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THE KIND OF WIFE 
[Copyrighted by The Christian Herald.) 

The Wife Described In 

The Book of Proverbs. 

By Rev Josgra PARKER, D. D. 

The subject of this article is espable of 

being stated from a totally different point 

of view, that is, tor example. What daugh- 

ter-in-law would I choose for mysell P So 

limited is the mind of man, and fo selfish 

is he even in his most exalted moments, 

that he cannot but treat every subject 

with special regard to his own emotions, 

preferences and interests. I have not only 

to choose a wife for my son, 1 have to 

choose another member for my own family, 

a consideration which cannot but sffzct my 

reasoning upon so delicate a topic. It my 

son were to be married to morrow,and de- 

part for the uppermost parts of the earth 

on the day following, I might not feel the 

pressure of the matter so sensitively; but 

when | refloct that my son and his wife are 

going to live within five minutes’ walk of 

my own house, and they will probably 

come at least thrice a week for their sup- 

per at my table, it is impossible ior me to 

bring my susceptibilities within the con- 

trol of a stern or even Spartan discipline. 

First of all, my son’s wife must have a 

roomy and well furnished head. For I like 

sense ; downright solid human sense. I like 

too, senee that is softened acd varied, by 

well controlled and well directed humor, 

not only the sense that can see a joke after 

it has been elaborately explained, but the 

broader, rarer sense, which can see the 

humorous aspect even of some serious 

things. It is pitiful to see how very serious- 

ly some people take their daily life. Life is 

serious enough in all conscience, therefore, 

do not Jet us fill it with a deeper sadness, 

#0 tragical as to be utterly without reliet, 

and without opemmngs into wider and 

healthier spaces. My daughter in law, 

therefore, must have sense relieved and 

softened by gracious humor; the bumor 

that mav mske her keenly alive to the de- 

fects of other {amilies, but obligingly blind 

to the infirmities of all in her own family. 

My d=ughter-ie-law must not bc a mere 

face. 1 hope my meaning is clear. I 

have now and ageiz seen a woman who 

bad a face snd ncthing bebind it. It has 

been & nice face in point of form, a shape: 

ly mcceled face, representing, indeed, 

some degree of perfection in feature, yet 

it never lighted up, it never really lsugh- 

ed, it zrinned but di? not smile, it looked 

but ssw nothing. If my son brought a 

{sce of that kind into my house I would 

banish him inte dicgracs and solitude. A 

full length portrait of the wile I would 

choose for my son is given in the last 

chapter ct the book of Proverbs, beginning 

at tbe 10th vers>. Tocre is no comelier 

woman in all tha galleries of literary art. 

To think that there miy bs» a womin who 

will do my son good azd not evil all ths 

days of her lifs—wat a fortuan is that | 

What refine gold! Wast Living light. 

Then how industrious is ths wie of King 

Lemusl, “Sha s:eketh wool, and flax, snd 

worketh willingly with her hands; she 

bringeth her tood from afar; she riseth 

while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her 

household, and a portion to her maidens.’ 

She is a woman, too, of large considera- 

tion and distinct business f.culty—‘She 

considereth a field and buyeth i:; with the 

fruit of her hands she plsoteth a vineyard ;’ 

her candle burns all night, sand the spindle 

moves nimbly to th: touch ot her deft 

bands. She is a dowzright clever woman 

of business. Any fool who has the money 

can buy a hat. but Lemu I's wife can muke 

an old bat look like a new one. That is 

genius! Lemuel's wi'e is mo niggard; 

‘She stretchoth out ber bad to the poor; 

she reacheth forth her hends to the yea, 

needy * It yon would kmow what a wife 

she is look at her busband, for when he 

pitteth smang the elders of the land be is 

known by the whiteness and fineness of his 

linen. And what a talker this gentle 

creature is, Sle openeth her mouth with 

wisdom ; aud in her tongue is the law of 

kindness Hor reputation stends out 

above the renown of ber circle, every one 

pays crocerning her, ‘Many daughters 

bave ¢ ne virtvously, but thou without 

doub' excellest them «11° 
I have thus made a clean breast of the 

purpos-s which animate me in the choice 
of a cavghter-in-law. My readers now 
know exactly my policy in reference to my 
son's welisre. He will never be halt a 
man until be is mated with this sweet and 
holy woman of the Book ot Proverbs. 1 
spask with the greatest emphasis; I de- 
clare with the whole passion of my heart, 

that this is precisely the kind of wife which 
1 should at once choose for my son—it I 
had one. 
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A Queen of Silence 

yi ow And Queen of { Speech. 

