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BETTER WITHOUT THEM. 

It has always been a disputed point with 

newspaper men as to the advisability of 

publishing the police court reports—those 

of common drunks, ordinary assaults, 

abusive language, etc. There are cases, 

of course, that come before the police 

magistra'e and demand attention from the 

press in the interest, of the public but it is 

doubtful if any good end is served by pub 

lishing the fact that ‘‘John Smith, found 

drunk on Germain street, was fined $8 or 

30 days jul.” 

® Such a paragraph is passed over by the 

man of business. le has no interest in 

John Smith and if be has it is probably a 

feeling of sympathy, a passing thought, 

whether he has a wife and family who will 

suffer by bis act. But all who know Jubn 

Smith and bis family will read or hear that 

be has fallen and been fined or sent to jail. 

The sorrow of the wife, mother or children 

is greater, their misery keener than it 

would have been otherwise. His children 

may have to hear the taunts of playmates 

and learn that their fa‘her has earned for 

them a measure os sorrow they did not 

know before. 

Worse perhaps than this however is the 

¢fl.ct upon the man himself. There are 

many instances where the fateful court bas 

bad much to do with a man’s downward 

career. But for that he would have had 

a greater incentive to reform but the tack 

is harder when he Las to hear the jokes of 

his f.llows and feels that all men kmow ef 

the disgrace tbat bas fallen upon him. 

There are newspaper readers who toke 

a merbid imterest in police court fairs 

and the ourmal tbat does mot provide that 

sort of reading does not suit them. But 

hey are not the best clase ol the papers, 

patrons and the question may Wt II be 

considered whether it is not better to take 

the risk of disappeinting them. In this 

city the complete police eourt record is 

not publihed in all the papers. Those 

that do are atked almost daily to keep thi
s 

man’s name out on account of his family. 

There is always seme reasemable excuse 

and it is hard to refuse but thea why 

should the laberer, Joka Smith, be 
shown 

up and {he megchant, John Brewn, 
escape 

notice ? It has been done and, no doubt, 

will be dome again but it is repellent to a 

journalist's ideas of justice. Oa such oe 

casions the theught returns with increasing 

force. **Weuld it not be better to dispense 

with such news altogether?’ 

THE REASONS FOR THE WAR. 

It is strange that ven to this day there is 

much misconception of the cause cl the 

war in South Afrioa and it is net an uvo- 

commen thing to hear disputes as te 

whether there was suffi zient reasom for the 

interferenee of England in the aff.irs of 

the Traxsvaal. In spite of the fact teat fer 

years the columns of the newspaper have 

been filled with stories of the gricvamees 

of Baglishmen and Amelieans in Sowth 

Afriea, there are mea today whe do met 

know what the war is about. Im order te 

appreciate the justice of the cenflist it is 

well te knew the facts amd we prepese te 

give some idea of the principal grievanees 

of the foreign resident in the Transvaal as 

outlined by a member of the Imperial 

South African Association of whieh Lord 

Wixpsor is chairman. 

In regard te numbers the Uitlanders re- 

resent between eme-ball and three-fourths 

of the populatien of the Transvaal, and 

although they pay from five.sixths to nime- 

tenths of the taxation of the eountry, they 

bave no share =the government. The 

texation paid by the Uitlanders is more 
than £16 per bead, ‘“a burden probably 
unparalleled in any other country,” and 
about 90 per cent of the Ui landers are 

British subjects. With regard to freedom 
of the press, such a thing does not ¢x st in 

the Transvaal. According to the press 
lsw of 1896 read in connection with the 
amending law of 1898, the president of the 

South Alrican republic can on the advice 

and with tke consent of the ex cutive, for- 
bid the circulation of printed matter en 
tirely, or for a time, at bis discretion, and 

it is within his power to prohibit the cir- 
culation of any newspaper he chooses. 

This power bas been exercised more than 

once. Open air meetings can only be held 
with the sanction of the governm: nt, and 

indoor meetings can be broken up by 

order of the police in terms of the law. 
Next, there is a grievance wlLich raises the 
qu=stion of religious equality. Uader the 

constitution of the Transvaal no R.man 
Catholic can ever be admitted to be presi. 
dent, or a member of the exeeutiv: coun 

cil or a member of either of the R .ads and 

it is a fact that no Roman Catbolics are 

appointed as offi ials in the Transvaal. 

