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HIS INNOCENCE PROVED.

The Jury Proclaim Harry Nelson Not Guilty—Remarks on
the Trial,
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The Nelson case has excited no little
interest in St. John this week. Unrder the
evidence produced at the trial. the jury
could come but to one conclusion and that
the honorable acquittal of the prisoner.
The case was one of exceptional interest in
more ways than one. Nelson is a man
who bears 8 good name and the charge
made sgainst him was a most serious one,
but bevond this the defense set up, that of
proving an alibi, a defense that bas failed
in g0 many cases, in this in:tance was most

¢ffectual, and it was in thke establishing of |

this defense that drew so much attention.

The charge of which Nelson stood sac-
cused was that of obtaining money under
false pretenses. This was accomplished
by obtaining money letters from Captain
Brennan of the Mey Queen addressed to
certain parties in the North End. The
Ceptain had no besitation in swesring that
Herry Neleon was the man who did the
act and if his evidence stood alone it was
suflicient to establish the accusation. But
it so bappened tbat the accused was able to
show where he was on the days and at the
very bour that the captain swere that be
delivered the letters to Nelson. These
places were far distant from the May
Queer wharf. At one time he was at a
baseball match and the other at the Public
Hoepital, and Mr. Nelson had no trouble
in corroborating his evidences and beyond
question estabiished bis innocence. Cap-
tain Brennan was as positive as a man
could be that Nelson was the man, he must
bave been sure for he would never have
sworn to such, but the captain must have
been mistaken, there is no doubt of that as
the testimony shows. Such a statement of
facts cannot but lead to serious thoughts.

It might bave so happened that the
detes on which the letters were given to
the party st the boat were ordinary days
in Nelson’s life. That is there might have
been nothing particular to draw his atten-
tion to the dates such as 8 baseball match
or & visit to the hospital. Uuder those cir-
cumstances Nelson though perfectly in-
nocent of the (harge might have found no
little difficulty in proving an alibi and the
ceptains’ story would have gone far towards
conviction. Fortunately, however, as has
been said Nelson was able to establish the
alibi and prove his innocence. It has been
eaid that circumstantial evidence is better
than direct. The Nelson case would bear
this argument out. Captain Brennzan’s
testimony was direct enough, but it was
wrong. He honestly swore to a state of
tacts that did not exist, but no blame can
be found with him because he was mis-
taken. The question may be asked if
persone often suffer througn innocent
mistakes of those prosecuting. There
is no telling, Mr. Nelson bas escaped,
but it might hav2 been different.

It 18 & wise law that says that the prisoner
ehould be given the benefit of a doubt but
do juries bear this in mind? It is hoped
s0. An alibi is not always an easy matter
to prove. There have been many who
bave tried it but failed. Who can say that
on account of the failure their guilt was
established. The community is pleased
that Nelson has come out of the trial spot-
less. The guilty is still at large, but the
innocent has not been punished. It 1is
better that ninety-nine guilty should escape

than that one mnocent should suffer.
v

The Raiun Came Down.

It is seldom that St Jobn gets a down
pour of rain like that which set in here last
Sundsy night and continued until 8 o’clock
the following morning. The heaviest fall
wiis between one and three o’clock in the
morning. The total precipitation in ten
hours was 44 inches. Streets were gullied
out; cobble stones with which the
gutters were paved were torn wholesale
from their beds and carried down the hills
in heaps by the torrents which ran in the
streets. The catch basins were filled and
chocked with stones, sand and gravel
and many cellars were flooded. The C.
P. R! kack at Sutton’s was washed out
and trains delsyed. Farmers’ crops on
low lands were flooded and destroyed,
many pretty gardens plots ruined, young
plants of all kinds were uprooted ; sand,

earth and other silt were weshed in on

grass lands from brooks, which, ior the
time become rivers. The Horticutural
Aseociation’s garden and besutiful grounds
at Rockwood Park, which on Sunday
were admired by thousards of wisilors,
presented, on Monday, & scens of deatruc-
tion. Water from the adjoining bills and
walks had flooded in upon the lawns cover-
ing them with sand, ¢ ravol and loan, while
the flower beds were obhterated aud the
plants uprooted or buricd.

