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In this passage there 18 a picture of the 

stern old Gen. Koch: ‘When noon are 

rived I went to F. C. Piena.r and remind- 

ed kim ot his promise of permits. He 

shrugged his shoulders, told me be had no 

further authority, and r« ferred me to Gen. 

Koch, who bad arrived about 10 p. m. the 

previous evening. Choosing a favorable 

moment, therefore, I got the general alone. 

His bearing was very r«solute, and, for a 
man of his auvanced age and venerable 

appearanee, wonderfully firm ; but a single 
glance at his cold expressionless eyes en- 

abled me to snticipate his answer. He 

apparently did not speak English with ease 

and called up one who I was afterward 
informed was his son, Judge Koch, and 
very diliberatcly told him to inform me as 

follows: ‘You will stay here at least an 
other two days, until tke arrival of another 

commando, whena council will be held, 
and a decision taken as to what to do witb 
you. If you remain here you will be prc- 

tected ; but it any of you are found on the 
veldt you will be shot indiscriminately. 

We mean absolute business this time.’ 
Evidently we are fixed for a time. 
A couple of hours after this I was sent 

for by Gen. Koch. Could I, he asked, 
find a sail (local for tarpaulin) as a wagen 

of ammunition had broken down in a spruit 
some_two miles distant, and the night 

promised to be wet. I promised, seeing 

in the commission an opportumty to see 

what was atoot, and knowing moreover, 

that his own men could have got a sail any 

how if I had declined to find one. An 

escort was_tound me, and I went first to 

the station, where I krew a spare tarpaulin 

had lain. It was gone; but in looking for 

it, I found a case of dynamite, which bad 

evidently been brought from the colliery 
mag: zine, distant about halt a mile. A 

tremendous hammering was going on in 
the cffice, and on entering I found an 

officer using 8 hammer, and spparently 

opening up or nailing down the floor. I 

at ouce connected the case of explosives 
with the hammering, and suspected that 

the building was beirg mined. Before 

there was time to sce what was being done 
I was peremptorily ordered outside, acd 

when I replied that Gen Koch bad sent me 
for a sail 1 was told ‘Go tack and tell Gen 
Koch I don't know him.’ 

But the (flicers maintained discipline of 

a sort, as witnesses the following story of 
a duck. ‘The afternoon dragged wearily 

on, and teveral of our party bad a turn at 
cooking, none of the attempts seeming 
particularly eatisdectery. Knives and forks 

crockery, etc , were rapidly disappearing, 
and our usual eating habits were following 

suit, Those who did not care to sratch a 
piece of halt cocked mutton frcm the top 

of the kitchener ard eat it K:ffir fashion 

stood af good chance of going bungry. By 
chance bowever, I bad a dinner of roast 
duck that fright. Parsing a ccuple of 

officers at the table, cone of them aaked 

me to join them and pasted me what he 

called a ‘duck with a history’ to help my- 

selt beiore he ard his brotherjcfficer began. 

The duck, according’to his tale, bad be- 
lenged to the proprietor of the hotel, and 

one of the [1ovgh turghere, eecing it, bad 

cut off its bead with bis jack kmfe, and 
was making (ffiwith his prize when he 

stun bled into tke arms ofa field cornet, 

who demanded particulars of the way in 
which the cuck ctme into bis possession 

No esatisfactcry explanation being forth- 
coming, he was deprived of bis duck and 

sentenced {tbare ex d then to fitteen lashes 

in lieu thereof. The duck was taken inside 

and cooked for the (fficers, and together 

with a plentiful supply of potatoes, proved 

an appetizirg dish. 

