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A LIVING LIE 
Convinued Fro 2 Pape Two. 

dey over her eyes. 
“Ace you thinkiog of ‘him’ you sentimen 

{a' ooking person ? Cheer up, then, acd 

lo t pleasant, for he's bere.’ 
The girl stared with bewildered eyes as 

he released her. 
‘Elorace I’ 

84a had unprepared for its on the scene 

a4 that moment, an! the suddenn «s of 

his advent, in the midst ot her thongh s ol 

a ther man, had come with all the force 

cf a shock, 
_———— 

CHAPIER IIL 

Vere Meredith bad benefited by change 

and travel. 
This was th opinion of his mother and 

brother, and slso that of Mrs 1) ow, the 

housekeeper at the castle, who nad known 

and love! him from a chil /, 

A pleasant smile illumined Lady Mer 

edi'h's geatle ‘ae as she wi'chad the two 

young men drive cff one alternoon, short- 

ly after Vure's return, to pay a call at the 

The Towers, 

Tha (wo lamilies bad become fairly inti 

mate, ‘or Lois s:ka,’ as Lady Meredith's 

explained. 

Tue heiress, being still in mourning, 

bad iew other visitors 

She seemed glad of the ex use to lead a | 
‘and Le felt a cu iosi'y to know what cir 

quiet country lite. 

During the drive to The Towers, Vere 

M :redi:h’s shrewd, plaia face lit vp with 

an smused smile, as he listened to bis 

brother's account of the siege imd to Lim 

by the enterprising widow 

It was his first visit to the house, and he 

was carious to see the girl who was inno- 

cently thwarting her step-mother’s impud 

ently- vised plan for turning bis mother 

into a dowege: Lady M -redith 

In softening towsrds the girl who had 

tried his love so cru-lly, be had g ined a 

sympathetic insight into other lov: aff irs, 

and his brother's secret was no secret to 

him. 

At The Towers he contrived to engro se 

the widow's whole attention when he saw 

the baronet purposely lingering in tbe 

orchid-touse, whe ¢ Lois w+ pointing ou! 

some new spscim:ns to bim 

He knew that his brother had a purpose 

in paying this visit, beyond the mere de- 

light in seeing and talking to the girl he 

loved. 

It was not long before Sir Alwyn ven 

tured to speak to Lis on the subject near- 

est bis beart. 

In firm, manly tones he urged his suit 

upon her, hardly noticing, in the fervour 

of the moment, the expressions of anguish, 

sorrow, snd despair that eppeared in 

rapid succession upon her face. 

It was not until he bad thrice preesed 

ber for » reply that she seemed able to 

summon up the courage to answer him. 

At lart she'managed to falter out ber 

thanks for the honour he had done ber, 

and her regret that she could never be his 

wile. 

But the baronet wae not to be daunted 

by this conventional phraseology. 

He saw the love, that would not be 

concealed, in the depths of the liquid 

brown eyes that he forced to meet the 

gtz’ of his own. 

‘Lois! you donot know wh t you are 

saying Darling! you do love m2; I 

feel sure of it. You will not be so weak 

as to let yourselt be coerced by your step- 

mother ? Why should you fear her, sweet- 

heart ?’ 

A sudden flash replaced the palor fo the 

besu’i ul face. and the girl replied, in a 

fimer, harder tone— 

‘I hava given you my answer, Sir Alwyn 

As a gentleman, [ must beg you to let me 

go. 

Meradith instantly released the cold 

bands that he hai caught and imprisoned 

them in hs wn 
“You have not given me 8 ea‘isfactory 

answer, Lois,’ he ssid. ‘You bave not 

told me your reason for r:jscting my love’ 

Th girl seemed to bave redcvered ber 

self-possession. 
A hard, proud look bad crept into her 

face. 
‘] was going to tell you it,” she said 

slowly, ‘but you interrupted me. I am 

engaged to another man.’ 

