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- States,

yecolie&tion of Noble Lords.

lity and ‘eepeued he m:”:c
minality and ed the atrocity

her co'nydo&. Did not Jacobin France
attempt the overthrow of every govern-
ment? Did not Jacobin France arm
Governors againft the “'fovemed 3 and
when her politics fuited it, did not f{he
arm the governed againft the Governors.
What had been her condu& in Swit-
zerdand ? In Italy the whole fcheme
of {ociety was changed, and the inde-
pendence of every government violated.
The Netherlands, too, remain to exhibit
to mankind monuments of the awful
veneration with which the Republic has
regarded the independence of: other
Was it part of the fyftem for-
med to give permanence to their abhor-
reace of all interference witlr the
internal Government of other ecoun-

tries, to their refpe& for the indepen-

deuce of zll other nations to publifh
their memotable decree of November,

1792 ?  That decrec had not flept a

dead letter on their ftatute book. No.

1t was Rill the alive energetic princi-
ple of their whole conduét. It was that
principle on which they ated When
they dethroned Kings and plundered
Princes. 1t was that principle, which
ftill Rrong and Rill indefatigable, every
Monaich of Eurepe mult arm himlelf to
reiit and overcome. The whole world
was intereflted in the extin&ion of that
priociple for ever. Having thus ftated
the queftion on thofe various views with
much eloquence and force of language,
his Lordhip claimed jt as the fair refult
of the fséts he adduced, that the affer-
tious ‘of the Mianifter of France were
contradifted and proved to be falfe, by a
reference to the mere events of the war,
and to the hiftory of the rife and pro-

rels of the revolution. The affertions
of M. Talleyrand being the declaration
in great part of the aliered fentiments
snd views of the rulers of France, their
Lordfhips would readily perceive, in the
refutation of thole affertians a proof alfo
of the hollownels of that declaration.
They would perceive, that far from hav-
jog renounced all views of aggrandize-
ment. far from being willing to refpeét
the independence of other nations, far
from being fincere in her proclamation
of alove of peace, the is fill Jacobin
France, that France that urged Europe
to # cruel and moft defltru@ive war, that
has accumulated province on province,
has overthrown {tate afier ftate, has out-
raged the rights of humanity, and tram-
pled on and deftroyed the laws and con-
fiitutions of other nations  The apph-
c:tion of all this to his firlt principle
his Lordfhipcocfidered inevitable. The
Hoyle muft have felt that every falt in
the whole feries tended direétly to prove
that no change has taken place ia the
geauine fentments and views of the
government of France. How truly the
fecond principle was founded on jult
conceptions of the views and condutt

of the Republic would appear prelently.

It would appear “ that no (afe, ho-
morable, and permanent peace could be
made with France in her prefent fitua-
tion, and with her prefent Rulers.”
The proofs in this cale were numerous,
Every power with whom the Republic
has treated, whether for armiftice or for
peace, could furnifh melancholy inftan-
ces of the perfidy of France, and of the
‘ambition, and injultice and cruelty of
her Rulers. Did fhe agree to a fulpen-
fion of arms, it was to be admitted into
the ftate of the negotiating Prince, that
fhe might more {uccelsfully undermine
his Throne by corrupting the principles
of his fubj-&s. She has only wilhed
for an armiftice as a truce, in the courfe
of which fhe was to plan the diforgani-
zation of feeble ftates, to excite the
people to rebellion, depofe the Magil-
trates, and leize on the revenues, and
fource, of powers for whom (he vowed
eternal friend(hip. 1n ne ftage of their
progrelshave her generals dilguifed that
they entered neighbouring countries,
only to defpoil the rich of their inheri-
tances, and even poverty itlelf has been
firipped of her rags, of thole relics of
wretchedaels which the fform bad not
quite torn away, that the Republic
might yet perfevere in her war of exter-
mination to all people and to all Kings.
i: fate of Swiizerland, of that brave,
eft and generous people, was in the
Switzer-
Jand concluded a truce with the Repub-
lic, the Republic excited injurre&ions
in Switzerland, overthrew her inftitu.-

tions, opprefled her people with contri-

butions, degraded or depofed, or exiled

ber Magifliacy ; feized on her fliong
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towsrds powers with whom fhe conclu-

