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Trial of Governor Wall,

Before the Chief Barom, Fuflice Rootke,
and ]lﬁl“ Lawrence, ¢ ;:

Jofeph Wall was brought to trial on
an Indiftment, charging him with the
wilful murder of Benjomin Armitrong,
on the 10th July, 1782, at Goree, in A~
frica. On this ind:&tment the priloner |
hed been srraigned on a former day, and
had pleaded not guilty. 4

The Attorney-Generale=" Gentlemen

 of the Jury, it will have ocecurred to
you, on hearing the indi@ment read,
that the erime laid to the prifonei’s
charge was committed fo long fince as
the year 1782, You will therefors na-
turally inquire why this trisl wasdefer-
sed fo lopg : and hege AE arifo
ek to hmachl o Disntay 38 T diohght |
& 10 withdsaw himfelf from julticeata.
time when a profecution had been alrea-
dy commenced. He was now b

to trial under the suthority of an W& of
Parlisment, empoweriog his Majelty,
o reprefentation being made to his Ma-
jelty’s privy counfellais, to grant (pecial
commiflions for the trisl of offences
committed beyond fea. It becomes my
duty to Rate to you, that the iffue before
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you is only, whether the prifener at the H

bar is guilty of murder ?-or whether the
2@ that fhall be proved againit him was

juftifiable hemicide ?7=——Far the nature H

of this cafe is fuch, that it does not ad-
mit any confideration. of the middle
crime of manflaughter, < Itis neeeflary
alfo to advert to the defence that muf
be adopted, for it isthe only one that
can be fet up==a charge of mutiny and
a {entence of 3 court-martial, The de»
~safed was a foldier in the garrifon of
Goree, of which place the prifoner was
Governor at the time of the oftence,
There were alfo in the garrifon at the
time a capt. Lacey, a lieut, O’Shanley,
a lieutenant Ford, and an enfign Fall,
The prifoner returned to England in
1782, and in 1784 he was apprehended
under 2 warrant from the privy coun-
cil, The garifon confifted of 150
mene=it had been a confiderable time
under fhort allowance=—a compenlation
in money is ufually made for thofe flop-
psges~—it had been given out in orders,
that the governer was on the eve of
his deperture for England, and that he
was to be accompanied by enfign Dears
ing, who 3&ed a5 commiflary to the gar-
rifon, and in whole hands thele flopps-
ges were, The garrifon, anxious for

ikeir money, same to the houle of the |

commiffary todemand payment., When
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Wisrian Street, wh-z’tut
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they paffed Governor Wall's houle, he
¢ame out and reprebended them, and
they reiired, About an hourand an half
afterwards another party came, and Arm-
firong among them, Gov. Wall feeing
Armitrong with the men fpoke to him,
Armftrong pulled off his hat, {poke re-
{pe&fully, and retired, as he wys order-
cd, From that time till the crime was
committed which led to the death of
Amgftrou;‘, there was no fymptom of
muting, 1 quoie from no vigue au-
thority, but from the folemn declaration
of the V}O;n fed, made on the briok of e-
ternity ; and you will be informed from
the Beneh what credic is due to a man
in thofe eircumflances, He declares
himfelf guomnd without s crime, The
proceeding toward the commiflary's
houl> to demand the psyment of the
thony sllowan¢e moncy took plage in
the morning, About fix in the. evens
ing the drum beas for parade ; the men
were formed into a cirele, Governor
Wall and {fome officers boin‘ in the cen-
tre, Afier fome sonverfation between

the Govemm‘ and the Q&Q”. A,‘.

{trong wascalled from the ranks by the
Governor—he was ordered to be frip-
ped and tied toa gun, . He -wea then
whipped, not with the ordinary inftra

ment, but with ; not bytio m
nary perfons, but by black flaves, chan-.
sie‘dmu every twenty-five lafhes, till
prionss logked on, -
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executioners to exert themfelves, ke’

« Cut him to the heart; Cut

| him to the liver| This, and the fickly
feafon will'hdo for him."” The Thﬁ;ckly
feafon was then approaching. fle
foner ithed ra af i
ed, mk
he was

ew days, and di-
a_formal* declaration that
punifhed without trial or offence,

‘On the next day, the Governor depart.
ed, sccompanied
1f mutiny exifted, why did he with-
draw, taking three out of feven officers P
If there was a mifchief lo great, as to
suthorige executiop without form of
;riol, why sbandon his
uch a def
fuble ol
fuch thing P 1f it wes true, would not
the Governor on his arrivel in this coun-
‘try give notice to admipiftration of the
mutiny in His gafrifon 7 No fuch repre-

-
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Dearing and others,

vernment in

te Rate ? Does not hié
ent condu@ fhew there was no

I bold in my band a letter written in
Auguft, 1782, giving an account of the
flate of the ?ni(on, mentioning many
particulars of lels importanee, fuch as
that Lieut, Poplet was under arreft by
fentence of a geperal court-martial,e=
The prifoner could not then have
known the fate of the decealed, fo as to
be detcred from mentioning the falt by
confiderations of perfonal danger, The

roper tribunal for trying the offence
imputéd a regimental court martial,
might confilt of fo few as five mem-
bers, or even of three,—There was not
even that tribunal of the lait neceflity,
a drum-head court.martial. The law
of the country in every inftance re-
quires that the prifoner fhould hear the
evidence on which he is condemned ;

