
. Oassxvazioss =e e Bowon-Uras, 

§. | or Powon-Tare of the Ifland of 

b | | Long doubted, 1 confefs, the exif. 
Fai tence of the poilon.tree, which the 
iE Malays name Bohon.- “until more 
12 J “accurate refearches convinced me of my 

i "error. Inthe year 1774, I refided fome 

18 in the fervice of the Dutch Eafk-India 
5 tf Company ; and having often heard of 
ET the Bohon-Upas, and of the violent ef. 
BES: f 8s of its poifon, which appeared ‘to 1 
ar ~ me incredible, my curiofity was fo much 

excited, that 1 refolved to make the | 
f1:18¢ft enquiries re(pelting it, and to 

go BL truft only to my own oblervations. 
SE With this view, | requeftéd a pafiport 
8 from Mr, Peter Albert Van der Parra, 

8 ‘the Governor-General, which I obtain- 
it = ed; and, after having procured every 

* J : information 1 could, I fet out os my 
£ expedition ; | received ailo from a Ma- 

EE Jayan prielt letters of recommendation 
if to another prieli, who refided as ncar as 

poflible to the poifon-tree ; thele letters 
were of the greateRt utility, The Em. | 
peror had Rationed this priclt there for 
the purpofe of preparing for the other 
world the fouls of thole who, on ac. 

count of their crimes, were condemned 

to approach this tree, and to bring back 
the poifon which diftils from it, 

The Bohon Upas grows in the ifland 
of Java, at the diltance of about twenty- 

feven leagues from Batavia, and of four- 
teen from Soura Chart», where the Em- 
eror refides. This place is furrounded 

by hills and lofty mountains, and the 
neighbouting plains, to the diftance of 
ten or twelve miles, are ablolutely bar. 

yen, 1 made a circuit through them, 
sbout eight miles from the [pot where 
the tree lands, and 1 muft own that the 
alpc& of the country appeared to me 
every where frightful. The Malayan 
pricft lives in that part of the mountain 
to which there is the caliclt accels ; and 

it is from his habitation that the cnmi. 

nals depart to feck for the poifon, in 

w hich the natives of Java dip the points 

of their weapons; it is very dear, and 
brings a coofiderable revenue to the 
Emperor. 

This poifon is a kind of gum which 
diflils fiom the bark, and even from the 
wood. The only perfons who colleét 
it are criminals, who have been con- 

demned to die; after their lentence is 

Pe they may choole either to die 

y the hand of the executioner, or at- 

tempt to bring back a box of the poifon 
of the Bohon-Upas. They, however, 
generally accept the latter propofition ; 
for, befides the hopes they entertain of 
faving their lives, they are certain, if 

« they return, of being maintained cver 
afterwards at the Emperor's expence : 
they may 2'fo alk him a favor, which he 

often grants, When they fet out, they 
receive a box made of filver or tortoile- 

fhell, and they are inftrufled in what 

manner they mult condu& themielves 
in this dangerous expedition, It is 
recommended to them to travel with | 
the greateft quicknefs, and to watch for 

that time when the wind blowing in 
their backs, carries before it the noxious 

exhalations of the Bohon-Upas; they 

are afterwards {ent to the houfe of the 
prieft, to which their friends and rela- 
tions accompany them ; and they gene- 
rally remain there fome days, wailing 

for a favourable wind, during which 

: the prieft prepares them, at all events, 

2 by exhortations and prayer, 
At the moment of their departure, 

he covers their heads with a leather cap, 
which defcends to the brealt : in this 
cap there are two holes filled with glafs | 

fights to admit the light, He gives | 
them allo leather gloves, and, together 
with their friends and relations, accom- 

panies them to the diftance of two or | 
¢ three miles; he then repeats his in- 

; § | ftruftions, points out where they will 
%°3 find the trees, fhews them a litle hill 

they mult afcend, behind which runs a 
{mall rivulet, that, by its courfe, con- 

dufts direétly to the Bohon-Upas; he 
afterwards bids them adieu, and ithele. 
miferable vi€lims purfue their way in 
great halle, while he prays to God and 

