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LONDON, Marcu a. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

STATE OF THE NATION. 

R. GREY, after fome introduc. 
“ory matter, fpoke to the follow- 

ing effe& :—* The condué of the late 
Minifters is notalone the (ubje& I mean 
to enquire into, though I will defy any 
man to fay, that a view of their pro- 

ceedings=—their management of the 
public revenue—their dire&ion of the 
war, but particularly their behaviour to 
the Northern Powers, ought not to be 
enquired into—that it could not be ufe- 
ful towards regulating the conduét of 
the prefent Mim fers, to point out the 
blunders and the criminality of their 
predeceflors. We are now at the end 
of nine years, daring which we have 
been involved in a moft expenfive and 
fanguinary war, with the addition of 
two hundred and feventy millions to 
our national debt, and feventeen mil- 

lions to our annual revenue; about 

to engage with a new confederecy for- 
med of our old allies, and leagued with 
our enemy, who with increafed relour- 
ces and extended territory, and more 
than all with a wifer adminiftration, 1s 
preparing to attack us; while we, with 
diminifhed refources, and diminifhed 
vigor——a fcarcity approaching to a fa. 

mine raging in the country—our relation 
with foreign powers almoft completely 
fubverted, and an ‘adminiftration in 

whofe principles and capacity the pub- 

lic have no confidence, muft contem- 

plate the profpe& before us with appre- 
henfion. Do not all thefe circum ftan- 

ces, combined with the melancholy fitu- 
ation of the Sifter Country, demand an 
enquiry ? A right hon. gentleman, 
whom I now fee in his place, has fre- 
quently declared himfelf ready to enter 
into a full vindication of the condu&l 
of the war, I hope he will let his ex- 

planation be in detail on this occafion, 
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expeditions to the -Eaft and 
Wefl-In 

and not confine himlelf to the hackney- 

ed boaft that the war has been trium- 

phant and faccelsful, &c. This leads 

me to confider what is the evidence of 
fuccels in war :—the principal obje& of 

war is to procure a fafe and honorable 

peace—will any man fay that fuch a 

ce is now within the reach of Mini. 

fters ? In order to form fome eftimate 

of the condu of the war, and the late 

Minifters, let us compare our fituation 

now with what it was at the commence- 

ment of the war—Ilet us compare it with 

that of France—and let us compare the 

peace which can be now had, with 

what was attainable when the overtures 

of Bonaparte were rejefted. I call upon 
the houfe not to be influenced by a 

difplay of perfuaded viftories, but to 

confider the general refult, and 1 will 

afk them if fuch has been the confe- 

uence of viories, what would have 

followed from defeat ? Thofe brilliant 

naval vi@ories, fo much the theme of 

juft panegyric, have not been produc- 

tive of folid advantages to the country, 
for they have not tended to accelerate 

the return of , but rather encou- 

raged the Minifters to profecute hofti- 
lities with augmented fury. We engage 

in the war to prevent the aggrandize- 

ment of France, and how had we luc- 

ceeded ? The power and the dominions 
of France, have been enlarged beyond 

the hope of her molt f[anguine friends. 

We engaged in the war in order to put 

down the principles of what is called 

Jacobinifm, and 1 believe fome gentle-~ 

men fupported it with that view. But 

that objet has completely failed, as in- 

deed ‘have all the obj avowed or 

implied, with which it fet out. Thole 

failures I conceive principally to have 

arifen from the imprudent manner in 
which the war has been 
powerful army committed to the 
rc@ion of Minifters, which might have 

been employed with effc&t on the Con- 
tinent, was divided and [ent on ill: 

di 

> 5 E $i iw ig Es 

RET a FIN eT TORY Ee 
: ) : 

2 
: 

B 
hcl ¥ x - 

y
A
 

a
c
a
 

” 
»
 

To
d,
 

¥
 

Pe
 

5 

: 

¥ 

A
 

¥ sf 

* 5 
[2 

By 

. 4% “ 
a hg 
ne 

more fatal than the enemy; and while 
thole forces were em in 

per fcene and the original obje& of 
‘war—France had the opportunity / of 
laying the Continent at her feet. For. 
metly, had Minifters availed themfelves 
of the opportunity, we might have made 

with France, and obtained from 
fome valuable colonies; and I have 

no hefitation in faying, perfuaded her 
to evacuate the greater part of the ter- 
ritories (he had then acquired—but the 
opportunity is gone, and 1 am led to 
think the prelcot Minifters would not 
be difinclined to make peace on the 
terms of leaving France in pofleflion 
of a-dominion more extended and pow- 
erful than the wideft dreams of is 

the X1Vth could ever have afpired to, 

and allo of furrendering to her the chief 

of ‘the acquifitions we have made during 
the war. Such is the flate to which 
mifguided councils and incapable war 