RY B:SHOP J. H, VINCENT. — 

If I bad a son who needed a wile, and 
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my words had power to place in his hand 

in holy covenant the hund of a woman 

answering to my ideal, these are the words 

I should write: 
A woman of intelliganca, that he, at bia 

wisest and best, might respect her; gsio- 

ing in culture and power With the passing 

years, that he might not outgrow her; in- 

dependent, that she might maintain her 

rights ; seli-controlled. that she might not 

be easily overruled; vivacious, that she 

might continue to interest and inspire him ; 

gracious and agreeable in social manners, 

that she might help to make their home at- 

tractive to people of taste and refinement; 

having a speciality in art or literature, that 

she might continually augment her re 

sourses ; expert as a cook and caterer, that 

she might be able to direct her kitchen; 

genuinely sympathstic, that towards ‘ser 

vant girly’ she might stand in the attituds 

of a friend, accounting them as home 

helpers and not slaves, and therefore with 

delicate sense of fi:ness objecting to the 

term ‘servants,’ ualess shes applies the 

same term to her minister, merchant, doc: 

tor and banker ; honoring trues and pure 

womanhood in every sphere of "lite where 

it seeks self-respect and cultivates great 

social aspiration. 

A woman interested i: all q1estions of 

social reform, that she might contribute 

directly and indirectly, by example and 

effort, to the development of society. 

A woman fond of children, that might 

be glad and proud to be a mother; with 

industry, tact and ingenuity, that ehe 

might both entertain and instruct ber child 

ren. A woman fond of reading aloud, that 

she might earich the early years (and thus 

all the year) of her children's lives with a 

taste for and a knowledge ot the beet litera- 

ture ; keen to detect native detects in her 

children, that she might be wise in dev is- 

ings and equally wise in a permanent sil 

ence concerning them. 

A woman steady in the observance of re- 

ligious duties, that her teaching might 

never become perfunctory,and that all her 

well-chosen and carefully urterel words 

I SHOULD CHOOSE 
FOR MY SON. 

about religion might always havilin them 
the fo:ca and fervour of protound convic- 

tion and of personal exparienca. 

A business woman, that she might sym- 

pathize with her husband's responsioilities, 

and appreciate bis obligations ; economical 

and prudent; training ber chiddren to 

know the value of a psony in tha ssrvice 

hat earns it, the selt-demial that saves it, 

end the wisdom that d:vides it in usefal 

expenditure and philanthropic bestowment, 

training alike to discrimiaation, prudence, 

and gensrosity. 

A woman devoted to tha Caurch, raver 

encing and making delighttul (if wn a dif. 

ferent way from other days) the Holy Sab 

bath, recogniziog the preeminence of the 

Holy Bible and all other books, and bail d- 

ing up into our civiliztion as t«r as her 

home can do it, th: noble Caristisa ele 

ments which are the glory o: thejags and 

the goveroment in which we live. 

A woman free from aff:ctions ef jevery 

sort, scorping to appear whit she is not, 

accountivg bluntness as raisness, and yet 

preterring blaotness fo pratenca. 

A woman who is a Q 1¢e+n of Silence and 

a Queen ot Speech nolding tha golden 
sceptre which litted ensures the fist, and 

dropping gives the blessingjot the second ; 

loving her home better than all other 

places on earth, making it a fo-etasts of 

the Home eternal, and shariog with otber 

earthly homes tbe qualities o! grace and 

peace which make her own so] delightful. 
A woman beautiful with the psreo nal 

charms which reality in character baeto ws ; 

charms which make irregular testures and 

8 plan face attractive, and which thought, 

love and uneclfish devotion make radisnt. 

Sach 1s my ideal of the wite | sbhouli seek 

for my son, if my soa wers not alres dy 

thoroughly sstisfied, as is his fatner. 

Hearts Agreeing and 

God Helping Them. 