Mahomet 1a grant them a fafe return, | 

4 This good pricft allured me, that dur- 

: ing thirty years, which he had pafled in 

F1 that difmal habitation, he had fent about 

419 “teven hundred eriminals in the manner 

gi } have delcribed ; and that no more than 

{*b | twenty of them seturned, - He fhewed 

| me a lift of their names, with the times 

of their departure, and an account of 
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the criminals might bring me a picce of | | worried ind buffeted by aif fo 

the wood, a few phes, or at leaft | © And | cats in the parith. © gs aad 

fome of the leaves of this Gingular tree; | ove! - ilo midft of more confufion = 

1 gave them alfo a fi'k cord to meafore | verdant plains & | 1 | ten fold, thag the cats broyghy 
its fize, but 1 could only ure two | fuch ravilhings! fuch raptures! fuch | me before I went to fleep, | 44 bed 
dried leaves, which were brought me enmngléments | and fuch, fueh, fuch, | and cried out with a loud ang Hon 

by the only perfon whom I faw return, 
All the information hr 4 me 

on the ing the tree, was, that it + fs 
y the brink of the rivulet men 

rounded by five or fix trees of the fame 
(pecies, and that neither plnt flor fhrub 
is to be found near it, e carth in 
which it grows is of a brownifh colour, 

full of les and covered with fkele. 
tons and the remains of dead bodies, | 
interrogated the old Malayan priclt con- 
cerning the firt difcovery of this won- 

. prieft, that it is of a moderate. fize, fur- 

derful tree; what he told me is as fol. 

lows : 
Not above an hundred years ago,” 

faid he, * this country was inhabited 
by a people, who gave themlielves up 
to the moft abominable vices. Maho. 
met offended at their wickedne(s, en- 
gaged the Eternal to punifh them; and 
cavfed the Bohon-Upas to’ {pring up 
from the earth, which deltroyed the 
guilty, and rendered the country ever 
after uninhabitable.” 

1 (hall not attempt to make any com. 
ment upon this nétion, 1 thall only ob.’ 
ferve, that they confider this tree 2s the 
inflrument of the Prophet's wrath, and 
that to die by its effe@s, is among them 
accounted honorable ;: for this rcalon, 
the criminals who go in quelt of the 
poifon, ar¢ in general clothed in their 
richeft attire, 

It.is certain, though it may appear 
incredible, that no living creature 1s to 
be found within five miles diftance of 
this tree. We are aflured, that the wa- 

ters near it do not contain filh, that nei- 

ther rats, mice, nor vermin of any kind 

are feen in its neighbourhood ; and that 
birds which approach too near ir, are 
overpowered by its effluvia, and fall 

down dead. Some of the criminals 

when returning have feen them drop at 
their feet, and have brought them to 
the old Malayan pricft, I {hall here 

relate an inftance which will render 
the certainty of this fall indubitable, 
It happened during my refidence in 
Java. (To be concluded in our next.) 
ee RE a ———— 

Fox Tye ROYAL GAZETTE. 

Mg, PrixtER, 
As | conceive it to be your intention to 

gratify all claffes of your readers, as 
well the “lovers of fun" as thole who 
delight in the wrangling and jangling 
of politics ;. I requeft- you to pubtifh 
the enclofed ¢ dream’ which was 
found in an old publication, The 
incidents fo much relfemble what we 
often fee in real life, that it is probable 
the writer, like the Indian, dreamed 
wide awake ; and that, more than ance. 
—[t may not be very pleafing to fome 
married people to read it, but Lehink 
it willl afford entertainment to every 

OLD BACHELOR. 

THE DREAM, 

ya [ was walking home, the {treets 
were fo fill that | could not help 

exclaiming good God! it feems as if 
the world were dead—not a creature | 
protefl ! What is gone with all the buf- 
tle of the day ? Whercare all thofe de- | 
lightful nymphs that charmed me with 
their (miles P—Are they in bed? O 
heavens ! 

Pafling a church yard, I cried, how 
‘many gholls might a difordered imagi- 
nation raife here! that grave ftore, how 
it feems to flalk ! | with I were inbed ! 
but muft I lic here at lat | well, it does 
not fignify : When the foul is fed 
body 1s mere clay, and may mix 
ferently with its filter earth, 

I got fafe into the kitchen, .thelcat 
was lying by the fire ; but obfervipg me, 
fhe arofe, and purred about my. legs, 

. Poer thing, faid I, thou art a docile» 
inoffenfive creature. It is impoflible, 
furely, that there fhould be any violent 
particles in the compofition of [uch a 
domeltic, obliging, fondling, animal, 
Another cat having got to our lady, 
t fet up fuch a ‘horrid yell, 2s was 

ient to frighten « whole parifh out 
of their fenfes. 
kitchen, in order to quell the uproar, 
but they flew round the room, with 
their tails as fraight, and 2s thick as my 
“arm, [pitting their fury like a couple 

h of thofe who had returned, snd thefe ° of devils, 
' ! 