‘We then left the station premises, and 

went to one of the colliery sidings, 

where a train of military stores was being 

looted. My; miseion} ard my escort to- 

gether enabled me to go down the entire 

train, and wa'cb {the proceedirgs without 

interference.) Infone wegon dozens of new 

military sadcdles,were found and this en- 

abled the Boers to mt ke ute of the numer- 

ous horses they bad captured on their way 

down. Another truck contained whiskey, 

which was destroyed as_soon as lound, the 

leader |thinking it] inedvirable to allcw 

whiskey to get emong their foliowers by 

the case. Further elorg the train we e 

found meal,| flour, bread, clothing, « flicers’ 

bsggr ge, bandemev’s uniforms and instru 

ments, what was useful was, of course, im 

mediately anrexed and other goods wire 

thrown out of tke trunks ard picked up by 

the scores of Indians and ratives who were 

enjoying the spectacle. Scme queer re- 

sults were seen 28 the} Boers fourd the 

officers’ baggage and the bendeman’s uri 

forms. One of the roug hest managed to 

squeeze his feet into a peir of patent 

leather topjboots and exchanged his course 

jacket for a scarlet bardmaster's tunic. S. 

attired he walked cff with carbine in one 

band and a boot tree in the other, no 

doubt bent on ascertaining what the latter 
was used for. Another eat for some time 

making vigorous attempts to blow a note 
on a big trombone which was minus a 
woutbpicce ; end, when he fourd it un- 
workable be thiew it down and trempled 

the shape out of it. Among other finds 
the Boers got a number of polo sticks, 

tennis rackets, chess boards, folding chairs 
(each bearing some officers’ name), ard 
many similar things aod these were the 

cause of much untavorabls comment on 

the part ot the Boer officers, who failed to 

see the need of them. However, the fold: 

iog chairs, at lezst, were useful, although 

it did not seem to be quite in the fitness of 
things to see Gen. Koch or Field Cornet 
Potgieter sit at ease in a chair which bore 
in large letters on its back, ‘Capt —R. 
I. F., or "Lieut ——R. I. F.”’ 

The Boers, too, seem to be able to sing 
songs other than bymns and psalme, for on 

the second night they had a smoking con- 
cert. ‘As our stay scemed likely to prove 
a long one, and the hours dragged wearily 

on, a smoking concert was mooted, wheth- 

er by our men or by the Boers, I cannot 

say, but whoever gets the credit of the in- 

itiative, it was duly arranged, and Field 

Cornet Pienaar was ready and willing to 

take the chair. Duly at 8 p, m., he sp- 
peared, and at or ce bad some choice whis- 
key and cigars placed on the table, and he 

filled up and handed round to Briton and 

Boer impartially. The whiskey was con- 

signed to some of our British offi ers at 
Dundee, anl Pienaar jocularly admired 

their choice of whiskey, and, inceed, as the 

night advanced, he quite warmed up to the 

officers, who, as he put it, were nnt so bad 

as he thought, as evidenced by their good 
taste. Foor Pienaar bad a right royal time 
and probably rever bad a jollier night in 

bis lite. It was his last on earth, for ere 

acother sun bad ret he was stretched dead 

on the battlefieid within a mile of the scene 

I hive just men‘ioned, aftr, from all ac 

counts, fighting like a Trojan. 

‘The smoking concert proceeded mer- 

rily, despite the extraordinary circum- 

stances under which it was held. It was 

opened by a comic song, rendered by a 

refugee from Newcastle, whose musical 

abilities proved of great service. He and 

I then rendered the old duet, *Al’s Well, 

and on being encored responded with the 

‘Army and Navy’ duet. A Transvaal 

burgher sang- an Irish song, as only an 

Irishman can. He told us afterward that 

this way his eighth campaigp, but he did 

not know then that it was his last. Next 

day he was dead. A German sergeant 

then sat down to the piano. Sir Joseph 

Barnby’s glee, ‘Sweet and Low,’ was sung 
to his accompaniment, end when I say that 

it was a tuccess vocally and instrumentally 

and add that we all had to trust to memory 

it goes to show how wide is the popularity 

the little composition erjoys. The Boer 

sergeant then played a series of national 
anthems, including to'h ‘God Save the 
Queen’ and tke Transvaal Volkslied. 
They were all played with great taste, and 
I certainly never expect to tear our na- 
tional anthem played or sung again under 
such apparently impcseible conditions 
While we English prisoners sang cur 
pational anthem, tte Dutch present joined 
in, but as they sang in the tael [ could not 
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COLDS 
All of Dr. Humphrey's Specifics are as 

