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THE REL'EF AND AID FUND. 

The city has decided to send a bill to 

the legislature to make a change in the 

fund of tbe Relief and aid Society fund 

Exactly what that change will be nobody 

can tell but public opinion demands that 

something shall be done. A few days ago 

the trustees o' the fund made a plea to the 

government that no action be taken. If 

their argument kad bz2en backed up by the 

promise that the reliet fund would be mare | 

aged an distributed without charge in the 

future, the exscutive might have been im- 

pressed. As it is the people's wishes will 

probably be respected. 

The immediate disposition of this furd 

is not an easy matter. For nearly a 

qaarter of a century certain people have 

been assisted—and the public woull be 

surprised in many cases if the names were 

- given—and yet the plea is set that it would 

be a shame to deprive these beneficiaries 

at this date of their annual income from 

the relief fund. 

Thisis a somewhat extraordinary con- 

dition of sffairs but it is the s‘and taken 

by a number of trustees of the fund. It it 

prevails, then St. John stands in a unique 

position so far as fie relief goes. But 

rizht here ano'her argument comes 1n. 

The fact that we have sucha fund is 

said to have prevented ou'side places from 

contribating to the aid of the Indiantown 

fire sufferers. The excuse was made at 

that time that the funds of the relief tund 

could not be diverted to their assistance. 

This might have been true in law but it 

was about as ridiculous as the recent con- 

tention that any of the money subscribed 

for those who volunteered in the first con- 

tingent could not be paid to those who 

went later to fight the battles of the Em 

pire in South Africa. 

A very large number of people are of 

the opin'on that the Reliet and Aid Fund 

should be clozed. How to do it without 

disappointing those who have been encour- 

aged to expect aid from itis a matter for 

discussion, but there will be po dispute 

about the point, that whatever 1s done in 

the future should be without expense to 

the fund. 

MAYORS PRESENT AND FU I'URE. 

The Mayor of a great American city, 

Chicago, has given his opinion as to what 

a chiet magistrate will be in the future. Of 

course he has the Chicago of the future in 

bis mind but at the same time many of his 

remarks are applicable to the heads of 

every city. For the city of Chicago, how 

ever, in 1950 he sees at its head a mayor 

absolutely free from care as to the roatine 

business of the municipality. He will be a 

business head, and be elected because he
 

bas sound opinions and suffiiently wide 

experience on sapitation, street cleaning, 

park and boulevard developments, water 

supply, and the 1k», to maka him an 

authority. He will be a business guide, 

and not a polizical tactor, as ha is forced to 

be to-day. He will be the highest type of 

the business man of 1950. His salary in 

all probability will range from $10 000 to 

$25,000 the year, since in many respects 

he will be more powerful, and be called 

upon for more than Governors, or even the 

President. 

The tendency of the times appears to be 

insistence that this Mayor of the coming 

years shall be not only politically sourd 

and strong, but he must be morally pure, 

in private as well as public life. He will 

belong to one of the two great parties; Le 

will not emasculate his political opinions ; 

he will and should have_certain quasi con- 
fidential offices in the municipality te be- 
stow upon his friends and his supporters. 
but he must bave been tested as to his 
capa ity to resist the bribe-giver, and a 

corrupt private hfe will bar him from 

a political career. 
This is quite a large programme snd if 

but a portion of it is carried out Mayor 
Harrison may be satisfied. The chief 

magistrates ol New York and Chicago are 

men with tremendous iofl ience and patron- 

age and they require the qualifications 
noted above in a greater degree than the 
mayors of siwall cities. Still the first citi. 

z3u of the smalleet town should not be 

cp‘n to any reproach. 

We can say in St. John, perhaps, that 

our mayors have been fairly representa: 
tive men but we have made ' the position 

such that it is not attrac'ive to the best 

men in the community, In a sense it hss 

been a stepping stone to other representa 
tive positions. Federal and provincial 

members of parliament have become ac- 
quanted with the people in the city courcil. 

Io former days a mayor bad considerable 

power, He was considered responsible in 

a great measure for the acts of the board. 
' He granted all licenses and in many , ways 

controlled civic affsirs. The cflive today 

is the ssme only in point ot salary. The 
mayor is chairman cf the council, the dis- 

penser of dog and coach licenses, the ex- 

cfli:io head of certain bodies ard there 

bis power ends. Bu! not bis duties. 

