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India’s Great Famine. §

¢

Multitudes Perishing in the Present Appalling Calamity—Its
Death Roll Unknown. 1

MMMMMMMMMMMM‘

If it were not for the war in South Africa
all the world would be watching another
tragedy, less dramatic, less picturesque,
but the most terrible of modern times—the
famine in India. Its death roll is unknown
I bave not seen even an estimate of the
pumbers who have perished—and one
reads only an occasional official paragraph
stating that another half million or so have
been added to those who depend for sub-
sistencc upon the handful of rice which the
Governmert supplies daily to people who
are actually starving. England is too
much absorbed in watching the ex-
tension of her dominion in South
Africa to pay much attention to the
perishing multitudes in the most popu
lous part of her Empire. It happens,
therefore, that India’s appalling calamity
is watched with keener interest by Ameri
ca than by the county which rules this far-
off dependency. And so it will be, prob-
ably, as long as India consents to suffer in
silence.

I do not mean to accuse the British
authorities of neglect of duty in the ter-
rible emergency. On the contrary, all in-
formation tends to confirm the belief tbat no
great public disaster was ever betore coped
with so energetically and so efficiently by
the official resources at command. Lord
Curzon has borne the test of an enormous
responsibility with credit and honor. Not
alone with the famine hashe had to deal
during this trying year. The plague main-
tains its grip on the afilicted land and chol-
era has recently been added to its miseries.
Political dangers have further complicated
the situation. The country has been al-

most stripped of white troops, which, in |

the early months of the war the danger of
a Russian invasion sericusly alsrmed the
British Government. Through all this
crisis the Viceroy bas succeeded in main-
taining absolute tranquility, an accomp-
lishment creditable alike to him and to the
suffering millions over whom be presides.

No civilized people, it is sate to say,
would suffer and perish thus unresistingly,
even uncomplainingly. Never before has
the philosopby of the East, the fataliam,
which the wisdom of the West condemns,
furnished so amazing an object lesson. A
great nation which submits to suffering
and death by hunger without a struggle,
however impotent struggling might be, is
a spectacle which the Western mind can-
not understand. The slence of India is
the marvel of the world to-day Not a cry
has been heard, not even a protest. The
world’s assistance has been received with a
thankfulness none the less deep because it
also is silent.

And day by day the situation grows
worse. Six millions is now the number of
human bemngs who perform the alloted
task of stone breaking or reservoir build-
ing in order to receive from the Govern-
ment the means to keep body and soul to-
gether. Thousands perish because they
are unable to work and their Eastern
pride prevents their accepting a tiny dole
of food as pare charity. I refrain from
reproducing any of the famine stories from
the English press and they are too paintul.
Most of the papers neglect, almost ignore,
the subject, but the Standard this week
gives an interesting summary of the situa
tion as it existed in the early part of the
present month. The following extracts
give a fair 1dea of it:

‘In Madras, which has hitherto been re-
garded a. outside the sfflicted ares, things
are rapidly becoming worse. The num-
ber of prople on relief works has more
than doubleda in the space of a fortnight.
There bas been a little rain, but this came
too late m.rerially to benefit the crops on
unirrigated lands, which are pow in many
places givip up for lost. Irrigation sup-
plies arc generally scanty, and the wells
very low iu psrts. The standing crops
are now practically confined to irrigated
lands. P .sturage is almost everywhere
dried up, snd the general aspect of the
country especially the Deccan districts, is
dreary 0 he extreme.’

‘Going 'rom Madras to Bombay, the
traveller does not see one single pstch of
green, 10 cven 80 much asa blade ot
grass, 'or buncreds of miles on end. The
whole of ib- Mgdras and Bombay Deoccan
is smply vn~ vast expanse of scorched up,
waterless upiand.  In meany pl:-ces hamlets
bave been ¢ mpletely deserted for months
past, suuply because there is no water
within m+ y miles of them. Springs and
rivers, whico have never been known to
fail b tore, are now absolutely dry. The
Nizam’s d.minions largely lie it this Dec-
can co. nry, and it is, consequently, mnot

surprising to learn that the intensity of the
famine in his territory is rapidly increas-
ing.

