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One Session Question.

The movement set on foot on by Mrs.
W. Frank Hatheway to bring about, if
possible, the bolding of a single session
in the High School, instead of morning
and afternoon sessions, is receiving a lot
support from the parents of scholars and
others, although some of the clearest head-
ed people in town are directly in opposi-
tion to the idea. Good reasons are given
both for and against tha proposition, while
a great many side with neither the pros
por cons but suggest entirely different
ideas as to the wo-king of the superior
school. Indeed several of these sugges-
tions have a great deal more plausimility
about them than the original questions in
controversy.

Mrs. Hatheway's plan is clear’y set forth
in the printed circular which she bad
numerously dietributed among the parents
ot the school children a short time &go,

reading as followe : —
St. Jobn, N. B., February, 1900

Inasmuch as many cf the parents and
friends ot the students in the High School
regard the present working Lours as too
leng, it hss been thougbt acvisable to
formulate a scheme by which it will be
possible to find out ¢xac'ly the opinion of
all the perents or guardians ot the children,
with a view of making the wnrk easier,
more enjoyable, health'ul and . fli ient.

At pris nt the working hours are five,
three in t ¢ morning and two in the alter
noon, there being an intermission of one
hour and & halt, frem tw-lve to balt past
one. The resumption of work in the atter-
noon, teachers ssy is very different from
the fresh start in the morning ; the childreo
are half tired, and during the autumn and
winter at final dismissel, the bright day is
practically over. Some of tbe pupils go
immediately homs and begin studying for
the next cay, so a8 to have the evenirg
free, but these are rare. The msjority en-
gege in some recreation, or in many Cases,
an , outeide study of tome kind, such as
music, un‘il the evening meal, and when
that is over, sgain begin on their lessons.
Here comes the greatest objection. The
eves are strained by close reading in arti-
ficial licht, the brain is not in fit condition
to battle over a hard !esson or one in which
it is d.flicult to take an interest; in many
cases there is & grest strain on the nerves
to make them obedient to the will wbich
concentiates the wandering attention, and
the result is often extrcme weariness and
perhaps ili-temper. This is Do ¢xagger-
ation. It is as true of the bright scholar
as of the average cne. 'The mental pres-
sure is too great for the physical organiza-
tion.

Chere are several ways of chenging all
tbie, and making school work a delight
end at the same time decidedly more eff
ectual than it is now. The best way scems
to, be to have only one eession, from nine
o’clock until one. with a short reccse dur-
ing which some light lunch mry be eaten.
The continuity of imterest in the woik,
with the consciousness fexemption from

~ classes in the a'terncon, acting as an ion-

centive, would more than make up for tte
omitted hour. This plan is working in
many schools in the United States, especi-
ally in High Schools.

Now, instead ot calling & meeting of the
parente, in which the few speak while the
many listen, then disperse with no defivite
action teken, you are inviied and urged to
think over the sutjeet of a contemplated
change 2nd write on this paper your
opinion ot having only a morniog sessicn,
with any remarks you wish to mske. Please
return the paper by your child to the
teacher by next Wednerday morning. The
Trustees end Bord oi Education will do
what is good for the children in the eyes
of their paren's, so it is importe nt for you
to give this matter your best sttention.

P. S.— Piease write answer on back of
this circu'ar.

A great many parents wrote in full their
opinicns in answer to the above rcquest,
while others were content with wriliog a
tew words of approval or disapproval The
overwhelming msjority were in favor of ¢ne
session, and to scan the written answers
favoring the new move, the irfluence of
the scholars could in a great many cases
be clearly diecerned. Mothers chicfly did
the answering, and while not a few gave
sensible reasons for supporting the new
idea, most of them were content with say-
ing, *[ am in favor” etc., appesring ss if
the boy or girl at home bad filled their
parent’s ear in order to gain an affirmative
answer to the circular.

Those who opposed the one session
movement gave explicit reasons for so do-
ing, some of which are published in this
arricle. Others sought to amend Mrs.
Hatheway’s circular, and also to amend
the present mode at the High School.
It was very clear however, that those who
opposed the idea thought the matter over
carefully before committing themselves,

while the same cannot be suppesed of tke

majority of persons who favored the
sche me, judgiog from the temor of their
writings.

When ProGress representative ap-
proached Dr. Bridges on the subject, the
principal of the High school said he did
pot care to express any opinion at this
stage of the movement, but there was one
thing sure about it the law provides for tbe
length of a school d-y, such ss is being
carried out now, ard it any change were
to be made itcould only be through
legislation. As to the advisability of
having the High Scheol close at one
o’clock Dr. Bridges would give no opinion,
though he volunteered the information tobat
in Charlottetown P. E. 1. the people are
at present petitioning the government to
re-establish the two-tession plan efter
giving the one seesicn idea a year’s trial.
They tound the single session plan did vot
work satisfactorily.