ded armiftices. 1fagain armiftice has
" been followed by négotiation for

Peace, negotiation for Peace bas feldom
been :o:u&ivg of little elfe than pro-
tra@ed ruin, or has been the prelude to
more deftrultive war. The hiftory of
her negotiations was the hiftory of
wickednefs, was the record of ciime.
It was the teeming annals of hollow,
deep, inflexible perfidy, of treatics made
to t‘c violated without fhame, and of
alliances formed to be outraged without
remorfe, Through all Europe thefe
truths were acknowledged, becaule
through all Europe the effefts had been
felt, and deprecated, of the terrible
wreck of Thrones and the overthrow

- of Statgs,which were the i lfues of French

alliance and the pledges of French faith,
The Grand Duke o% Tulcany was -
mong the early fufferers by a Treaty of
Peace with the Republic. In every
thing that abufed Prince {trove to con-
form his condu& to the views of France,
but the train had been laid, and at a mo-
ment when the honour of the Republic
was pledged for the fecurity of his State,
he faw the troops of his Ally enter his
capital, the Governor of that City (Flo-
rence) imprifoned, his fubje&s in a flate
of rebellion, and himfelf about to be ex-
iled from his dominions. ‘It was tothis
Prince, however, that the Republic re-

ted her affurances of attachment, but
the Republic that fought not conqueft,
that would not interfere with the Go-
vernment of other States, depoled the
Sovereign, and gave a democracyto the
Florentince. The King of Sardinia o-
pened the gates of hiscapital tothe Re-
publican arms, and confiding in the ia-
tegrity of the French Government, ex-
peéted to find his poffeflions guaranteed
by the treaty which recognized his title
and his rights, and which guaraniced to
France adequate advantages, Ie was
forced to refign his Continéntal Do-
minions, while the citadel of Turin was
treacheroufly taken pofleflion of by the
Republicans. Hiftory would record
thefe events with the minutenels which
belonged tothem,andin thatlucceflion in
which, for the misfortune of all nations
they opened on mankind. The change
of the Papal Government was part of
that fyftem, It was fchemed by Joleph
Buonaparte in his palace, and being by
that Ambaflador excited {@ infurrettion,
we faw the Revolution effelted by him
at the head of the Roman mob, In
the example of Naples was difplayed
the {ame contempt of the laws of war
and of the rights of peace. The King
of that State might have hoped that
towards him the faith of treaty would
be obferved, for he had done nothing
to provoke the wrath, or excite the cu-
pidity of the Republic. It was true
indeed; that a war broke out between
that Prince and the Roman Republic;
but was there a man living who doubt-
ed but that that Republic, in itlelf nei-
ther inclined nor prepared to commence
a wary, was inltigated by France to pro-
voke hoftilities, The {ubléquent events
of the war moft fully provea'that France
was in reality the autior of it. Forno
fooner did the armies of 'thefe two
States take the field, than the Repub-
licans joined the troops of Rome, and,
not fatisfied with defending the Capi-

tal, carried their pillaging and deftroy- /

ing arms into the heart of Naples, For-
tunately thole Sovereigns regained their
dominions,but fodeep had theprinciples

_ofanarchy & difloyalty been every where

(own, that not even at this hour were

~the States of laly in poffeflion of half

the comforts-of peace, nay, it might be
feared that they experienced rather thofe
hardfhips whichare the concomitants of
war. Prufliacould not be fairly faid to
have fuflained noinfra&ion of the rights
of peace, though Pruflia might poflinly
be confidered as h?ing peculiarly {hared
the tender folicitude of the Republic to
avoid war,
France and the Court of Berlin cealed

to be enemies in the field, but thole who

knew what was the fenlation produced

‘at that Court at the time, could clearly

{ee an infra&ion of the faith of treaty,
in the proceedings of France towards

"~ Hel riking illuftration
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It was five years fince’

Hamburgh, In this city, whole inde-

pendence Pruffia guarantees, the agents:

of the Republic impoled and levied
large contributions, and all Europe mult
be convinced that Pruffia
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conduét as a violation of the pledged ! fing of God, may yet 1¢ad to the deliver-

fwarm of Buccaneers fitted out to pirate
the trade of the whole world, took and
carried into the ports of France the vel-
fels of thofe ﬁn’udb powers. This

