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The Partition

:
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Although there sill remains, says a
writer in The London Times, much work
for diplomatists and boundary commissions
to do before the territorial limits of the
various European powers and native States
in Atrica have been accurately determined,
the two agreements which Lord Salisbury
concluded in 1898 and 1899 with the
French Goverrment, the still more recent
agreement with Germany, and the as yet
unpublished sgreement between Krance
and Spsin with reference to the Adrar
country and the settlements on tbe Muni
River. heve, broadly epeaking, completed
the pertition of the continent. The
scramble among the European powers for
protectorates and spheres of influence in
Africa, which began filteen or twenty years
ago, developed during the intervening
years into one of the most remerkable
episodes of the nineteenth century, a
century not wanting in ¢vents of the most
profound interest to bumanity. That the
greater part of a continent which so recent
ly played but an insignificant part in the
politics of Europe should bave been parti
tioned out among the great powers cf
Europe, without any recourse among them-
gselves to the rude arbitrament of war, is at
once a tribute to the statesmen who have
guided the destinies of Europe during the
last two decades, and a good augury for
the future.

With the fascination story of the partit-
ion of a continent we do mnot propose to
concern curselves fcr the moment, but it
may be ueeful, at the begirning of a new
century, to attempt a brict survey of the
territorial results of the scamble, now that
some sort of modified finality appears fo
have been reached. It is necessary to
spesk with caution of ‘finality’ in such a
cornection. The partition is still largely
a paper partition. Itis certographical
rather then actual. But it marks, at least
a restirg place in the history of European
inventicn in Africa of which advantsge
msay be taken to sttcmpt a survey of the
present territorial distritution of the con.
tinent. Such a turvey can, of necessity,
only be a rcugh approximaticn. Author
ities differ, estimates vary, and it will be
many years before the area end population
ot the various divisions of the African con-
tinent can be stated with any degree of
particularity. Indeed so far as the esti-
mates of population are concerned, author-
ities{difler so wicely tbat no practical pur-
pose can be served by tsbulating the rough
guesses which-have been made. To take
the Congo Free State as a eingle example ;
Sir H. M. Stanley is sti!l quoted as tbe
authority for estimating the population ot
King Leopold’s African kingdom at
30,000,000 while M. Vivien de Saint Mar-
tin gives the pcpulation as 14,000 000 and
another suthority places it at somewhere
abcut eight millions. In face offsuch dis-
crepancies, it is plain that the wisest course
is to wait for more trustworthby information
before attempting to arrive at any estimate
of the population of the African continent.

The total area of Africa is, in round
figures, some eleven snd a balf million
equare miles. Except that Madagascar is
incluced in French Africa, the wvarious
islands around the coast of the continent
are left out of account in this calculation.
Although the whole of the territory sffect
ed by the Anglo-French agreement of 1899
is not yet allocated, very material changes
bave been introduced into the administra-
tive arees in the. “rench Soudan. Indeed
the French Soudan has entirely disappear-
ed as an administrative unit. Large ad.
ditions have been made to the existing
colonies of Senegal, Guines, the Ivory
Coast, and Dabomey, and the remainder
of the old Souden administrative area bas
been dividcd into military districte, which,
although, under direct military administra-
tion, are yet dependent on the governor-
general of French West Africa, a post cc-
cupied by a civil cflicisl. Over the great-
er part of tte Sahara no attempt has yet
been made to extend French jurisdiction,
either civil or military, but an expedition
is at this moment engsged in reducing to
subjection tbe Twat group of oases, which
lies to the scuth of Morocco in the western
Sabara. -Recent expeditions, which bhave
passed round the northern end of Lake

" Chad to the Sbari region are reported to
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have concluded treaties with the chiets in
Kanem, but for gpractical purpores the
group of Central African states around
[.ake Chad may be dealt with separately.
Certainly, the powerful state, Wsdai,
which is included within the French sphere
of i1 fluence by the agreement of 1899, has
not been even nominally reduced into poe-
session. The Sshara is also dealt with
separately, except that the comparatively
small portion attached to Algeria has been
retained under the head of Algerian
Sabara. The vexed question where DBritish
E st Africa ends and the Egyrtian Scudan
begins has not yet received an autlorita-
tive enswer, but the ten'h parallel ot north.
ern latitude has been taken fcr the present
purpose as roughly indicating the line ot
division between the British and the Anglo
Egyptian spheres of i fluerce.

