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SOMEWHAT: E'MBARRASSING. 

Teduced let ths be the explanation. 

Aneocdot:l. 

Oace, during 8 dry season in Chins, tle 

late Li Hung Chang called on Minister 

day that in many places in the West the 

people were praying for rain.’ 

‘What ! said the earl, ‘do yovr people 

pray to their God for rain? ‘Ob, yes,’ 

said the minister, ‘they often pray for 

fin.’ ‘Ani does the’r God send it when 

they pray for it P* asked the earl. ‘Yes 

sometimes their prayers are answered,and 

gometim»s they ere not.‘ ‘All the same 

jke Chinese joss, hey P* said the earl with 

a grin and a chackle. 

General Ballington Booth of the Volun- 

teers of America, tells a etry of a prayer: 

meeting beld in New York on the Est 

Side during the recent mayorality cam- 

paiga. In the midst of a prayer be relates, 

one pious brother said: ‘Ob, Lord, we 

pray Thee that the Democrat party may 

hang together in the coming election.’ 

‘Amen, answer prayer, Lord,’ put in a 

Republican who was near. ‘But I do not 

mean it as the Republican brother means 

it, Lord. I pray that we may hang to- 

gether in concord and accord.’ continued 

the Democrat. ‘Amen, Lord, aga said 

the Republican; ‘sny cord, as long as 

they bang.‘ 

A correspondent of the « Canadian G.z- 

ei.’ (Londen) relates the following story 

to illustrate the abrormal development of 

the late Li Hung Cheng‘s bump of curios- 

ity. “One day I was unwise enough to 

tell him that it was possible to tap the 

telegraph wires at any point along the 

Fne. This got me into a nice mess, for Li 

insisted on stopping the train in the heart 

of the Rocky Mountains, and although Le 

Fung Loo pointed out to him tbat the 

t- pping might interrupt the transcontin- 

catal business of the Canadian Pac fic 

Railway Company, he was determined to 

see Mr. Joseph Baker (an expert teleg 

grapber who accompanied u:) tap the 

wires. The obliging Baker, to my 

surprise, willingly consented and enter 

tained His Excellency with an agile 

pole: climbing feat and a spectacular mani. 

pulation of wire. Joe ceme down the 

pole with a most plausible story of what the 

operators at the end of the line had said 

foj bim, but be aiterwards confided to me 

that he had ‘only fooled the old man.‘ 

Li, however, was delighted, and ta'ked of 

wie trapping until be heard about a type- 

w iter we had on bosrd. Then Mr. Baker 

was kept busy for bali a day explaining 

to His Excellency and the equally interes- 

t-d members of his suite the intricacies of 

the writing mactine.* 

Lord Kalvin once paid visit with a 
friend to some well known electrical works. 

They were escorted ever the workshops by 
man, a man of much intel- 
3 enthusiastic electrican. 

*  Butirely unaware of bis visitor's identity, 
* he minutely expl-‘ved the details of the 

and dectured him in 

his ro} of layman quite professionally. 
Bor] pein friend was on the point of 

inf. “ig several times, but an amused 

sig © m the great master of electricity 
f kept nim silent, When the tour of inspec 

te, Losd Kelvin quietly 

but no 

lishments, 

number of compositors ia the city is limited and men or womsn czanot learn to set tj pe 

na day. To those who have asked why the siz3 of Progress has been temporr-ly 

| matter at what hour he presented himsel! 
hs wo invariably informed that the con- 

gressman was bathing. ‘I must see him, 

done waited foe hours de udder day; h 

wa‘n‘t through den. Whereupon the 
disapoointed constituent is said to have 
written this upon bis card: ‘You may 

succeed, if you persevere, in getting your 

body clean ore of these days; but if you 

should spend the rest of your life ina 
bath-tub it would not purily your con 
gcience or your political record." 

