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minister of finance in the way ot advertis-
ing the work of his department aud the
material condition of Russia. No pains or
money is being spared to produce a favor-
able effect by the proposed Russian sec-
tion at the international exhibition to be
held next spring at Glasgow. This atten-
tion toward Englana has been especially
noticesble, says the writer, simce Mr.
Witte’s recent visit to Parie, which is sad
to have left behind a very untavorable im-
pression.

‘At the present moment,’ he continues,
‘the shareholders ot French metallurgical
companies in Russia, several of which, it
appears, will shortly have to liquidate, are
extremely angry with him on account of
the losses in which they allege that his
policy bas involved them. Having put their
money into Russian iron wor ks on the
strength of promises of gevernment orders
and the prospect of enormous profits to be
made out of the forced cevelopment of in-
dustry and railway construction, they now

complain that the minister of finance bas
fixed hie own prices, that payment for ex-
ecuted orders has not be¢n promptly made
when due, and that they no longer receive
all the support to which they consider
themselves entitled. KExtensive disaster is
therefore prophesied,and stock is depressed
on the market in consequence.

‘It is said that the dividends paid last
year by the Belgian companies in Russia
did not amount 10 the aggregate to more
tben 2 12 per cent, on the whole 600.
000,000 roubles of capital invested, and
seventeen of these compsmies paid no
dividend at all. It is the old story of the

government undertaking to do everytbing
and to support everybody instead of re-
leasing trade and industry in the country
from all official tutelage and dependence;
and when necessity drives the Government
to retrench, to curtail railway work, to re-
duce orders, and make people wait for
their money, then private individuals who
put themselves into such position natur-
ally bave to be sacrificed. At the very
beginning of the boom in foreign metal-
lurgical enterprise it was predicted, en the
basis of calculating how long Russia could
afford to go on spending sucha large
amount of money on railwsys, that it
would probably not last longer than ten
years. The unforeseen cost of Russia’s
share in the Chinese imbroglio, ifrom which
the government on this account would like
to be free as soon as possible, will no
doubt contribute largely toward the fulfil-
ment of this prediction.’

Turning then to Russia’s foreign politics
the correspondent points out the essential
differences between the conducting of 1t
and of that of England. When Englishmen
are dissatisfied with their government’s
diplomacy, they generally reproach it for
the inferior qualities displayed in com-
parison with those of the Russian. But it
is pointed out tbat while the foreign policy
ot Englaad is probably more difficult than
that ot any other Earopean power, that of
Russia is perbsps the easiest.

“There is pothing,’ be said, ‘so remark-
ably clever and astute in the conduct of
Russian policy spart trom the exceptionally
favorable conditions in which it is formed,
ot which its directors ars eassily able to
enjoy the full aud enviable advantages in
maturing ¢nd carrying that policy 1nto
effect. Thbe first and foremost of these
conditions sre undoubtedly mystery and
silence which are not allowed to be pene-
trated or broken on any account, unless
and until the contrary suits the purpose of
the government.

“There is no cabinet of St. r’etersburg,
except that ot the Emperor, which is mere-
ly one of the offices ot the Ministry of the
Imperial Household, unconnecied with
politics of asy kmnd. Russian foreign
policy is guided nominally or really, as the
osse may be, by the Czar himself, with the
assistance of his one obedient minister in
that particular department. Among all
the 120,000,000 ot bis majesty’s subjects,
pot another single man’s opinion is of the
slightest consequence, unless 1t is asked
tor, and not oiten even then. The Emperor
Paul once seid that no man in the Russian
empire was of any importance except the
one to whom he spoke, and then only so
iong as he was speakin® to him.

*[t amy official plunder is made it is rec-
tiied without anybody outside knowing
that it ever has been committed. No
damaging criticism is tolerated in the press
and no explanation is allowed to be asked
for. Adverse comment on the acts of the

ago discovered that the safest plan for
themselves was to glorify every act of their
own government and denounce everything
done by the government of every other
country. Russisn newspaper criticism in
any case is purely academical, without any
force in practical politice. A minister can
either learn from it, treat it with disdam,
or bave it stopped according to his humor.
A terrible example of how the latter course
is pursued is at this very moment being
given to an astonished world by (3en. Bob

rikoff in Finland.