SN 

which 1 have feén fince at Se Le 4 | of the 

1 went down imo the 

O how 1 fang the joys of marriage | | 
"But then Vi of 
me, 1 roult never read, it would fpoil 

my eyes: nor muft I write, by any 

means, it would make me fo thoughtful, 
And then fhe would chuck me under 
the chin, and fay 1 mult do every thing 
fhe bid me, or I could not love her, 

No, no, 1 muft not (moke tobacco, for 
that was an odious cuftom, She would 
rather 1 would take (nuff, fhe faid ; and 
O how charming a brilliant would lock 
‘upon my wo and a pice folitaire a- 

bout my neck, There, my dear—my 
{weetef: fpoule, now you are a king, 
Upon my proving rather refiallory 

under all thele blandifhments and re. 

(tri@ions, 1 thought fhe changed her 
tone, and when 1 went out fhe afked 

me preremptorily where I was going— 

and if 1 told her to fuch a place, or [v:h 

a place, fhe would fay it was very fool- 
ith todd fo, and that I was always go- 
ing out after a parcel of nonfenfe. 

Methought in order to avoid thele 
fqusbbles, I was obliged to give her the 
flip, But then, when 1 cams home, 

there was the devil to pay. So now 
fhe would fay, you are always out when 
you are wanted—there has been Mr, 
{uch-a-pne, and Mr, fuch-a-one, to feck 
for you ; 1 wonder you will be fo fool- 
ith now! Why can’t you be content 
st home ? Where have you been, hey ? 
Why don’t you anfwer me ? How you 
land flaring like a fool ! 
Upon thefe repeated affronts, I would 

cry, zounds ! What the devil is the 

matter with the woman P—What is it 

to you where I have been 7 1 am my 

own muller, 1 will do as I pleale, for all 

any body. Then methought fhe would 
fnivel ‘and roar ; and wilh (he had pe- 
ver been married—and all that, 
When I had any friends with me, I 

thought 1 looked like the moft arrant 
dunderhead on the face of the earthy 

for fhe would fnarl and pout and red: 
den anid be as perverfe asa fow; thwart- 

ing every thing 1 faid or did ; nothing 

could pleafe ; every thing wis wrong, 

and exipofing all our filly quarrels to e- 

very indifferent fpe&ator, 
If | weut with her in an cvening to 

vifit a neighbour, I was always terrified 
to death—for as it frequently happens 
in thele cafes, when there is much com- 

pany, that the women go to cards, and 
the men to their pipes ; 1 was lure as 

foon as my fpoufe had finifhed her pool, 

and fuddenly taken it into her head to 

go home ; to have her come bouncing 

into the {moking room, with her hat 

and closk on, her fervant and lanthorn 

at her heels, and without any previous 

notice given me of her intention, {au- 

cily demand my infant attendance, for 

that fhe was determined to go to bed 

direfly,—~Now if 1 was in the middle 
of my pipe, it fignificd nothing to re- 
monfliate ; (he would only be more 
pofitive—and if I obferving the men 
wink at one another, pretended to do- 
mineer a little and to {wear 1 would not 
go yet 3; (he would fet the whole houfe 

in an uproar, fo that for mere decency’s 

fake, | was obliged to hurry away with 
her, leaving our mighty pretty deport- 

ment, a fweet obje& for thole that were 
left behind us, to laught at and er joy. 
What was very extraordinary in this 

dream which lafted only two or three 
hours, (but dfeams are always inconfil- 
tent) I thought 1 had a very fine boy ; 
which though it was no more than a 
twelve month old, mult ever be the 
head of the company fitting at table at 
dinner, though there {hould be a cozen 
firangers prefent—and when from its 
fputlering and pulling and fcreaming 
like a bittérn, I only begged the favour 
it might be taken away, for that it muft 
be very troublefome to my friends, fhe 
would form and rage, and be almolt 
ready to fcratch my eyes out ; then 
fnatching up the infant, like a tygrefs, 
fhe would fly away with it, telling me 
at the fame time, if I muft get children 
I ought to bear with them. 
terrible feuffle, fhe would be in the 
dumps, and not fpeaking a word for two 
days together—{o that do what I would, 
I wis fure to be worfted, for if 1at lat 
coaxed her into temper, there 
were but a few half-ftarved kifes, fhuf- 

in the fame track sgain—up to the head 

“hound with 

would be fo careful of | 

mon Frthery. 

