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T'To Guard 

Niagara Falls. ! 

For seyenteen years Andrew H. Green 

and his co-laborers on the commission 1n 

charge of the State Reservation at Niagara 

have been working to preserve Nisgara 

Falls to the State and the pation. In some 

measure they have succeeded, but the fight 

isnot yet won. Commercial enterprise 

bas slways been in opposition to their 

views. It has ecught, sud in some instan 

ces with success, to barness the tremend- 

ous hydraulic power of the Niagara River 

tor manufacturing purposes. It haw leesen- 

ed the volume of water plunging over the 

great ledges on both the American and 

the Canadian side, snd has gained euch 

privileges from the Government of the 

State that if they were exercised to ther 

fullest extent, the probability of the ruin 

of the Falls would scem te be the conse- 

quence. 
To those who have not given careful at- 

tention and deep study to this matter, it 

may seem an exaggeration to say that the 

great volume of water now pouring over 

the Falls can be appreciably diminished by 

the schemes cf men. It ie perhaps true 

up to the present no diminution has been 

obeerved. but io these days of great thinge 

such a feat would be by no means wonder- 

ful. A beginning of this use of Niagara's 

waters has just been made, but the pro- 

jects in contemplation and already sutb- 

orized by the State are so compreoensive 

in their scope and so alluring financially in 

prospect that unless protective messures 

are taken the danger will be a present one 

before long. 

It is not only through these projects to 

vse the water of Nisgara for the purpose 

of creating motive power that the Falls are 

threatened. There are other schemes 

purely commercial and utilitarian which 

are highly commendable when viewed from 

these standpoints, and yet are fraught with 

danger not only to the Falls but also to 

other interests. These schemes are the 

great canals leading trom the lakes to 

ocean outlets. Alresdy Chicago has tap- 

ped the routh end ot Lake Michigan with 

ber drainage canal and the level ot the 

lake 1s ssid to be falling. There is in con- 

templation the deepening and widening of 

this canal in order that ships from the 

lakes may find 8 passsge to the sea down 

the Mississippi River. It this sbould be 

done the drain on the lakes would be 

greater and the tendency to the lowering 

of the water's level would be increased. 

Another canal is suggested from Cleve- 

land south to the Ohio River,and still ano 

ther from Like Ene to tbe Hudson, a ship 

canal 100 feet wide and 24 teet in depts. 

Cansda, not to be eutdone, is planning to 

cut & canal from Georgian Bay foliowing 

the French River to Leake Nipissing and 

thence down the Ottawa River to the St. 

Lawrence. The purpose of this canal is 

to avoid tke long touthward voyage from 

Lake Superior down Lake kiuron into 

Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. 

All these projects are splendid, but there 

are people who wonder what the outcome 

will be if they cause the level of the lakes 

to be lowered sz; a foot. They aek if 

harbors and piers, elevators and ware 

houses now suited toexisting conditions 

might not be utterly ruined uzd the loss of 

millions of dollars involved, to say nothing 

of the irretrievable bui uncommercial dam- 

age to one of the wonders of the world. 

These are matters which Mr. Green and 

his colleagues deputed by the State to sate- 

guard the Falls ot Niagara have been 

watching with the most careful attention 

for yesrs. The phase of the question 

which particularly appealed to them was 

the safeiy of the Falls. The Commission 

ers of the Reservations first expressed their 

disappreval of the diversion of the water of 

the upper Niagara for manufacturing pur- 

posee in 1892. In their annusl report for 

that year they endeavored to impress upon 

the Legislature of this State the importavce 

of refusing to grant the right to do this. 