It is admitted, even by the irquiries 

which have been conducted by the Trans 
vaal Government, that the admicistration 

of the finzn:es is bad and corrupt and that 

there is ro proper system of audit or con- 

trol. Ou this point we have the report of 
the Inspectcr of Offices in 1897, in which 

he states that the defalcations of «ffi ials 

amounted to £18 590, and only a few hun- 

dreds bad been recovered. Between 1883 

and 1898 the debates in the Volksraad 

show that on advances to fli ials th re 1s 

no less than £2 398,600 unaccounted for. 

The secret service fund, according to the 

estimate for the current year, amounted to 

£56,000, which is more than the amount 

voted in the British Impcrial estimates; 

yet that sum has been babitually exceeded. 

In 1898 it amounted to £42,500, and in 

1896 to £191,800! 

The Liquor Law was passed in 1807, 

but it was habitually evaded. Under that 
law only 8S licenses were allowed in Jo 

hannesburg, but, as a matter of fact, no 

less than 438 licenses were granted. A 

Transvaal Commiseion has reported on 

this subject, and they point out that this 

abuse of the Liquor Law has resulted in 
the ruin of a large portion of the native pop- 
ulation, 'n disease, accidents in the min.s 

and other crimes, and the Commission also 

point out that rom 20 to 30 per cent of 
the natives employed in the mines are in- 

capacitated owing to this abuse of the 

Liquor Law. 

The next grievance is that comnected 
with the appointment of jidges. The 

judges are all subservient to the President, 

and can be dismissed by him at pleasure, 
and, in the words of the present Chief 

Justice, the oath which they are called 

upon to take is one which no man can t:ke 
with self-respect. Then there 1s a very 
important grievance with regard to the ai- 

m pistratiem of the police,jwhem Sir Ax 
yreDp MiLNER bus described ss barsh and 

arbitrary in their treatment of individuals 
whem they happen to dislike. It is well 

kmown that the police can enter houtes 

without a w.rrant, and can treat people 
with tke gressest brutality, and, though 

temporarily dismissed in consequence, af- 

terwards be remnsta’'ed. This is a very 

serious hardship ter British subjects, and 
it is an infringement of their rights under 

the conventicn of 1884. Anether 
hardship, also an imfringemeat of that 

cenventiom, is caused by the Alien 

Expul:iem Act of 1896, umder which the 

president has power to expel amy Ult- 
lander without any trial whatever. The 

Transvaal Government has daimed the 

right in time of war, either to cempel the 

services or te seiz: the preperty of Briish 

subjects, amd to levy a special war tax 

upen them. 

Then, again, although the Esglish lan- 

gusge is geaerally used, yet it is forbidden 

in public documents an! preceedings. In 

sehoels it may not be used after Sanda d 
111 , and the regulations are such that, 

out of £63 000 which is raised in Jobannes 

burg, only £650 is spent on British chil 

dren, and ne grant is made to the velun- 

tasy schoels, which are some of the most 

excell nt schools in the Tramevaal. 

Then there is the dynamite menepely, 

a menepely econdemmed by the Veolksraad 

commission. There are, hewever, ether 

menepelies which, by imereasing the cet 
of living, affect the Uitlander im the 

Transvaal, such as the menepolics 

of matches, papers, checelate, wool 

starck, mineral waters, seap, eils and 

ether artieles. 

There is anether grievance in regard te 

the municipality of Jobanmesburg, that 

there are 23,000 Uitlander electors to 
1,000 Boers, and yet the Boers elect an 

equal mumber of members, the chairman 

of the couneil has to be a Boer, appointed 

and paid by the government, and the de- 

cisions of the ceuncil, when arrived at, are 

sutj ct to coufirmation by the executive. 
Io 1874, betore the first convention, the 
fracchise could be obtained after one 
year's residence without real esta'e. In 

1887, alter the first convention, five years’ 

reridence and registration were required. 

Registration since then has become more 

aud more complicated, and at the beginn- 
ing of the present year it took fourteen 
years to obtain the franchise, during 

twelvé nf which the candidate was neither 

a B.itish nor a Boer subject, and had to 
take an oath which successive colonial 

secre'aries have described as offensive and 
superfluous. Anyone who reads the new 
franchise law passed in the present sum- 

mer will come to the conclusion arrived at 
by Sir AvLrFrep MiLNER, that under the 

present law it remains within the power of 

the Trantv.ial government to refuse the 
franchise to anyone, owing to the extreme: 

ly complicated r gulations and conditions 

which are attached to it. It shzuld not be 
forgotten that in their demand for the 
‘r.nchise the Ui landers h.ve been asking 

only for the re establistment of rights 
which now « xist in the Orange Free S:ate: 

and which existed in the Transvaal its-If 
before and afier the Convention of 1881. 

