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RAILWAYS AND EMPIRE.

The recent «flicial announcement that
the great Trans Siberian Railway has been
‘practically completed* by the laying of
the last rail of the Northeta Manchurian
Division must be accepted with | me 1b-
atement. There is s'ill . some ! nne’ g
and bridge-building to be dome, ¢ d t ¢

system of rail communication is still nte -

rupted by the necessity of croesing Iak:>
Baikal by water. Moreover, 1t is g 1er-
ally believed that a considersble part o
the line will have to be rebuilt ia stror _er
fashion and relaid with heavier rails b ore
it will sustain regular traflic.

Nevertheless, the Rassian Munister 0
Finance was justified in bis aonounce: ent
that with the laying of the last rail ‘m
northern Manchur'a on the anniversary o!
the tsar‘s accession, temporary traflic was
‘possible along the whole system.

Ten years ago last May the tsar turned
the first sod of this railway, at Viadivo-
stok. The construction of more than five
thousand miles of railway in this period, in
view of the engineering and other diffi :ul-
ties in the way, is a remarkable achieve-
ment. It nardly would havebe:n possible
if it bad not been pressed toward com-
pletion by the resources of a great empire.

It bas opened the vast and previously
almost inaccessidle regions of Siberia to
It binds East and West in
¢)mnercial relations which otherwise
would bave been impossible. In connect-
ion with the acqnisition of Port Arthur, it
gives Raesia a long coveted southern port.
Its political importance in future Asiatic
adjustments can bardly be overesiimated.

Riilway making end empirc brilding
are likely to be more than ever closcly
associated in the future. Russia has b It
railways to the very extremity ofits terri-
tory towards Herat, in order tobe ready
for whatever may take place in Afghan-
istan. Racently it has begun railway con-
struction in northern Persia, as an aid to
extending its political control ov:r that
country. Oiher nations are pursuing a
similiar policy. Gormany bas important
railway projects in the Kist. In China, in
Sulan, and wherever else Iurope n
civi''ziton is secking a foothold in unpar-
celed or partially occupied regions, the
railway precedes or attends the march of
empire.

immigration.

GREAT GOVERNMENT
PRISES.

ENTER-

Congress now finds itself confronted
with the question which almost every
household must consider: How much
money can we &fford to spend P The de.
cision as to a score or more ol pr«jacts will
really constitute a partial answer.

Doubtless the appropriations made at
this session will be very large. A hand-
some surplus lies in the Treasury. The
country is prosperous,growing rapiily,and
at a siage inits development when many
new things seem called, for most of which
everybody regards as meritorious,but they
all cost money, and there is some disput:
as to which the country can best afford.

The proposed canal across the isthmus
would natorally be & source of great ex
pense, even if distributed over many
yeare. On account of the failure of the
river and barbor bill at the last Congress,
larger one than ever seems inevitable. It
is possible that an appropriation for
general irrigation will be made, and that
would embark the government upon 1ar-
reaching improvements.

A P.c fic cable may absorb a few million
«ollarsm 1e. Rural free delivery is gair-
ing in popularity, and its friends desire an
.appropriation twice as large as that of last

m——s — =

year. Many people beli.ve that the most
efl ctive way ol restoring our merchant
shipping on the seas is by the payment ol
subsidies from (he Treasury. Unusually
large naval estimites are recommended.
All alovg the line thereis a call for
geneious appropriations.

Al hough government tax-s are small
compared with those which the individual
pays to the city where be lives, and to the
state government, all of these levies, na
tionsl state and municipal, should be taken
into account in consideripg how much cin
properly be expended. Oa the one hand
extravagance, waste, misappropriation of
the public money and the promotion of
selfish schemes should be avoided ; and on
the other hand a niggardly policy would
he most unwise on the part ot a great and
growing country with « vast wealth of re-
sources yet to Le developed.
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To Redace Your B(t Mra-ure Une ¥ 2z,

Isn‘t half as hard neither is it as painful as
before the introduction of Putnam's Pain-
less Corn and Wart Extractor. In twenty
four hours the corn is removed, Pretty
and small feet are well sssured on every-
hody, but it can‘t be done unless you uee
Pu'nam‘s—others are not nearly so good.
Putnam‘s is the best. At druggists.

