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A New Editor’s Trials. 

The new editor of the Telegrapb, Mr. 

Walsh appears to be baving troubles of his 

own. When he came to St. John Mr. 

James Hannay sat in the editorial chair of 

the morning liberal organ. Mr. Walsh 

was eager to go to work but his anxiety 

was not greater than that of the gentlemen 

who bad dug into their pockets and put up 

the cach to make the old newspaper more 

modern. 

The local representative of the syndicate 

introduced Mr. Walsh to the editor in 

chief and t-e upper Canadian took charge 

at once. He msde the acquaintance of 

the composing room in the first place snd 

inspected the ¢ copy” in band. The blue 

pencil got inits work and thus the new 

chief set the seal of his authority upon the 

office. 

Next morning there were new head lines 

upon the first page of the Telegraph. The 

staid old subscriber rubbed his spectacles 

and gezed upon the sheet in amszement. 

Surely it was a waste of space to give so 

much room to & single line when he had all 

day before him and wanted the worth of his 

money ! 

Nevertheless the headlines have contin- 

ued. It may be remarked that they have 

grown mcre numerous and complicated. 

The night foreman and the compositors, 

who set heads and the displsy type, have 

their work cut out for them. So has Mr. 

Walsh. He came from a place where en- 

terprise and cash make newspapers go. 

Montreal is a large city and the circulation 

and patronage extended to the newspe pers 

there warranted lavish expenditure. To 

essay the same in St. John even on a much 

smaller scale, is a venturesome task. We 

hope the new editor will succeed and the 

proper results will reward his enterprise. 

But he must not be too sanguine. St. 

oohn is » small city—small, it may ve 

said, in raore ways than one— jealous of 

an opinion expressed contrary to its own 

and disinclined to argue some questions. 

There are certain topics, Mr. Editor, 

that must be bandled with a velvet 

touch. There is the winter port 

—a subject that only a gloved band can 

approach. Blind submission to the be- 

lief that this is the oly winter port in Can- 

ada is insisted upon. The rise and fall 

of the tides are a distinct advantsge—nev- 

er forget that. Remember that while the 

channel into the harbor in somewhat tor- 

tuous and hasn’t any more water than the 

International steamers need at low tide 

it is always in denger of being dredged out 

and made straight. This is one of the 

stock subjects of the board of trade. 

“When summer comes do not expect any 
fog.” It a mist arises, revel in it, glory in 

it, exist in it, say we would not be without 

it for tbe sake of our girl's complexions and 

incidentally, to emphasize the fact that 

the Bay of Fundy is so secure from danger 

that ships and steamers plough through it 

without hindrance. At all he zards main- 

tain that our mist is of a better quality and 

less dense than the fog which prevails six 

days out of the week in Halifax. 

It you propose to discuss politics as 

well as news go and make the acquaint. 

ence of Dr. Hetherington, the medical 
superintendent of the lunatic asylum. He 
i a good fellow and you will grow to like 

him—in time. We may remark, sotto 
voce, that news and politics frequently in- 

terfere in St. Jobn. May your guardian 

angel protect you if you show up a good 
and prominent liberal in any wrong doing. 

The town is small, we told you, and news- 
paper directors are apt sometimes to 

think they are managers. This is so true, 

Mr. Walsh, that the idea often extends 
to advertisers. Personal experience has 

tsug ht us that, an advertiser sometimes be- 
come arrogant, and get the idea into bis 

head that his patronage is absolutely 
vr” cessary to the support of a newspaper. 

This bas been so evident in the past that 

Meesrs. N.S. & B. upen one or two 

occasions thought the associated press (or 

was it the United Press ?) cable despatches 

unfit to print in a newspaper. So they 

sent word to one ecitor that they 

wanted to see him. He went and 

listened to a lecture which wound up by a 

withdrswal of the firm's advertisement. 

The fact that there was a three years con- 

tract was overlooked by the firm member 

who was so suddenly seized with this fit of 

piety and so the grave danger was averted. 