The following table must be taken as a
rough approximation only, ¢xcept in the
more settled regions to the north and scuth
of the continent :—

British.
Square miles.
Cape Colonv......reeeee... 277 1561
Natal and Zaluland..... ... 29,434
Basutoland ....cc0....0000.. 10 293
Bechuanaland ....... APk 386 200
Trinsvasl Colony......... o 119 139
Orspge River Colony........ 48 326
T T TR D IR TR, €00,000
British Central Atrica Protect-
0O s s cPidbeniiii 42,217
British Eist Atrica, including
Nile Basin to 10 deg. N.. 670 0C0
Somaliland:. icosesssesss 68 000
Northern Nigeria...eee..... 310 000
Niger Coast (S. Nigeria). ... 21 500
Lagos and Yoruba.......... 20 500
(Gold Coast and Hinterland. . . 74 500
Sheth Lo siie. .\ e 33,100
PR s G L 3 800
. PP i et ¢ 2-,-713 910
French
F T T R 184 474
Algerian Sahars............ 123 500
- e S8 & 0 S5 BNBREANS 51 000
Senegal ...oo.iiieiiienn 182,000
I 500 00 0 8 00 Mol S 0 i i 92 000
IDANE VoMo sovoeosossivins 119 500
Dabomey B 59,000
Soudan Military l)lsmct ..... 183 000
Congo and Gaban........... 550 000
Bagirmi Wadai, Kanem...... 126,0C0
Sabara (including Tibest1) .. 1,892 000
Scmaliland. . .... S0 2 an dinnib 14 000
Madagascar....... cos 228 500
Tot.l. L B A A ) e . .3,804974
German.
East Alriode.sovoevccscces Vo 385 000
Southwest Atrica......... G 322 450
CRDORR. « o v o sohsbanni: 4 191 130
OO, . iive i ks 34 800
g . STPEERRIETITE ees.933 380
Italian.
TR s «sonsunssnibiih i 88 500
SO divonscidiveieit 100,000
IR T 188500
Pertuguese
SRR 5 4058 000 Pirin A phack 4 394
Angolo...... 200508 RD NS 484.730
B . o asb0 s anbbdh i 301 000
TR o b 5 as bihs bl s i 700,124
Spanish
Rio de Oro..... Seissenninsl 167.400
B e ... AL 1750
p o PRI 169,150
Tu kish
Tripoli and Bengbszi. ....... 398 900
Egypt-
Egypt proper............ A 400,000
Anglo-Egyptian Soudan..... 610 000
TR Ll 1.010,0C0
Separate States.
Copngo Free State........... 900 000
RO o vaunhcsiibaind i 52 000
BRERD. . i P & vl 219 000
Abysoinia.......co000..0000 320 000
. SRRCHESRRR NI 1.491,(CO

Nominally under Turkish svzersinty.
Summarizing the totals thus obtained,
we arrive at the following result: —

Square mles.

