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PROGRESS, SATURDAY.MAY 11 1901,

Music and
The Drama

LfONES AND UNDBRTONES.

"The rendition of the Stabat Mater at
the Opera House occurred on Thursday of
this week. At the time of writing pros-
pect for good patronage were excellent.

Next week will witness an event of in-
terest in the appearance of a Boston Sex-
telle, which organizationthe Male quartette
is bringing to this city. The plan of re-
gerved seats will open at Landrys music
store on Monday for those holding advance
tickets and the regular sale will begin on
Tuesday. Itis to be hoped that the citi-
sens will give a generous response to the
boys, as the latter have always shown
themselves ready and willing to assist in
any local affair.

Speaking of the national music of
America, the Boston Transcript says:

In our own country we have as yet mno
great musical productions. The students
who go abroad from us to take their
courses under Europesn masters bring
back with them the feeling and spirit of
the institutions under which they have
studied. They try to tramsplant into
foreign soil and difterent conditions what
they have been taught of form and bar-
mony, and these do not take kindly to our
atmosphere and environment. But we
have our own basis for a great music in the
future, the folk music ol the Indians. In
England today the folk music is Caltic.
Despite the Roman invasion, the overrun-
ning of the country by southern nations,
which have lett their impress on the lang-
uage and manuners of the people, the popu-
lar music is the old original Celtic. So
with us, the settlement ot the country by
the European, the adapting of his customs
and ways of life to the circumstances of
climate and condition of this land, do not
change our natural musical foundations.
They are now exactly those ot the Indian.
It was nature which iuduced him to sing
and to express in his song the conditions
surrounding him, and these conditions pre-
vailing today, we must look to them for
the expression of our national music.

TALK OF THE THEATRE.

The Hermann Stock Company opened
a weeks enjoyment at t he Opera house on

Monday evening in & production of La
Belle Marie. The piece was given a fairly
creditable performance though indeed the
company seemed to be wrongly cast, those
who should be doing light comedy being
seen in heavier rvles and vice versa.

This seems a very great pity for there is
enough excellent material in the organiza-
tion to form a well balanced company.

Miss Grace Addison is the leading
woman of the Hermann Stock, and & very
clever talented one she is. In La Belle
Marie she would have shown to

much better advantage bad the two who
are nearest to her given anything like
adequate support.

The lady is graceful, bright, pleasing in
appearance snd displayed a wonderful ver-
satility in the opening bill.

As the wronged girl she was not partic-
ularly effective in the first act but later as
the wily French woman working to revenge
s ruined lite she was suberb, investing
every scene with a power and passion that
was grand to witness.

Mr Lambert, Mr Brady, Mr. Bellport,
Mr. Hill, Mr. Willard, Mr. Fairbanks,
Miss Howell, and Miss Lorenz were also
included in the cast.

An important feature ot the performances
are the excellent specialties given between
the acts. Mr. Fairbanks sings the latest
songs in a way that calls for lots of ap-
plause. He wae irrestibly funny and the
sudience expressed its enjoyment in no
niggardly manner. Little Babs Norene
Hermane did & very clever cake walk
specialty which was remarkable when one
considers that the little tot is only two and a
halt years old.

Mr. Fred Williard sings some illustrat-
ed songs, the pictures accompanying them
being the first shown here. The moving
pictures were also excellent, that of the
Queens funeral being particularly good.
The engagement closes this evening.
There will be a matinee performance this
afternoon.

The American Girl will be seen here the
beginning of the week. It is a play that
has met with unbounded success everywhere
and will doubtless draw good audiences
here.

Miss Alice Barnett, who died a few days
ago, says a London paper of May 19, was
at old Savoyard, although she first joined
the troupe in New York, when she created
Ruth in “*The Pirates of Penzance,” before

that opera wae given in London. The orig

inal Ruth here was Miss Emily Cross.
Miss Alice Barnett’s first ‘‘creation here

was Lady Jane in ‘“‘Patience” at the Opera
Comique in 1881, and it remained her best
part. Miss Brandram, who atterwards suc-
ceeded her, was then a less prominent art-
ist, playing Mrs Bowcher in the lever de
rideau, namely, Dr. Eaton Faning’s ‘‘Mock
Turtles.” Miss Barnett was also the origi-
nal Fairy Queen in *‘Iolanthe,” but she left
the company before the production of
“‘Pri.cess Ida,” touring. instead, in Ameri-
ca and Australis, returning, however, to
teke part at the Lyric in -‘Doris,’, and Mr.
Gilbert's ‘“‘His Kxcellency.” She was a
pupil of Lady Maclarren, & sister of
Madame Fanny Poole, the concert con-
tralto, and a grand-niece of Mrs. Siddons.

Amelia Bingham has engaged Ethel
Winthrop to replace Annie Irish who has
resigned from the Climbers, to play Neris-
sain Nat C. Goodwin's revival of The
Merchant of Venice. Says the Boston
Transcript: Miss Winthrop, who has
secured her early training in the compan-
ies headed by Sol Smith Russell and Nat
C. Goodwin, attained prominence for her
clever p ortrayal of Mrs. Lorimer in ‘The
Moth and the Flame.” It was in this role
that Mrs. Sarah Cowell Le Moyne made
her reappearance on the stage. Perhaps
the highest testimonial to Miss Winthrop’s
ability has been the favorable comments on
her enactment ot & part which Mrs. Le
Moyne made so peculiarly her own.