effi :acious as * 77 tor Grip and Colds. 
His Manual on the csre and treatment of 
the sick may be had for the asking at your 
drug store or will be mailed free, tells bow 
Specific No 1 dissipates Fevers, how No.9 

cures Headache, and No. 10 Dyspepsia, 
Indigestion and Weak Stomach, how No. 
11 belps Suffering Women, how No 14 al- 

lays Skin diseases, Eruptions, Salt Rheum, 

Nettle Rash, how No. 1£ helps the sufferer 
from Rheumatism, how No. 27 eases the 
Kidneys, and No. 30 relieves the Bladder. 

For sale by all druggists, or sent on receipt of 
price, 25c. for five for $1.00. Humphrey's Homeo- 
pred Medicine Co., Cor. Wullaia & John Sts, 

make out what they were singing, but they 
were well acqu inted with the air and sang 
it freely. ‘God Bless the Prince ot Wales’ 
was also played by the Germans. both 
English and Daten singing in their re- 
spective tongues. Whether the Dutch 
version had any relation to ours I cannot 
say, but the tune was evidently familar.’ 

Word from ** Qur Boys”. 

The following letter has been received 

frcm J. Benson Pascce, one of the St 

John members of the Canadian contingent, 

and shows that tne citizen soldiers were 

carrying a light heart and ready for the 
bard work before them in Africa. The 

letter reads as follows : — 

Well to begin with I am erjoying the 

best of health and spirits, and have all the 

way. Oane poor fellow from Ottawa died 

the four.h day out and was solemnly com- 

mitted to the deep. A great number were 
sea tick, but not I. We have bad a 

splendid trip, I have seen the sea as calm 

as a mill pond at mid ocean. We will 
arrive at Cape Towa on Tuesday or Wed- 

nesday. Have not passed many ships, 

about ten. Have seen a few whales and 

sharks and lots of flying fish. We passed 
the Cape de Verde Islands on Sunday, 

two weeks ago today, and oh! you could 
not imagice, neither could I begin to ex- 

plain the beautiful scenery. They are 

huge hills or mountains, green from top to 
bottom, except on the perpendicular face 
ofthe rock. If I ever see you again I wi.l 

try and tell you about them. The cock 

had a big plate of canned corn yesterday, 

and while he was ea'ing it, Will Swatridge 

swiped it out of his hand and ran, the 

cook fell head over heels down stairs 

chasing him, but failed to catch bim. Just 
as I was dozing off to sleep last night the 

string of my hammock broke and down I 
went on a lot of dishes on a table under 
me. But there bas been others, and I 

have had the pleasure of laughing at them, 

I did not hurt myself, so I will allow you 

to laugh atme. We had shooting a few 
days ago and I made first class. I heave 

been a mess orderly most of the time, my 

Cuics are to wait on a table, wash the 

ditches and keep clean around the table. 

‘I'here are two orderlies and ten men at 
each table. We have full sway ot the 
ship and get clear of all other duties, such 

as fatigue, watch and guard, which are 

much more disagreeable. They have to 
swob the decks and other dirty work. 
With the ¢« xception of about 100 they are 
all a nice lot of fellows. Some splendid 

singers, and we have lots of it. Our 
camp gave a concert Friday night on the 
quarter deck, and the colonel was very 
much pleased with it. We have boxing 
exhioitions occasionally and I take an 

active part. [ will write again when I get 
tim: and I will have something of interest 
to tell you. The next week or two will 
be a case of hustle, time is very precious. 