In fact. South Africa is re.lly one country, 

in which two races live, in every district 

but one, on a footing of political and sccial 

equality. In tbat district, the Transvaal, 
one race is the su'j ct of the open con- 
tempt and oppression of the other. It is 

idle to talk of peace avd unity while these 

conditions prevail. From the year 1892 

onwards, a succession of appeals have been 
made by the Uitlanders to the Transvaal 
Government for a redress of their griev- 

ances. In 1892 the first great public meet- 
ing was held, and a deputation conveyed 
to the president of the republic the resolu- 

tions which were passed. The answer of 
th: president was characteristic, for he 

said : * Cease holding meetings and be sat 

isfied. Go back and tell your people I 
shall never give them anything. 1 sball 

never ch:nge my policy. Now let the 
storm burst.” Ia 1894 there was another 
petition to the Rad for the franchise signed 

by 13,000 people, and that was r:j-cted 
with ridicule. In 1895 there was a petition 

for the franchise again signed by 33,500 

persons, and after a debate that was also 

rejected, Mr. Josen declaring that if the 

petitioners wanted their rights they would 
have to fight for them. As far as Jobhan- 

nesburg is concerned it is really doubtful 

whether any considerable number of the 
people there were aware of the Jameson 
Raid ; at any rate they were not responsible 

for it ; but, both before and since that time 

there have been many acts of constitutional 

agitation, and it is a mistake to represent 

thst the Uitlanders have not taken the 

constitutional steps placed within their 

power. Of course when appeal after ap- 

peal to the Transvaal Raad failed the Uit- 
landers pt titioned the High Commissioner 

and the QQaeen. 

The death of Hon. IL. E. Baker re- 

meves from Yarmouth one of her foremost 
citizens—in fact he might well be called 

the most enterprising man in the province 

of Nova Scotia. He bad great faith in 

his province and particularly in Yarmouth 
where he encoursged any enterprise that 

would be of advantage to the place. The 
adornment of the town, assisting to furnish 
it with a splendid hotel, providing it with 

connections with great cemtres that any 
place might be proud ef was but pert of 

the task Mr. Boxer set bimseli. He has 
met with eppositien but he was able at all 
times to keep pace with his opponents. 

If the enterprises that he started succeed 

as well under his suceessors as they have 

when managed by him they will be an 

enduriag monument to his ability aud 

foresight. 

Ssme of the Nova Scstia newspapers 

sre beginning to kick at the‘‘iree” business. 

They seem to be just waking wp te the 

fact that newspaper men live up to the truth 

of tbe quotation, ‘It is more blessed to 
give tham to receive,” but the plaiat of the 

good old Acadian Recorder bas a spice 

of sarcasim in it. Here it is: 

It i: a very curicus thinz that often there are as 

fairs in cemneelion with which everyone except the 

prmters are supposed te be paid, snd the papers are 

aeinally asked to contribute mere tham anybody 

else—u dozen trmee, perhaps, a day. If me spaper 

mn charged up what they give free in this way it 

would be feusd 0 ameunt te a smrprisiog sum; 

and o'ten these whe are mest zsal ws im thus m- 

pesiag en the press are of a class who spsnge their 

own reading at seme institabon where thie papers 

alse go irce. It ® certainly a great 1 ade—the 

‘iree busmess”—in cosnec.ion with the pub.ieatien 

of newWsPAPErs, 

All Camada will smile at Tereato’s 

cheise of a mayer. This great eity has 

chosen KE. A. MaopoNaLw ter its chief 

magistrate—a mam whew, two er three 

years ago ceuld mot bavs ween elected te 

any position. He has .lways managed te 

keep betere the public, however, in some 

way or other, at ene time publishing an an- 

nexation sheet for the purpose. In spite of 

this fact, today, when all Canada is shout- 
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ing for Queen ard country and sending 

thousands of her sons to the front, Mac 

DONALD 1s made first citizen of the most 

important city in England's greatest 
colony ! How the New York Sun ard 
other Am rican annexation sheets will 

pirade this fact ! 

The Yarmouth Times bas discovered 

that the county is a veritable gold field 

and upon the authority of an ‘‘old miner” 
gravely announces the fact in many places 

coarse g.1d can be washed from the soil, 

and he 1s certain that paying leads run 
through the very heart of the town. In 
fact cellars have been cut through gold 

bearing veins. 

The Klondike will please take a back 
seat. 