-—_s 

¥Fqv 1to Thre, 

Public vebicles in Paris are allowed to 

carry only as many passengers as can find 

se¢ais. Alter that number has been admit - 

led no one is allowed to enter. The ex 

planation will serve to introduce am incid- 
ent reported by a correspondent of the 
Pittsburg * Dispatch.’ 
A crowd of men and women, each with 

a numbered ticket, showing the order in 

which they were to enter the next siree 

car, stood at the Place de I'Etolle station 

when the down town car airived. 

Suiveying the crowd, the cond tor 

cried out: Only three places in the car! 
Who bas ticket N». 1? 

With that Mrs. Blank of Chicago, the 

stoutest wem-1 in the Ameiican colony 

approsched holding up the ticket called for. 
‘ S ep aboard, madam,’ e2°d the conduc 

tor, ringing his go ahead bell. 

‘Wait! Wait! I've No. 2! 
Jittle Frenchman. 

* Ycu're too lste,’ replied tke ccrductor 

¢ Eveiy place is taken. 

called a 

Asiatic Humor, 

The Ameer, Abdur Rabmen Khan, siter 

8 successice of ups and dcwrs that includ- 

ed the composition and publication of his 

a utobiograpby, recently died a na.urs) 

dea'h in bis ¢cwn country of A'gbenisten. 

* Work,’ he ssid in his Life,” ‘bse been my 
w alchword,” but believing. no doubt, that 

all work end ro pli:y wil! make an Ameer 

a dull bey, he tock bis’ fun wherever be 
found it. 

‘At one of Is public dinners,’ said Mr. 

Stephens, Wheeler in his story of the 

smeer’s life, ‘ap excited native rushed into 
the midst of the assembly and prostrated 
bixegelf in {.ont of the ameer. 

‘Sabib,” he gaeped, ‘the Russi ns are 
coming ! 

‘From what direction’ are they visible 

atked {the ameer, without changing bis 
expression. 

‘From yonder bill,‘ replied the native. 
‘Climb that tree and watch until they 

come !‘ wasthe royal command. 

‘The native ascended to the topmost 

branches, and was forced to remain until 
be dropped to the ground. 

‘Politicial upholsterers’—whom Addison 
described as ‘grave persons’—may sce in 

this anecdote evidence of the ameer‘s full 

corfilence in Russia‘s intentions toward 
Afghanistan; itis more probable that it 

was 8 manifestation of that grim humor 

which was of the quaint Oriental stripe 
w.th which the ‘Arabian Nights’ kave 
mde us fewiliar. 

Imperstive Ordera. Edt 

The colonel was entertaining some o: 

bis friends with stories of ev life, ssys-my 

mount without orders from a superior offi- 
cer Remember that.¢ 

Tim was no sooner in the ssddie than ke 

w:t h rled bead cver heels in the air, and 

come down so hard thst the breath was 

a'most knocked out of him. 

‘Muiphy,* shouted the sergeant, when 

he discovered the man spread on the 

‘No, trom hindquarters. 
“Take him to the gusrd-bouse !‘ ord red 

the sergeant. 

Dida’t Recogn'ze It, 

A distinguished member of the United 

States judiciary has discovered that he still 

has something to learn in the directicn of 

‘he condition of the crops, and in many 

ways showing his interest in bis new pos 
gaeiong., 
One evening during the summer Le wis 

stro ing over the farm. The hired man 

had cut the graes during the diy, —a very 

thin crop,—and bad leit it lymg on the 

ground to dry. The judge saw it, and 

calling his man be sei: 
¢ It seems to me that you are véry cire- 

less. Why baven’t you been more pur- 

ticular in raking up this hay ? Dun’t you 

see that you bave left little dribbliags al 
around ? 

For a minute the hired msn stared, wor- 

dering if the judge wad qu zzing him, 
I'hen he replied : A.7.d 

+ Little dribbling: PANDY, mae, th. ‘s 

recrop md 1.8 3UE “7 

N'T BE 
————— 

There is Nothing {in the So-Called Small Pox Situation to by 
Afraid of, 

Christmas this year was uncventful even | ics for many years; that the city has been 

alarmed the people throvgh the provinces 

to such an extent that they failed to make 

their usual annual holiday visit. 