But even the publication of a Sslvation 

Army street hymn has been known to pro- 
duce like results, and a criticism of a fed- 

eral minister by an opposition daily once 
drew an emphstic remonstrance from a 

liberal (?) concern that such articles must 
cease !| Do not think for a moment that 
we mean such advice as general. It is not 

but the importance ot large advertisers 
becomes impressed upon them occasionally 
and they imagine that they h.ve some in- 
terest in the paper beyond the space they 

buy and pay for. 
This 1s one of the penalties of journalism 

in a small city but even bere they may be 

surmounted if the stuation is grappled 

with in time. 
Be careful of the police station. There 

are rival factions there. The police magis 
trate is a catholic, one of the lights ot the 

laity, and the chief of police is a protes 

tant, an orapgeman—some even say a 
P. P. A. Do not take any part in their 
quarrel. If you fiod fault with the chiet his 

protestant friends will be down upon you, 
and it you question any ect of the magis- 

trates—look out for the A. O. H. One 
term, the “‘P. P. A.” you are, no doubt, 

acquaintedfwith. There used to be some in 

Upper and Western Canada, they say, and 

it was said that they existed here. It is 
stated they are dangerous, that they have 
lists of the A, O. H. members posted up 

in their lodge rooms, and every man has his 

opponent picked out. But th:y say tae 

same of the A. 0. H. so keep clear of 
both of them. Don’t touch the catholic 

and protestant’ question. It is apt to burn. 
A St. John [editor should have no more 

religion thanjMr. Nothing rom Nowhere. 

Wear a shamrock in your button hole on 

St. Patrick’s day and don’t forget the rose 

and the heather on St. George and St. 
Andrew’s anniversaries. Above all gat a 

bit of orange ribbon for the 12th of July 
If we told you all that experience 

teaches in [newspaper lite in St. John 
space would fail us and you would get 

weary, but remember every small place has 
its weaknessesjand that this is true of our 
town. For example, it would not do to 

forget the fact that every newspaper gets 

two pass books from the strect railway,— 
touch lightly upon accidents. The C. P. R. 
is also generous (as far as Megantic) and 

so correspondents are out of place when 

any accident bappens on that line; the 
tourist association needs must be promptly 

attended to—always remember that the 
Rhine of America flows through New 

Brunswick and that the Land of Evange- 

line is a pleasant myth. Encourage the 

park management, find no fault with any 

thing there, not even with the lack of 

drinking water. Pat the arimals snd give 

it an editorial every fortnight. Remem- 

ber that the hotels advertise with you and 

that so far as they are concerned there is 

no license law. True, they pay $400 a 

year but do net inquire too closely into the 

whys and wherefores. 

it you receive a letter that you feel 

should not be published get the first Globe 

that is issued and read it—addressed to 

yourself ! This will give the impression 

that you are afraid of sometbing in it. But 

you have had experience on this point. 
Be loyal, no matter what it costs. Wave 

the old flag upon the slightest provocation 

and do not take a back seat for anybody on 

this point. Insist that your devotion for 

the Union Jack is as keen as that of the 

Mayor himselt—and he likes the sight of 

"it so well that his fox terrier wore one last 

week | Loyalty pays even more in a news- 

paper than in a man; Boers are at a dis- 

count. 
These few suggestions are not offered in 

any facetious spirit. The neceseity 

for considering them may not arise at once 

but, in due season, the woes of journalism 

in St. John always crop up. It is well that 

some joys are sandwiched in. They are 

few but healthy. That the new editor in 

chief of the Telegraph may get his share of 

them is the best wish of PROGRESS. 