‘All outgoing and incoming telegrams
on toreign sffsirs are, in Ruesia, strictly
controlled and revised by a censor acting
under coutinual instructions from the
foreign cffice, and even official declarations
of a British secretary for Frerch affairs in
the house of commons have been entirely
suppressed in this wsy on reaching 8t.
Petersburg by telegraph. At the same
time the Russian press is privately admon
ished in regard to its tone and comments,
either through the ministry ot the interior,
instigated by the ministry for foreign
sffairs, or through other available chan
nels. The only exception to this is the
tree band always allowed to Russian edi-
tors in attacking England, and this is all
that could possibly bave been meant by the
assertion made here at different times to
seversl British ambassadors that the
Ruseian foreign office never interferes with
the native press in its discussion on foreign
affairs. Unfortunately, tbe smbassadors
in question were not sufficiently acquainted
with the secre’ tricks played upon the
Russian press to sppreciate the point of
this otherwise inaccurate statement.

‘And nowadays Russian emperors as a

rule, never talk polities with foreign am-
bassadors. That practice has been as

dominates in the country may be estimat-
ed by the fact that a great part of Euro
pean Russia 18 under the rule of military
governors general, while everywhere
in Ruesian Avria geperals of the army
reign supreme. On the eastern confines of
the empire they bave always been on the
lookout for profitable opportunities and
their military superiors in St. Petersburg
bave seldom been slow to back them up,
In spite of the attempts of the Foreign
Office to preserve peace and quietness.
This conflict between Russian diplomacy
and the military authorities in Asis, of
which there have been many historical ex
amples, has never been more conspiciously
displayed than in connection with the pre-
sent campaign in Manchuria. From the
very commencement of it Generals Grode-
koff and Gribsky bad evidently made up
their minds to annex the right bank of the
Amur, from which the Chinese had :0
treacherously attacked the Russian at
Blagovestchensk. Their published orders
on the subject show that they regarded that
annexation as a duty beyucathed to tuem
by the greatest of all their predecessors mn

that region, Count Muravi.ff Amursky ;

but the emperor, riding with bis diplomatic
adviser, put his imperial veto upon it.

Exactly the same thing was done by the

first Emperor Nicholas in & similar oase on

the very same line of frontier in 1852, when

the territory at the mouth of the Amur was

annezed by a naval cfficer, Capt. Nevelsky,

who acted in contravention of his instruc-

tions. The annexation in that case was

finally maintaiaed all the same.

‘A recently published account of what
occurred to the disobedient, but successful
officer in question is highly interesting at
the present juncture. Nevelsky was dis-
graced by being reduced to the ranks of a

good as abandoned ever since the Emper- | common sailor, and soon after bis return

—

to St. Petersburg the Czar Nicholas I.
sent for him to come to the palace. The
Emperor received him with a :evere frown
ot dwspleasure and after s minute’s pause
said : ‘It appears, Nevelsky, that you dare
to undertake expeditions of your own, and
to change your instructions to suit your-
self. I bave bere,’ continued his Majesty,
bolding uvp a psper, ‘an order reducing
you to the ranks. What bave you got to
say in selt defence P Nevelsky was too
much a'raid to answer, and remained per-
fectly silent. The Emperor then took a
map and began to run his finger along the
line of the Amur River from its source to
the Pacific. ‘Here,” said the Emperor,
with apparent signs of beginniog to relent,
‘here, at this point,you are a simple sailor,
further on s Lieutenaut, still further on a
Captain, then » Commander, and here, at
Nikolaievek, you become s Vice-Admiral.
But no, Nevelsky, not quite so fast, you
must first of all be punished for disobedi-
ence.’ The Emperor then rose irom bis
chair, embraced Nevelsky, and decorated
bim with the Order of St. Vladimir,
‘Spaseeba (thanks), Nevelsky,” said his
Majesty, ‘thanks for your zeal,but in future
be more careiul and do not exceed your
duty.’