‘Passsing to the Bombay Presidency
we come to the part of India which, in the
opinion of the Central authories, is the
most severely afflicted of all. In other
parts, notable in the native States ot Raj-
putana, the mortality from starvation may
be greater, mainly because the system of
famine reliet and the organizer generally
in such States is not so good as in British
tertitory ; but it is now generally admitted
that certain parts of Bombay present the
worst famine features inall India at the
present time. The latest official reports
show that there has been no change in the
conditions, except for the worse. There
is no abatement of the famine ; things are
merely getting slowly and surely more
disastrous than before.

‘One of the most remarkable features of
the present famine is that certain districts
in the Bombay Presidency, hitherto reput-
ed to be the most fertile, perhaps, in all
India, are now the most afflicted. In or-
dinary times the country around Barodo
and Ahmedabad presents an aspect of ex-
traordinary fertility. At the present mo-
ment it is in this very tract that the worst
features of the present famine are to be
found. The people are literally dying of
starvation. The greater portion of the
cattle, the celebrated breed of Gujarat,
are already dead. Everything that buman
agency can do is being done to keep the
people alive, but they have been for so
many months past in a low and unnourish-
ed state that the mortality in many parts
has more than quadrupled. As for the
cattle, the government is trying to keep
the remnants alive in cattle camps, but the
mortality has been terrible, more than
1,000,000 baving died in the district of
Gujsrat alone.

“To add to the embarrassment of the
local officiale, a severe epidemic of cholera
has now broken out at some of the relet
works in the Godhra district; and the
people, weakened by many weeks and
montbs of low diet, are succumbing to
this terrible scourage at a startling rate.
Ia the Bombay Presidency as a whole
there are no fewer than two millions of
people on famine relief, and tbe popula-
tion affected is more than twenty millione.

“To the north and northeast of Gujarat
we come to another portion of India almost
equally sfflicted. The greater portion of
the land in R jputana is of extremely light
character and in many parts is hard to dis-
tinguish from desert. In States such as
Jodhpur and Bikanir much of it is actual
desert. Raiiways are few and far between
and vast tracts are almost completely out
of the reach of relief operations. These
semi-desert tracts are so sparsely popu-
la‘ed and the country itself is utterly hope-
less that it is impossible to establish relief
works. The inhabitants eke out a mere
existence on quarter rations aslong as they
can and then when physically quite un
equal to the strain of a long journey over
the sun baked waterless wastes of sand,
they try to make their way to the relief
works or the big towns, perhaps a hundred
miles or more away.

“There is every reason to believe that a
very large proportion of these people
never reach their destination, but die in
the desert, where their emaciated corpses
are soon picked clean by the jackals and
vultures which hang on their track. Num-
bers reach their journey’s end only to die.
In some parts of Rajputana, it is said,
scarce a day passes without a number of
people of all ages and both sexes being
tound dead by the roadside. Their bodies
are mere skeletons, with skin stretched
tightly over them, and for months past they
must have suffered the acutest pangs of
bunger. Yet nothing can well be done for
them. Thbose who thus die almost invari
ably prove to be resicents of the remoter
portions of the western desert who have
delayed too long their attempt to reach the
famine relief works.

‘It wou/d almost seem that in many in-
stances the people have no wish to live, no
.desire to continue the apparently hopelees
struggle for existence. With that fatalis-
tic tendence which is so marked a charac-
teriatic ef all Orientals, they argue among
themselves that it is their kismet, their des
tiny and that, an inscrutable Providence
hsving willed them to die of famine, it
would e idle to struggle against the in-
exorable decree.

“The next most zfilicted portion of India
is the central provinces, which had hardly
got over the scarcity of a lew years agos
before this new and terrible disaster came

upon them. There has been no change
for the better in this region. There are
now about one and three quarter million
of people on famine relief, and the popu-
lation directly affected by the famine is
some twelve millions. Fodder is scarce,
and water exceptionally so. The rivers,
indeed, are now at a lower level than has
ever been known, as are also the various
tanks and reservoirs which form the water
supply of large cities.