Meredith recoiled from ber as if he bad 

rccsived a physic a! blow. 

An angry light gleamed in his eyes : 

‘Coquette !' be burst out. ‘You knew 

this and yet you let me believe that 1 

wight win you tor my wile. You are in 

league with that woman I sought to de- 

tend you from. Heaven knows if you are 

the worst adventures of the two ’ 

bitter cry broke from the girl, then | 

ws recovered Lerselt, snd turned to leave 

the place. 

An instan* compunction smote the ang- 

ry lover, and, following ber, be said in en- 

treating tones— 

‘Forgive me, dear! [ was mid to have 

spoken so. I will not; believe that you 

v :luntarily deceived me.’ 

The sound of tootateps close at hand 

checked his speech, and the next moment 

Mre. Armitage, Vere Meredith, and a 

stranger, whom the hostess introduced as 

her brother, joined them on the lawn that 

raced the hot house. : 

Mrs Armitage seemed in hich spirits, 

as, litking her arm through ber steps 

d ughter's, she drew the girl foreard into 

the centr of the group. 

W li, Lis, have you been telling sce 

rets P' she smd, with a little laugh, 

Then, as if sobered by the enigma'ical 

expression ou the girl's lace, she contin: 

ued, in graver tonee— 

‘I think we must explain thet your 

actual engagem nt to my brother 

hss only been deterred on account 

o' your being in mourning, and that it 

wis really a matter sctded between you 

g.m time azo.’ 

For his bro he’s sake, V re Meredith 

torced himselt to k ep 8 conversation 

going, as they all acjrarned to the great 

ba!l, when the butler wz bringing in tea 

Vere was a fair read-r of character, 

ard Horsce Betuchswp’s attempted as- 

sump'ion of the role of a genial, carel-es 

min of the world did not iwprse upon 

him in the lest 

H. mentally stigmatiz +d him as a rather 

dangerous sp.cim=n of the geniuy ‘cad,’ 

cumstances cou d have brought about Lis 

engagement to the heiress. 

The tellow’s occasional jialous glances 

at Alwyn Meredith sbowed it was not 

merely the matter cf money that attracted 

him. 

He could not reirein {rem displayirg a 

rather valgar pride in the beauty and 

grace of tis fiancee. 

It wea a relict to more than ove of the 

party when the visit was over, and though, 

tor & short time, there was a comstraint in 

Sir Alwyn's manner, a quiet smoke with 

his brother before bed-time resulted in the 

subject of the engagement at The Towers 

bring brought forward and tuorcughly 

discussed. 

¢ There's something fishy about the busi: 

ness,” Vere ssid, ‘and, as a barrister who 

aspires one day to a criminal practice, I 

think it may e as well to enccurige my 

detective ivstincts, and study (hs =zna- 

tomy of this promising ce. D pnd 

upon it, Mrs. Armitage and that delectable 

brother of hers have get some sort of & 

hold on the girl. A little jadicious pres- 

sure from outside might induce them to 

relax their clutch.’ 

* * * * LJ] 

Meanwhile, ignorant of the interest they 

were rousing, Horace Besuchamp end his 

widowed sister played game a‘ter grme of 

cards in the drawing-room at The Towers. 

while Lois Armitage lounged listlessy ly 

the piano. 

‘Lois, my girl, you seem uncommonly 

sulky !’ ber fiance remarked, as she re 

tused to sing one of his favorite songs, on 

the pretext tbat the heated room made 

ber languid and tired. 

‘I can’t make you ‘my lady,’ [ know,’ he 

continu: d ; ‘but, nevertheless, you owe—’ 

Tbe girl sprang to her feet as it the 

words were whips to drive ber from the 

room. 
‘I bave more than pyid my debt,’ she 

burst out. ‘Would to God I could cincel 

it with my death instead of with my life I 
And she swept frcm the room witheut 

another word. 