It is quite evident a great many local
ecucationists can sée no particular virtune
in the innovation, and while it may ruit the
peculiar circumstances of some scholars
th-y cennot for the life of them see why
such a radicsl change should be made.

As to the persons who gave their reasous
for supportirg or not supporting the one
session idea, the following aunswers to
the above circular will explam.

Dr. J. E. March—I em in favor of 5
hours :chool work divided into two sessious
tor high school, because—

1st—The prescrived lessons cannot be
gone through with in five hours.

20d—From the standpoint ot the family,
uninformity in school hours is desirable and
while yourger cbildren are rcquired to
work five houre, older ones should not get
off with less.

8rd— The argument in part 2 cf this cir—
cular ie, in my opiricn based upon & mis:
conception ot the intention and purpose ol
bhigh schcol work. and, as far as it is true it
applies with grester force to the younger
pupils. and the advanced standards.

4th— Papils who are untortunately phyic®
ally unable to stand the strsin of bigh
schocl work —and it is a strain and proper-
ly so—should net bar the way for rapid
advancement cf thote who are able.

5th—Instruction in improved home and
school by geine, in connectian with a course
ot graded gymnastics under competent
teachers will remove most of the real d:ffi-
culties complained of.

Mr. A. O. Skinper—Suggests usual
morping session and study of lessons in
schoel trom 1.30 to 3 p. m.

Mr. J A. Belyea—would greatly favor
any arrangement which would give more
t:me to the pbysical developement of the
young and to stimulate them for their
arduous bigh school work.

A. M. Beldin,—Favors the one session
idea.

Mr. and Mrs. Tilton of Lancaster—
Greatly in favor of one scesion.

H K. Estabrooke—Thivk the teachers
the best judge of the question.

Ira B. Kierstead—I am willing to try
the « xperiment.

M L. Gregory—School bours too long
and suggests a study hour for home lessons
durir g school dsy.

Mr. Jas. Taylor—Thinks one session
and Mr. Harvey’s plan both good points
and knows from bome observation that
something is amiss in the arrangements of
the school.

Frank Fales—1 sign this with pleasure
on bebalt of the scholais, but the poor
teachers they are now so bard worked 1
fear but our hours will break theam down
altogether.

Mrs. O. H Warwick—In favor of one
session.

Mrs. Alston Cushing—In tavor of one
session.

G. M. McLeod—One session.

Mrs. Vassie—Ooe sestion.

Mrs. Stockton—Thinks a public meet-
ing should bave been called and teachers
with experience consulted first. Suggests
a scssion of an hour and a hall in the
alternoon. .

E. J. Armstrong— Says there are too
many studies and they are breaking down
the health of diligent pupils. Desires one
tession in‘ winter and reduction in number
of studies.

Mrs. C. A. Hoyt—Sincerely hope the

(CONTINUED OX PAGE TWO).

THE MAGISTHRATE'SSAGE BEMAEKKS

He Blumes the Parernts for a Great Dexl of
the Wrong D i g Amo g Boy:.

It« really a pity the daily newspapers do
not give more publicity to some of the ad-
dresses made from the local police court
bench by His Honer Judge Ritchie.
While the workings of ths pesce-preserv-
ing machinery is at times not witbout its
friction and its creakings, yet the Mague
rate ie & man with & wholesome idea of jus-
tice and of even more wholesome opinions
as to the causes of more COmmON crimes
in the city, esp-cally smong yourhtul ¢nes.

On Tuesday last « Carleton lad was sen- |
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Law Framers Meet.

The opening of the Local Legislature is
always a day of mcre than ordinary inter-
est to the provioce. but more psrticularly
to the cit zens ot Fredericton.

Whether through custom or otherwise
the dsy sel-cted is always Thursdsy and
the populace of the capitsl put on, their
“sbest trent”? and trra out ¢ en masse” to
give tke event a right royal teod cfl.

It hae many a time b-en suggested—but

i

L i S

A detschment from the R. C. R L. in the act of giving the

ealnte of fiffeen guns announcirg

the opening ot the Legislature

at Fredericon. The cannons—!wo six pounders—are mounted
on 1be ba 'k o the river just brlow Parliament Square.

tenced to one year in the Reformatory fer
stealing lumber off a Sand Point e'eam-r

He was the youngest of a f:mily of fiv

boys and had not sttended eachool nor did
he work. He was fourteen years old and
His Honor in rending bim to the ins‘itu-
tion acroes Courtrey Bay, sswid be did it
not so much as punishment tor the clience
he had committed, tut for his moral te’-
terment.