In their reports for the two following years 

they reiterated their opposition, but the 

pressure of the commercial interests in the 

western part of the State was so strong that 

the Legislature ignored the protest of the 

Commissioners. 
+» When the State Constitutional Conven- 

tion met in May. 1894, Mr. Green who 

was a member, offered a resolution which 
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authorized the appoin'ment of a special 
committee to report ts the convention 

whether an amendment shoiild be made to 

the Constitution restraining the legislature 

from granting to corporations or to in- 

dividuals the right to divert the waters of 
the upper Niagara and to inform the con. 
vention se to the rights and privileges al- 

ready granted. Tbe committee beinglap- 

pointed visited Niagara {Fall and made a 

careful study ot the coaditions existing 

there with reference to the matter com 

pleined Jof, and it rep~rted facts which 

fully bore cut the tears of Mr. Green snd 

bis asrociates. It tound that eight sep- 

arate companies had been empowered to 

take water irom the upper river for com. 

m-rci-l purposes. Thnese companies were : 

The Niagara Falis Hydraulic Power sod 

Nanutsctury g company, organ zd in 1879 
under the Manutscturing act oi 1348, but 

without special rights or a charter trom 

the State. This company at that time 

owned a canal eevents teet wide and Jour. 

teen feet deep tapping the river ons wile 

above the Falls, with a horse-power capa- 

city of 8 000 and a water flow ot 1.727, 

880 gaiions a minute. At that time it was 

engaged in doubling the size ot the canal, 

which, ot course, meent nearly douolng 

the amount of water taken. The State re: 

ceives po compeveation from this company. 

The Nisgsra river Hydraulic Tunnel, 
Power and Sawer company of Niagara 

Falls was chartered in 1886 and changed 

i's psme in 1889 to the Niagara Falls Com- 

pany. This company is probibited from 

taking more water irom the river than 

sball be sufficient to produce 200 000 et- 

fective borte power. Its horse power 

capacity at present is believed to be 100, 

000 and it drewe from the river to gener- 

ate this amount 3 850,680 gallons a mun- 

ute. If its tunnel were increased so as to 

carry water enough fo generate the per- 

mitted 200,000 borse power, about 6 per 

cent of the tots] rmount of water flowing 

over the talls would be diverted by this 

company slone, 88 various experts bave 

agreed io their computa ions tbat the total 

flow is about 123 420 000 gellons a min- 

ute. For this right, to which macy others 

were added by the state to facilitsts ‘he 

sale of the compeny’s pewer and light, the 

company pays nothivg. Canada was much 

shrewder in this respect then New York. 

The same company obtained from the 

deminion government a grant fer the use 

of an equal amount of water on the Cana. 

dian side of the river and for this it pays a 

fixed rentsl ol $15,000 for the first 10,000 

electrical horse power generated and sn 

additional charge for every borse power 

disposed of beyond the first 10,000. In 

1899 the comp:ny paid to the Commis- 

sioners of the Queen Victoria Niagara 

Falls Park $20,000. 

The Lockport Water and Electric Com- 

pany, chsrtered in 1886; the Niagara 

County Irrigation and Water Supply Com 

pany chartered in 1891; the Lewiston 

Water Supply Company, incorporated in 

1888 ; the Model Town Company, incor- 

porated in 1853; the Niagara, Lockport 

and Ontario Power Company, incorporat- 

ed in 1894, and the Buffalo and Niagara 

Power and Drainsge Company, incorpor- 

ated in 1889, all have authority to use an 

unlimited eu>ply of water without paying 

the State a cent for it. 

That the state has a right to charge 

corporations or individuals for the use of 

this water or to prevent absolutely its 

diversion by constitutional or Legislative 

enactment, the committee which studied 

the law on the subject was entirely con- 

vinced. The committee agreed that the 

bed of the river and the water therein from 

the high water mark to the centre of the 

stream belonged to the State of New York. 

In ite report it cited many decisions of the 

courts to sustsin its views. In its recom- 

mendations the committee urged that in 

view of the failure of the legislature to 

safeguard the state’s interests an amengd- 

ment should be inserted in the constitution 

prohibiting the granting to any corporation 

| or individual ot the right to divert the 

water ot the upper Niagara except for 

sanitary, domestic or fire purposes and that 

those corporations already licensed should 

be put under the control of the commis- 

sioners of the state reservation of Niagara. 

' move first. 

The corporations were to have the right to 

divert orly such amounts of water as the 

commissioners should prescribs. 