' but there was no trial, no charge. The

fis ft queltion for.you to try is, whether
the death of Armftrong was the conje
quence of the orders of the prifoner ?
2)5 this there can be no doubt, and
when it is eftablifhed, the law impoles
on the prifoner the neceflity of proving
fuch a mutiny as rendered a regular
trial impoffible, It will allo remain for
him to fhew, why he withdrew from
trial in 1784. 1f innocent, that was
the beft time to affert his innocence,
1f, as we fhall be told, s fort of fen-
tence was paffed on the decealed, the
perions were living who affifted in pal-
fing it. Captain Lacey, Lieuts, all
and Ford, were in the kingdom, Io s
letter to Lord Siduey, then Secretary
of State, he fays that he left the king-
dom in order 1o colleét evidence ; but
he could colle& his compurgators with-
out going indearch of them, He wrote
one letter in March 1784, in conle-
quence of a proclamation, «ffering 2001,
for apprehending him, 1o the O&to-
ber of the {ame year, he wrote another
letter, lsying that he would come to tri-
sl as foon s his witneffes could arrive,
and that the French court had conlent=
ed to give every facility to their pal-
fage. He then withdrew from this
kingdom ; in 1801 he returned, and lent
s letter to Lot Pelbam, to lay, that he
wifhed to abide his trial. Why did he
fly when proof of the falls, as well fa-
vourable as unfavousable, was esly to
be foundmeto return apd demand tnal
when the hand of death bad Iwept a-
way the greater number of the witcel-
fes? 1f, however, s mutiny. of an aler-
ming nature did exift,and wis charges-
ble on the decealed, the prifoneris jul--
tifiable ; and God foibid, for the diici-
pline of the arm

Jut i the contrary fhould appear in e- = 3 ~
vidence, ond&"n,mp ‘be | stmeoff with Commiffary Dearing.
confirmed by the circumftances of the | Crofi- examined by Mr. Knowles.
prifoner’s withdrawing from. his go- | Heknew ofnofentencoaf 8o iafhes.
veroment, by his filence on the fubje | He did not hear A fay, # Il
in his sccount to sdminiftration on his | be éwmd if you fhall flit f1om this I-
return, and by his flight, when thofe | -fland till the

witnefles were living who will now be
faid 10 have been

A i

find him

B 1 ) e bappy, i a0y

% ottt ol T N &
> i 4 3 N E

 m—

‘Benjamin

) the fafety of the
, and the fafety of us all, thats

ir of his bead fhould be tovched. | AtmRiong were, o come o of the

| paid” He was quite viesr.

! . @ to bear teftimony
in bis favour, painful as it is, it will be
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Was in Gagee from 1779, till Chrift-
mas 1783 ; he was at &E?‘ private fol-

dier, but was mede a corporal by Gover-

“nor Wall ; he did ferjeant’s duty, and at-.

tended the Governor as orderly ferjeant
on the toth and 11th of July, 1982,
The Governor left the ifland on the
11th ; his intention was known a day
or two before. While on duty as or-
derly ferjeant in front of the Gover-
nor’s houfe on the morning of the 1oth,
faw sbout fifteen or twenty men pafs.

‘He was fent by the Goverpor to en-

quire what they were about, He went,
and brought badk word that they were
going te the Commiflary’s for their
fhort sllowancemoney. He told them,
by the Governe’s orders to S back to
theis bagracks, or wx would be flogged.

an balf another party came, rather more
in number, Armftrong was among them,
tl;ky alfo unarmed, The Governor
.

| Aimftrong what they wanted ;
Armftropg an(wered, their

ort allow-
ance money. * You are a fool, faid
the Governor, get back to your bar-
rackt.”  Armftrong held his hat in his
hanc all the time, and retired immedi-
ately without faying a word.

The men had been for fome months
on {iort allowsnce, and it was known
that ;he Commiflary was to come away
with the Governor; both the applica-
tions were in the forenoon. In the e-
vening, the officers that dined with the
Governor went away earlier than ufual ;
the Governor walked towards the pa-
rade, the witnels attending him. The
Govginot walked up and down oo the
ramparts oppofite the main guard; after
{omie time, he ran fuddenly by the wit-
pels, and began to beat a man that was
in arms in front of the guard-houfe: he
beat hitn firft with his {word, and then
with a bayonet he tock frem the centi-
nel ; he then put both him and the cen-
tinel in confinement, The witnels
thinks the occafion of besting the man
was, that he was in liquor, The Go-
vernor then ordered the drum to beat,
and when the men affembled, ‘they
were ordered to form ina circle ; they