The Storm Did Good Work,

Quite a good joke is told of four men
who drove from Sussex a short time xgo
some distance in the country for the pur
pose of drawing a will for an aged resid
ent who was dyiog. The night was dark
and eomewhat stormy and probabdly the
number was augmented to four m order
that there may be plenty of company.
They had however other companions in
the shape of *‘lJong necks” which secmed
to be quite as agreeable associates as they
could wizh for. When they arrived near
the residence they hid the ‘long necke’, in
the brook and proceeded upon the buei
ness they had started out for. While in
the house there was quite a severe thunder
storm and the water in the brook increased
to such dimensions that when they return
ed there was no sign of their tavorite
beverage. They had to drive back in the
rain without anything and the language
they used was somewhat expressive.

With the Bareballists

The Bangor baseball team meet the
Alerts this afternoon and the game should
prove a good one. It is hardly to be ex-
pected that the local club will secure a
victory, but still if they put up the game
that they are sometimes capable ot giving
they can make it most interesting for the
visitors. Jope, an old favorite here is to
catch for Bangor. During the summer
Jope has been playing right field but there
is no doubt that he has not forgotten to
play behind the bat. Outside of some
newspaper wrangling between Has lifax and
St. Jobhn it has been quiet among the big
players this week, so this afteranocn should
see a large gathering at the game.

Behind (loged Doors.

The trial of Nixon at the circuit court
was held behind closed doors and so con-
sequently & great many persons had time
on their bands the last day or two. It is sur-
prising the number of paople in town who
have nothing else to do than to be always
found at these trials. For the place the
size of St. John there are apparently more
well oft people or people who can afford to
live in idleness than to be found anywhere
else. Some persons by this time must have
a pretty thorough knowledge of criminal
proceedings—they miss very little of it.

Kiong Square,

The police bave decided that the bench-
es in King Square are not placed there for
tramps and in future will see that loafers
make themselves scarce. A very good
decision to come to. Many a mother and
child will take pleasure in hearing of this
for now the fine summer atternoons may
be spent there in some epjoyment. It was
a bappy thought that gave the police
such a brilliant idea. Ifa policeman is
the originator he deserves a medal.

Erjiry Yourselves,

Monday will be Dominion Day and a
public hcliday. All that 1s wanted to
make the day a success isfine weather.
Picnic parties will be the order of the day
and at Bay shore the attendance will be
large. The opera house will be among
the attractions. This is sure to do a good
business as it always does on holidays.
May everyone enjoy themselves.

Lookiog For New Homes,

Mr. A. S. Murray, the emigration agent
for the Dominion and the province, so far
as New Brunswick is concerned, was in
the city again this week and reports in-
creased interest in this province from the
standpoint of Englishmen who are looking
for other locations than the home country.
A number of gentlemen who are interest-
ed in sgriculture and experienced in cer-
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oises meomatizs  HE ROUSED THE BEARS.

and some of them at least went on a tour | i

ot {inspectson to fr:m3 recommended to i A

Mr. Murray. This gentleman gave them | i

all the information possible and no doubt 'L z i«
they will be able to find homesteads quite ;
suitable to them. i

A Hero at the Park—A Raided House—Examination s—Events i

| of Local Interest,
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AMUSING THAR FPUBLIC,

What Journalists Think of Each Other—
| Some Very Warm Times,

There seems to be rather a warm time
amoug our journslistic friends these days.
It is & rule tbat never fails that when mat-
ters political assumes s quiet character,
news paper editors in order to keep their
tactics in practice begin to pitch into each
other and it grows warmer and warmer.
This time Mr. Hawke of the Moncton Tran-
gcript and Mr. Smith of the Chatbam Ad-
vance started the ball rolling. These gentle.

men are ou the ssme side of politics just at |

{he presenttime,butthat makesno difterence
when personalities come to be discussed.
Mr. Hawke got quite warmed up to his
subject and has etyled his brother editor
“*A Sow’s Ear.” Mr. Smith hay retaliated
in kind and holds the the Transcript editor
up to ridicule for the way he was deleated
by Mr. Sumner in the Moncton msyoralty
election. The fight bae become so very bit-
ter that swords or pistels would seem to be
next in order. Then the St John Sun to
keep in train bas ordained to play second
to each of the combattants and like holding
a red rag in front of two bulls it dresses up
s paragraph made by one of the two par-
ties to hurl at the other. The telegraph is
not to be left out in the cold and it splurges
forth with the accusation that the Sun has
stolen one of its articles without crediting
it.