Freed and Doing Better, 

Some North End people have been en- 

quiring with a mysterious air of late the 

whereabou's of a man named John  Kirg, 

whowas arrested F3our\ ry 15:h for steal- 

ing a bam trom Spragg’s grocery on Main 

street, but of whom nothing further was 

heard from police circles save that his case 
remanded. There need be no mystery 

about the matter for King is at present 
working in Boston. His crime of stealing 

a ham, while it was not a heinous one, was 
amply paid for by his many days of confine- 
ment, the authorities finally releasing bim 

on the representations of several worthy 
citizens who said his lamily were in dire 

want and King himselt promised to do bet- 

ter and provide for biz cwn if allowed his 
liberty. Accordingly he was freed and to 

all appearances seems to be keeping bis 

promise. 

Death of Collector Ruel, 

The death of Mr. James R. Ruel re. 

moves one of the best citizens in St. Jol np. 

His « fforts to advance the interest of the 

community have alweys been regarded as 

unselfish and praiseworthy. It is becsuse 

of Mr. Ruel that we enjoy a free public 
library to day and bad he been permitted 

to have his way we would have had a buld- 
ing to do it credit. It is because of Lim 
that we have a Dbeautitul cemetry 

conducted upon proper plans and upon a 
sound financial basis. Even at the time of 

the seizure that caused his death he was 
the energetic treasurer of the contingent 
fund. As collector of customs he was af- 

fable and obliging but he knew his duty 

and he did not permit his friendship to 

cause him to depart an inch from that path. 

His Iife was more usetul than that ot the 

m+ jority of men. For nearly 80 years he 

lived and bis name and work will remain 

even longer. 
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| the steps. This did not effect those mn 

Red Tape That Kills. 
Within the last ten days two more 

deaths have been added to the fast-enlarg- 
ing list of *“jail cases” at the General Public 

Hospital, namely Frank Hams and a man 

aned Holman. It seems strange, but 

nevertheless true that tha great majority, 

if not all, of these jail patients seldom re- 

cover. Perhaps because they are allowed 

LITTLE «BOBS.” 

The case has aroused a lot of comment, 
and certainly would have stirred the 

people generally had the facts been less 

obscure. Ham's might be termed ‘only 

a jail case,” but in the interests of humanity 

be is as much of a human being as the 

most respected citizen, and worthy of just 
as much consideration. It is not the first 

time either the hospital authorities have 
carried this red tape business too far, and 

many precious lives have been endangered 

and lost thereby. Some day, itis to be 
hoped, there will be a shaking up of the 

dry bones in regard to the workings of this 

public institution, and that beside some in- 

terior? changes for the better, the musty 

old rules ard regulations will be modern- 

ized and christianized. 

His Worship’s Snow Unshovelled. 

An oblong block of srow, cut as even 

as if fromj marble, barred the pasrage of 

King"street infront of the disused New- 

port House [after the storm of the early 

week. That little bit of encw rignified a 
whole lot.g It stocd directiy in front of 

the narrow doorway leading to the old 

Newport House #partments, tte stores on 

either side being these of Jokn K. Storey 

and L. L. Sharpe, the jeweller. Now His 

Worship Mayor Sears owns the building 

and is responsible; for the removal of the 

spow _frcm in front cof it, as far as the 
unoccupied parts of the prem'ses are con- 

cerned. In this case his share of snow 
shovelling tmounted to about twelve by 

four feet,? ard couple of feet deep—the 

work] of j| less} then five minutes. 

But ‘since’ Mr. Sears persists in refusing 

to rent [the two rooms np stairs to Mr. 

Storey the latter no doubt feels justified in 

not cleaning the snow from the entrance to 

these departments and so far as Mr. 
The above illustration shows Master &. Clifford 

