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From BELL's Weehly Mefenger.
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- +SLAVE TRADE.
THE Slave Trade being the topic of

sn important controverly, whith will -
" foon be finally determined in Parliament,

it will not be unacceptable to dur rea.

ders to receive information on the fub-

je@.—From the utterincapacity of white
people to undergo the fatigue of culti-
vation in the tropical climates of Ame-
yica, the labour of African negroes hav-
irg been deem=d n&ccﬂ'arz’, every gu;
ropean nation poflefling colonies in tha
.rﬂ?c e '\vbg;;fhu fobg fince been
rolici?am to acquire a (hare in the Slave
Trade; among the adventurers in this
traffic, the Britith may be confidered as
polleffing the greateft partof it. Dur.
ing the Government of the Protefor;
negroes were not carried in numbers to
the Britith Weft-Indies, and then chief-
ly to Barbadozs; a few indecd were
brought to Virginia by a Dutch fhip, as
carly 29 16230; but it was the Royal
African Company that firlt carried on,
from England, a vigorous commerce to
Africa, in the reign of Cuarves 1L
We may form an opinion of the mag-

mitude of it, in its moft flourithing Rate,

prior to the Revolution in 1683, by
confidering thyt the Company employ-
ed thirty fhips annually, which deliver-
ed about five thouland negroes in the
Weft-Indies. - The increale of it to its
prefent condition may be attributed to
the enterprifing (pirit of the merchants,
Yo the fuperior addrels of thole employ-
ed in the exscutive part of it, to the
opulence of the minufaltarers, which
enables them to extend a credit to the
former, beyond what can be had in any
other country, and the annual grants of
Parliament for th® maintenance of fe-
veral forts and faftories in Africa ; from
thefe coacurring circumftances, the Bri.
tifh Planters are fupplied  with negroes
on more realonable terms than their
neighbours, and a large lurplus is left,
which is difpofed of to the French and
Spaniards for (pecie.

The importance of this trade to Great.
Britain may be determined from the fol-
lowing circumftances: Before the late
War, it immediately employed one hun-
dred and eighty (hips, about one han-
Gred and.forty of which failed annuilly
for Africa with cargoes amounting near-
ly to a million fterling, and coontaining
the produtions of our fettlements in
the Eaft and Welt-Indies, and of Bri-
tifh manufalures, 1o the value of about
feven hundred thoufand pounds. The
circuitous returns of thele cargoes have
been computed to a million and a half.
The artificers and mechanics employed
at Liverpool alone reccived one hun-

dred thouland pouods annually for la..

bour, and materials ufed in equipping
the fhips engaged in it ; and exclufive
of the large {fums paid for feamen’s wa-
ges, the commiffion and privilege of the
Captains and Officers amounted at lealt
to fifty thouland pounds annually, which
were realized in that town, and have in
a great mealure contribuied to the rapid
increale of its commerce. It cannot be
denied that the African trade, connet-
ed as it is with the Weft-Indian-com-
merce, with the trade of our Continen-
tal Colonies, and Newfoundland Fifh-
ery, is of the utmoit confequence to the
employment of many thoutands of our
fellow-[ubjells, to the naval power of
the Bmpire, and to the royal revenue,
all which are conjoined by fympathetic
ties. The value of three millions at lealt
of domeftic manufaltures, exclufive of
other merchandize, annually findigg a
profitable vent by means of the African
and Weft-Indian Trades, and sbove five
millions of property, which srifes from
the labour of the Negro flaves employ-
ed in the Weft.Indian Iflands, being
yearly imported from thence, which
contributes not lefs than a million and
a half annually to the revenue of the
kingdom, to carry oo this immenfe traf-
fic,and to fupply thofe iflands with lum-
ber and provifion from the continental
Colonies and Newfoundland Fifhery,
gives conltant employment to at lcaft
five bundred fhips, and 10 about tweaty
thoufand mariners and fithermen.