The field of contest is expanding all the
time. This week Commodore Stewart of
the world thinks that it is time he had
something to say. Mr Stewart does not
like Mr Smith too well so he puts a flea in
Mr Hawke's ear. He says that “Mr

Tweedie’s cocktail appendsge twits Mr
Hawke with having been defeated by Mr
Sumner in a civic slection. Mr. Hawke
might retort that Smith was beaten by
Mr Nicolss Cupningham, the junk dealer,
by a large majority.”

Lbie is a1l very interesting journalism.
It 18 time that these personal quarrels have
little to do with the people’s interest, but
at the same time they are very amusing
and make much enjoyable reading.
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The Vacation.

Yesterday the public echools closed for
the summer holidaye. During the year
both teachers and scholars bave done ad-
mirable work and have well earned a vaca-
tion. That all mayenjoy the rest for
weeks is the wish of all.

A ¥ iuve Excursfor,

Nearly five hundred persons exjoyed the
Policemen’s moonlight excursicn on Tues
day evening. The weather was all that
could be desired and there was no mishap
of any kind to mar the trip. The cops
feel happy over the success of their under-
taking and will probably try it again.

The bears at the Park continue to be as '

| good & drawing card as ever, the children |

especially delight in paying a visit t> this
locality. The beasts enjoy many gitte and
take everything coming their way. The
other day one of the small boys bad the
misfortune to lose his hat through the iron
bars and for a time was in great distress.

The genial lawyer who tzkes such an in-
| terest in the park management happened
| to appesar on the scene and comforted the
f youngster by informing him that he would

Then the athlatic per-

| regain bis lost hat.
| formance began. The spectators were few

| but this was owing from the public be-
ing ignorant of what was to be,
and not from the fact that the
show was not worth secing. The cage was
after several attempts scanned and the
brave rescuer descended right among the
wild and {erocious animals. A regular
Daniel in & bears’ den. There was a
difference in this case though irom tbe
Daniel teld of in Biblical history. In the
latter case the lions stood their ground
even it they could accomplish notbing.
But the beare! their jaws were not locked,
neither were they blind ; they looked, they
saw what had come among them and to
use the words of the small boy, ‘‘they
put.” They could not find their holes
quick enough. the bears were scared. It
cannot be learned what the frightened
animals thought, such information might
be of some interest.

SHE NEED NOT COMPLAIN.

The Result of 3 Petition-How One well
Known Houese Was Ralded,

The public has been intormed tbat on
Tuesday afternoon Chief of Police Clark,
sccompanied by Sergt Kilpatrick, visited
! Ada Wilson’s house on Britain street. The
| visit was made as a result of a petition sent
to the police by some of the residents in
the vicinity, requesting that the house be
closed up. The cflicers after entering the
house, found there, besides the proprietress,
five other young women and a Jew ped-
dler, who was selling goods. Ada Wilson
was able to appear and talk to the chief,
who gave orders that the house must be
closed by the first of July.

Miss Wilson hss been more fortunate
than some of ber lady friends have bheen.
Sometime ago a number of houses were
raided in the South Ead of the city and the
domiciles closed up. The proprietresses
and the inmates were prosecuted, and for
the action taken the police force received a
fair share of praise. In order to put these
places out of existence it did not require the
presentation of a petition nor is it believed
a visit from the chief of police in the broad
light of day. Miss Wilson might certaiz-
ly congratuiate herself that sbe has not
been over harshly dealt with. She and her
friends bave not only not been persecuted
but she has been given an extension of
time in which to close her house. Can it
not almost be said that this place has been
given rermission by the police to carry on
its business until the first of July ? It
looks very much like it. The police may
have its own reason for dealing with this
house differently {from the way it has other
abodes, but to the public they do not

seem quite clear.

Some Examinsations.