The never failing medicine Holloway‘s
Corn Cure removes all kinds of corns,
warls, etc., even the most difficult to re~
move cannot withstand this wonderful rc-
medy.

The Old-Age Habi,

‘For why wou'd I look old. derling P
Answer me that, now !" M+s. Mullaly de-
manded. She had been Honora Costizan
| forme:ly, Mrs. Morris's loving and faitbfr’
’ housc-girl; but that was twenty years earl-
: ier. Mistress and maid had been at oppos-
: i'e ends of the carthin the me: )t'me, end
: the mistress who, bad noticeably aged,

‘elt almost a shock o! resentment at sight

of the plump and buxom No.a rhe used to

know.
" *‘Surs, I've had me bad times and me
"wood times I'ke the rest of the world,’
M:s. Mullaly went on reflectively.  *Bat,
glory be! before the bad (imes quite fi-ish
ed me the good (‘mes always came agair—
me always leav.ng the door ajar to let them
in, d’ve mind ?’

“ I am older; I feel it sometimes in me
poor back; but I‘m not old. Whisper,
darling, it ain’t tbe years that go over;
its the hear! that‘s inside that changes the
faces of us.

* Twas a cousin of mine that teachei me
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to be old the day she was born, did Katie
811 when she was fourteen, looking and
acting twenty, ‘twas a graat help to her.
But when she was twenty, ‘I‘'m g« tting on!
When she was twenty-five, ‘No,
says shg to Johony Wa'sh, that came a
eonrting, ‘I'm too old and rettled iz me
babits to 12 msrrying. Then sbe wa:
thiry nothing would do her but to get wid
the old women and talk of the times whe:
sbe and they was yourg.

¢ S5 the heart of her went into the face
of her. Itdidso! I mind when she wa:
thirty about and me over twen.y, we wen!
together one day to a big new hotel to get
work. A good worker was Katie. Bot
the boss he looked us up and looked u:
down and asked his questions, and then
says he, ‘I‘ll give youa trial, my girl,*
says bhe to me. ¢ But as for you ¢ he says
to Katie, it‘s young, ttrong, lively women
we want, says he, and I m thinking you‘re
after miste't'ng this for the Old Ladies
Home,which, says he, is in the next bleck.

‘O ho !" aays I to meself at that. ‘Am J
going out to bhunt for wrirkles and rheum
atism belore me own mother gets grey it
her hair P No,’ says I, and ’twas then I be
gun to tose me birthdays over me shovlder
as fasi as they ceme. Tuey’re all bebinc
me, glory be ! where I can’t fall over thim.

‘Whisper, darling,” Mis. Mullaly sdded,
impressively, ‘old age is a bad babit, Like
drirking, and if ye give way to it ye won’
80 easy break it off, Sure, there's 8 new
year every twelve months, but that can’t
make ye an old woman—never, darling
until ye‘re willin' to be !*

A Cu e for Kheomsiism —Toe inizusion of uric
gcid 1270 fhe blood vessels is a {-ai. al crase of
theumsai.c paias, Lb's irregola 'y is owiag tos
deranged and uvahesithy coniicion of the J've,
Aujone subj ct to this ngr ol + 1 et'on wiilfind a
remedv jn Parmele:’s Vege able Plls, Thei- sc-
fion n on the kidueys is proaoonced and most
ven fizial and by res > ing healtey acl.on Laey cor-
rectfampu .es :nibe vlood.