Thus far we have flaied the utility
of the Slave Trade : whether this com-
mercial advantage can be. reconciled to
the Jaws of humanity, is a queftion that
‘cannot be determined without examin-
ing fa&s relative to the importation and
the treatment of Negroes. With regard
to the firlt point, we are to oblerve,
that 4 Trade for Negro Slaves is carried
: ‘ ‘(ﬂ »l'fw.a“ "i' 16 “o

- morth latitude, to Cape Negro, in 16

b which Gomprehepds i In&
of near b\;‘Mnl -‘:hl of fea- coaft,

deg.-fout

and includes the imur pare of the in-
terior country, within the sbove limits,

. from the confines of Motint Atlas, scrofs

the immenfe ‘contineft of Africa, to
Molambique, on the ealterncoaft. From
the nations bordering on the rivers Se-
'negal and Gambia, the Emperor of Mo-
106c0 procures anauslly recruits for his
black cavalry, and his fubje@ts are fur-
nifhed from thence with whatever Slaves
they have occafion for. Carivans allo
trave! from thence scrofs the continent

to Upper Egypt, with (iderable
numbers of Negro Slaves, {ie ave for-
warded either from Alexa by fea,
or marched through Afia Midor to Con-

fantinople. From the (ime country,
incloding the diftrifts towsrds the river
Sierra Leone, Slaves are colleled for
fupplying the different States of Bar-
bary, from the ports of which, fome of
thefe Slaves sre (ent to the Mores, and
to the Tarkifh Iflands in the Mediter.
ranean ; hence it is that the African
coalt, from Senegal to Sierra Leone af-
fords, comparatively, but few Slaves to
the European Traders, From Mofam-
bique, and the ports on the eaftern coalt
of Africa, great numbers sre feat to
Perfia, Goa, snd other parts of the Eaft.
Indies ; and in proportion s the cul-
ture of the Weit-1adian Iflends, and
other European Settlements in Amerie,
has been extended, a demand for the
labour of African Negroes has regularly
increaled there ; fo that at prefent their
number amounts 1o about gi ity thou.-
(and snaually, of which the Brivfh pur.
chafe about forty thoufand ; the French,
twenty thoufand ; the Portuguele, ten
thoufand ; ' the Dutch, fix thoufand ;
and the Danes, fout thoufand. Of the
forty thoufand purchaled by the Britifh,
sbout a twenticth part are calculated to
die on the voyage, and three-fourths of
thole that arrive in the Welt-Indies are
difpoled of to the French and Spaniards;
the remainder are diftributed in the
Britith Iflands. It is not to be omitted,
that the complete cultivation of Jamaice
will require an addition of feveral thou-
fand Negroes for many years. The
1lland of Trinidad, conquered from the
Spaniards, will require a confiderable
number of African hands to render it a
profitable obje@. There are many other
Iflands in the fame predicament, though
in & lels degree,

When the prodigious demand for
African negroes, which has exifled for
time immemorial in Mauritania, Egypt,
Perfia, and the Eaft, is confidered, and
in addition to that, the immen{e expor-
tation of late years to America and the
Weft-Indies, it might be prefumed that
a vifible decreafe of inhabitants would
be the confequence of thele anpual
drains ; but from the concurring tefti-
mony of the moft intelligent perfons,
who have vifited that country, it does

fied by experience. The conlequence
of polygamy, is in itlelf {ufficient to
make population exceed all bounds. A
curious inflance of it may be feen in an
account of Morocco, written by a French
Ambaflador, fent thither by Louis X1V,
This writer informs us, that, during his
embafly, the Emperor of Morocco had
a guard, confifting of three hundred of
his own fons, all about the lame age, or
st lealt with the variation of a few
months, There is no country in the
world {werming with fo many inhabi-
tants as Negroland, s circumftance that
induces the Afiican Princes to fport
with the lives of their fubjefts. Negro-
land is divided intoa mu!tutude of States,
every one of which is {wayed by fome
inhuman Defpot, A few outlines of
the Government of Dahomy,-a maritime
Kingdom in Negrolind of confiderable
extent, will ferve to give an idea of the
manner in which the fubje&s are treated
by African Princes. The King of Da.
homy is ablolute mafter of the liberty,
life, and property of every perfon in
his dominions, and nothing cin equal
his favage cruelty and oppreffion ; piles
of his' fubjs&s’ heads, are placed as orna-
ments betore his palace l‘" on feftival
days, and on every public :Mon; and
the floors leading to his apartment are
ftrewed with their bodies, to imprefs
thofe that approach him with refpeét and
terror, The area before his bed-cham-
ber is paved with fkulls of prifoners ta-
ken ia war, that he may daily enjoy the
lavage gratification of literally trampling
on the heads of his epemies,
charaler and cond the other Afri-
«can rulers is oo the fame principle, it
cannot be fuppofed that the Negroes im-
ported by our merchants have reafon to
regret the place of their nativity : as to
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{ any decifive opinion on the
the traffic, 5
fofls as they are. Mr, Pitr and My,
"Fox are both {lrenuous for the abolition