'was not all ; for in contempt of the ac-

‘knowledged law of nations, the Re-
blic decreed the property of the fub-
jelts of her allies, lawful prizes, and
to fill the meafure of her injultice, even
appoiltcd'Confull in the ports of thofe.
very States to regulate the commerce
in captured commodities—in the com-
modities of an allied Republic, and n
allicd Kingdom. Reverting to the in-
tercourfe of the Republic with the States
of the Ewpire, the fame want of fiith
was to be difcovered throughout, The
Armiftice concluded by the Archduke
with the General of the Republic was
{ucceeded by the Treaty of Campo For-
mio ; and was this Treaty better obler-
ved than any of thofe which went be-
fore? It generated the caufes of war
which now rages for the fecond time
through Europe. TheRepublics of ltaly
that might hope to find fome indulgence
from the Republicans of France, were
next outraged and overthrown by the
(ame arts which we faw faccelsful againit
Princes. After concluding the bufi-
nefls of the Armiftice with the Em}‘cror,
and the fubfequent preliminaries to a
Treaty, France direfted her arms againft
Venice. Here they proclaimed that
they came as deliverers, who would re-
leafe them from the yoke of Auftris,
that, according to the French Generals,
had long inluftcd, betrayed, and opprel-
fed the Republican Venetians, but it
was a mere proclamation, for in no loug
time was the Republic raifed by them-
felves, annihilated, and Venice fold to
that very Emperor whole vaunted ag-

greflions and extortions afforded the o- |

riginal pretext of the invafign of the
French., Genoa received them 3s
friends, and that the debt of gratitude
might be paid in the ftyle of the new
fchool. Genoa was revolutionized, a

new Government hurried up, while

under the authority of a mock Confti-
tution, we faw the people plundered
and the country pillaged. . But if in-
juftice againft Princes and Ariftocrates
forms part of the creed of the modern
revolutionift, was juftice better obfer-
ved towards the Republics raifed efpe-
cially under the wings of France, her
own -offspring and, affiliated with
her, Was it in any or in all thofe falls
that Noble Lords faw the fecurity to
this country from a peace concludedwith
fuch a power ? But it would be fad
thofe were not the alts of France more
than they were inevitably therefult of a
ftate of war, This was eafily anfwered
by a reference to the report of a pringi-
pal Member of the new Government,
who tells the Committee of the Eiders,
that neithér the Revolutionary nor the
Conftitutional Government was capable
of maintaining the relations of friend-
fhip and peace with the powers of Eu-
rope, that treaties (as with Auftria) were

only made to be broken, and that there’

were no fecurity for Europe, or even the
Republic itfelf, while fuch a mafs of
ablurdity, of folly, and error, conti-
nued to form the bafis of the Govern-
ment, So much did the altors in the
laft revolution believe the {tatement of
this Reporter (Boulay de¢ la Meurtha),
that they found their claims to the ap-
probation and affent of the people of
France, on the declaration that their
Government is founded on a profoynd
view of thole vices and defefts, and
on principles which are to ftop the
revolutions of the Republican order,
Ifthen thedeclarations of the Rulers of
France {o entirely fupport all his Ma-
jelty’s Minilters have from time to
ume Rated on the (ubje& of war or peace,
what other courfe would wifdom bid
G reat-Britain to adopt, but to await the

“event of things, to await the refults of

future experience, and pot to enter on
negotiation at a time when no one ad-
vantage can fairly be expefted. from it.
To attempt to negotiate would in falt