El:cted by the people, sepirate and dis- 

t'nct from the board of aldermen, he is 
supposed to look after the interests of the 
taxpayers and if he cannot check aldermen 

in what he consi lers an unwise [course to 

warn the psople who piaced confidence in 
bim. This is his chief duty—not {a slight 

one by any mans but, as we know, some- 

times unsatisfactory and disagreeable. 

FRANCE'S EXPOSITION. 

Ae the date of the cpening of the Paris 

exposition approaches the interest in the 

wonderful {air increases. Paris’is very 

much alive to the situation and is prepar- 

ing for a great rush of visitors. The war 

in the Transvaal is the most serious check 

that the great event has had and French- 

men are not politic enjugh to soothe the 
angry feelicg toward England. Without 

England the exposition cannot be a suc- 

ceas and to expect that country to be en 
husiastic toward France, where disgraceful 

caricatures of ber (Q 1een are tolerated, is 

exacting too much from a generous and 

forgiving people: French officers are figh'- 

ing against Eogland in the Transvaal. 

French diplomacy is striving to bring 

about continental interference in the 
struggle, the French press is bitter in its 

d:nunciasion of everything Eaglisa—why 

then should Englishmen, Canadians or 
other residents of the Empire hurry to the 

French capital and assist in making this 

great national demonstration a success ? 

It is not probable that the war in South 

Africa will be ended wh:n tha exposition 

opens and, if it is not, Englishmen will not 

lke feel going to a semi hostile country 

while her sons are on the battle field. 

The future of the street car is di cussed 
in a very pessimistic fashion by Mayor 

Carter ’H. HAgrrisox in the Saturday 
Evening Post ot Philadelphia. He says: — 
The street railway as koo vn today, a thiag of in- 

terfering rails, of dangerous overhe.d trolleys, of 

#m 1] cars and smaller stockholders, will pass to an 

oulivion it should have reachcd years ago. I ques- 

tion, i/ we fiad the durable strect paving so neces- 

sary now to all cities, whether st:eet railways will 

use rails at the end of another twenty-five years. 

The automobile with its free use of sll paved ways 

wil. drive the street car ft of rails into unrestricted 

use of the stree.s. With the disappearance of the 

rails we wi.l have an end of the corrupt and bother- 

some franchise questions. The streets will come 

back to the people literally, 

It is said that New York is the only large 
city without alleys. The alley of to-day in 

the average large city is a disease breeder. 

It is a place used for the concealment or 

storage of waste matter with little care as 
to what municipal ordinances demand. 
Crowding ot population is begioning to 
give the alley a higher value. Good pav 

ing, electric lighting and thorough drain- 

age make it attractive and useiul for the 
small stores and places to which the aven- 

ue is too expensive. 

It was stated a few days ago by Director 

WiseLy that St. Jobn could furnish its 

own electric street lamps for $65 a year. 
In this connection it is interesting to note 

that the 8000 street lamps in Chicago cost 
$68.52 a year. Two years ago each lamp 

of 2000 candle power cost $90 65 per 

annum. 

He Painted ia St. Johan, 

It is sale to say two thirds of the people 
of St. John are familiar with the name of 
Sydney Chidley. They may pot have 

known the man nor even seen him, but 

samples of his art, as left in this city will 
keep bim fresh in the minds of all. In San 

Francisco a couple of weeks ago this fam. 

ous scenic artist died and was buried. H 

was 63 years old and an Englishman. 
Though educated for the legal profession 
his natural bent wae for painting. When 

the St. John Opera House was being pre- 
pared for its grand opening Mr Chidl:y was 
busily engaged here painting tha scenery. 

T e interior situations, shady groves, sea- 

scapes, terraces etc., the theatre goers of 
this city are now so familiar within. In the 
OH. performances’ are creations of the 

dead artist's brush, also the big drop cur- 
tain, *‘Naples.” Many weeks were spent in 
fitting the theatre with ‘‘real estate” but 

since Mr. Chidley’s work other scenic el- 

f cts have been added. In the vi. inity of 

$4.000 was paid the deceased painter for 
his labor in this city. 

THE OASKE WAS DISMISSED. 

A Naval Officer Who Gave His Reasons For 

FPeiting a Boer, 

The air brake inspector of the Intercolc- 
nal was inclined to back up the Boers ten 

days ago. le talked whenever be got a 

chsnce and those who know him will make 

up their minds that he must have done a 
good deal of it. 