BeitiDecce .o 00000000 voe.. 48718974
T e e A R 3 804 974
T e B 938 380
T i B g ey 188 500
EORtBERON0. . .« ccovsoensssns 790.124
Spavieh........... AR 169 150
O RS 398 900
Egyptian.....co0000vee..../ 1,010,000
Separate States.....o0....., 491,000

TOML ., ccoemevenncncosne 11,499 938
It is probable that as regards the area®

in the above table, they are over rather
than underestimated, for the natural ten

dency is to ¢ xaggerate 1ather than to dim-
ivish the ¢x'ent ot onu's possessions. But
taking the figures for what they are worth-
it is apparent that the three principal par-
ticipants in the scramble heve not done at
all badly. Germany, a comparative late
comer in the ficld, has secured close on a
million tquare mwiles in four ‘Estates,”
three ot which at letst are well prpalsted,
and afford abundant opportunity for the
¢x-rcise ot the traditional qualities of her
people. Ia the matter of the superficial
extent of h'r pcesessions, France is sn
ersy first, though we thould run her clcse
it Egvpt and the E yp'ian Soudan were
added to Great Britain’s African posses-
sions. Itistrue that the sands of the
S.hara give as yet little promise of com-
mercial advantage to France, but bothon
the Mediterranean and on the West Coast
France has colonies which, it properly ad-
ministered, should prove a eource of per-
manent prosperity to the republic. It the
oumber of actual or proespective customers
were taken as the test, it is certain that
Great Britain would be thead of all com.
petitors, while in the thickly-populated
basin of the Congo the Sovereign of the
Free S-ate has command ot markets which
should at some futire time prove of great
value to the commerca of Europe.

Weetfl 1d and Viciuity,

TLe Passenger Department of the Cana-
dian Pacific Riilway announce that ar-
rangements have been made wherety the
surburban train service of that Compsany,
to points between St. John and Welstord
tbis season, coramencing June I0:b, will
be very much superior to anything yet
cffored.

In the first place thore will be a local
rurburban express leaving Lingley at 6 10
A M., arriviog m S'. Jobn 7 20 A. M.
The Fredericton express, muking all stops
Welsford to St. John, will, as usual, reach
St. John at 8 20 A. M.

For the bencfit of Sunday School Picnics
and small excrision parties, sod others
who wish to apend a day in the country,
there will be a local express leaving St.
Jobn at 9 10 A. M., makiog ¢l inter-
mediate stops as far as Welsford. Tuis
train will return to St. Jobn bebind the
Montreal and Boston expresses, reaching
St. Jobn at 12 35 P. M.

Oa Wednesdays and Saturdays there
will be a special trip of the suburban train,
leaving St. John at 1.00 p. m. and return
ing leave Weleford at 2.10 p. m., arriving
at St. Jobn 3 10 p. m.

The outward servie for the suburban
r sidents will be, leaving St. Jobn 4.30 p.
m. by local express, makiog all stops, and
the 535 p. m. Boston express, making
Fairville, Grand Bay, Westfield and Wels-
ford stops, and the 7.30 p. m. Fredericton
express, meking all local stops.

On Saturday night the accomodation
train due to leave at 5 55 p. m. will be
held ustil 10 00 p. m. for the accomoda-
tion of suburban residents as far as Wels-
ford.

For the return of picnic parties and ex-
cursionists there will be a trip of the subur
ban train leaving Welsford at 5 55 p. m.
arriving at St. Jobhn at 7 00 p. m , making
all local stops ; and in addition to this there
will be the regular eastbound express from
Bottoa passing Welsford at 9 40 p. m,
stopping on flag at Lingley, Westficld,
Rivcrtank, Grand Bay, Ingleside and Fair-
ville, due at St. John 10 30 p. m.

The time used abcve in each case is
Eastern Sta,dard.

The Passenger Department propose to
istue in the course of a lew days a folder
giving complete time of each of the above
trains end showing local, commutation and
family ticket rates from St. Jobn to all
points ss far as Welsford ; also information
regarding picnics, Saturday— Monday ex-
cursiors, etc.

The ¥ly Settled the Question.