There is a small civic war in Moncton 
and the Times speaks of the conncil as a 

body of Beers and the mayor as Kruger 
Aver. South African terms are becoming 

popular. 

POEMS OF YESUTERD AY AND TUDAY. 

Our Marching, 

I saw the might of the Empire 
In a dream, as the fa. g ts sank; 

I heard the heart ¢f a nation 
Pulse out from ra: k to rank. 

1 lelt'the weight of their marching 
And I heard their harness eiank; 

C anlk of the metal (rsces— 
And the heavy guns replied; 

Clank of the lil ing sabres 
Swinging a ong the sid-; 

Foot, and horse and guos, 
And my heart was mad with pride. 

Highland and Lowland men, 
And men trem tbe Outer Seas; 

Brave bearts frem England's heart— 
True hearts from the Colonies; 

Shoulder to shoulder they went 
Wiilr coe red aust to their knees. 

I saw'in the roads before them 
Fortress and barricade, 

Ard a people who cried defiince— 
Sulien and unafraid; 

Tien I heard the voice of the Empire 
Roll back to the last brigade. 

I saw the gay, red tunics 
Swing forward rank on rank 

I saw the gay, straight Lancers 
Spuar-hillward, neck to flank, 

Ii1e.ro the gunners’ curses 
And I heard the harness clank * 

But nonght could I see of t! em 
Tuat had blocked the way and defied— 

Nought of the sullen people 
That hd spat at our regal pride, 

Save a ba. de of shaves in the read, 
And blood on the mou: tain side. 

—Theodore Roberts in the Canadian Magazine. 

The Rap!d-Firivg Pen, 

Oh, we've heard from Wir ston Churchill, 
And we're breathing free once more. 
He has gaily skipped to freedom, 

Past ths ou! post of the Boer. 
Now be’s telling how he did it 

Teiling o'er and 0 er again — 
B azing dou :] ‘-shott d volleys 

From his rapid firing pen. 

We have lost all thought of Buller, 
Baden-Powsll we forget, 
An we do not care if Methacn 

Is or is not Sighting yet. 
For we're hearing now from Churebiil— 

He is cabling thick and fast, 
“What Ehud for dinne » Tuesday” 

Ard “how long I think *twill last.” 

He's unlimbered his ink ba't'ry 
And is telling what i= whut 

1ti- “I did this,” or thuswise. 
J ( Sghe, but [ think not.” 
*“As I said to Mr. Kruger" 

“How I eaved the armoarea train;™ 
"What I wore when cast in prisos;” 

“Mow I got wet in the rain.” 

Roberts may a8 well tara back, new; 
Kitchener, come home again 
Churchil/’s pu.ting duwn the warfare 

With his rapid-fi 10g pen. 
He is telling a 1 about it. 

Ia a m.pner bat le=wise. 
He 1s firing hourlv vol eys 

Of the biggest kind of “i's *’ 
— Baltimore American. 

Plaint for Briton aad Boer. 

Alas for the Boer and Br.ton | Alas for the Britsa 
aad Boer! 

Let us prey to the God of Peace. Let us curse the 
God of War ! 

Let us pray for the ¢lm> when strife shall cease, 
And all nations worship the Gad of Peace and cuise 

the God of War. 

There are desolate homes on the veldt. There are 
desolate hoaxes afun 

Dead sre the dead. Maimed the maimed. Deom- 
ed other martyrs are, ' 

From English dsl 8 and Seotland’s glens; from 
Irish cots and hills of Wales 

Cemes sighs and sobs and fwoneral wails. 
And sigh ani sob snd tear lor tear, 
The Tramsvasl mourners weep.their dear. 

As they o driven tegether in battle, orderad to de 
or 10 

T. Atkins does > know wha’ ®t's about, 
Fighting farmers wenders, why ? 
So the good Queen weeps in her eastl.; weeps for 

Britoa aud Beer. 
And movh rs and widews acd children weep aad 

cusse the God of War. 

Whe shall be damned for the slaughter ? Seme 
chie! of pelivical ring ? 

Seme ruler, simbborn spd era.ty ? er seme ice- 
hearted d' amond kine ? 

But i le now te question whose the blame may be, 
If the case were jelt te the Ged of Pe.se, he weomld 

surely damn all three. 

Now, blessed be thes: whe make Poass. Eves 
cursed be the e whe mike War; 

¥o m wer whe speaks fer the Briton, ne matéer 
who sides with the Beer. 