As the door closed heavily bebind ber, 

Mrs. Armitage looked, with raised eye- 

brows, across at her brother. 

‘Lois neds to be dealt with tactfully, 

she said, and sh: laid a meaning stress on 

the last word. 

‘Tactfully ! Confound it ell. R:chel! 

You‘ve said aa much to ber yourselt I 

‘I choose my time and opportunity, 

was his sis'er's qniet reply. 

Hs pushed his chair back from the card 

table with an angry air. 

‘Ob, it‘s 2ssy for you to talk like that! 

I'm fond of the girl, and it maddens me to 

put on those stand «ffi-h aire. Hang it all 

I believe 1’d marry ber even it sbe badn’t 

the money. Sue grows bandsomer every 

day.’ 

Mrs. Armitage frowned. 

‘It, instead of defeating your own ends, 

you will help me to gain mine, we might 

both prosper,’ she remarked with asperity. 

Qh, I can’t bully Meredith into marry- 

ing you He'sa man ot diff rent mettle 

trom that of Armitage deceased.’ 

His eister’s angry retort was checked by 

bis sudden e¢xclamation— 

‘Good heavens ! What s that fluttering 

in and out ameng those trees P’ 

Following his g:z in the direction of 

the shrubbery, Mrs Armitage saw the dis 

appearing flash of white drapery. 

‘Your face is as white ae the woman's 

dress,’ she remarked scorninlly. ‘Did you 

think the creature was a ghost ? I suppose ; ae that of France, the real strength of ber | 

it's N:na wandering about to get a little 

fresh air. 
Her companion looked only half assur 

ed. 

‘I told you what I dream* last ni ht,’ be 

said ‘I saw ber in that dicer—only, they 

were ber grovs clothes’ 

‘Hush, don‘t bea fool! brok in hie 

sister. ‘You are as superstitious ss N ns 

herself. Pall yourset togeiber and be a 

man.* 

Sue stopped sbruptly ss a ge:vant came 

into tha room, with some Jerters and 

papers; and then, bidding kim Good nig 

sbe left him to finish tLe evening by bu « 

self, 
0 _E 4 

At midnight, up stairs in ber own room 

Lois Armitage was sobbing herselt to 

sleep, w 'h her head pillowed on her old 

nurse's faithful breast. 

Tue ayah stroked the hot forehead ten 

derly, while ber black eyes shone with a 

poculiar light. 

‘Burred, darling, not ery,’ she mur- 

mured soothingly. ‘Nana make missee 

grand lady. No one hurt her then’ 

Tue ~bildisbly sounding promise re med 

to bring strange comfort to the girl. 

A taint smile stole over her drawn leat 

ures, aud ter burning ey<s closed mm sleep 

CHAP IER IV. 

Mrs. D:ew, the bousekeeper at More- 

personnel is in tbe trained, disciplined men 

afloat, who are being constan'ly incresced 

Hr Channel fl t is a magnificent acgre 

gation of fighiing force, constantly kept at 

ses snd ready for any sssignment. The 

ships are alway: in excell :nt e¢ondition, 

ind reports of wesknesses and roltenpess 

are without the slizhtes semblance of truth. 

hese reports are circulated by the Naval 

League, an orgamaz- tion for the upbuild- 

ng of the British navy, with branches 

throughout the British Islands. It fact, 

he Admiralty will often refuse to «flizslly 

'eny statements of reported defec & in the 

British navy. and rather ercourager a feel 

ing of dipreciz .n of its etrength then 

magnifying it. 

‘Last year men were employed by the 

Admiralty to wal the populous thorough- 

fares of London with porters decrying toe 

weskness of the B-1iish navy ant contain 

in: stam ots of the terrible condition o! 

the ships and ruin that would befall th: 

nation it the navy was not strengthened 

I'be posters were des gned to create pnbli 

sentiment among the people for more 

liberal appropriations and had -cme fl ct 

The Naval League in its publi ations 

magoifics purposely any accident befalling 

a torpedo boast or l.rge veesel, or any 

report of weakness developed in some fi 

ship, in order to depreciste the real 

strength of the navy in tbe public mind. 