McAvuiy, aged eight yours and sca of Mr, George 

McAvity, as le skated at the children carnival at 

Victoria Rink last Saturday, winning first boy's 

prize. His suit was the regulation British Army 

South African khaki and Clifford deservea hi 

cash reward 

to become dangerously ill in the King 
Street (east) prison betore being removed 

to the hospital, perhaps because their 
worn-out constitutions make them an 

easy prey to their ailment, or is it because 
these poor unfortunates are considered 

lightly by the staff of the big Waterloo 

street institution ? 
At anyrate the death rate among them 

is of a very high percentage. 
The case of Daniel Higgins told of 'n 

Progress Feb 24, was a brutal ect on the 
part of the police. This man dying in an 

epileptic tfi was carted to a stone cell of 
the Central Station and sect to the hospital 

only when it was too late. Profiting some- 

what by the censure incurred by this epi- 
sode the police authorities were a little 

more prompt in seeking medical aid for 
their next patient. Frank Hames. During 
the latter part of last week he was taken 

quite ill in the jail and Dr. Berryman or- 

dered his removal to the hospital. Turnkey 
Clifford accompanied Hams in the amblu- 

ance, but when the vebicle pulled up in 

front of the big granite steps the cffi ials 

in charge flatly refused to admit th: suffer- 

ing prisoner. 
They said these were not the hours for 

receiving other than emergency cases and 

Hams must be brought back at the proper 

time. Naturally Turnkey Clifford was 
very much exasperated by this bewildering 

show of red tape and said the hospital 

people would either take Hams into the 
building or be would leave him there on 

charge very much and still they held out 

against the unfortunate being allowed 
treatment. The outcome of it was that 

Hams was carted back to jail and next day 
after being again wheeled to the hospital 

died a very short time after he had been 

put to bed. 
BE This time it is the hospital and staff that 
can claim what credit there may be in the 

case of Hams, in the Higgins instance it 

was the police. It can hardly be doubted 
by any sane person had the sick prisoner 

been allowed admittance the first time he 

sought it, bis illness might have been 

checked and his life spared. But instead 

of this the red tape of the Waterloo street 

establishment, which all citizens help to 
keep up, put the suffering man back into a 
cold, clammy jail, there to grow rapidly 

orse, beyond ali recovery. 

Sharpe is concerned it was none of 

his bueinessfto have the smow in front 

of the [(Mzyor’s property removed. So 

there it [remained like a barrier in a 
steeple chase, or a tablet in a cemetery, 

until crowding pedestrians kicked it abou 

and | kindly Old| Solf persuaded the fallen 
flakes to resign altogether. 

Mr. Estey on *tore Crushers, 

Mr. James Estey writes a 'letter to the 

common council once ina while. One of 
his was read ; Tburedsy end provoked a 

smile § | because [scmeone bed raid that it 

wes about the purchase of the aerial ladder 
truck and there a lot of discussion arose 
just on thie saccount.f Ald. Tufts evident. 

ly bad wind of the letter because he asked 

the mayor if he bad not received a 

letter from Mr. | Estey about the truck 

business. He moved that it be read be- 

fore any action was taken. This brought 
Ald. McGoldrick to his feet. He objected 

to letters about matters that his department 
going to his worship or any one else. Then 

the debate wondered and there was amend- 
ment ‘upon amendment and finally Mr. 

Estey’s letter was taken up. It was about 

a stone crusher and the councils neglect to 
answer a former letter of his. There was 

a general laugh and someone suggested 

that the writer might be an authority on 
wind mills but not on stone crushers. The 

last transaction Mr. Estey had with the 
Board of Works did not please the alder- 
men. 

Ald. White's Attempt at Reform, 

Ald. White's attempt to reform the board 

of management is not meeting with that 
sudden and complete success that might 

naturally have been expected. The chair- 

man Dr. Christie, is not giving it his ardent 

support: in fact when it was referred to 
the board of works fer consideration that 

body, of which be is also chairman, failed 

to consider the matter and so there was no 
report upon it at the meeting Thursday. 
But Ald. White noticed the fact and 
reminded the chairman and so it is 

presumed tbat he will follow the matter 
up. The expenditure of the board of 
management is very large indeed and is 
controlled entirely by a few aldermen 
(five) who meet when they please (private- 

ly) report when they please and, in fact 

do as they please. Ald. White seeks to 

have them based upon the same basis as 

the other boards, to have meetings open to 
the press and report all that is done and 
there is no doubt that Lis move is ore im 
the right direction. 