His name would indicate tbat he is of 

German or Dutch descent and it may be 
only natural that he should side with his 

ancestors but, on the other hand, he is an 

employe of the goverrm:nt anc should have 
kept his mouth shut. 

A naval man in Hslifax was talking to 

bim in one of the hotels in that city and 
listened to his Boer argument. He became 

very restless over the talk and opinions of 
the inspector but dil not ert r eagerly ir to 

the discussion until the Boer man began to 
deny religion and ridicule the idea that 

there was 8 God. This was too much for 
the sailor and ha politely reqiested him to 

step up to his room for a moment when he 

would prove to him that there was a 

(.d. The {fellow laughed at bis 

assertion but finally accepted the invi 
tation and went looking fer proof. Ile 

foand it for as soon as the flier could 

lock the door he proceeded to give him a 
sound thrashing. The Boer sympa‘hizer 

cried for mercy and finally shouted ¢ Help, 
Help, My God, he’s killing me.” 

“] thought you said there was no God. 

Now you're in a hols you're calling on 
Him. You're like all unbelievers.” 

Th: case came up in the police court 

and in defense the cfficer said. “He 

denied my God and insulted my Qaeen and 

country ; | did my duty and beat him.” 
The case was di'missed. 

VEESESOF YESTERDAY AND TODAY 

Kipling cof Lord Roberta, 

[Lord Roberts, the late commander-in-chief of 
the Briti h forces ia India and now commander e 
England's army in South Africa, is familiarly and 
aft ctionately known as *' Bobs.” not only by “Mr. 
T mmy Atkins,” the high private of the **thin red 
line,” but even amorg his fellow~cflicers. The 
Prince of Wales bade him good by: when he start 
ed for Table Bay with the words, **God bless you, 
Bobs I” Kipling put the poe: below into the 
mouth of the Bri ish private. It was first publish 
ed som : 8ix or seven years ago, but recent events 
give it new interest. The reference to Lord 
Roberts” well-known hostility to drink in the army 
recalls the tac’ that when the Empire recogniz:s 
that she must fi :ht for her life she selects men as 
her leaders whom our blundering War Department 
at Washington would p.oaounce “long haired.” ] 

There's a little red-faced man, 
Which 18 Bobs. 

Rides the tallest 'orse 'e can, 
Our Bobs. 

It it bucks or kicks or rears, 
'E cau sit for twenly years, 
With a +m le round both "is ears— 

Can't yer, Bobs ? 

Ifa limber’s slipped a trace, 
'Ook to Bobs 

Ita marker’s lost "18 place, 
Dress by Bobs, 

For "c's eyes all up is coat, 
An’ a bugle in "is throat, 
An' you will not play the goat 

Under Bobs. 

'E's a little down on drink, 
Chaplain Bobs; 

But that keeps us outer Clink~(chian gangs) 
Don’t it, Bobs ? 

So we will not complain 
Tho" e's water con the brain, 
If 'e leads us straight again— 

Blue- light Bobs, 

If you stood "im on 'is "ead, 
Father Bobs, 

You c¢ uld spill a quart o’ lead 
Outer Bobs. 

'E's been at it th r'y years, 
An-amissin’ sonveneers 
In the way of slugs and spears— 

Ain't yer, Bobs ? 

What ’e does not know o' war, 
Gen'ral Bobs, 

You can arst the shop next door 
Can't they, Bobs ? 

Oh, "e's little, but he's wise; 
'E’'s a terror for "1s 8'ze, 
An'—'e~does—not—advertise— 

Do yer, Bobs ? 

Now they've made a bloomin' Lord 
Outer Bobs, 

Which was bat "is fsir reward = 
Wer. n't it, Bobs ? 

An’ 'e’ll wear a coronet 
Where ‘is "clmet used to set; 
But we know you won't forget— 

Will yer, Bobs ? 

Then ’ere’s to Bobs Babadur— 
Little Bobs, Bobi, Bobs ! 

Pocket-Well'ton an’ arder— 
Fightin’ Bobs, Bobs, Bobs ! 

This ain’t no bloomin’ ode, 
But you've 'elped th: soldier's load, 
An’ for benefi s bestowed, > 

Bless yer, Bobs ! 

Are You An Absent-Miinded B' ggar? 

When you've shouted *‘ Happy New Year,” when 
you've done your swearing off, 

When you've finished up you're 20th century big 
You will not ce there's a fellow with & rasping sort 

of cou.h— 
He's the New Year's bill coll ctor—that he is. 