['bis policy works upen the feelings of the 

people, with the result thet Eoglard each 

enormous sums for her dith Castle, was expecting a visitor. 

dtth had gwen her at Christm :s. 

“Yes I thiok it will do, Hester,’ she 

said at last, ee, with a. comprebeusiv 

glance at the table, she poted that ever) 

little detail was complete. 

‘Now remember——a young lady in 

purs-’s dress, and show ber up direcly 

she arrives; snd il any one else should 

come, I'm particularly ergaged and can’t 

see them.’ \ 

The girl made a respectiul respors-, 

while she inwardly wondered what the 

purse could be like for whom such punctil- 

ious arrangement bad to be made. 

Her curiosity was distined to be wbhclly 

gatifi-d, and she could only tell her f-llow 

servants that the visitor bad a particular]; 

pleasant voice, but that her face was hi - 

den under a closely meshed veil. 

To be Contincel. 

ENGLAND'S NAV iL ST iENG "H. 

Great Briwsin’s Naval Force 7s Eqnal to thit 
of Any Three 'ontivental Powers. 

The naval forces of Great Britain are in 

a far more «ff: tive and «fli :ient condition 

than the Continental Powers believe, and 
that never ia ber naval development has 

England been stronger on ths seas R - 
cent torpedo boat accidents bave made 

little impression in British naval circles, 

and their programme calls for the contin- 
ued advance of the highest class of boats 

of the swiftest possible speed. 

The naval force that Great Britain it 

capable of exerting is equal today to thas 
of any three Continental Powers and wae 
never in a more officient condition. The 
British service has been severely criticised. 

but much of this criticism as to its ¢ffi- 
eiency is due tos policy of the Nava) 

League and the press to depreciate in the 

mind of the public Eogland‘s strength, in 

order that large appropriations may be 

secured for expanding the navy and to 

continue the policy of meintaining it + q 1] 

to that cf the combined strength of auy iwo 

world Puwers. The policy in England 

scems to be to impress the public with the 

weskness rather than the strength of the 

British service, with 8 view to securing 

adcitional ships through misapprehension 

in the public mind tbat the force is not 

k-eping peace with ite importan e of the 

nation. 

Abroad the Uaited States is reckoned as 

the seventh naval power, being outrarked 

by all the Continents! navies, including 

Itsly. Bat this view is not accepted in 

tbe Umted Statee, and fijures of ships 

bumlding and tonnage indicate th t (ac 

United Sta es is now either fit'h or tied wit) 

Germany tor fourth place, beiny outrank-d 

by Great Britain, F:ance and Rassias. 

G-rmany, bhowuver, has a more exivnsive 

programme of increase than the United 

States and will probably lead in a few 

years at ber present rate of building unless 

liberal appropriations sre made for 

naval development. Abroad the United 

S:ates, wtile, of course, reckoned as a 

naval power, cannot be said to be counted 

in any combivations that nations might 

make against others. 

‘England to-dsy is stronger than any 

two ot the most powerful Continental 

Powers’ and stronger than these with an- 

other Power in-luded. She has 80 000 

men »float, and although ber raval reserve 

is not so strong and perbaps as'well diiiled 

She bad donned her best dress and | 

smartest cap, and was giviog final wstruc- | 

tions to the maid, who was e:fting out the | 

pretty a'iernoon tea set that Vers M re 

year votes 

fences.* 

WOCAS HY SLuAN TALKS. 

| The Mcied Jockey won $90.000 In ¥urope 

Lest Seawnoun, 

Casstus Slosn, exp ri jock y, globe 

sirdler. bon vivant, is at present msking 

I, misville his home. 