At arecent meeting ot the Kntomologi-
cal Sotiety in London the president, Mr.
G. H. Verrall, told an smusing story to
prove that a knowledge of insects may
even e uselul in settling questions in lit-
erary hietory. Commentators on the
works of Robert Louis Stevenson were try-
ing i1 vain to discover whether the notes
mac¢ by him in a certsin book were writ-
ten before or after be tock up his resi
dene in Samoa. It happened thata fly
bad been tquerzed between the pages, and
whea Mr. Verrall saw it, he instantly
recognized it as belonging to a species
peculiar to the Polynesian islands. That
settled the question.
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Plague’s Hold

on India. ;
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Some figures of the Indian census cabled
from London have already showa the
ravages of plague anl famine in Indis.
Letters written from Simla on March 7
show that matters have been even worse
than those figures indicated, and that
though the famine is now nearly at an end,
the plague is almost as bad as ever.

1he following parsages reveal a state of
affairs which surprises persons who have
thought for some time that all was well
again.

Tte Viceroy, toward tkte end of last
year, estimated that* the total mortality
through the famine of 1890 1900 wo.ld
amount to about 750 C00. It is slmost
certain that this ccmputation will prove far
too low. Many experts are of the cpin-
ion that at least double that number died,
directly or indirectly. The census figures
for Marwar alone are signficant enough
Here we find & decrease of 600,000 souls.
It is not unlikely that the northern portions
of Bombay may show a decrease of a round
million, most of which must be directly du=
to the terribly severe famice of last year.
In the central prcvinces, the majority of
the districte so far show heavy decreases
Thus Jubbulpore district is 67,000 to the
bad, Narsingpur 53,000, Seoni 44,000,
and so on.

During the last ten years the central
provinces have had at least five years
of either acute scarcity or downright
iamine,ard a decrease in tke rural popula-
tions was therefore, to some extent inevit-
able. In the northwest provinces, which
have been more favored in the matter of
go-d seasons, things are somewhat better;
but even here the tendency is,on the who’e,
toward a decrease. Mirzapur district
shows a decreass of 78,000, Gh:zipur one
of 110,0C0, Benares 38,000, Benares City
16,000 end so on. The important tcwao
and provincial capital of Allahabad shows
increase of only 336 persons in ten years.
FElsewhere in India we find Bangalore, one
of the principal cantonments in the soutb,
exhibiting a decrease of no less than 23
per cent as compared with 1891. In this
case plsgue is held to account for the de-
ficiency.

Perbaps at no time sinca its first appear-
ance in Bombay, in the autumn of 1896,
has the plsgue been more serious in India
than at the present moment. If one hears
lees about it this is simply because every-
body bas got so used to its continued pre-
sence, wbich is taken very much as a
matter of course. Jn Bombay city the
people have grown absolutely callous.
There is no longer a scare, no longer a
precipitate flight to the country districts.
The disease has established its right to a
permanent residence in the western capital,
and this right bas beex tacitly conceded by
the inbabitants. Nothing could be more
marked than the positive indiff:rence of
the natives of Bombay to the ravages of
the pestilence. Tae lower orders, pro-
fiting by the policy ot laisscz faire which
the authorities, for political mot.ves, feit
compelled to adopt last year, have ceased
either to take the most elementary pre-
cautions themselves or to allow other
people to do this for them. The more
enlightened native citizens not only meke
no attewpt to combat the ignorant pre.
judices and bigoted opinions of their hum-
bler fellows, but positively encourage them
in their passive resistance to the simplest
ssnitary laws.

Yet in Poona cantonment, not much
more than a bundred miles away, excellent
results have been obtained by adopting
precautions. Last year, when another out-
break seemed imminent, the mwilitary zut-
horities did what they could to encourage
the people to submit to inoculation. In
few months upward of 14 000 persons, out |
ol & populstion of some 35 000, bad uader-
gone the operation. The results were al-
most immediately apparent, and triumphly
vindicate the merits of the plague prop-
hylactic. In Poona city, wbich adjoins the
cantonment, p'ague was raging f[uriously.
There the sccepted policy of the day, a
policy forced on Lord Curzon by the blind
fanaticism of tte people of India, beld {all
sway. In a short time there were upward
of 5 000 plague cases, with 4 311 deaths

out of a population of not much more than
100,000. The cantonment as stated, ad-

joins the city. Communication between the
two is as incessant as between Fleet street
and the Strand ; yet tharks to the precau.
tions adcpted by Gen. Burnett and the
military suthorities the cases in the can-
tonment only numbered 210, with 143
deaths, out of a population of upward of
30,000. The native soldiers,who mix (ree
ly in the beziars, were inoculated. Oaly
one case occurred among them, and that
proved wild, the patient recoverirg.