All this bad its effect vpon business and 

yet in spite of the unfavourable condition 

some merchants reported trade as good as 

usual. 

upon and exaggerated and there bas been 

eo much acrimonious ‘discussion in regard 

to the ection of the board of health that 

tbe pu'lic generally throughout the pro- 

vince bave become feartu] when there was 

in reality no occasion for ‘amy particular 

alarm. The cases that have been report. 

od with one or two exceptions are the 

result of residence in the immediate vici.* 

ity of those who bad the disease. 

Few indeed of those who have been vac- 

cinated have contracted small pox and yet 

there teema to be a great fear of contagicn. 

This may be due to the fact that St. Joba 

has been especially free from 1 ch evidem- 
Sw— 

general impression is that the gentleman 
of the beard have dove their best, and 

while not infallible, are entitled to more 

praise than criticism, : 
A 

Where he went for it, 

Albert was sent down town by his 
mother to get some horseradish which : ger, and spoke of the weather. be finally said one day to the servan!; ‘my oc + d ab b d ~ Con ; business is most important : I*ll : (i | agriculture. Too much bas been said about the | she neec ed for her pickles. 

dry everywhere. It is dry in America, Sugs We 1s bath. 38 DO pis family, end finds especial delight in P ; ba k heme tired and empty handed. 
too I read in one of our papers the other use,‘ replied the negro butler; ‘gen‘leman | walking about the place, commen'ing on The fects 'bave been  enlr-ged ‘Well, where is} the horseradish P asked 

his motter. 
Why, mother, I went to every livery 

sable in town, and they didu’t hive 8 
vii, anewared Albert, with a weary sigh. 

O.'ya Woman's Wile, 

Hs was a very shy young man, and the 
rl—well she was hike most girls, 
Toney were scated on a benchin Moor 

oark, Preston. 
‘How do you pronounce K-i-s-m-e-t P* 

she asked. * T8137 9 
‘() 1, in this instance the ‘t’ is not sound- 

ed ,” he replied. 
‘Then that would be ‘Kisme’ she mur- 

mured, A.T.8¢ RA 
And he did, slt! ough_be was avery shy 

—_——— ——— = young man. 
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jmsked: ‘What | sve Dotroit Free Press, and 'be talk | turt- 
8 was a poser for | od to the inflexibility of Tim Murphy‘. 
shametaced, con- | cyge. 

‘Well well,’ Murphy bad lenlisted in the cavaly 

is the only [ go. y:ce, altough he bad never been on a| * 
you and I| horse in his life. He was taken out «f 

: - fears dr’ll with other raw re cuits under command 

eR of a sergeant, and as luck would have it, | 

4 secu ed ope of the worst buckers in tle Aig. by 

: js end send whole troop. tH OR/ELL Le 

i a ‘Now, my men‘ said che sergeant in : 

i * | a 1dressing them, ‘no one is allowed ¢o Cis 
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~_Itis quite proper to obey the regulations of the board of health and get vaccinated x ps Bag TO NE : aang I Tog 
but this has in many cases in 47s c’*v caused considerable inconvenience. Did you bave orders P uninviting to tho:e who lived outside of the | I ot e late as one of the health § A 

THs has especially been ¢0 in Progress offizs. Compositors who hold a compos-| 1 gid.c % Tr # a i ee on on py be pit oie ke 

1 \ if they have sore arms and for thi i Ua e reasons hardly nee 0 be spoken 13 Ee 

: pee TE hoon limited a bootup 4. re Bo ‘From hescquaters, I suppose P* with a | 0 0 lo tas disappointing and | DPrepared for the sppoatance of . \ 

machines as the dailies are favored with this difficulty could Be overcome but the ay ys the prevailing epidemic seemed to bave | smal'pox. Still when it did come the 


