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DESCRIPTION OF THE
ISLAND OF TRINIDAD,
Captured from the Spaniards, and ceded
to Great-Britain by the Preliminary
-Af“““ 0 "‘ao
The Ifland of
wiles in length, and fixty in breadth ;
it is feparated by the_Boga Del Dragon
and the Gulph de Pario, from the Spa-
nifh Main; and lies éighty miles N.
W. of the River Oroonake, abounding

in the fame kinds of produce as the o-

ther Iflands jo the fame latitude.

The foil of the Ifland has always been
found to be moft liarly to adapted
cotton, and the quality which it produ-
ces is of the fineft fort, {uperior to any
of the Leeward Iflands growth. .

Tobacco is alfo a very principal arti-
e of Trinidad ;. it is .:‘f

} to
Lo ety el
is Hland allo produces Cocoa, and
from its vicinity to the Caraccas, would
fupply us with the beft growth of that
commodity from the Continent.

The neighbourhood too of Orooncko
and Comniana abound with hard wood,
mules and cattle, and confequently fur-
nifhes us fo great an export of hides, as
offers conﬁcfonble advantages to that
branch of trade. ,

The im nce of this peflcflion did
not imprefs itfelf u minds of
the Spanith Minifters until the year
1783, when, by a Royal Cedula, iffued
st Madrid on the 24th of November,
certain privil and immunities, to en-
courage the fettlement and cultivation
of this ifland, were allowed to the in-

habitants, and fuch other perfons, (Ro-
man Catholics) as might refort thither.
By this Cedula the Ifland was to be

parcelled out, in fuitable allotments,
and exemptions of taxes were granted
for the firfl ten from the 1ft of
January, 1985 ; fo that we obtain pof-
feflion of the Ifland at the moment it
was judged that its cultivation would be
completed,

his conqueft relieves us from a
grievance, which at the firlt fettling of
the 1fland led to great inconvenisnces,
and occafioned very ferious complaints
from many of our own iflands ; it arofe
from one of the claufes of the Spanifh
Cedula, whereby it was enafted, that
free Negroes or Mulattoes, who fhould
fix their refidence in this ifland, were

refpelively to be entitled to an allot-

ment, equal to one half of what was de-
figned for each European, in propor-
tion to the number of (laves each Ne-
groor Mulatto fhould bring with him,

This encouragement to fugitive Ne-
groes, added to the declaration of the

Spanifh Governor, that upon their ar-

nval there from any of the Antilles
they fhould be free, occafioned luch a-
bufes, that {erious remonftrances were
made by our Court to that of Spain, in
the year 1790; in conlequence of
which a Royal Order, dated from Aran-
Juez, the 17th- of May, of the fame
year, was tran(mitted to Don Joleph

Maria Chacon, the Governor of Trini-
dad, enjoining him to put a ftop to fuch

abufes, and 1o promife to retusn all fuch |

::gitivc Negroes as fhould be reclaim-
upon thei 1
pr; "p:. eir property being regularly
Agother and a very pleafing advan-
tage will refult, from our poﬂ':ﬂion of
Trinidad, to his Majefty’s other 1lands,
from that afylum which Trini-
| mortgagers,
aod other debtors, who fheltered them-
felves there, and by carrying off their
flaves, deprived their creditors of the
moveable part of their fecurity, with-
out which the remaining immoveable
lc::u becomes comparatively of no va-
From the enterprifing fpirit of our
ille_!gha_:l‘tll,‘qu.cld from the polition of the
itie ’ dj iniu‘to(ancha
of the Spunﬁ ap'_lioon; as the Capt::
Cas, it may be forefeen that certain: ad-
vantages are likely 1o refult from their

h Sonculring at the f(ame

rinidad is ninety

To the north is a coalt of twent
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time with the inclinstion of the Speni- | l:agues in extent, 100 much elovated,

in carrying on the prefent war with

iop fhould be offered to
mzmpm..mm

would jein erating their &
and to all Spanifh veflels wiling to en-
ﬂ' with a dire& trade inour colonies:
depredations for the fake of plun-
der fhould therefore be avoided, and
fuch meafures cnco:br:gc a8 may te
to facilitate to the inhabitants of South
America any dilpofition on their part
to thake off thole onorous reftritions to
which their Commerce has fo long been
{ubjugated, Perhaps fuch meafures would
alfo contribute foon to relieve us from
the prefent want of {pecie.

B‘:u to revert to the Rate of the 1{land,
it willbe evideat, that. in_the firlt io-
ftances Great-Britain will resp every
eticatial benefit, from this capture, even
in raw materials. At the fame tume,
when the fecond point of view opens,
with a dire& certainty of iws affording a
new Marker to all our menufeured
goods, for o great an extent of Conti-
nent, where will moft infallibly
find their way, and be t after,
{urely this circumftance muft convey to
every mind another confiderable bene-
fit; and a third advaotage; if we mil-
take not, will occur by outward bound
fhips from England having an opportu-
nidy of carrying out large affortments of
Dry goods from this intercourle, fo that
their cargoes will in future produce all
the profits of full freight inftesd of half
freight, with which they fail at pre-
fent, .