Spartan Mothers, 

(The last two stanzas of Alfred Austins latest poem) 
The sisters’s sigh, the maiden's tear, 
The wile's, the widow's stifled wail, 

These nerve the hand, these brace the spear, 
And feed them over veldt and vale, 

hat is to him, 
Or lite or limb, 

Who reads the ehain, and breaks the rod, 

And should it be his happy fate 
Hale to return to home and est, 

She will be standing at the gate, 
To fold him to her tremblmg breast. 

Or should he fall, 
By ridge or wall 

And lie "neath some green southern sod— 
‘Who dies for country, sleeps with God.’ 

THRY DON'T PAY TAXES. 

A Man Who [Knows Says 72 Montreal Men 

Escape Their Civic Dues. 

“There are 72 Montreal men on the West 

sd” sid a gentleman to ProGrEss this 

week “sho are not paying taxer. They fol- 

l)w the steamers here in winter after a 

s'eady summer's work in Montreal and 

t.ke all the best jobs from our men. Mont 

real is really the winter port of Canads 

as far 8s profitable l.bor goes. These 
seventy-two men do not include the office 
st: { but are carpenters, coopers, steve- 
dores, checkers, timc keepers and walking 

bosses. The number of S:. John men who 

have been to Montreal and back are not 

included either. The wages of these men 

are more than double those of a laborer 

and some of them will make a handsome 

thing out of the winters work. 

“Now whose business 1s it to see that 

th -se men are reported acd pay their 
licenses. Itit is the police why do they 

not set about it 7 Sergeant Ross is there 

and can make the report if he plenses. If 
a King’s county man comes to the East 
side to work in the elevator he is re- 
ported and has to pay. Why should not 

Montreal men do the same ? 
“] am not spesking by random when I 

say 72 men. I have the names and occupa- 
tions of all of them but it is not my busi- 
ness to inform. Let the police do their 

duty.” 

A Thoughbtiul and Genervus Act. 

There are many kindly acts recorded of 

the past week or two but one of them that 

bas come to PROGRESS attention is worth 
recording more particularly because it will 

interest many gentlemen who have in the 
past enjoyed the hospitality of the Beach 

club. It came to the knowledge of the ol- 
ficers and some of the members that the 

man who had served them as caretaker of 

the club house and prepared for their out- 
ings had met with an &ffl ction that de- 
prived him of the power of speech and a 
purse of nearly $100 was made up for him. 
This was taken to his houss New Year's 
alternoon by two gentlemen and there is 
no doubt they were amply repma for the 

drive, even in that terrible storm, by the 

gratitude of (he caretaker’s family, 

In Love With His Jub, 

The newsboys had a great time New 
Years. Many a small boy who had braved 

tne cold and rain and snow during the fall 

and winter felt that the business was not so 
bad after all when he felt the jngle of 

dollars in bis pockets New Years night. 
One case that came wnder the notice ot the 

writer showed what a barv.st awaits some 
boys. A little chap who bad been in 

somewhat regular attendance on a number 

of gentlemen, saw thom all together Mon- 
day afternoen, and as he was hurrying 
away some cne called ‘‘Hold on.” He 

did and went away two or three dollars 
richer. He is in love with bis job now! 

Who Was te Blame ? 

Those whe went to Fredericton te spend 
New Years had ample time to examine the 
railway station that evening. They waited 
without information of tke train from 8 
o'clock until mionight and then were cooly 
informed when the St.John train did ar- 
rive that there would be mo train for 
Frederieton that night. Filty people then 
began a hurried search for quarters in the 
eld and bliading snow storm. Semebody 
was to blame. Whe was it P 

A Posimastership Rumor. 

A rumer in cemmection with the post- 
mastership removes the present (fk ial, 
Mr. T. B Hanmnington, aod places Hon. 
A P. Dopp in his stead. Progress has 
not been able to see Mr. Dunn and quire 
inte the truth of the rumor so far as his 
nsme is] concerned and probably his ar— 
swer would be mom eommittal, but beth 
his name and that of Mr. W. A. Loekhart 
have been compeeted ireely with this bit 
of political gossip. 

Why 1; Tis ? 

Why a letter sept frem St. John te Bes- 
ton should ge to Montreal ficst or why a 
letter mailed 1» Fredericton should take a 
trip te Mentreal before coming te St. 
John are among the things that “me fel- 
low ean find out.” The two letters spoken 
of were important and caused a great deal 
of incenvenience by their nen arrival amd 
in ene case when complaint was made to 
the inspector no satisfactory explaination 
could be given. 

Umbrellas Made, Re-covered, Repaired 
Duval 17 Waterlooe 
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