‘Subsequently the Czar wrote on the
report ot the special committee, which
advised the surrender ot Neveleky’s acquis-
ition of the Amur delta, to avoid possible
war with Chioa, the following words:
‘The commattee will meet again under the
Presidency of His Imperial Higbness the
Cesarevitch. Wherever the Rusesian flag
has once beem raised, it should pever
sgain be lowered.” These Imperial words
are inscribed on Neveleky’s monument
at Vladivostok, as a etimulant, prob.

¥
Vi

VISITING THE

il \\\\\\\\

1" ?\‘
i l‘ HHH '-.‘u‘“‘“‘

A e e

bly, to future Rureian beroes on the Amur.
T'hose ot today have certainly not lost sight
of the lesson. Tbe Russian flag was dis-
tinctly hoisted with mach ceremony and
bravado, this time on the site of the new
Russian military settlement on the right
and Manchurian side ot the Amur, snd the
commanders under whose orders it was
done had been thanked and decorated.
Figuratively speaking. that flag was after-
ward hauled down by the diplomats in the
official declaration that the Russian troops
would be withdrawn trom Manchuria as
soon as there was no longer any necessity
for their presence. But Russian military
authorities have a diplomacy of their own,
and it is yet too early to judge whether the
parallel with the case of Nevelsky, as far
as it goes, will be carried any turther.’

CHINESE PRINCES HAVE TO WORK.

Greatly Impresses the Oommon People—

Ri~ing to the south Abating.
Inclade’ in the advices received at
Victoria, B. C., by the Empress oi China
sre translations o} Chinese accounts of the
conduct of the allies at Pekin and other
bappenings there taken from interviews
with late arrivals from thke capitsl and
printed in the native Shanghai papers. Of
sll that has occurred in Pekin that which
seeme most to impress the aversge Chinese
is the fact that pobles and high cfficials,
even princes of the roval line, bave been
compelled to perform manual labor. The
bitterest reprosches are hesped upon these
becanse they did not possess sufficient
courage to destroy themeelves rather than
submit to such degradation, a degradation
which bas fallen not upon themselves alone
but upon the country.

While the trouble in the south seems to
bave abated, itis by no meams over for
the Empress brings news that over one
bundred boats, all of which were ‘com-
mandcered,’ containing Black Flsgs bave
arrived at Canton to demand wages and
many outrages are reported to have bheen
committed by these troops. Tbey made a
determined attack on tbe roman catholic
church at Lok Cheung, but were repulsed
with heavy loss.

The annual popular fete of Toshi-Noich,
in the Kanda district of Tokio, was scene
of a terrible accident. Great crowds at-
tended the festivals and when the affair
was at its height, heavy rain fell. A rush
was made for shelter and twenty people
were crushed to death. Kerosene lamps
fell to the ground and exploded, the burn-
ing oil running over the floor and setting
fire to the building. Three hundred and
twelve wounded people were carried out of
the building.

It is reported on good authority in Ja-
pan that the Russian minister at Seoul, Mr
Ravlobehas, advised the Emperor of Core;
to plece bis country under Russian protec-
tion, since Manchuria has hecome s Russian
possession. Along with this report it is
eaid that Ruseian troops recently crossed
the Corean frontier A report comes from
Seoul that several of the Coresn ministry
are under arrest and will likely lose their
beads.

The tollowing miail advices have arrived
by the Empress of Japan:

The North China Daily News says it is
strange that his Majesty the Emperor,
Kwang Hsu, and the Empress Dowager
should bave selected the Shensi province as
s place of refuge, a province which cannot
be mentioned by name in the civilized
world without & shudder, owing to the
great calamity that has fallen upon it.

The latest news from the plague-ridden
province of Shensi is that the market town,
where their majesties are abiding, buman
flesh is being bawked about the streets tor
ssle The famine is at its acute stage and
the death rate is appealling. The poor
bave no tood but grass and roots, and
many of them who have money have been
driven to buy and eat human flesh.

The magnitude of the operations of the
newly formed branch of the Standard oil

| company in Eichgo, Japan, is astonishing

inbhabitants. Two special officials bave
been dispatched by the Japanese customs
in connection with the bandling of the com-
pany’s plant. The company will project a
line of delivery pipe forty five miles long.
The Japan Mail says indications point to s

combination of all the J. oil
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