Calcutta bas never shuken o ff the plague,
but somehow or other it does not seem a
very favorable place for the spread of the
epidemic. Klsewhere in Bengal, however,
the outlook is more di'quieting. Patns,
Monghyr, Gya and other towns and dJis-
tricts are now absolutely in the grip of the
pestilcnce. The mortality in these places
h:is for wecks past been of an alarming
character. The plague is spreadiog. From
Patna it bas crossed the Ganges into the
planting districts of Bebar. Thence it
has gone to Ballia, & somewhat fanatical
place in the northwest provinces.

From Bellia the plague has lately spread
to Benares. It could hardly bave taken a
more fateful course. Benares is the sacred
city of tbe Hindcos. Thither flock, from
every part ct Indis, hundreds of thousands
of devotees, of both sexes and of every
sge, esger to worsbip at the sacred shrines
and bathe in the boly Ganges. Thus from
Benares infeetion is carried to every por-
tion, however remote, of India. An out-
break of plague in such a centre is there-
fore, one of the most serious calamities
which has so fsr occurred in the history of
that pestilence in Irdia. It is rendered
more serious by the character of the popu-
lation. All that is most bigoted, most
fanatical, most opposed to British rule and
the spread of Western ecience and civiliz-
ation is concentrated at Benares. There
are to be found in bundreds the fakirs,
jogis, sanyasis and other medicants, and
ascetice, the msjorily of whom are the
bitter enemies of our rule in India. There
the flame of religious fervor burns at its
brightest. To attempt in such a place to
check the pestilence by ordinary and com -
mon-sense measu'es of sanitation would
mean an immediate tumult and bloodshed.
The disinfection of houses is regarded as
wholesale defilement; the segregation of
the sick as a preliminary to their murder.

Sir Antony MacDonnell, the Lieuten-
ant Governor, has just visited the place,and
has spoken to the people on the neceasity
of adopting such precautions as the vaca-
tion of houses,disinfection and incculation.
After him there got up a retired Judge, an
intelligent gentleman, well acquainted with
the prejudices of the people. He declared
that they would bave neitter house vacation
nor inoculation, though the more enlight-
ened amongst them might perhaps allow
disinfection. =~ With prejudices such as
these to cortend with, it may be imagined
how great are the difficulties of the locs)
authorities in dealing with the plague.

The Government of India has estimated
that for the first three months of the cur-
rent year & sum o! 36 lakhs in excess ot
their previous estimates will be required
tor famine reliet in Bombay, while a
further sum of 106 lakhs has been estim-
ated for the period after April 1, next.
There is no longer any doubt that the
situation in a large portion of Bombay is
past saving, and is, in fact, very serious
indeed. The Bombay Dzccan never had
any raic worth mentioriog last season, and
the result is that crops were either
not esown or withered for want of
moiature. Water and fodder fer
cattle, even drinking water for bumen
beings, are extremely scarce, and acute
famine will exwst for several months to
come. In Gujerat, once the garden of
India, things are worse. The h: rdy peas-
ant of the Deccan is more or less inured
to famine. He is accustomad to a scarcity
of rain in his etony wastes on the average
every third year. With the Gujerati,howe
ever, the conditions are entirely differemt.
Both he and his cattle are incapable of
successfully meeting the wear and tear of
famine. The Government is understood
to be already organizing measures of relief
on a large scale, and it is hoped that these
will comprise village works, and not buge
camps 20,000 strong.
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