To take him away from the fatal
laxity of a bome where he was not rightly
maoaged and to p'ace him in a home
ot order and government, Th: Magis-
trate widened his rewarks and eaid
there was altogether  t80° much
leniency being thown by pereats to incor-
rigible boys, mere children who rule the
household and whenever they do anything
wrong they are shiclded. They won’t go
to school and r« fuse to labor, but loat and
lark abocut corners and alleys at night
waiting for every chance to do mischiet.

Petty theiving, such as stealing s pples
from a grocery store barrel, is at length
indulged in, merely in a play‘ul mood p:r-
haps, but this elemectary step in wrong- !
doing is lollowed by greater stealing and |
from the polics ceurt and Raformatore tha

popular opinion would not favor the idea—
that a lot of the formsality—in fact pon-
sense—attending the opening of ouc Pro-
vincial Legislature might very well be
disprnsed with, and evea yet the laws of
our land respect-d.

But to do so would necessitate the
depa-ture ot the old-time custom and all
the powp and ceremony which is so exger-
ly locked torwerd to by the citizzns of the
capital, and its military and otber fuaction
sries who have only about this ons op
p r u ity ot “showing their metal,’ would
be lo:t sight of altogether.

For these reasons then, probably, more
than sny other it is that the old ime cus-
toms stiil prevail end the “‘guard of honor”
and *‘bocmicg of cannons” continue to
play an imporiant part in the annual open-
iog ol our Legislative H:lie,

A stranger visiting the city on the open-
ing day is pretiy sure to become interested
avd often amused at the many features
attending the event. The first thing that
will artract the visitor's attention is the
“hsuling of the cennons” two old 6 pound
ers, trom their quarters to the river bank.
Th s is the only event during the twelve
m n'hs that these 'wo ¢ mpiements ot war”

Front view of Parliament buildings at] Fredericton, taken
just prior to the ope:ing of ths L-gisiatur . On the leit is the
Guard of Honor, drawn up in two ravks. awsiting the arrival
ot the Lieutenaot Governor sni suite. The bacd of the corps

is drawn up in rear of the guard.

lad brings up in Dorches'er. His Honor

eaid if the policemen exsrted themselv-s
more toward ‘‘ropivg i’ lurking boys and
those who could not spswer satistactorily
what school they attended, or why they
were not working, instead of arresting the
same old list of « ffenders and unoffendine
drunks, the root of crime in St John
might to a grest ex'ent be unearthed.

A Joke ou the “Qops,"”

“] see you take coppers,” said the
twinkle eyed paseenger as he tendered the
conductor five pennies, at the same time
glancing at three ot St. Jobn’s “finest” in-

dulging in a free ride. The man with the
money bex smiled and so did everybody
else, but the policemen. They took a men-
tal snapshot of the speaker and stowed it
away in the grudge coruer of theiranatomy.

are brooght to the light of day, for but they
tske sdvantaze of this only opportunily
and mske tbemselves teard ere they
apain return to ‘‘cloee corfinement.”
Pr.Gress understands bowever, that this
‘¢ nteresting and very important part in tke
day’s proceedings bad to be dispensed
with this year and the reason assigned
would appear to the reader a rather ludi-
crous ove, coming as it does [rom a sup-
posed military hesCquarters. A local
p;per s.ye:

*On sccount of there being no men at
tbe barracks possessing a knowledge of
artillery, according to Sergt. Msjor Fowlie
it seems probable that the opening cere-
mony will not be attended by the usual

salute of 13 guns. Just how much know-
ledge of artillery is 1equircd to enabls one
to load up and discharge the two obsolete
six pounders |belonging to the mulitary
school 18 & question over which there seems
to be room fora difference of opinion.
This important duty in the past usually fell
to tte lot of Sergts. Walker or Cochrane,
neither of whom are now connected with
the school. Perbeps the vcteran Charles
Lacy, an old artilleryman, might consent
to take charge of the gun equad, if the
sergeant major is unable to find anothcr
suitable person.”

Now next year, if notified in time, St.
John will willingly send up a man to give
th- Sergt. M:jor a few pointers on ‘‘how
to losd a gun,”—or better still, PROGRESS
would sug:est the College boys be asked
to do the firing.”’

From ths noon hour until the time of
opening the streets are astir with the pop-
u'ace in all walks of lite. The fashions in
various shapes bestir themeelves on Queen
street and around Parliament Square
awaitiog the arrival of His Honor the
Licutenant Governor whose coming is
heralded to the ¢xpectant mulitude by &
bugle blast from one Her Majesty’s trum-
peters.

The crowd stand with abated breath un-
til the approach ot His Honor, accompani-
ed by his A. D. C and private secretary
by the sheriff and coroner and other dig-
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