Great opposition to the proposed emend- 

ment developed upon its introduction in 

the convention. Reprasentatives of the 

corporations interested naturally exerted 

their power to prevent its adoption. They 
appeared before the epecial committee to 
which it was referred and fioally succeeded 

in caveing i™ defeat. Amendments less 

rigorous looking to a r¢ quirement that cor- 

porations obtaining these rights should pay 

the State, were also defeated through the 

same ir fluences. 

This was discouraging to Mr. Green. 

He hoped in the beginning when the State 

by the right ol emioent domsin took pos- 

session of the shore and the islands adja- 

ceut to the catarect, that thereafter the 

Falis would be esate from irjury. When 

the Province of Oitawa, a short time there- 

alter, exercised a like prerogative, snd es- 

tablished ya reservation on the Canadian 

shore, he was more than ever reassured 

With both sides ot the river under govern- 

ment protection ke thought ail danger was 

over; bat conetert watcbfulness was ne- 

cessary to pretect the river beyond the 

Sirte domsin and even this in a measure 

iaed. In the face ot hus protests the Leg- 

islature trom time to time granted these 

rights oi diversion end when the fight came 

on in the Constitutional Convention the 

corporate interests were again victorious. 

But Mr. Green did uot despair. He 
saw that even had this State done all that 

it might, the Faille would still be in danger. 

The action of not only the United States 

Government, but of the Canadian Govern 

ment ae well, was necessary for the com- 

petent protection, because the diversion of 

waters might eccur net only without the 

bounds of New York, but even of the 

country. So when tke laste Jebn Sherman 

was Secretary of the State Mr. Green 

wrot? to him asking kim to use his author- 

ily to have an international commission 

appointed to look into the subjeet with a 

view to determining if there were any men- 

aces to the Falls, and, it so, what should 

be done in the matter. Secretary Sher- 

man wrote back that he thought New York 

should take the initive. Gov. Black was 

eppealed to. Ie wrote to Washington 

approving Mr. Green's ides. Sir Julian 

Pauncetote, the British Ambassador was 

approached. He thought it would be a 

good thing, but he wanted Canrda fo 

Mr. Green wrote to Lord 

Aberdeen, the Governor General, who re 

f-rred the matter to his Council. While 

the Council pondered Lord Aberdeen re- 

signad as Governor General and more de- 

lay came. 
Finslly Mr. Green drew up a joint re- 

solution, which Senator Platt introduced 

in the Senate at the first session of the 

Fitty-sixth Congress. The resolution auth- 

orized the President to invite the Govern- 

ment of Great Britain to join in the forma- 

tion of an international commission, ‘whose 

duty it shail be from time to time to report 

upon the conditions and uses of the waters 

adjacent to the boundary lie between tbe 

United States and Canada, including all 

the waters of the lakes and rivers whose 

waters flow by tbe River St. Lawrence to 

the Atlnntic Ocean, and also upon the ef- 

fect upon the shores of these waters and 

the structures thereon and upon ths in- 

terests of nzvigation by reason of their 

diversion from their natural flow aad fur- 

ther to report upon the necessery measures 

to regulate such diversions.’ 

This resolution was introduced in Jan- 

uary 1900. It passed the Senate unaci- 

mously and went to the House. The pro- 

visions of the resolution bave been em- 

bodied in the River and Harbor Bill which 

was passed by the House on Wednesday, 

they having been offored in the sbape of 

an amendment by Congressman Barton. 

This action gives Mr. Green hope that 

something positive will now be done to 

conserve the Frils. 

“There is nothing to be afreid of in it, 

said Mr. Green, in spesking of if. ‘It is 

merely locking to en inquiry. II there is 

no danger threatening, the commission 

wiil find this out, avd po harm will come 

of it. Ii there 1s danger, then it is proper 

that Canads and the United States should 

unite to save the most unique natural 

wonder in the world.’ 

b} 

An Important Feature, 

‘Well,’ said one tourist, ‘the great ex- 

hibition in Paris is over at last.’ 