After this 

enfued, before we got 

py 

voice, thank God, this is al dream 
PERE EPIPH4 0009000004494 

/ he Saloderiler 
HAS IMPORTE 

In the Schooner Betsey, Cap 
Sem Havisax, 

The following Articles 
HICH be very Refpedifully of. 
fers to the Publie, Wholesal, . Retail, at the STORE of M, A 

DINGWALL, at reduced prices, "i 
Al Bills, or Country Produc, 

Excellent Madeiraand Malaga 
WINES is pipes or (maller quanti; 

Choice Jamaica SPIRLTS, 4 
Windward Iflind RUM, 
Holland GIN of the fir quality i 

pipes, 
MOLASSES in Lhds, of an excellent 

flavour, 
PC Bohea TEAS, warnap. 

ted frelh and good, in half 0d 
ter chefts, 2h mr 

Loaf SUGAR, TOBACCO, 
Caftile SOAP, 
Bar IRON for Axes, 
A few Choice Pieces of Fafhionable 
CHINTZ and MUSLINS, 

Late Fall MACKAREL in half barrels, 
20 cafks of the much approved Halifix 

Burton ALE—This Article is pari. 
cularly recommended, apd a conflant 
fupply will be regularly kept, 
63 A Generous Price wy 

for good BARLEY and’HOI 

ELKANA MORTON, 
St. John, December 23, 1800. 

FOR SALE, 
HE ESTATE or 
FARM of Ree 

BERT Scott of Salil 
x bury, Elquire, on the 

§¢ $f Petticodiac, beautiful. 
ly fituated with a fine 

» Trout, Smelt and Sal- 
The Land confilts of 

above eight hundred Acres, and extends 

a mile -and half a quarter upon the Ri 

ver, which with two large brooks, which 

run through the [ame to all advantage, 

make a great part of it intervale, and 

that which is not, is efteemed by many 

no way inferior to the real intervile 

itfelf, The place lies in the heart of a 

b Fring, 

given 

 — 

- fetdement, and at prefent keeps 2 good 

Rock of Cattle; and 2s the frofls are 

pot here fo prevalent, India Cora 

and all kinds of Grain are raifed in per- 

feftion. The Farmer can beat rololsto 

judge that great tmprovement G0 be 

made. On the premifes there isa ge 

teel, neat, commodious Framed 
Houle, 

which though it ftands but on 3 (mall 

eminence, you command 4 prolpe&t of
 

the Fam, the River up and cown, and 

fee the ‘traveller in his way from Fort 

Cumberland to the City Saint John
— 

And what may yet further truly recom
 

mend is that Mr. 
Scott will (according 

to value) fell cheap, and give the molt 

reafonable terms of payment ; being nov 

grown to years, and no fon living wi
th 

him, fecks to difentangle himlelf 
from 

the care, the hurry and bultle of 
life. 

Salifbury, Sept. 5th, r8co. . 

ALL Perfons. indebted 10 
the Efltate of A

BRAIAM Vax 

DERBEAK, late of Fredernfton, 10 - 

County of York, decea
led, 3r¢ defire 

to make immediate p
ayment—and 

perfons having demands
 again 

E Rate, to exhibit the fame 1
0 c 

HANNAH V ANDER
DEAS 

Admini ratrix, 

JOHN MURRAY BL
ISS 

: AGMRBAOR. 
i 

Of whom may be purchafed 00 © 

{onable terms, 3 Likely Bay G
ELDING 

and a very fine Bay MARE
, fix ye 

old, have been accuft
omed 10 ig 

gether—a pair of brown MA
RER & 

not known, with a good plain do No 

of HARNESS, a good W
AGs 

new Hotfe SLED, an Ox Se o 

Coveged SLEIGH, well ca
lcula od 

a Stage, an Open SLEIGH, 2 cdo 
wo Ww, F | 

PLOUGH and BARR DL 20d 
SADDLE, » mak SA 
two BRIDLES. 

4 Fieden fon, 2d July, 18c0. 

Q the faid 
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