"be to impeach all former decifions, te

libel the palt declarations of that Houle,
to libel the good fenle and f{pirit of the
people of England; but above all, it
would betray the interefts of our allies
at a moment when the whole world hails
with impatience the renéwal of that vi-
‘gorous refiftance 1o the aggreflions of

y ',Frm,whicb,huil’rudy prodp’qd {fuch
t

fignal good, apd which, under the blef-
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| Thusmuch he had detained their Lorg.
ip’sattention to a mere Ratement of
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¢ommon enemy of man,

falts,"and fo conclufive did thefe faq,
_sppear to him, that he would not g,
tempt to diverfify their afpeét by argy,
ments, He had oblerved with hoy
much grave attention their Lordfl;
followed him in bis Ratement ; and he
| would now affume, as proved molt ¢om,
pletely, the two propofitions above f,.
ted. There had jult occurred to hip
a topic whichy in the order of jult 4.
rangement, fhould have preceded myc)

the affertion in the note of M., Talley.
rand, that this country was the origiy|
aggreflor in the war, Here Lis Loy,
| fhip cutered into the detail of that qu.
tion, and urged with great sbility i,
" ar f Minilters 1t

gumenis o 1n s 1o prove thy
France was the aggreflor.

He difclaimed all alliance and connee.
tion with any Power or Powers wha.
 fever for the purpole of overthrowing
the Governmeat of France, elpecilly
the pretended treaties of Paviaand Py
nitz ; and obferved, that fo far was the
Emperor from meditating fuch interfe.
rence, that he exprefsly notified to 4|
thie Courts of Earope, that he confider.
ed the aceeptance of the new French
Conftitution by the King 35,the proper
alt of the King. - The effcét of this de.
claration was however but too foon fej;
by his Imperial Majefty. For.in 199,
when the French invaded -his domii.
ons, fo unprepared was he, that the Ne.
therlands {peedily fell into the hands of
the Republic. England not only did

not mean to interfere with the internal
sffairs of France, but a&tually authoriled
her Minifters on the Continent to be.
come the mediators between the poaeu
at war, Even M. Chauvelin himlelf,
and M. Taileyrand, admitred this, In
fakt, the latter in his declaration 35 an
Ambaflador contraci@ed his declaration
as a Minifter. Here his Lordfh:p took
a generabview of the correfpondence of
that period, and infilted that in all re.
{pe@s it proved the aggreflion to have
originated with France. He next took
a rapid view of the limited queftion of
the praéticability of negouiation at this
time, and maintained that the reception
of cur Ambaffador at Parisand at Lifle,
the fina! refult of the negotiaiién there

| attempted, the prefent temper and cone

duét of the Government of France, were
in all rc('pc&t {uch as to warrant no man
In 'conﬂdcring negotiation pxa&icablc.

k But were negotiations even praicable,
weré we quite fure that it would not be

coaverted againft us asan engine of de-
ftru@ion ? Had not the fame thing hap-
pened 1o other Nations, and did we all

at once forget the {worn hatred of the
Jacobins againft England ? Here his
Lordfhip commented with much fuccels
on the Note of the French Minifter;
and with refpe& to the affertion 0 u
that the powers of Europe had originally
provoked the Republic, by refufing to
recognize her, o the exertion of her
own [trength and of the courage of her
Citizens,” his Lord(hip oblerved, that
more was meant in the onginal than
could be exprefled in any tranilation
with appropriate {pirit and face, [t was
an artful infinuation that the Republic
was dragged into the war, by the fpirit

of the original was, that fhe carried her
arms into neutral States, to make her
claims valid againft Nations at war. In
other words, if a Neutral State would
not commit aggreflions on States at wir
with the Republic, or fupply the wanis
of her foldiers, fhe was to refort to the
execution of her fRreagth, and the cou-
rage of her Citizens, to {ubjugae and
plunder them. It wasin this {pirit they
invaded and feized on Egypt; and 10
the fame | girit might England expeé 10

be invaded, if, unlike the other Power

‘Ior Europe which; unfortunatcly for

them, {urrounded the Republic, wewer?
not feparated by a Channel that, undef
God, will ever be impaffible. T5¢
| words in the Note which appeared {©
him fo infidious were Elle a porté p&*
tout ses armes defenfifs.  His Lordih'p
having expatiated on thofe difterentt”
pics with great ability, and enforced 3
guments with uncommon clearncis 3
energy, proceceds to an inve kigation
the degree of credit to which the P
fonal charalter of Buonaparte could
confidered as juftly entitled.—
“ Let us now my Lords, examin® the
proofs, the recorded evidences of whic
we are in on : and which €%
enable us to form a corre& opinio® ©
the perfomal good faith of the firlt Cor*

| ful !’ We fhall not be deftitute of ©5¥
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of what he had been faving, This'wyy
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