‘Yes,’ answered the other; all of it ex- 

cept Count Castellane.’ 
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Chinese Side 

of the story. 

PPR BSS LL a a A Da 

Ever since the murder of Baron von 

Ketteler, the (German minister in the 

streets of Pekin, the papers of the world 

have been full of the actrocities of 

tbe Chinese, committed principally 

upon protestant and Romsn Catholic 

missionaries and on christian Chinese. 

In aletter received at Hartford, Conn.,
 the 

reverse side of the picture is presented 

and a glimpse is given of the tortures and 

barbarities which tbe educated Chinese 

have suffered st the bands of the allied 

nations, especially the Russians, who
 are 

ct arged with being pitiless in their s
laugh- 

ter ot Chinese. 

The letter referred to comes from an 

educated Lhinsman who was s studen
t at 

the Chinese Educational Inttitution in 

Hartlord, but whose name, for obvious 

reasons, it would be unwise to ure. He 

with others—a scare or more—came U0 

Hartfort twenty years ago to attend this 

Chinese mission school, which wes 
estab- 

lished and conducted by Yung Wing, 
one 

of the most enlightened Chinamen of the 

age and one who is even more liberal 

toward Western civilization than Li Hung 

Chang. Mr. Yung was succeeding ad- 

mirably in Lis mission school here when a 

wave of hatred of the “‘toreign devil”swept
 

through the Pekin government and the 

school was ordered discontinued. The 

young Chinese meanwhile had made strong
 

ties of friendship with Hartford pcople. 

They bad lived in their homes, mingled 

with their children in the High School and 

had attended their churches. Among 

those who were ordered back to their own 

country several have maintained a corres- 

pondence with their Hartford friends 

tkrough all the eighteen years that have 

elapsed since the school on Collins street 

was broken np. The late Charies Dudley 

Warner was much interested 1n the careers 

of some of these Chinese youths. The 

Rev Joseph H Twichell also bas contipued 

intimate acquaintance with ‘the boys,’ be- 

cause of his triendenip for Yung Wing. 

In the letter just received much is ssid 

about the dangers tbat hsve beset the 

life ot the Chinese ever since the al- 

lied forces began their march :n Pekin. It 

is plain from tbe guarded references of the 

writer that he snd oth.rs like him who 

have inbibed Weatern ideas have a horror 

of the blood-thirsty Boxers and have hac 

the courage of their convictions by eppos- 

ing them end their teaching. But their 

unselfishness avd bravery have received 

slight recognition eo ter. The writer 

says: 

“There were quiet heroes among the boys, 

I am happy to be able to tell you, who by 

their courage and devotion to duty saved 

thousands of lives ot refugees who were 

surrounded by Boxers, the pet of that the 

tiger, the Empress Dowager. They ex- 

pected to be made into mincemeat at any 

moment, but like good fellows they stuck 

to their work and only shook the dust trom 

their feet when there was no more to be 

done.’ 

The leaven of education in these few 

Chinese is evidently doing wonderful 

tinge in China. Although these young 

wen were recalled to their native country 

and suffered cbloquy at the bands of their 

countrymen, they have risen to imgortsnt 

places in Gevernment and educational ser 

vice. One of the brightesi of the Chinese 

students in Hartrord was Tun Yen, who 

had the honor of making the gradusting 

orstion in bis class in the high school. He 

spoke on ‘The Russian Bear,’ and his ad- 

dress was the most favorably received of 

any. ‘Dear old Tun’ his intimate friends 

called bim. Tun has become s& private 

secretary to Viceroy Chang Chih Tung, 

the Chinese Prodigal. Tun bas thrown 

his influence on the side of progress, and | 

it is more than likely that he has enligut- 

ened Chang and others power{ul at court 

as to the quality of the ‘foreign devil,’ ss 

he knows him from personal experience, 

Tun and his friends have felt the weight 

of the paw of that ‘Ruseian Bear’ which 

Tun so well described in his bigh school 

oration. The information comes trom the 

letter referred to. 