‘Is Mrs Brimfield Baker the daugbter
of a judge ?-

‘Yes. Why do you ask P¢

‘Because I just now met her and she said
she wes buirying down to ask her father
to grant her an injunction to prevent
ber husband from bepinning divorce pro-
c3adings —°

lmnrriies in the Blood.—When t(he ac "0a of
the kidueys becomes iwna."ed, imnn- ties in the
nic d ar: almost 8- e 1o follow, and general d:-
rangement of the sviiem eusnes, 2. melee’s
Vege.abls Pills will tegotzie the kidaeys 30 that
tbey will m2iucr .0 uea (bv 2c.iou and n event the
comp!l'cations waich ce. ainly come when e.e is
deia_gement of the.e delici'e o:gans. As a le.
s orative these Pills a-e ia the f£.st raak.

An Oprort n> Gift,
A good natured easy going Garman liv

?ng in Chicago asked the American wife to !

pick out some little present for his sister in
‘he old country. He bad rquandered bis
fortune, says the Racord Harald, but his
sister still bad hers, and with careful teu.
tinic ma: a_em n' had swelled it to & coue
tortable sum.

The American wife kaew nothing of ber
Jister in law, and she appreciated the limn-
ations of ber own finances as well as the
i fficulty of choosing a gift for a stranger.
But she went to & repository for woman's
work and discovered there a dainly bag of
shamois leather em“roidered with wreaths
of forgot me nots and embl:z ned with
the one word ‘money,’ to indicale its use
as @ secret purse to be worn about the
oeck in travelling.

It seemed an innocent little gift, but
Fri'z davead with delight wh:n he saw it
Ach, the very thing ! he cried. I would
aot write and ask her—no ! but money and
forget me nots, ach, it is the most beauti-
{al reminder !

His wile, who had not thought of the
matter in that ligat, protested and would
have fain withheld the present, but Filz
was fim. It was sent to Germany at
Christmes.

A few weeks later a substantial check
check came im scknowledgement. The
sister had indeed appreciated the situation.

Asslsiiorg the Memory,

Grendma Hollis pushed her spectacles
far down on her nose, and looked over
their tope with mild reproof.

‘Now, Rotert,* she said,convincing iy, to
ber grandson, ‘I don‘'t like to hear you
say you c.u‘t rem . mber dates, because
it's an easy thing to do if only you set
about it the right way. Now when
anybody asks mé about the date of
anything I just use my simple msthod, and
it never fails; snd I‘'m sure nobedy could
have a worse memory than I have, dear
child.*

‘What‘s your method, grandma P, asked
the boy, ready for any suggestion wbich
might help bim in bis weakest spot.

‘Why, it's like this,* said Grandma
Hollis, cheerfully. There‘s the D:clavas
tion of Indepindence. I should never be
sure of the year that occurred if it weren‘t
for my method; but I think of your
mother's marriage—that wasin 1889. I
remember that because the date is on the
little ring your father gave me, and I look
at it two or three times a day.

+Then I know she was twenty-one when
she was married, because it was the same
8 ° that I was when I was married so that
carries her back to—twenty-one from

the truth of it. this long ago. She burnge

N
N

| “\\\

t |

e ) N

= }j/
Y,

TS NARREEEE EAT N ol e

\ MR
N \ \\*§\\\\\‘#\\ \
:

eighty-nine leaves sixty eight. Andt sha

was eight years old at the time of the Czan.
tgonial in Philadelphis. I koow that, be-
cause I got her a twisted-wire figure-2ight
pin at the expositior—and she lost it.
‘Then you see eight added to six'y-
eight makes seventy-six. That’s 187¢.
Ol course centennial means subtract a
bundred, ¢nd there you have 1776, with
no trouble at all, Robext !’ 7
Grandma Hollis beamed with the {1y of
one who imparts rare wisdom, but Robért,
although reapsctful, seemed deprsseed.