obeyed direltly; they were without |

arms. The Governor was in the cen-
tre; Capts, Lacy, Ford, Fall, snd Shan-
ley, weie preient part of the time, but
this witpels is not certain they were
there in the beginning, - The carriage
of a fix pounder was brought from the
m:‘n.m, and there were blacks within
the ewcle. The Governor fpoke with
the officers a little time, and then called
Armftrong from the ranks,
wheie be ftood in his place as ferjeant ;
Armitronrg came out.
tied to the gun carrisge, and flogged
with rope by blick men, changing at

every 25 lathes. Governor Wall was

in the cirgle, urging and threatenin

the blacks to lay on. The witnels
heard him fay feveral times, * Lay on
you black, ss I lay on you. Cut him to
the hesri! Cut him to the liver I”’
He believes Armftrong called for mer-
cy; but he does pot recolle& in what
wordsy He was outfide the circle, but
fo mear, that he could hear woft of
what pifled, by lestting between the
men. There was no muiiny. He bw
‘00 Court-Martial, and h

tence, theugh near epough (o fec snd
bear, .a‘!ilﬁs;y&? fu_dl}ngcd to

xt day the -Governor

) t.ﬁutn“,b;lh'y,‘h
ot know that M. L ’w’u@f‘m
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wiitd (ubmiffively ; they wers
y wparmed.—In about an hour and |

He was then

eard no fen- .

oid .
| lengib of time 10 voefic &,
| the deceafed .:ﬂ'” ,
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Edward Lewiy examines by the Soli- | might be z. "Hé faw & -
- et o " v * % " ""t'%" ',H? $ 4 A =
citer-Geweral. Court-Martial ‘once st Chatham; he

~does not recolle& the pmicuhu‘, but

there was penand ik, and they wer

writing, - -

Roger Moore, examined by Mr. Plomer.
He was a private in the garrifon of
Goree, 10th July, 1782—He confirmed
the teftimony of the lalt witgefls as to
the fa&t and manner of ing ; but he
did not hear Governor.Wall lay, ¢ Cut
He heard Armftrong beg
for mercy, and fay he never would do
fo again. The Governor f(sid, he bo-
ped it would be warning to him, He
could hear as well ® any one, being in
the infide line, and was fure fuch words’
as the above could not efcape him ; he'
counted 8oo lafhes ; he was wafhing
his linen in the early. part of the day,
and when he returned.to the barracks,
he heard forjeant Armftreng (ay, he had

the arrears : the menmwere overjoy=

"ed at this, and many of them were in-

toxicated ; he underftood that liquer
had been given to them inftead of mo-
ney, by Enfign Dearing, :
Thomas Popler, then Licutenant of
the African corps, and s priloner at
large under fentence of 2 Court-Martial,
faw the tranfa&ion from his court-yard 5
there was no Court-Martial, no mutiny
that he knew of ; the rope was not the

' proper inftrumeat of military punifh-

ment, dog-line is only ufed on fevere
occafions, the common thing is whip-
cord,—[ Here a piece of rope was pioe
duced, to which the witnels could not
{wear, though it was exatly fimilar.}
He had got five picces from the blacks,
and hzd kept them 2 long time. Capt.
Lacy wasalive at Chichefler in 1784 3
he is pow dead. - Shanlcy died on his
paffage from Africa in the fame tran{-

t with the witnefs, He never aw
Fall fince 1783, He law Dearing a-
bout three years ago, but not later, and
does not know whether he be dead or
Jive. He fwore to Governor Wall's
fignature 1n three letters produced by
the Attorney-(seneral, -

Peter Eerrick, furgeon of the garrifon
was fent for by the Governor after the
flogging began, had no doubt at the time
it was excefive, but dared not mention
it. The man certainly died of its
Rope was more dapgerous than whip=
cord, as it bruifes and does not culs
Armftrong paffed blood by ftool and u=
rine, snd had sRbma from the quantity
that was forced into the chefti He
walked to the hofpital by the afiftance
of two men, He died on the fiftlr
day.

Witnefs, on his crofs-examinationy
faid, he pover doubted, from the firft
moment to this, but that the punifh-
ment was the caule of the desth. The
decealed was in a good fate of heslth
before he receivedit,

Scveral foldiers in the African corps
were called, and afferted that there was
no mutiny. :

Mr. Magufly, the deputy judge ad-
yocate-general here in England, faid
that the proceedings, of all Genenl
Courts-Martial are rgturned to his of-
fice ; that he fearched, but could mnot
find no acgount of any Comt-Ml“i,'l

held uaon the deceg,fedagi&drum,-heod, or

field Coart-Maitial are never temrpgd
to his office. | |
. [{icxe the cafe was clofed on the part
of the p.ldﬁc\nio&.g i

. The prifoner beibg called on for hig
defence, faid, that-having propofed to
setum to Europe ou the 2oth of July,
fome of the men came up to the govern<
ment houfe on the morning of the tothy
and made ademand on account of fhort

eafil ﬂfu.dcfd?_to' iqtutn to the bar-
Y P.‘Abom_two o'clock the fsme

“day they cime 2gain very much intoxi
- cated ; L ,cnghwcd with them ‘f‘qg