In spesking of Arthur Sidman's new
pastoral drama ‘York State Folke’ the
New York Post says: Arthur Sidman’s
new pastoral drama, ‘York State Folke’,
appears to have made a decidedly good im-
pression at its initial performance at New
London on Monday, and anybody who has
seen Mr. Sidman in one of his vaudeville
sketches can easily believe all the good
things that are said about this more am-
bitious effort. Mr. Sidman is not only a
genuine laugh-promoter, he is an artist,
and a good one. The New London Globe

says that the play has ‘a logical story
quaintly told, a scenic equipment remark-
able for its fidelity to actual conditions, a
company of players from childhood to old
age who live their daily life exactly as one
would expect from their tempera-
ment and surroundings—and through it
all runs the old, old love tale, with its
parental opposition and hope deferred—a

anliness in all things, stubborn at times,

unbending but not vindict:ve—love’s un -
selfish sacrifice but no willian and no ruin-
ed innocence.” The Globe speaks in bigh
praise of the company, the scenery and
the pertormance and concludes as follows:
‘York State Folks’ has a future—a great
tuture. It cannot be considered otherwise
than in the light of a winner. Mr. Sidman
and everybody connected with the produc-
tion deserve the highest commendation for
s0 nicely getting out of the New England
overdrawn portraiture into a new field, and
putting people on the stage without the
exaggeration ot dress and demeanor—just
natural people, and fitting them with a
natural environment ”

Joseph Jefferson is playing, Rip Van
Winkle to crowded houses everywhere this
season.

Speaking of her plans for the future Annie
Russell of a ‘“‘Royal Family’ fame said to
the Boston Transcript the other day: I
shall appear in “A Royal Family” at
the beginning of next season, and possibly
for nearly half of it. Owing to the success
of the place in New York,it has been posi-
tively arranged for me to return there with
it in November. Previous to this we go
within a short tour to the Pacific Coast,
playing only in the extreme Western cities.
As soon as we have begun in New York,
the company will commence rehearsing ®
new play which has not yet been fully de
cided upon. It will be presented as soon
as ‘A Royal Family’ finishes its second
run there. I may say, however, that dur-
ing this time I shall be seen in occasional
performances of & play which I think will
give me an opportunity for & rather higher
class of work than I have yet done.: It is
a comedy which I am now adapting from
the Italian of Goldoni...I have mnot yet
given it a name, but will have it ready by
the beginning of next season. The per-
formances will be something after the
manner of the special matinee productions
of Browning’s ‘In a Baloony,” which Mrs.,
LeMoyne gave this season in New York.

Mr. Stepben Wright who has come into
prominence as the successor of James K.
Hackatt in the principal role of The Pride
of Jennico is an actor of ripe experience.
In the earliest days of his career he played
with all the great stars including, Mc-
Cullough, Booth, Barrett, and Modjeska,
gaining by this association an invaluable
training which when opportunity at last
presented itself enabled him to win a dis-
tinguished succese. Mr. Wright has been
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a member ot Daniel Frohian’s forces for
three years and now that he has demons-
trated bis capability in the role of Basil
Jennico he has been selected to play one
of the leading roles in ‘The Forest Lovers,
the medium through which Bertha Galland
will make her debut as a star next August.

Martin Harney who did not come to the
United States this season because he lack-
ed s suitable play will come over next fall
in ‘The Cigarette makers Romance’ which
he recently put on in Lendon. Mr. Harvey
from all reports seem to have secured a
suitable vebicle and it is in this dramatiza-
tion of F. Marion Crawford’s novel that he
will be seen.

It is an interesting fact that Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, the American play which has en-
joyed the longest virility has never paid a
cent to Harriet Beecher Stowe.

Says the N. Y. Mail and Express of last
Saturday: Just why there should be a
hoodoo about plays concerning such a
great event in our national history as the
revolutionary war is not plain, but it is &
fact that not ome of the plays on this sub-
ject seen this season on Broadway has
amounted to much. ‘Janice Meredith’ and
‘Richard Carvel’ were expensively pro-

duced by recognized companies, yet the
were most trivﬂ‘l affsirs. ‘King &uhmg’-
ton,’ produced at Wallack’s theatre at a
special matinee last week, was uninterest-
ing, and the three other revolutionary
productions made here this winter were
of little merit and were hampered by be-
ing produced by the students of dramatic
schools. They were ‘The Tory’s Guest,’
by Victor Mapes ; ‘Halloween and Candle-
light,’ a short play, and **The Birth of the
Flag,” a little operetta dealing with the
Betsy Ross incident. W. A. Brady bas a
seventh revolutionary play on tour with &
good company. It is called ‘‘Betsy Ross,”
and will probably be seen here next season.
Perhaps Mr. Brady’s revolutionary play
will break the present hoodoo.
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