From the Ouurch lTowor,

Many charactensiic customs prevail at
Christmas in different parts of Earope,bat
nowhere is there a prettier one than that
obtaining in the west coast town of Chris.
tiansand in Norway. There, at the stroke
of seven on Juleaften, the waitiug city
hears from its cathedral spire the first
notes of the Coristmas chimea. Then every
house door op2ns, and the peeple in awed
eilence, go out into the streets to listen to
the music of the bells. After these sweet
sounds there is a pause, while the crowds
stand quiet vnder the starlit sky, waiting
for something the touching effect of which
can be appreciated only by one who know,
the strong emotional influence of the place
and time. T.is is the playing of the three
Christmas bymne, by wind instruments,
from the high church tower. As the notes
ring out into the night many en upturned
face shines with unconscious tears, while

' impulsively band goes out to hand.

Juleaften supper is served at the usual
hour, eight o‘clock, and immemorial usage
ordains that every {rue Norseman mu ¢
that night eat risec-;rynsgrod, or rice
pudding. After supper every house in the
kingdom produces its Christmas tree.
Dscked simply with candles and cardies,
and with pretty or grote:qie cakes in
britht colored paper baskets, both of
home make, these trees would hardly win
the approval of American young people.
Nor would the presents help matters
much. Very unpretentious, as a rv'e,
are these gifts, ani their exchange is
limited aimost entirely to near relatives.
A young giil rarely gives anything save
some trifls of her own handiwork.

Ne- 'y a!l [a'ani{s are more or less sulj:ctto
diar hoea and suca comp'zints woile teeiving aaxd
as (his period of thei: lives is the most ¢ "tical,
mo: se:8 suoald noi be witiront a bo ils of Di. J
D, Kel'ogg's Dysenie ; ('iwrdial. 71'0is medicne
is a specilic for such comp ain.s and is hizbly
s'oken of by ihose who bave usedit. The prope
rietors c'a'ms itwill care any case of cholera or
st mes complaint.

Doa’t Make Fancy Things.

~A southern wo nen says that itis diffi-
cult to bave fairs in the south because the
wom>n have nothing to sell in them. Fancy
articles make up the bulk of the goods sold
in a fair, and the southern women are not
,-ven to this form of needle work.

‘I don‘t know why it is,” says the wom>1
‘whether our hous's are so much
in the nor'h that we don't need
such things, but I know we don‘t
make them, and I am very glad, for
it seems to me a g-eat wasts of time.’

C e

Its Power G ows With Age.~How many
mec cives Jondly blizined as maniceas /or a'l
homan il’s have come and gone s.7ce Do. Thomas’
Eecireiric Oil was put on the marcet ? Yet it r. -
mainz, doiig wo.e gnod ‘0 hamamicy than m 1y
a prepa~a lon more bigbls v uiled and exleniiog
its vi 008 wider and widec eod ia & luger c're'e
evei y year. Itisthe medicines of the masses.

e

Tess—I wouldn’t make Bess my c¢onfi-
dante if [ were you. She told me th:t

sicret of your-,

Jess—But Jennie was my corfi Jante,
Bess must have been J nnies confidante,
0: Yer confiiante’s confidante.

i s+ e e B o S

“Taymimigie—Athye ayy liky  thi
and wo'il be stranded.

The Star—*That is, if we don‘t hava a
bort run we'll hiva a long wiit.
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COLDS

“77" Book msiled tree. oke
“77" cures Colds.

“77” cr es Grip.

¢ 77" cures Coughes.

“77" cic-ea 't aer zi.

“77" curss Catarrh,

“77” ceves Sore T' oat,

“77" cures Bronc! “lis.

“77 m-*es Colds that clirgz let go.

“77" is a small vial of pleasrat pellets
*hat fi*; the vest pocket. Ty

At all Druggists 26 conts or mailed on recerﬁt' of
p-ice. Dceror’s Book MAILED TREER.

Humphreys' Homeopathic Medicine Co; Corner
William and Jobn Sicceis, New York.