In this 1fland there are feveral En-
glith Planters, who went there to feitie
from many of the neighbouring Britifb
Iflands, advantageous offers having becn
held out 10 them by the Spanifh Go-
vernment. On taking the oath of Al-
legiance to the Crown of Spain, cach
fettler rececived a confiderable grant of
land near the coaft, and in the moft fer-
tile parts of the country. This plan
was adopted about fix years ago; and
between that period and the commence-
ment of the war with Spain, a confi-
denable number of Englifh have cita-
blifhed themiclves in the ifland, which
although remarkable for its fcmlu(yl;
was but little cultivated by the Spani
inhabitants, whole natural indolence
prevented them from reaping the ad van-
tages which nature prelented. Many

of them led a life little removed from the
favage ftate.

The Britifh Ifland of Tobago is onl
about twenty miles diftant from the N,
E. end of Trinidad, and it can be dif-
tinguifhed from fome parts of Grenada,
Its vicinity tothefe two Colonies renders
it a defirable acquifition to Great-Bri-
tain, '

The following account of the ftate of
the Ifland fome years fince, is extralled
from the Philofophical and Political hif-
tory of the Eaft and Welt-Indies, by
the Abbe Raynal ; .

‘It was not till 1535, that the court
of Madrid took poffeflion of the 1fland

of Trinidad, which is fituated facing
the mouth of the Oroonoko, as it were

o moderate the rapidity of that river,

It is faid to comprehend three hundred
and cighteen fquare leagues. It hath
never expe
its climate is wholelome.  The rains
are very sbundant there from the mid-
dle of May to the end of O&ober; and
the {s that
reft
inconvenience, becaufe the count
though deftitute of nav %
very well waiered, The earthquakes
sfe more frequent than dangerous, In
the interior part of the Ifland there are
four groups of mountains, which, toge-
ther with lome others formed by nature
upon the fhores of the ocean, occupy »
third part of the territory,
| W{uﬁmm of the richeft cul-

rienced any hurricane, and

prevails throughout the
the year is not attended with any

e rivers, is,

The reit 15
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ds themfelves to traffic with us. For'
| this reafon, it were to be wifhed, tht
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Domingo, he
France, :’[:Q,bf' which the following a-
‘necdote is a {ufficient teRimony. F

.

| Portau Prince,

~ When Geoenl

and too mueh divided, ever to be of any

j' ufe. The eaftern cosft is only nineteen
leagues in. extent, but in all parts s

convenient as onaycould wilh it to be;
fl'll‘c fﬂhﬂ: Ul:: hath five a:: twen-
ty ues, is a little exalted , snd adap-
ted for the fuccelsiul cultivation z?
coffee and cotoa. The land on the wel-
tern fide is feparated from the reft of the
colony, to the louth by thg Soldier’s Ca-
nal, and to the north by the Dragon’s
Mouthand forms, by means of a recels,
a harbour of twenty leagues in breadih

‘and shirty in depth. It offers, inall fes-

-

fons; fecure alylum to the navigatots,
who, during the greateft part of the year,
would find it difficult to anthor any
where elle, except st the place called
the Galiote, - . :

‘¢ In this part are the Spanith fettle-
mente, coofift only
of Spain, upon which there are feventy-
eight thatched huts ; and of St jofe:h
fiaated thece leagues further up the
country, where cighty-cight families;
full more wretched than the former ate

i The o

*The cocos was formerly cultivited
near thefe two villages, Iis excellence
made it be preferred to that of Carrac-
cs, la order 1o fecure it, the mer-
chants ufed to pay for it beforehand.
The tree that produted it perifhed all
in 1727, and bave not been ieplanted
fince, The monks attributed this dif-
alter 10 the Colonifts having refuled to
psy the tithes. Thofe who were not
blinded by interelt or fuperflition, a-
fcribed it to the north winds, which

too frequently occafioned the fame

kind of calamity in other parts; Since
thee

much more frequented than Cubugnd.’
e e s

CharaBler of the celebrated Black General,

TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE,

This extraordinary man is s pative
of St, Domingo. He was born a flave,
snd as [uch remained till the troubles
in that ifland gave an opportunity for
the difplay of his talents. His mafter,
a confiderable planter, took him waile
very young to France, where he remain-
ed lome time; and being a fmart lad,
attention was paid to his education,
which is better than moft negroes re-
ceive, But ftill he was only a negro
flave, and returned to St. Domingo,

" where he lived in that charaller {everal

cars before the troubles broke out,
oon after the French Revolution, our
teaders know how the milreprelenta-
tion of the principles of liberty and e-
qulity defolated -St. Domingo. The
‘whites were deftroyed, and after them
the Peoplc of coleur, the blacks re-
maiping in fa& mefters of the 1fland.
In the dreadful fcenes that occurred,
Touffaint foon diftinguifhed himiclf,
and acquired a fovereign (way over his
fellow npegroes, amounting pow to
100,000 men in arms, inured to the cli-
mate, and educated to war,
Touflaint, to the talents of a General