Minifters have reduced us, That all 

the objets of the war have been loft, 

I hall prove in detail, thould the houle 

go into a committee, [From the Texel 

to the Adriatic not a port is open to us; 

every coat on which our treops bave 

landed, have witnefled the difgrace of 

our arms, from the retreat of Dunkirk 

and the evacuation of Corfica to that 

wicked expedition to Quiberon, which 

no human mind can refle@& on without 

horror. On thole occurrences | (hall 

not dwell at prefent, 1 (hall confine 

myfelf to more recent operations.— 

About four years ago the Minifters made 

a requifition of 100,000 men to defend 

the country from invafion: they were 

raifed almoft in an inftant, and there 

happened to be no occafion for them in 

Eogland, The Minifter then receiving 

no improvement from experience, devi- 

fed the Quixotic expedition to Holland, 

in which a great part of that defenfive 

force was employed; and the manner 

in which they were condufled, the 

country will recolle& with regret and 

indignation. ‘An enquiry was applied 

for on that occafion and refufed ; but if 

my motion is acceded to, it fhall be a- 

mong the firlt to be inveftigated, and 

certainly it claims the firlt attention, 

A formidable Britith army, with a large 

auxiliary force, after feveral viltories, 

ftipulating with a French army much 

inferior in number, for permiflion to 

retreat. Either the original plan, or 

the manner in which it was executed, 

deferves the higheft cenfure, I fhall 

not pronounce which ought to be bla- 

med, but certainly it loudly calls for 

enquiry. Supplementary militia, tho’ 

the right hon. gentleman oppofite to 

me aflerted that only 800 men were 

loft, If he perfifts in that aflertion, | 

fhould afk him what is become of the 

remainder of that body, or why have 

they not been employed againt the ene- 

my ? And, I contend, a force fo confi- 

derable and better appointed, no En- 

glith Miniftry ever had at their dilpo- 

fal, In December, 1799, Bonaparte 

made his overtures to negotiate with 

this country, which Minifters fo con- 

temptuoufly rejeéted; and injuftification 

of their condu&, they told us, that the 

armies of France were diforganized, and 

their finances in confufion—that our 

allies were fo faithful it would be bale 

to defert them, that they were flufhed 

with fuccefs, and invigorated in relour- 

ces—nothing being neceflary but our 

cordial co-operation to enfure a com: 
vleat fuccels, and to determinate the 

war immediately. Let the late Minifters 
then come forward and explain why 

they fo ASE sets ned the public’ 
and this houle—Why they gave fuch 

tive affurances, without even calcu- 
ting on the chances of war, But | 

am ge ded that had they judicioufly 
employed the military force under Gen, 
Abercrombie, they might have poft- 
_poned, if they had not prevented, the 
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different. \ When rs found they 
were rathg late to France they 
ventured o\ Spain, and hence we come 
to the dil eful expedition to Ferrol, 
and the \ more dilgraceful attack on 
Cadiz; and fertainly any Minifters that 
could be capable of planning an attack 
upon a garrifin, fuffering, as Cadiz then 
was, under tle fevere infli&ions of Pro- 
vidence, if tley had any knowledge of 

it, would delerve the execration of all 
mankind, h has been the military 
carter of thy late Minilters—fuch the 
unfortunate-ynd unfuccefsful manner in 

which they have managed the war— 
with all’ the means they defire, or the 

countyy. could grant, a force of not lefs 

than 168,000 rank and file, exclufive of 

the tr of the Eaft-India Company 

anc thole on the Irifh eftablifhment.— 
Wien the military glory of England 
wa: carried to the higheft pitch of fame, 

dwing the reign of Queen Ane, or’ 
when the battle of Minden was obtain- 

ed, Great-Britain poffe(fed not half that 

number, Laft year Minifters reckoned 
confidently on the diffolution of the 

French army, but ability, a&ivity, vigor, 
and enterprile will colle& an army, will 

create refources, when little minds 

would fink into deje&ion and defpon- 

dency, and the great genius of Bonaparte 

has proved it. Will the admirers of 

the eres compare them 

wich that extraordinary flatefman and 

warrior P==they had abundance of mo- 

ney, a formidable army, a nation tran- 

gurl and obedient to the laws—he had 

quite the contrary in every relpe&, and 

yet he has fubdued them in the field 

and in the abinet—he has given fecu- 

rity to the French nation, and tranquil- 

lity to the French people. Why did 

Minifters fuffer that feafon for a&ion to 

pals by when they reprefented the 

French army as weak and diforganized ; 

or why if they did not believe them fo, 

fhould they deceive this houle ? This 

particularly calls for enquiry. I fhall 

not purfue this fubjeé& farther, but haf- 

ten to matters more preffing. I be 

the houfe to contraft the conduét of ul 

late Minifters, when in high and lofty 

ftrains they refufed to treat with M. 

Chauvelin, and difmiffed him with 

contempt, with their recent folicitations 

to M. Otto to remain here. Here was 

a change! When Minifters had it in 

their ‘power to confine France within 

her ancient limits they refufed peace. 