BY GENERAL 0, 0. HOWARD 

H «v.ng set a proper example tor my son 

yeurs betore he was born, by m. king the 
ch nee of a wits af joat the night kind he 

has now in bis mind a true model; he hae 

bad this model ever since be was old 

encugh to play with the boys and observe 

the girls. He looks arcund and comes as 

near 10 the model ns be cen. But does be 

then and there make bis choice ? Unless 

he 18 upu+uaily ciscreet, he will not succeed 

in capturing euch a prizs. Why not? 

Because the prize also had a good mother 

and a good tather, snd ro she, too, has a 

model, an ides! of ber own, tor her fururs 

mate. You see how very diffi ult the ad- 

justment. Think of & yourg man always 

quoting the sayings of his mother to bis 

intended as a mesns of grace, or naming 

her doings ss a bons fide example ! 

But tive mill not do. In my simplicity I 

would say: Trust the boy to find his own 

way through all the mazes of young society. 

He has a good thinking brain, a fairly 

sascepiible heart, 400 in time will have 

experience enough to enables bim to launch 

and sail his owa ship. Oa, how full the 

world is of charming women !| “Where can 

vou find faith, virtue, honor, sel denial, 

intelligence, industry, frugality and sbidig 

affsction? These qu ities are never more 

apparent snd more proncuoced than io the 

social sphere of our American girls. No 

where else do you discover more vigorous 

health, more real vesuty, more charming 

mannerr, 

But you ask, perhaps, should your son 

consul: you, wha® would you advies 7 Unis 

is certain: Ll, for ons, would manage in 

sucn » matter to meddle ae little as poss: 

ible. Just think wo. t a mess of 1t tathers, 

«nd mothers tor that matter, have made of 

it, by injadicicus and indiscrest advising? 

Advice is all right, it it be giv.n wih 

great care and long bet-re any choice 1s 

As the tw g 1® bept the ree 

is mchined. Now, | think you see how a 

noble, dutitul ron may find s fru- 

womanly woman, who poss es>s all the 
ngreciug 

dreamed of. 

needed graces, aud how, hesrts 

ard God helping them. they can coma 

_atiended with a fath r'e 

ence 

the marcied hit 

and mother’s bl eting. 

A Companion ia 
S row as in Joy. 

BY WILL BR M » DY 

The phrascoloygy it ahich we epesk of 

“ Niro iv lave! 1a @yamifirgor of ff person 

and | 

the sbruptoess with which a young person 
discovers au attachment for another. For 
this very reason it usually happens that 

some seldom seek the counsel of a father 

io such matters betore their choice bas 
been slready made. So it hss been for 

generations, snd the question you raise is 
tr.erefore one that would, in actual exper- 

lence, be almost unique. 

And yet there is probably no decision in 
a man's lite, next to his relations to Ged, 

tbat is so important as the choice of 

a wile. To meke a wise choice is to find 
re-enforce ment for all that needs strength; 

to make & misiske, in all but most excep~ 

tional cases, moans disaster to the best 

poesibilitics of lite’s career. Many men 

have been made by a wise choice, and, 

ules | many others bhava been ruined. - 

Trere are, however, certain principles, 

easly discerned, which are essential to a 
happy marriage. The ficst of these is 

Not the sentimental caprice of the 

but that experience, that once 

lova. 

SEHB0N, 

) known, can never be confused with any 

counterfeit. Such a love that grows day 
by day and is strengthened more in lile’s 

tragedies than its joys. Sacond. it is es- 
sentisl to an ideal companionship that 

there should be community of interests, 

not simply in the world’s pleasures and 

knowledge, but in the joys and interests of 
the Kingdom ot God. 

Steud a son of mine then ask my 

counsel on such a question, I would im- 

press upon him these two essentials to a 
wise choice. I would urge him to seek 

for the companionship ot one who would 
inspire him to his best achievements, 

evmpathize with his highsst aspirations, 

rejoice in the rhinga he loved; and last, 

and most important of all, one who could 

enter into the fellowship of his sorrows, 

for in the achbool of affl ction as nowhere 

else, sonls are drawn most closely togather 

in love snd confidence. 

Much Depends Upon Dis- 
position and Occupation 

BY REV DR. THOMAS SPURGEON. 

What can | say on snch a thems? Why, 

bless his dear littls heart, he is only eight 

years of age, end it seems at present almost 

inposuble to contemplate matrimony for 

| him, 4 CN Sd iE 
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