‘and a Politician, adds thole more a-

misble of gratitude and humanity. His

malfter fled to the United States of A-
merica, and Touflaint remitted him, or
endeavoured to remit, as much of the
produce of bis cftatc as was pofiible,
hen Ceoneral Maitland evacuared’ |
Portau Prince, the treaty for that pur. |

was negotiated and concluded with
ouflaint who executed every

pendent prince, as fome of the

to bé a {ubjet of

¥
ch plan-

all the

_ters who had joined the Britith depar-
‘ i ey ek

ted with him
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was the. old mafter of Touflaint,
d come from the continent to
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xearLent Majeatry, at his Office,
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endeavour to ﬁ"“ his property, in
which he had been unfuccelsful ; snd~
he was about to fly with the Englifh,
s and wretchednefs; General
¥ai land had too much wildom to treat
ou%aiht as a brigand (robber), as he
had hitherto been treated ; and Toul-
faint’s condu® repaid him for this ei-
vility. W Al g
Touffaint héaring of his mafter, feat
& Meflage to General Maitland, {ay.mg
he had a favous to afk, What was it 7
The Gene-

g

To fend his mafter to bim. .

' tal did fo j and then Touffaint refiored

bis mafter to his cRates, and gave hiol
negroes for their cultivation, He bes
haved in the moft affeftionate and kind
truly been his
father, b i e e

General Maitland wpon this fent 2

_meflage, .h.i?n favour of Toullaint.

What is it ? To reftore 4 dozen of the
principal Planters to lbeiL eﬁatea.,
Touflaint defired they might be fent to
his care. They were foi He ¢lapped
them in prifon, - R
 Some days sfterwards he had thcn{
brought into a church, beforea large bo-
dy of his fellow blacks, and he mounted
the pulpit to preacha fermion ; for his
prowels at arms is but a [mall part of
of hié ditin@ion. Here he enforced
the virtue of forgivenels tothe Repen'
tant, faying, ¢ We were for a while Spa-
niards (the blacks fled tothe Spanifh
prote&ion in the beginning of the trou-
bles,) but we were mifled. We were
born Frenthmen, and now we aré
Fienchmen again, Thole twelve men
have alfo been mifled. They were
bora Fresthmen, For a time they
have been Britifh; but now they bave
teturned, and are Frenchmen égain.
Let us embrace.’” Here Touflaint em-
braced them, and retongiled his follow-
ers. He refllored them to their cltates;
and gave them pegroes a3 fervants, |
It would be the dilpofition of a little
mind, in Touflaint’s fituation, to hate
and perfecute the whites ; but he knows
well that the Ifland cannot flourifh
without them ; that they are neceflary
to cultivation and good government; td
the commerte and prolperity of the
place. Therefore his chief aimi is to re-
ftore the planters, and revive the trade!
He fears that France will one day en-
deavour to punifh him s a rebel, but
this France will never be able to accoin-
plifh, Hedouville, the French Com-
miflioner, is a fool, and a perfon of nd
influence ¢ Toullaint diflregerds him;
but all Touflaint’s alls are in the namd
of the French Republic, for which a-
lobe he-pretends to a&t : and his utmoft
wifh is, that the Dire&ory would name
him their General. -
LL Perfons who have legal de-
mands again{t the Eftate of Jou ¥
Brrrire, late of King’s County, de-
ceafed; are requefted to fend ip their ac-
counts duly attefted to the Subleribersy
within Six months from the date here-

|

of—And all perfons indebted to hid
Eftaie are degreed t6 make inmhedidte
payment to -

JOHN M‘LEOD; , .-
JOHN WATERBURY,
Adminifirators:

_+ St, John, gd Nov. 1801, ‘

FOR SALE;

condi- |
tiod with the friGeft fidelity and ho-
nour, But Touflaint did not treat as
am inde rin
papers have {aid, All he did was in
the name of the French Republic, For |
_while he is abfolute monarch over: St

City, being the: |
merly o¢cupied by the Proprietor D. B."
Wetmore—~For terms of Sale, apply to’
Thomas Wewmore St; Johms:

A Valuable Farmh of

A upwards-of soo

acres, fituate on the

B Little Kennebeckaéis

i or Hammond Rivér a-
‘boul 16 miles from the

Lots No. 4, and 3, for-

1 ibe Favm is notbefore-difpoled o

- at_private Sile, it will be fold at Publi
Aublion on Monday the 16th Feb, néx
at

John—by

11 o’clock at the Coffee-Houfc St

v ‘ Ny ",.‘,”,fi.}, J ."..‘.'*. Ao
ANDREW CROOKSHANK,
St: John, 15th Deg, 1802,