This week a number of young dentists,
graduates ol well known dental colleges
were called upon to undergo an examina-
tion at the hands of certain local examin.
ers in order that they be able to practice
in this province. This examination was
held under the provisions of a New Brun.
swick act. It seems extraordinary that
such an examinaticn must be held. One
would think that a man showing a diploma
from such well known dental colleges as
Boston or Harvard that it would entitle
him to practice anywhere. The same rule
exists in the case of law. No matter bow
famous a college a man may obtain his
degree at, he must before he can practice
in this province pass another examination.
In regard to the latter, bowever, grad-
uates of the Kings College Law school
are not required to pase such an scrutiny.
Why the distinction is made with this one

college is not quite clear. A graduate of
King's can hardly be said to be in any sup-
erior position to a graduate of Harvard or
other well known universities. In all these
cases such examina ions may be quite rigi ¢
if the diploma did not represent that of a
college of standing but to ask the best of
graduates to be tested by men who it may
be bave npot had the education of those
being examined, appearsto be rather a
stiff proceeding.

Fleasing Exercises,

Many interestcd friends sssembled at
Mro. Robinson’s kindergarten class rooms
in Leinster street cburch on Wednesday
afternoon to witness the pleasing e»ercises
in connection with the graduation of the
two young ladies who have just completed
the course of training in kindergarten
work. The rooms were artistically ar.
ranged for the occasion, an abundance of
ferns, field daisies and carraway blossoms
being used in the decoration.

Mrs. Robinson opened the excrcises with
a welcome address and a brief account of
the studies of the course. Then followed
piano sclos by Mrs. J. M. Barnes, and
vocal solos by Miss Hea and Mrs. w. E.
Jones. An essay on play by Miss Mary
Louise Burdette, one of the gsaduates,
showing how play was utilized as an
educational agency in the kindergarten
and the happy transition from play to
work, was listened to with rapt attention.
An essay on work by Miss Isabelle Jarvis
of Truro, the other graduate also occa-
sioned much interest. This included a
talk on manual work, showing how it was
carried on in the kindergarten saxd its
benefits to the child. Rev. Mr.
Freeman and Dr. A. A. Stockton gave a
brief address dealing with kindergarten
principles, hoping for their adoption by
schools in general and advocating the es-
tablisbing of missioz kindergartens- The
diplomas were then presented, the young
graduates presenting a pleasing picture as

they stepped forward, gracefully attired in
white. Atter this Mrs. Robinson made a
very earnest plea for the establishmeng
of mission kindergartens in the city, sug-
gesting tbat the different churches might
contribute to such a worthy object, which
would 8o well repay their ¢fforts. The
pleasant afternoon closed with light re
freshments of fruit-punch and cake.

Chance for Legislation,

What new legislation may be adopted at
the next session of the House, is rather a
little early to proplesy. Last year Mr.
McKeown’s bill that & man should vote
whether he had his taxes paid or not was
the novelty of that session. What will be
the next scheme promoted? It is not too
soon for some of our brilliant representa-
tives to think out something. If there is a
man bold en ugh he might father an act
that is now in force in Pennsylvania. This
act exacts that bachelors are to be fined
$100 each every year they remain single
after reaching the sge of forty, and an
additional $100 if they marry women who
do not reside in Pennsylvania,the money to
be paid to ‘‘old maids” who are over forty,
it any can be found brave emough to
admit that they bave reached that era of
ripened girlhood.” Here is a chance for
someone to make himzelt famous. It
would be a little bard on the bachelors

but it might help many a girl.

Friends Surprised.

The friends ot Mr. E. H. Turnbull were
somewhat surprised to read in the papers
this week the announcement that next
month that he is to take unto himself a
wile in the person of Miss Page an actress.
The event is to take plsce in London.
Everyone knew that Mr. Turnbull was a
great admirer of the stage but no one
thought that such important steps were so
near at band.

This i, the First,

The drowning of young Cameron in
Courtenay bay on Wednesday is the first
ot that never failing crop of summer drown
ing accidente. Every year has its lis* of
watery graves. Many a life has been lost

in Courtenay bay and it ever kecps to the
front with its misfortunes and horrors.
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