Watch the Skin
and _E_yes!

They Are Unfailing
Thermometers
of Health.

- —

The skin and eyes are two unfailing
thermometers of health. If the skin has
spots, eruptions, an unbealthy pallor or &
yellow appearance, and the eyes a glazed
look, with yellowish whites, it is high time
to purity and cleanse the blood, and regu-
late the liver and kidneys. Paine’s Celery
Compound makes pure, bright red blood
and relieves ths liver and kidneys of the
strain that is brought upon them, whenever
impure blood is pouring through their sub-
stance.

It has been fully proved by eminent
medical men that Paine’s Celery Com-
poend supplies that needed and appropri-
ate food that overworked nerves are too
feeble to extract from ordinary food taken
into the stomach. Paine’s Celery Com-
pound increases the appetite and puts the
digestive organs into shape to pass the
tood over to the blood in such a perfectly
prepared condition that the change into
nerve, brain ard tissue substance is easily
and fully brought about without waste of
nervous energy or wear upon the liver,
kidneys or stomach

In a word, Paine’s Celery Compound
builds up the weak, wasting and diseased
body ; it gives all the conditions of health
that guarantee a long and happy lite. No
other remedy in the world has ever done
such a true and noble work for suffering
humanity.

Make trial of one bottle, dear reader ; it
will convince you that vou have found what
you most need to make you well and strong.

Canada’s First Boy Baby,

How many people know the name of the
first white baby born within tke limits of
what now comprises the Dominion of Can-
ada, or can give the date ot his birth ? Aec-
cording to the chief Statistician of Canada,
Mr. George Johnson of Ottawa, the first
white baby born iu the territory that now
composes the Dominion was neither French
nor English. He was born of Icelander
parents who had settled at the base of
Greenland’s icy mountains and had sailed
to the shores of what is now Nova Scotia,
to form a settlement in what they called
Vinland. The baby, who was named
Snorro, was born about the year 1,007,
and became the progenitor of a long line
of eminent men. Mr Jobnson, to whom
we are indebted for our facts, says of Snore
ro, in the course of an admirable article in
the initial number of North American
Notes and Queries, just issued at Quebec:
‘Any Canadian, who visi's Lucerne io 8 wit-
zerland will be all the more enthusiastic
over the colossal lion carved out of the liv
Ing rock there to be seen, if be recalls the
fact that Thorwaldson, the great sculptor
whose work it is, was a descendant of Snor
ro, the first boy baby born of Europesn
parents in what is now Canada.—North
American Notes and Queries.

Kerens Was Plucky,

In connection with the marriage last Sat-
urday of Miss Jane Henry ot New York to
Vincent Kerens of St. Louis a Washington
special says:—

Mr. Kerens is the second son of R. C.
Kerens, one of the multi-millionnaires of
the west, and from intancy bas been ac
customed to a liberal allowance. When
be announced to his father last fall tbat he
intended to marry Miss Henry he was as
tounded by the words :—

*All right, but what are you going to
marry on ?’

Young Kerens paced the floor in silence
tor several moments, and then facing his
father, said:—

‘I'll go to work.’

Again the older Kerenssaid ‘All; right,’
and the young man, without the influence
of nis father, secured a position in S. Lou
is at a salary ot $125 a mouth. Out of
'his he was laying up more than be had
¢ver saved out ot his large allowance.
Promptly 8t 9 a. m. be was at bis desk
woere he worked faitbtully all day

When Mr. Kerens returned to St Louis
he found his son working, and was s0
pleased with his pluck that he bough( out
the whole corporstion and made Vincent a
present of it. Besides this he deeded to

him the Kerens mansion in Vandeventer
pl., in St. Louis, one of the handsomest
homes in that city.
Kerens senior says with great pride:—
‘Vincent does not go to work at 9 a. m.
He is in his office at 8 It is the same spirit
which helped me to make my fortune.’

MARY O'GRADY AND THE CENBSUS
MAN.

——— ——.

Divvil & Wan Did She Ever Hear Ask Sich
Questions but the Dector.

