallace
is around too. I meet his canvas quite
often.”

Mr. Moulson hurried away as he had to
be in Carleton to go the rounds with &
friend. From what he “said one would
gather,that he was on the move most of the
time.

The eleotion will be held the 17th of
April.

An Insarance Agent Skips,

A young man for some time engaged in
the insurance business, and although not
very big in’stature one who never failed to
let the people know that he was still on
top of the earth, bas gone. Where, is only
a matter of{conjecture ; why, because it is
supposed’some men who were injudicious
enough to trust him for goods or with
money were [trying to persuade him to
settle up. So, empty is that circuit of St.
John atmospbere in which it was his wont
to exist. His diamond rings will no
longer!light bis friends home dark nights,
his elaborately ‘‘chased” gold watch is
not now ticking off the hours for
the convenience of time-inquiring friends
in dear old St. Jobn by the sea, or will
the boastful voice and affahility of its pos-
sessor for some time weary townstolk.

Getting policies was like breaking sticks
to him, the town was ‘‘dead easy,” he said
but he’d think differently now if he would
only serve a habeas corpus on bimself.
His employer is not waering a red, white
snd blue badge in honor of this gay young
man’s exit.

Peatriotlo Neptune Boys,

The Neptune Club boys never lose an
opportunity of bursting forth into the
strains of ‘‘Soldiers of the Queen,’and
Thursday night at the Opera house they
entertained the vast audience between the
acts is this wise. There were some good
singers among them too which shows all
the local talent is not yet used by in opers
choruses.
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