Slyan has been riding in France and 

R issia this this year and returned to 

races out of 239 mounts. This record 

eclipsed that of all the otber jockeys who 

were riding in opposition to Sloan by 

nearly 50 mounts. Joe Piggott, an 

American jockey, was next in order with 

59 sins to bis credit, with the English and 

R # n jockeys trailing along in a lower 

Avision. 

S'osn was riding tor J :an de Resxke, 

‘he celebrated Polish tenor snd nobleman, 

nd succeeded mn #ioning $90,000 during 

the seasou on the Russain turf, which wae 

ncarly as much as C. W Whitney won on 

the American tur. 

Sloan probably msde of the most 

success seasons any jockey in the world 

ever rode, considernng the material be 

had. He won the Rassiasn Derby at 

Moscow, worth $17 500; the Warsaw 

Derby of Poland, a province of Russia, 

worth $12, 000; and at both tracks the 

inperial stakes the eame day the derbys 

were won ; 

For this feat tha Czir presented the 

ii'tle American borsemsn with a watch 

valued at $5000. 

Sloan says tbat they have no bookmak- 

ing in Russia, but everything is French 

mutusls. They play the mutuals like 

they formerly did bere and one can buy 

as many as he wants at ten rounles each or 

$5 in American money. Toe mu'uaj 

m+«chines are numerous and can be played 

in most places as ell aa on the race 

tracks. 

‘I am under contract to ride for D: 

R :zks pext sesson and expect to leave 

| ter France spout M.r 1 where 1 will 

rie lance free for about a mon'h at Bt. 

Cou’, Mmison, L fitte and Lorgchamps 

I'be F.ench tracks are grsat and every- 

‘hing 18 conducted on the +q are. Toe St 

Clcud courses, ¢ new track just outside of 

Paris is unooubtedly vo~ of the greatest in 

toe werld. 

‘1 met my brother Tod when I came 

through Paris on my way home, and be 

toli me it was almost certain he would 

ride in Eogland next season and at any 

event be would be doing busiress on all 

the French courses Tod is tied up now 

in the automobile bus suess and racing the 

m- chines, which 1s quite a iad now among 

the frog eating sports. 

* The racing in Russia does not begin 

until the fi:at o! May, and you can see tiat 

will give me a month in France to ride for 

anybody who will offer the most francs. 

Tue first Rassian m ting begins at War 

saw about May 5 and thy race there 

un il June 15, and Irom there they go to 

Moscow, where there is an sll-summer 

m> eting 
¢ The great meeting, though of Russia 

is at St. Petersburg, where they give a 

midsummer meeti g with all lerge stakes. 

Tue Cz r attends this meeting with his 

court and gives tbe patronage th: game is 

en i led to The etakes and purses compare 

tavoraoly with those given in che East.’ 

11 e Youtt.’s { ompauion fv 1902, 

To condense in a paragraph the ar- 

nouncemant of Tue Yourn's COMPANIO 

\merica on Oi. 28, aiter winning 104 

for 1902 is not easy. Not only will near- 

ly two bundred story writers contribute to 

the paper, but many of the moet eminent 

of living statesmen, jurists, men of ecience 

and of letters, scholars, sailors, soldiers 

ad travellers, including three members of 

the President’s Cabinet. 

In a delightful series of articlea on mili- 

tary and naval topics the Secretary of the 
Navy will tell ‘How Jack Lives;' Julisn 
Ralph, the famour war correspondent, wil 

describe ‘How Men Feel in Battle,” and 
Winston Spencer Churchill, M. P., whose 

daring cs:ape from a Boer prison pen is 

well remembered, will deterine some €x- 

periences Othe Bhar k of the Army.’ 