One of the census enumerators appointed
to count the people of East Orange, N.
J., is above all things an amisble man.
He strives to please and is pained when
others suffer. He felt that a heavy trial
was sbout to be laid upon him yesterday
atternoon when he confronted a robust ma
ture person who had kindly consented to
act temporarily as maid of all work for a
tamily in Mulford street.

‘Mary,’ said the mistress of the house,
who was sitting on the tront porch, ‘this is
the census man. He wants to ask you a
tew questions.’

Mary placed her hands firmly on her
hips, gave her fiery tresses a menacing toss
and fixed the census man with a look of
defiance. She responded with reasonable
promptness to the questions as to her name
and birthplace and the names and birth-
places of her parents. Then the census
man knew it was time to brace himsell.
He grasped the piazza rail firmly as be
asked *

‘How old are you.’

All the wrath that lay so close to the
surface blazed forth instantly.

‘Sure 'n I'd like to know what business
that is o' yours. How old am I? Tk’
impidence ! Fer two pins I'd—'

*Mary ! Mary !’ interposed the woman of
the house. ‘You don’t understand. This
man is taking the census. You must
answer him or you may be sentto jail.
Now tell him how old you are.”

‘Oh, well, it ye must know ye kin put
down fer 23.

The census man who is & good Metho-
dist, breathed a prayer for the ungodly
and set down the lie that was to endure as
long as the census should stand.

*Married or single P’

There were further signs of agitation
among the unruly auburn locks, but the
goaded spinster managed to restrain her
inclination to do personal violence as she
snapped out:

‘Single of course. I'd like to see the
man who could make me anything else.’

*So should I,’ responded the census
man, eager to fall in with her views. ‘Are
you & maiden or—’

‘Am I maiden P’ she screamed. ‘Am I
a maiden? Look here, young man, I’ll
stand no more of this.’

She was advancing upon him with full
intent to avenge her heaped-up wrongs,
but he elued her and pleaded for an oppor-
tunity to explain.

‘Don’t mistake my meaning. Don’t
think I intended anything wrong,” he
gasped, imploringly. ‘I wouldn’t insult a
lady, indeed [ wouldn’t. I was just going
to ask were you a maiden or a widow.’

‘Well, why didn’t ye say so, then P’ said
the woman, now somewhat appeased. ‘I
sh’d think ye could judge fer yerself. Of
course, I'm not a widow.’

‘Now, as to your employment; are you
generally busy P’

‘Busy ? Well, I guess if ye'll come in
‘most any time o’ day ye'll find me so.’

The census man, deeming it best not to
elucidate his meaning shut up his book and
made his escape. Mary O’Grady gazed at
him intently till he disappeared in the next
house. Then turning with a snort, she
started for her pots and pans.

“Th’ nerve ot th’ divvie I she exclaimed.
‘I never heard any one but a doctor ask
sich questions. I’s a wonder he didn't
want to take my pulse and temperature.’

A Veteraon Neuator,

The speaker, his subject snd what he
said conspired to make highly impressive
the address of Mr. Vest, ot Missouri, when
the Senste recently accepted the statues of
Thomss H Benion and Frencis P. Blair.
The House ot R presentatives held similar
excrcises earlier in the session.

Senator Vest, who is almost seventy
years old, has for many monks been in
iailing bealth. His step is faleering, his
tace deathly pale, and bis form shrunken
to & mere sbadow. He has read in the
newspap-rs at times speculations as to the
effect ot his desth in closely contested leg
isla‘ive battles ; for it had fallen to his lot,
since his health bas been so frail, to hold
almost the decitive vote at such important
junctures as the ratification of the treaty of
peace with Spain, and the dispute over Mr
Quay’s right to a seat in the Scnate.

In spite ot bis teebleness Mr. Vest spoke
for nearly an hour, standing at bis deek,
leaning slightly upon it by his finger-tips,
but otherwise unsupported. He spoke
from memory, and in a surprisingly strong
strong voice. What he said of these two
Unionists is noteworthy, ior he was him-

self « member of both House and Senate
ot the Contederate Congress.