not appear that this fpeculation is jufti--

As the

the trestment which they receive h our

Ilands, the intereR of their mafters

feems to decide the queflion,

"We do not, however, wifh to deliver
ice of

¢ have only reprefented

of the Slave Trade ; as to the former,
he may have reafons which he haé not
yet made public; but the Head of the
Whig Club ought certainly not to for-
get the Statute g and 10, of Wiretian
111, a Whig King, declaring that the
Slave Tiade was highly benchcial,

LONDON, Fesrvary 1.

Piivate letters from France Rate, that
the Auftrisn and Ruflian Minifters at
Paris have already prefented Notes a-
ganft the late extraordinary meafure of
snnexing the [talian Repablic to France,
by the Couful’s affumption of the fo-
vereign authority of the former Rate,
This proceeding we anticipated in the
firlt inftance, from a perfuafion that the
great Powers of the Continent could
not view with indifference the dange.
rous progrels of Bonaperte’s ambitious
career, What impreffion thofe Notes
have made upon the Confular Govern.
ment is not at: prefent afcerrained 5 but
we fear there is very liule likelihood of
their producing any falutary change in
the inflexible difpofition of fuch a man
as Booaparte. Already, according to
the fame accounts, has he cyufed orders
to be iffued for all officers of the Army
of Italy to join immediately their re-
{pe&ing corps; and fhould the Coun-
cus of the furrounding States, be aétua-
ted by an equal firmnefs of detérmina.
tion, the germ of war, produced by the
late unprincipled condu& of France,
will become, ere long, matured, and
{pread its hoftile ramifications through-
out the prineipal part of Europe. The
recognition of Bonaparte's new power,
has we undeftand, been propoled to
the Britith Government: but in this
ftage of the queftion, it is not for us to
make any further obfervations upon lo
delicate a fubj-&.
- Holyhead, Jan. 23.—~On Wednelday
evening one of the heavielt gales known
here for many years commenced from
the weftward, accompanied by a very
heavy fea. Oan Thurlday morning a
floop was driven on fhore; but fortu-
nately one life only loft.
noon the Sachem of Portland, a large
American fhip, bound to Dublin, and
laden with a valuable cargo of Tobacco
was driven on this coalt and anchored
off a reef of rocks, with a fignal of dif-
trefs flying. At half paft four fhe par-
ted, and ftruck on the rocks, the fea
making a fair breach over her. She,

however, got over, but drifted to lee-"

ward into the hatbour and again ltruck
on another reef, exhibiting a moft me-
lancholy fight, having cut away her
main and fore-maft : nor for many hours
was there a hope of laving a life from
on board her,

A very liberal fubfcription of forty
guineas, by Gentlemen detsined herc on
their paffage to Ireland, induced fix
brave fellows to attempt to get on
board, which they efle@ed, and in {pite
of a tremendous fea, faved, by feveral
excurfions the whole crew. The re-
peated and perfonal exertions of Capt,
Skinner, of the Leicefter packe:, who
alove of the Gentlemen of his profel-
fion, remained with lights on the rocks
during the night, and took every re-
quifite and humane precaution, Contri-
buted much to deliver them frem this
dreadful fituation, which appeared toa
crowd of {peQators on the recks, totally
hopelefs. The (hip is bilged, and will
fhortly go to pieces. Two other yel-
fels sre driven on fhore in the neigh-
bourhoed.

DUBLIN, Feb. 23,

¢

Amidft the ftorms and inundations
that have lately done fo' much damage
all over Europe, and which have. fool-
ifhly enough been alcribed to the near
approach of the two lurgelt planets in
our {yftem, that which took plice at
Triefte, on the gd ult, is particularly
remarkable.—It hailed and rained alter-
nately all the evening of that day till
about nidni;?t.—-The Heavens then

In the after-

|

- ous earthquake as its caule, is evidey,

ing it retived, 1

fuc Bk of . enthge, 11
0o tide in the M fiterranen .

creales the difficulty of accounting

this phenomenon, which diffigy

unlefs the event be afcribed to a prey

very .‘u“,

From the PORTLAND GAZ ETT}

. ATREATY
S:ined at Madrid, 21t March, 8,

y the Prince of Peace, and Luc,
Bonaparte, |

The Firlk Conful of the French?