Wife men refle@ing on the impolicy of 

their former conduét, would be forward 

to {eize any opportunity that might af- 

terwards occur of repairing it. Such 

opportunities did offer to Minifters, 

even after they_had full means of al- 

certaining that it was impoffible to dic- 

tste a government to an armed hation, 

Still trufting to an alliance which had 

no firm bond of union, becaufe it had 

no common interelt in view, they con- 

tinued to perfevere in the war, in 

contempt of experience, and in defi- 

ance of found political wifdom. I fhall 

not, however, urge thele topics as a 

ground for enquiry; becaufe 1 am aware 

of a plea in bar, the houle has fanétion. 

ed thefe proceedings; but the houle,
 

when it voted the addrels of approba- 

tion on the reje@tion of Bonaparte’s 

at leat many members de- 

ed they gave their vote from a con- 

ace in Minifters. The fatal conie- 

aces of that vote fhould convince 

ining that affair fully. The mo- 

n I propole to fubmit will give ug 

opportunity for ample inveftigation, 

agp of that cafe has not been 

The houfe at that time yet developed. 

| Miniter, that the allies were in- 

di conne@ed. 1 call upon the 

3 ght hon, gentleman oppofite to me to 

¢en landed time enough to 

fe gentlemen of the propriety of 

from: 
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“pretext of that nature. 
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no reafon to fafpeét the attachment of the 
Had he no grounds to 

apprehend the Northern £« federacy ? 
Had he nothing to pl a want of 
forefight—{uch, 1 contend, as would 
difqualify any Minifter from ever affum- 

ing the charalter of a ftatefman ? There 
were ample grounds to form a judgment 
of the defigns of the Ruffian monarch, 

from the departure of his army from 

Italy, and from what followed the fai- 

lures in Holland, There were fleps 

takea long fince by the Northern Pows 

ers, to maintain the right now in dif- 

pute, particularly by Sweden. The 

apt. of the convoy which was captu- 

red by us, was fentenced to death for 

{urrendering, and was only reipited at 

the place of execution. With fuch evi. 
dence béfore them of the defigns of 

why fhould they reje&t the overtures o 

Bonaparte ? Does this alone demand 

enquiry ? 1 approved. the condu& of 

Minifters Jat fummer in refufing Bo- 
naparte a Naval Armiftice, but 1 do not 

approve of their policy when he after- 

wards propofed a feparate negotiation, 
They had no obli- 

gations of good faith to their allies then 

to reftrain them : The Convention, af- 

ter the battle of Marengo, and that of 
Hohenlinden, completely fet afide any 

The next objeét 

for our enquiry which prefents itfelf is, 

the Northern Confederacy, with the 

caufes which have produced it. With 

refpe to the right of neutral bottoms 

making neutral property, it trikes me 

as very dbvious that this country would 

profit by allowing this right more than 

any other nation in Europe, becaule it 

is clear that the country which has moft - 

trade, muft have the greatelt intereft n 

proteling it, At this moment, I un- 

derfland, we carry on a commerce with 

France in neutral bottoms, and perhaps 

it will be particularly for our advantage 

to preferve this communication undif- 

turbed, for if, as is more than probable, 

the French government fhould contrive 

to fhut out our fhipping from all the 

European posts, we might be enabled 

to carry on our trade with the conti- 

nent through the medium of France 

hesfelf. So much for the policy of the 

right, fo far as it regards us ; then as to 

the prudence of aflerting it at this par- 

ticular time, I am decidedly againlt ir, 

1f we fhould even fucceed in forcing 

the Northern Powers to give up this 

right to us now, we could not fecure it ; 

it will at all times be a mere queftion of 

pewer, Therefore 1 would prefer the 

policy diftated by the treaty of 1780, 

as for that affertion, 

Emperor Paul. 

to that purfued by Minifters at prelent. 

We are told, indeed, if we abandon this 

right now, we may as well order our 

fhips to be burnt ;=—A more extrava- 

gant abfurdity never fell-from the lips of 

man ; that privilege was granted to 

Holland in 1674, yet during the lalt 

century our navy has flourifhed beyond 

example. It was alfo allowed to France, 

and confirmed to them by ihe treaty of 

1986. Therefore no fuch dangerous 

conlequences as are apprehended can a- 

rife from the admiffion of the right of 
neutral nations to trade with the enemy, 

to the fulleft extent ; certainly not by 

_ any means, fo much as by the aflertion of 

‘that right at prefent. The notes of 

Lord Grenville and Lord Carysfort at- 

‘tempt to maintain that the treaty of the 

Emprefs of Ruflia recognized thisright : - 

a treaty which, in fa&, had nothing to 

do ‘with it. That was an a& of violence 

independent of all right, and without 

even a reference to the law of nations: 

The very circumftance would entit'e the 

"Houle to go into an enquiry. If it is 
incumbent on us to afiert this right, 

why not proceed againft Prufha ? The 

affair of the feizure of Cuxhaven, aod 
the trick of making the timid citizens 

of Hamburgh purchafe the fhip, and re+ 

. peafe his wrath, was bencath the magna. 