‘[ have the saddest of sad news in re- 

gard toour dear old iriend, Dr. Kin: 

He and his whole family have been ex- 

terminated. He was at work in one of 

the field hospitals away from bis family, 

who were in great danger. It was in going 

to look after them that he was shot by the 
Russians, who shot everything that came 

within their way. His gentle little girls 
and wife and servants were all butchered. 

Dr. Lin of the Viceroy’s hospital isalso 

dead. Tang, who used to live with the 

Smiths in Hartford was shot with his wife 
and their baby girl in her arms. She was 

another nice and gentle lady.’ 

This testimony to the indiscriminate 

cruelty of the Russian army in China has 

increased weight from the Imperial source 

from which it comes. To these educated 

Chinese, who have by their courage saved 
thousands of refugees from the Boxers, 

this action of the Russians must appear the 

most inhuman ingratitude. The correspon- 

dent says that rebellions ars breaking out 

all over the Empire and a reign of terror 

exists. The lot of the native Christian has 
been of the mest miserable, but at least 

they have known who their enemies are. 

In the shifting policies of the Empress 

Dowager the fortunes of those who hold 

places of authority have become pre 
carious. 
At one time or snother the hand of the 

Government, the allies, the Boxers or the 

horde is raised agaicst them. Such men 

as Dr. Kin, Tang and those other ‘quiet 
heroes’ who are struggling for the upbuild- 

ing of their country, are the objects of 
intrigue, revenge and jealousy. The cor- 

respondent says that no man’s life is worth 

anything if he is caught and no one knows 

whose name is on the prescribed list. If a 
man is caught he is either put to death on 

the spot or tortured till every bone in his 

body is broken to extract other names 

from him. He says: 
“Thus ie a great harvest time for informe 

ers to pay off old scores and grudges, for 
all they have to do is to report that ‘Soe 
and 80’ is 8 reformer or member of suche 
and-such s society. If the man is caught 
no trizl is necessary to semd him to the 
other world. At one of the military schools 
the cadets, on returning from their vacation, 
were massacred in the schoolrooms by 
order of the governor, and only one out of 
the whole school escaped.’ 
«. Tsao Kai Cheong left the janior class in 
the high school in Hartlord when called 
back to China in 1881. Ha has been in 
command of one of the large ships of the 
Chineee Navy for some time. He was in 
the battle at Taku, and the Chinese Ad- 
miral shifted over to Tsso's ship at the 
very last, his ebip alone being captured 
and detained by the allied fleet. The ship, 
with all on board, is now in the hands of 
the English at Wei-hai-Wei. 

Dr. Kin La Ting, whose death at the 
hands of the Russians has been spoken of, 
while here was in the family of the parents 
of Dr. Charles M. Lamson, the late presi- 

dent of the American board. He became 
an earnest christian and on his return to 
China war sppointed to study medicine in 
Li Hung Chang’s hospital at Tientsin. He 
was a most philanthropic, high-minded men. 
Pow Lee, who was in the local high 

school was taken out three times to be shot, 

but somehow or ether got off each time, 

but is not half demented. Sik Quai lost 

his family, but escaped himself, disguised 

as a laborer. Shou Kie got out of Tien- 

sin with his family, but Yung Tsang, who 

18 & mining engineer, was at the Kai Ping 

cola mines when they were seiz:d by the 

Russians and was detained by them to look 

sfter the mines. 

In closing his letter the writer says: 

‘I did not mean to write all these hor- 

rors for you, but sorrow and rege got the 

best of me. Like the moth before the 

lamp, I fly back to the wretched subject 

of Cbina and ber miseries. The most har- 

rowing stories are told of the dreadful 

famine in Shansi and Sensi provinces, to 

which the Empress Dowager and her crew 

have flad. That limb of satan seems to 

bring misery and death with her wheiever 
she goes.’ 

The Hertford families who took an in- 

terest in the personal weliare and future of 

the Chinese boys who came here for a brief 

time twenty years ago feel that the chris- 

tian icfluences they bad bere made them 
men who have accomplished much in the 
progress of the empire.