- public’ and his Cathotic Majelty def

rous of permanently determining
ftates which the fon of the lofan:,
Parma fhall receive, as an equivalent |
the Dutchy of Parma, have agreed,
the following articles, and have namy
as Plenipotentiaries, by the Firft Cq
ful, Lucien Bonapaite, Ambaffy
from the French Republic, and by
Catholic Majefty, the Prince of Pesg
who hav: determined on the followin
Articles : | '

Art, 1, The reigning Duke of Pam
forever renounces both for himfelf g
heirs, the Dutchy of Parma, wi:h allig
dependencies, in favour of the Frey
Republic ; the renunciation of whg
fhall be gusranfeed by His Cathoj
M>jefty. The Grand Dutchy of Ty
cany, which the Grand Duke alfo »
nounces, the ecflion of which is g
ranteed by the Emperor of G ermaay
{hs!l be g'ven to the fon of the D,
of Parma, as an indemnificition for i}
countries ceded by the Infant, hisf
ther, and in confequence of a Tre
which had been previoufly conclude
between his Catholic Majefly and 1
French Republic.

I1. The Prince of Parma fhall repi
to Fiorence, where he thal! be acknow
ledged as fovereign of all the poflef
fions appertaining tothe Grand Dutchy
and fhall receive from the hands of th
conltituted aurhorities, the keys of the
forts and the oath of fidelity which the
owe him in his chara@ter of foverigo,

The authority of the Firft Conl
will contribute w0 the peaceabie exew
tion of thele aéls,

111, The Prince fhall be acknor
ledged King of Tufcany, with allii
honors appertzining to his rank; |
Firlt Conful will acknowledge and vi
have him treated as {uch by the oth
poweis. The arrangements necefl:
for this purpole fhell be made previo
to his taking pofleflion.

IV. That part of the Ifle of Eix
which belongs to Tufcany, and is ¢
pendent on that flate, {hall remain i
the power of the French Republic, an
the Full Conlul fhall give asaou
dempity for it, tothe King of Tulcam,
the countiy of Pombino, which appe
tains to the King of Naples,

V. As this Tieaty derives its origl
from that which has been concluded}
the Firft Conful with bis Catholic Ma
jefty, by which the King cedes W
France the poffeflion of Loutlum
the contralting parties agree 1o execule
the articles of the anterior Treaty ; i

_to employ their relpeftive power in i

odjuﬂment of the differcaces therts

mentioned,
V1. Asthe new houfe, which isths

eftablifhed in Tulcany, is of the fimi
of Spain, thele flates fhall be forewt
the property of Spain, and there fhi
be called to the throne an Infant of th
family, If the reigning King or h
children fha!l not have heirs, the for
of the reigning King of Spain fh:
fucceed to thelc cllates.

V1. The Fi: & Conful, and hisC
tholic Majefty, .agree to obtein for t*
reigning Duke of Parma, in confide?
tion of the renunciation he has made!n
favor of his fon, juft indemnities, cithf
in pofle{lions or revenues,

VIill. The prefent treaty fhall b¢
ratificd and exchanged 1o three weeks

Signed o St
( L&GCI)EN BONAPARTE.
PRINCE OF PEACE.

NOT §C B

LL Perfons baving any leg‘ld
mands againft the Eftate of L'o‘;
Dzesrors, ofthe City of Samtjd(
Merchant, deceafed, are requefted’

|
rew exceflively dark, and in two hours i j
ffterwardl, amolft ;rel’nendous thunder- | prefent them properly ‘“‘ﬂci’e ::; i 1
Rorm took place, which ended inan | twelve months from the date 'm' . ‘
overflowing of the fea into the very | eitherof the Sx_ablcnbcu—-Aﬂ::ﬁ el .
ftreets of the town.—Thefe were navi- lndk‘bpd 'M; faid Eﬁ“:,t :: l
gable for boats during five or fix hours, | make immediate paymen
which entered intothem from the opei h THOMAS i.:\WTON' :
beach; and after the water had fille | ok i
all the magazines in t:b lower ¢ity, and WILLIAM Wﬂjgﬁ“ r
caufed an le 16(s to the mercan- Adminiftrators to fal B

il inteet, soout

feven in-the morn- | St Joha, December 8, +30!°
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