A number of fellows are to be sent home 
because they are mot strong enough and 
some for d.fferent offences. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. BEnsoN Pascok 

‘Man Drunk, Block Siguals Sober, 

The introduction of block signals on 
railroads running fast express trains has 

lessoned the danger and also created a 

feeling of safety in the minds ot those who 
are compelled to travel to any extent. 
The pilot on the engine of the postal ex- 

press, when it reached New London, bore 
the signs of an accident in which some 

track walker had lost his life. The en- 

gineer knew nothing of it, nor could he 
tell when the supposed accident happened. 
None of the operators could shed any 

light on the mystery, but, strange to eay, 
the operator in the tower just east of the 

Westerley station failed to respond. Re- 

peatedly he was called up, but to no pur- 

pose. 
An investigation showed that he was 

lying on the floor, dead crunk From the 

appearance of things, it looked to those 

present at the station as if the man bad 
sect out deliberately to celebrate. All the 

signals were set at satety, and there was 

no reason why tte towerman should have 

been disturbed. 

Crnel Kindness. 

John Ruskin. at seventy five, had as 

keen a sense of taste as most men have at 

twenty, and greatly enjoyed new flavors. 
‘My palate,” he once said, serves me 

now so well, because when I was a child I 

was given only the plainest food. When 

was a boy, too, I had but one or two toys 
and no amusements. Hence the kaen de- 
light which I take now in every little plea- 
sure.’ 
Monsieur Renan explained to a friend 

his babitnal cheerfulness in the same way 
‘When I was young,’ he said, ‘my life was 

simple and bare. Ibad few amusements 
I kept all my illusions ; hence little thir gs, 

which an indulged child in a luxurious 

home would scarcely notice, now give me 

an old man— real happiness.” Here is 

the hint of a truta worth the attention of 
American parents. If they have wealth, 

or ¢ven a moderate income, their fond 

effort usually is to give to their boys or 

girls all the pleasures in miniature which 

belong to middle age. Children are early 

made familiar with tho ides of fashionakle 

clothes and jewelry. They have their 

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS, 
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formal luncheons and dinner parties, and 
even balls, in which there are the state and 

ceremony, and sometimes the dishes, 

whieh are to be found in the entertain- 

ments of adults. They ere overloaded with 

costly toys, for which they care little. 
The disappointed father and mother won 

der why the child is bored by new plea- 
sures. They do not see that they are rob- 
bing him in youth of the relish and keen 

sense of erjoyment wbich was meant to 
give happiness and zest to his whole life. 
Stil more cruel kindness is that of parents 

of moderato means, who accustom their 
children to a life of luxury, living to the 
full limit of their incomes, and when they 

die leave them unprepared to struggle with 

the world. 

Heroes of Peace, 

When the storm howls on a winter night 

and from the shelter of a comfortable home 
one hears the snow or sleet driven against 
the window pane, it is natural, at least for 

those who live near the sea, to think of the 
perils to which sailors are exposed. With 

this thought may well be blendea some re- 

cognition of the brave men who are wait- 
ing to give succor to vessels in need. 

From nearly two hundred stations on the 

Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and from seventy 

more on the Great Lakes and the Pacific, 
the crews of the life saving service patrol 

the coast on such nights, keeping a sharp 
lookout for vessels in distress. It rarely 

hsppens when a ship goes ashore anywhere 
along the extended American seaboard 

that the lifesavers are not at hand to give 

aid. Few know their names, and tleir dar- 
ing deeds are seldom mentioned in the 

newspapers ; but they are as ready to risk 

their lives as if their names were to Le 
g+zotted for bravery. In 1898, the serious 
work of the crews began early with the 

great blizzard which swept the Atlantic 

coast late in November. Nearly two thirds 

of all the recorded loss of lite on the coast 
for the year occurred in that single storm. 

Altogether, the crews saved nearly four 
thousand persons who were on board of 

vessels which hid met with some disaster; 

and they sav.d also more than six million 
dollars’ worth o! property. There is little 
dang-r that the heroes ot war will be de- 
nied the glory whi h their courage mere, 
but these heroes of peace, wko risk and 
sometimes lose their lives to save others, 
deserve r:cognition also. 

— 
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