He's an after-money begear, his tenacity is great, 
Bu. you and me must take lim a3 we find him, 

He is out on active service, wiping something oft 
the slate, 

And he tries to leave receipted bills behind him, 
Shoe bill=drug bill—bill for a new straw hat! 
Think of the nerve to hand in a bill .ike that to- 

da 
This is the month they've got to come-—you can’t 

et away from that, 
Dig vour purse for credit’s sake, and pay—pay 

Pay. 

ROYAL 
ABSOLUTELY PURE 

Makes the food more delicious and wholesome 
ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., NEW YORK. 

BAKING 
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Pollivg Teeth In O11! Times, 

Some of the most interesting books in 

sn’ great library are the quaint old volum 's 
vh'ch have come down from earlier cen 
tures. The Congressional L-brary at Wash- 

ington, among thousinds of such works, 

possesses one on surgery, which was trans- 
lated into Engifsh and published in Lone 
don, in 1649 It had been written seventy 

y ars before by a Frenchman named Ame 

broise Pare, who was the greatest surgeon 

of his time. In the preface, which is dedi- 
cated to Henry III., ‘tbe most Cristian 

King of France and Poland.’ the author 
says: 

“For God is my witness, and all goed 

men know that I bave labored fifty years 
with all care and pain, in the illustration 

and ampl fication of chirurgery; and that 

I have so certainly touched the work where 

at I aimed, that antiquity may seem to 

bave nothing wherein it may excesd us, 

beside the glory of invention ; nor posterity 

anything left but a certain small hope to 
add something”. 

To the reader of to day it will look as if 

posterity had added a great many very 

large things to the surgical attainments of 
this wise man. In the matter of pulling 

teeth, perhaps the best known of all surgi 
cal operations, the directions of Ambroise 
Pare are as follows: 

‘Therefore tor the better plucking out a 
tooth the patient shall be placed in a low 

seat, bending back his head between te 

tooth drawer’s legs ; then the tooth drawer 

shall deeply scarify about the tooth, separ- 

ating the gums therefrom with the instru- 
ments.’ 

If the tooth is then loose, it may be shaken 

out; otherwite, various three pointed in- 

struments are recommended for use. The 

learned author says that unless the 
tooth-drawer knows his business well, 

he is liable to force out three teeth at once, 

‘“‘oftentimes leaving that untouched which 

causes the pain” 
Of the author’s rules of surgery some re- 

mein good, while others wouid now be 

pronounczd worthless. Here is a fair sam- 

ple. ‘You shall comfort the patient with 

hope of recovery, even when there is dan- 

ger of death.” This is another: ‘Grief is 
good for none but such as are very fat’ 

Doctor Pare’s whole book is an impres 

sive reminder that the progress of know- 

ledge has been in the direction of simplic 
ity. All his directions, like these tor 

tooth-pulling, would now be regarded as 

extremely and unnecessarily complicated. 

The First Corl thians.. 

An elderly women the story goes, called 

at the City building a few days ago for 

some aid out of the contingent fund. 

When asked what her claims for any of the 

money were she exclaimed, ‘Shure me eld: 
est boy went away with the first corinthians! 

New Crimes, 

Every point of view which affords an ex 
tended retrospect, wakes plain the wonder- 

f.l progress of civilization to which this 

century has contributed so much- 
The United States member of the in- 

ternational Prison commission finds sach a 
point of view in the penal laws which the 
states of the Union have enacted during 

the last few years. He imagines Draco 
and Solen, the great lawgivers of the 
Greeks, making a tour of our prisons and 

reformatories, and asking the various in- 
mates what offences they had committed. 
A man in a Virginia jail replies: ‘I kill- 

ed a partridge on the second ot February.’ 
A Massachusetts druggist says: ‘I sold 
“cocaine without a doctor's prescription.’ In 

Tennessee-a man is found to be serving a 
term of three years for killing fish with dy- 
namite ;'a Wisconsin baker has bad to pay 

a fine and spend six weeks in jail for sleep- 
ing three nights in his bakery; a New 
York man tampered with an automatic 
ballot machine ; a California nurse neglect- 

ed to report to a doctor that the baby’s 
eyes were inflamed. 

‘I was convicted for watering a bicycle 
path,’ says an Ohio tree sprinkler. ‘I 
tapped a telegraph wire,’ states another; 

‘and I sold kerosene that was not up to 
tne fire test,’ declares a third. 

