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A FUEL BUSINESS. 
PATA EAT oH ANA PLAN A PLATT AL FLAY ol PLAY AN A TIAMAT AT FLAN 

Oae of the most interesting questions in 

the public “mind for somo time past has 

been the fuel gu2stion ani as a large num. 

ber of the people hava had to pay much 

higher prices than urusl for fu-l during the 

winter season just closing, they will now 

b3 doubly interested in every suggestion 

that may be given thm to s ve money oo 

further purchases of coal and wood. 

It bas been the rxperience of those who 
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No. 8 Pouring Coal From the Hop- 
pers. 

have watched the matter closely for years, 

that it pays best to lay in coal as early as 

possibls during the summ:r months for 

during the spring and summer tne miners 

and shipp re have to make coal rates low 

in order to move the coal, end lower 

freights are also obtainable from the ves 

sels which bring the coal to this port. 

The coal firm owning a large delivery 

Some of the Features of a Modern Equipment for Hand- 

ling Coal, Wood and Kindling. 

Much of the Heavy, Dirty and Costly Labor Saved by the Use of Patent Auto- 
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import ouly the best grades of hard and 

soft coals trom mines which have become 

celebrated by the quality of their products. 

Their bard coals are all specially pre 
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matic Machinery. 

handling of the coals so that consumers 

may be served promptly and with satisfac 

tion. 

Ever since they took tha old Mill build- 

pared in the *‘Breaker,” the ‘ Breaker” | ing on the Long whart and fi ted it up as o 

No. 4— Gibbon & Co’s. Ol 

being the name given to the huge black , modern coal and wood handling depot a 

misshaping building shown in the accom. 

panying cut, No. 3 
Thus building is located at the pithead, 

the coal being elevited from the mine to 

the top of the ‘‘Breakar” wbere it is crush 
ed into the chestru', nut, egg and other 

few years ago the ,business of this firm hae 

been steadily increasing. 
Their property oa the Long wharl a view 

of which is here given in cut No. 4, having 

been exproprated by the government to 

make room for the new [. C. R terminal 

facilities, Gibbon & Co., had to loek for s zs and separated by revolving screens, 
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trestle on which the firm's huge sign stands 

out towarde tha harbor #0 promiasntly is 

the S eam Shovel tower containing’ the 

hoisting engine and other eqripment, 

nacessary to oporate the steam shovel for 

d Long Wharf Coal Depot. 

lischarging coal from vessels. This shovel 

15 tbo nin the cat No 6, and is capable, in 

vessels with large hatches, of taking out a 

top at a time and making a trip every 
minut. 

For vessels in which the steam shovel 

cannot be used owing to the hatches being 
small, patent automatic selt dumping tubs 

0 

eqiipment of horses and waggons and hav- 

ing a discharging eq1ipment with foremen, 

engineers and yardmen to keep employ-d, 

as only Messrs. Gibbon & Co. in this city 

are situated, are also during the spring and 

summer willing to make sales to ev.rybody 

who can buy coal for cash at the low st 

possible rates, and the saving which they 

are enabled to make in the handling of the 

fuel business by use of their improved 

machinery and facilities they are willing to 

share with or often to giv: altogether to 

thse who favor them with cieh ord.re 

early in the eeasor. 

Below cut No. 1. shows their uptown 

office which is cpen all day up to ten 

o'clock in the evening, solely for accomo 

dating those who fiad it more convenient 

% 

1—Uptown Office. 

or wood than to go down about the dirty 

wharves. 
While bandling the larger variety of 

fuels of any firm in this city Gibbon & Co. 

to drop into the eentral offi se to erder coal 

I ’ we 
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No. 5—New Coal Dock With Barge Discharging by Steam Shovel. 

each #iz) sliding down through separate 

cbu‘es where it is in*pected by rows of 
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boys who stand on each side of the chutes 

and pick out the slate. 
The continued growth of Messrs Gibbon 

& O¢’s. business is due largely to ths care 

oth r qu rters to carry on their business and 

after a considerable amyunt of inconvience 

e Ton Cart. 

and delay were enabled to secure the 

Robertson Upper Whart, a splendidly 

situated deep water wharf next to North 

wharf ard fronting on Smythe street. 

Oa this whart were the sheds occupied 

in former vears by ths late R. P. McGiv- 

ern, R. B. Humphrey and several other 

dealers ; in addition to this wharf they al-o 

tecured 'the rtheds of Mr. Jchn F. Morri- 

son adjoining and took over his coal busi: 
ness. These premises a pertial view of 
which is given in cut No. 5. Herewith have 
been equipped with the best modern coal 
and wood bandling ou'fit in the Maritime 
Provinces and in many “respects ‘equdl to 
the best in Boston. ’ 

which is exercised in the screening and 
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| Atthe end of the wharf, upon the high 
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containing a half fon each sare used. 
Th se tubs, as shown in cut No. 7, are 
shzpad so that they can be pushed up 

arsinst the pile of coal, 85 that the ehovel- 

iato the tub, and then c)mplete the oper: 
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aid of hand labor. 
An entirely new device is now being 

arranged, by which tha cosl can be picked 
up again out of tha sheds with the steam 
thovel, and put into hoppers at the front 
of the sheds, from which it can be poured 
out over as screen to load the carte, as 
shown in the following picture of cut No. 8. 

It will pay sny one who is interested in 
the labour saving devices, to call at 
(Gibbon & Co's new coal docks, Suythe 
St., and see thir machinery in operation. 

And no lews interestirg than the coal 
bLandlirg machinery is the equipment for 
prcpanung the wood end kindiing ready for 
ute. Here are bunching machires with 

ers can almost fill them by rolling the beap | tions to their delivery equipment. 

boys employed to put up bunches of kind- 

ling in the shape it is sold in the stores in 
Boston and New York. A chain belt con- 
veyer carries the wood from the sawing 
machine and deposits in the different bins 
ready for delivering, and the bard wood iy 
split up ready for use by means of a large 
double wood spliting machine at which two 

No. 7—Self-Dumping One-Half Ton 
Tub. 

¢mall boys can split more wood in a day 
than ten men working with axes in the old 
fachion d way. In this department are 
prepared their fine specialities in the shape 
of the best hard woods, rock maple, 
yellow birch, etc. Siwed to any length 
required. 
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No. 6—Steam Shovel at Work." 

The firm are continually msking addi- 
Tae 

latest thing in this line is an immene four 
ation by throwing in a tew scoopfule from | wheel dump cart large enough to carry 

No. 2—Hard Ceal. 

« the floor. The tu%s are hoisted rapidly 
by the stesm shovel engine, and as they ge 
up they strike an attachment in the tower 
by which they are dumped automatically 
into the hopper. The coal is conveyed 
back and deposited in thy diff:rent sheds 
on the wharf, by means of an automatic 
railway, the car carrying about two tons, 
running swiftly down the track to the shed 
required, dumping its load and returning 
to the hopper for another load, without the 

No. 3--¢¢ Breaker.’ 

three tons, as s2en in cut No. 9. 
With their ton carte, two ton waggons 
and this new three ton outfit and 
their new {acility for loadiag them with a 
steam shovel in opsration Gibbon & Co. 
will be able to deliver hard coal this sum- 
mer at a smaller cost for discharging, 
screening and delivering than has ever been 
dona in St. J obn-betore, and their patrons 
who buy early in the season will be sure to 
receive the benefit. = ‘3 
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