And this is but a beginning of the long 
list. A complete annourc-ment wrll be 

sent to soy address free, Tue publishers 

also announce that every new subscribe 

who sends 81.75 tor (he 1902 volume now 

will rec ive «il the issu: 8 for © remaining 

weeks 00 1901 free fon th time of sube 

scrip'ion ; also [HE Companion Cslendar 

for 1902 —all m addition to the fiity two 

iscues of I ue CompaNION ‘or 1902 

THE YOU TH'S COMPANION, 
195 Columbus Avenue, Boston Mass. 

I disn Smoke “ignsl, 

The traveller on the plains in the early 

days soon | arned the significance ot the 

spires of smoke that he sometimes saw 

rising trom a distant ridge or bill, and 

that in turn he oight see answered Irom a 

diff rent direction. It was the signal talk 

ot the Indians across miles of iutervening 

ground, a signal used in rallying the war- 

riors for en attack, or warning them fora 

retreat it that 8 em-d advisable. The 

Star Monthly describes som- of the signals 

and their meaning : 

Tos Indian bad a way oi + nding up the 

smoke in rings or puff. knowing that such 

as smoke column would at once be noticed 

and understood as 8 signal, snd not teken 

ior the smoke of some camp-fire. He made 

the rings ty cov.ring the little fire with 

bis tlinket tor 2 moment and allowing the 

smoke to ascend, when he instantly cover- 

ed the fice sgain. The column of arcend- 

ing smoke rings #aid to every lodisn with 
in thirty wiles, ‘Lok out! Tuere is an 

enemy new! Three smokes built close 

together maant dang:r  Ooe smoke mere= 

Iv meant sttention. [so smok-:s meant 

|-C mp at this place.’ Travel the plains, 

ard the usefuln=ss of this long-distacce 

telephove will at once become apparent. 

Ssmetimes at night the settier or the 
traveller saw ficry lines croseng the sky, 

shooting up and falling, perhaps taking s 
direction disgonsl to the lines of wision. 

He might guess that these were the signals 

of the Indians, but unless he were an old. 

timer be might not be able to interpret the 

signsls The old timer and the equaw 

man knew that one fire arow, an arrow 

prepared by treating the head of the shalt 
with gunpowder and fine bark, meant the 

same as the columns of smoke piff,—*An 

enemy is near.’ [wo arrows meant Dan- 

ger.” Three arrows said imperatively, 

‘This danger is great.* Several arrows 

said: ‘The enemy are too msny for ue. 

Tous the untutored ravage cou'd telephone 

fairly well at night a weil ae in the day- 

time. 

The FPower of a Smile, 

Those readers who bave at some time 

realized bow a smile from a friendly face 

has Lrightened a day will appreciate this 

anecdote, told by the Now York Sun : 

She was the moet attractive, dirty little 

creature one ever saw. She satin a cross 

seat on sn elevated railroac-'rain, and 

facing ber, farther along the car, sat two 

besutifully dressed women. Evidently 

they were much interested in the unusually 
bright little foreigner, and smiled at ber. 

Her eyes and lips flashed inetant response, 

and sn interchange of smiles and nods 

took place which interested every passen- 

ger in sight. Delight at the attention of 

such lovelv creatures wes ¢xoressed in her 

every glance. 

Presently she seemad possessed with tha 

idea of giving more eubstanteil ¢xpression 

to her pleasure. She rummaged in a bac— 

ket on her lap and brought forth two small 

eggr stively pink ohj+its on long pins— 

the little artificial roses often seen in the 

bands of t1kirs. She put ber basket down 

and hurried up to thh women and present- 

ed to them these ornam+nts. She returned 
to her seat radiant with joy. The two 
women beld up ttheir pocketbooks and 

called her, but she shook her bead. They 

insisted and she went to them. When 

she sgain eat down she bad two pickles in 

ber dirty, crecked littl: band, and her eyes 

were dancing. 
When the ladies pasted there was an 

ivterchange of smiles, and the little girl 

then told ber companion, with expressive 

gestures and in broken English: 
‘Oh, they ware be yutiful, be-yutitul, 

an’ they ware my friendts !’ 