1f the old law givers were to extend 
their tour of investigation still farther, 
they might learn ot men fined or imprison- 

ed for dropping advertising matter in letter 
chutes ; for gambling by means of ‘slot 

machines ;’ and for countless other offences 
the very means for committing which were 
unknown one hundred years ago. 
Thus tha statute books record the march 

of civilization, proclaiming the increased 

richness of life, and suggesting opportuni 
ties and responsibilities unknown even to 
the preceding generatisn. Young men of 

today are apt to hear much about the 
growing fi rceness of competition and the 

increasing difficulties of making a living; 

but the student of progress will not nied | 
to go far into the past to find an answer to 
tbe argument. 

Left ia Sleeping Cars, 

The sleeping car 1s one of the convenien~ 
cs of modern life. It permits commer:ial 
t ‘avellers and others, who hive to go from 

¢_y to city, to do their business by day and 
their travelling by night. Thus no time is 
lost ; and to save time seems to be the great 
Ameri-an idea. 

But the sleeping car has some disadvau- 

tages, besi les being for most people very 
uncomfortable. Itis a great pace in which 

to lose things. When the porter rouses the 

occupant of a berth who wants to get out at 
a way station in the early morning, the 

passenger, in bis hurry and sleepicess, of- 

ten leaves som article behind him. This is 
#0 common that the railroads have adopted 

a system for the collection and return of 
such property. The porters, the conduc- 
tors, the strippers and the cleaners, each in 

turn search the cars and any arti :les tucked 

sway in the berths, under seats or carpets, 

or bebind stesm-pipes, are taken to the 

nearest terminal station. It not calied for 
promptly, they are forwarded to head 
quarters. 

Near the Grand Central Station in New 
York is a lost-article bureau, into which 

things come from all points—irom Seattle 

to Bingor. The list of articles on hand 

awaitirg owners usually includes purses, 
jewelry, railroad tickets, wearing apparel 

and sleeping-gowns. Sets of false teeth 

are said to be quite commonly left in the 

cars, while on one occasion the porter 

found a wooden leg. An excited nurse- 
maid once left a baby behind in the sleep- 

er; the little fellow was well taken care of 

by the trainmen until restored to his 
parents. 

Many things lost in the cars can never 

be found. Some!imes an absent-minded 

man will wear off the wrong overcoat, but 

will be so well satiefi d with the exchange 

that he will say nothing about it, while the 

other man may be clamoring loudly, but 
in vain, for his own coat. 

*1ight Mon+y and Speculation’ 

The ‘tight’ money market, of which so 
much has been heard ;recently at Eastern 
financial centres. barmed speculators in 
sfocks far more than it did men engaged in 

commerce. The explanation is simple. 
When money is in plentiful supply, men 

borrow it freely and buy stocks with it. 

Prices rise; profits are real zed! more 
money is borrowed. 

Then the rates for money go up; the 

backs call in the loans which they have 
made; there is a rush to turn stocks into 

money, and prices go down as rapidly as 

tiev rose. Those who lose the fictitious 
profi's, and those who bought to late and 

bad no profits to lose, imagine that a 
calamity has happened ; but general busi- 

ness is not even seriously aff:cted unless 

the depression in the stock-market is grave 
and long continued. 

Much of this agitation arises from the 

widely extended practice of spaculating on 

“margins.” The man who buys shares on 
a margin does not really buy them at all. 
He does not own or expect to own them. 

He practically bets a certain sum per share 

that the stock wifl rise. The small pay- 
ment which he makes on the shares is 
virtually a wager. 
When a stock which sells for one hvn- 

¢red dollars a share advances ten dollars, 
the man who has really invested in it 

makes ten per cent on bis investment by 
the rise in price; but the man who has put 
up a margin of ten dollars on it makes 
one bundred per cent, on his money. He 

has taken ten times as much risk as the 
other. On the other hand, if the price 
drops ten dollars, the real investor loses 
oniy ten per cent and has a solid value left 
while the speculator on margin has lost all 
that he risked. 
So it comes to pass that the speculator 

on margins 1s the first to feel the squeez3 
of a ‘tight” money market. 

House k eping without Ungar’s 50 pieces 

for 50:ts. is like tryiug to manage an army 

without rations. Don's try to housekeep 
without this laundry rates. 

Ungar’s Laundry. Dyeing & Carpet 
Cleaning Works 28 to 34 Waterloo [street 
Phone 48. 