‘No state in the Union suffered more
from internecine strife and neighborhood
war,’ declared Mr. Vest, ‘than Missouri.
The wounds inflicted were deep and cruel,
but today Missouri sends to Statuary Hall
the marble images of two men whose pub-
lic lives were given to the cause of free
soil and against the further extension of
African slavery.’

After a graphic recital of the stirring
events in the lives of Benton and Blair, he
closed with these words: ‘Mr. President,
these men sleep together in Missouri soil
almost side by side; and so long as this
Capitol sball stand or this nation exist,
their statues will be eloquent though silent
pledges of Missouri’s eternal allegiance to
an eternal union.’

MISSIONARIES IN NORTH CHINA,

Constant Cause of Trouble With Natives—
Swedeg Obnoxious to Russia as Well.

It is a remarkable coincidence that the
part of China in which the ‘Boxer’ organi-
zation has its rise is that in which foreign
missions and railway construction are most
active. The American missions in north-
ern China where the Boxer agitation is
strongest have many stations with a num-
erous personnel which is composed of
Americans. There is another society,
however, whose stations are scattered all
over the country north of the Sikiang or
river of Canton, a large proportion of
whose missionaries are of Swedish nation-
ality and from Finland. Itis called the
China Inland Mission and has its head-
quarters in london in England. Its
stations are most numerous in the pro-
vinces of Kiang Si and Che-Kiang south of
the Yang-tse-Kiang, and in the provinces
of Shansi and Shensi, west of Chib-li in
which Pekin is situated, and there are
stations in the far western province of
Kansuh, bordering on the frontier of Tibet
and along the great wall toward the Mon-
golian Desert.

For many reasons, mostly of a political
nature, migsionary work in China is re-
garded unfavorably by the population in
general, but especially so by the official
classes who are intensely conservative of
old institutions, more particularly the re-
ligious. Now that they seem to have much
to fear on the score of the number of con-
verts made by the missionaries, for the
average number of converts admitted in
the reports of the China Inland Mission is
tew in relation to the number of mission.
aries employed and the cost of maintaining
the numerous stations. Asexamples: In
the reports for 1890, Kansub has torty
nine missionaries and native helpers and
reckons only sixty communicants. Shensi
has 107 missionaries and native helpers,
with 324 communicants. Shansi returns
210 missionaries and native helpers to
1,218 communicants, snd so on in
proportions, varying f{rom one and
two to five and six converts per missionary
and native belper throughout the length
and breadth ot China. The total number
of stations establithed by the China Inland
Mission in January, 1899, was 318, with
713 missionaries and 605 native helpers
with 7,147 communicants. As will be
seen, these figures do not appear calculat-
ed to alarm the Administration; but it is
privileged status enjoyed by the mission-
aries who openly work for the overthrow
of the national religion that causes most
of the difficulties with which the Chinese
authorites have to contend in their relate
ions with foreign powers. But perhaps
being obnoxieus to the Chinese people and
Government on general principles, the
Swedish and Finnish element in the China
Inland Mission so widely scattered over
the north ot China, which Russia regards
as more particularly within her sphere
of influence, is offensive to the Govera-
ment of the Czar. There is
no ressan to suppose that the
Boxers are acting under foreign instigation
ot any kind, but if their action tended to
the withdrawal of the missionariecs and
their propsganda from northern China it
is not probable there would be any regret
at the closing of their establishments.
From the nature of their work their acquain
tance with the language ot the country and
the freedom of travel enjoyed by them and
their native assistants, they are in a posi-
tion to become intimately acquainted with
the condition of the country and public
sentiment, and so indirectly to render very
valuable service to the Government of the
country whose missionary societies employ

them. In the present state of affsirs in
northern China this would be preeminent-
ly the case and for this resson it can be
understood that the closing of the English
missions in particular in northern China
would be agreeable to both the Chinese
and Rusian governments, whether brought
about by the Boxers or other agencies.

PAIN KILLER is the best, safest and
surest remedy for cramps, colic and
ciarrtcea. As a liniment for wounds and
sprains it is unequalled. Avoid substi-
tutes, there’s but one Pain-Kilier, Perry

Davis’. 25c. and 60c.




