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‘perfon, the

We?.toi‘ut very 1 .

 have no marriage cere-

o,

cepts 't woman in that fitua-
ion, he m& her mafter, without

the intervention of the prieft. He

lives indifferently with all his wives,
and diftributes his favors among them
according to his fancy. Evety wo-
man, as we have already obferved,
lives in a feparate houfe with her
children. They commonly live near
their hufband, efpecially at the time
of vi . But during thefe perio-

sm the moment a man ac-
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ey,
meftic concerns the wives are - |
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dical indifpofitions to which the fe- |

male fex are fubjeét, they zxt con-
cealed from all eyes ; for fix days
they are fbut out
every living being. If inadvertently
or by other means, a2 woman 1 that

fituation happ
x days muft be re.com.

menced. Her companions bring her

of the fociety of |

| or corrofive
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wathi fe with an aftringent
orrofiy Vit , whichfoon bng;;l
it as white as chalk. Itisthenplaced
in a egcmculu attitude ; the r.c,c 18
turned to the weft, the two knees |
flightly bent, the left foot is nife';
backward, the right hand is fhut and
turned to the eall, the left is open ;
the fingers, - feparated
turned to the weft as if they
the a& of feizing a bird in its flight.
In this pofition the body is left, and,
by the affilftance of a continual but
fire, it voids its inteftines,sand
ecomes as dry as parchment. When
it is fufficiently blanched, they unciuft

it with athick red earth ; and when |

| the whole is dry, they begin to cover

food tothedoor of the cottage, whence: |

fhe takes it when the attendants are
As foon as fhe recovers, fhe

one.
5aubs herfelf from head to foot with

a red kind of earth or paint, in which |
fate fhe remains till the dirt and. |

moifture of the fkin are abforbed by
the paint ; when fhe bathes, and comes

out of the water blacker and more |

beautiful than ever.

The Congoefe bury their dead ;
but they mourn a long time before
they commit the body to the earth,
and the day of the funeral terminates

the mourning, and is confecrated to |
| thrown in, leaving at the top only a

rejoicing. The interment is, there-
fore, not confidered asa day of mourn.-

in&.{but of feftivity.

punﬂ'n& with them confifis in |

wearing an mferior robe, in fuffering
their hair and nails to grow, and in
never wafhing themfelves, {fo that
when it lafts a confiderable time, thofe
who wear the garb have a moft dif-

gufting appearance. They are alfo,
on thc%c occafions, enjoinedto abftain

from brandy ; but in this refpett the

law is not of fufficient obligation ;
their paffion for fpirits cannot be
overcome. The precept fays thcz
fhall’ not drink malavou ; whic
word fignifying both brandy and
palm.wine, they get overthe inljunc-
tion, by abftaining from the latter,
while they drink the former as often
as they can get it.

A Congoefeis no fooner dead, than
his friends clothe him in his beft ap-

arel, and expofe him to view ona

ed of honour, placed in the midit of |

a great court, under a roof fupported | coaft. He found his way to Hyder-
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by pofts, in the form of columns ; the |

interior of the apartment they adorn
in the beft manner poffible. His fa-
mily and friends come and weep over
him twice aday ; and as brandy is
given away upon thefe occafions, all
who had but the flighteft acquaintance
with the deceafed, cometo thew their
refpeft and’attachment, exhibiting
figns of forrow and concern, with
the hope of gaining in return, a few
drops of the precious liquor. The

author was fo much ftruck with the |

{cene, that he took ‘Pains to alcertain |
fhed |

whether thefe perfons aftually
forth with wondertul facility.
The wives of the deceafed are
ranﬁcd about the corpfe, and pay the
moft profound refpect to all thofe who
come to mourn over it.  The rich
always leave behind them a prefent of
fruit or otherthings. The ceremony
15 conduéted by hired mourners, who
walk round the fhed under which the
body is placed, making all kinds of
gefticulations, raifing their hands to
hea\{cn, and roaring out mournful
clegies, demanding in their fongs
wherefore he left his family, and re-
proaching him on that account with
cvery {pecies of abufe with which
their language can furnifh them.—
I'heburden of which fong is repeat-
ed in chorus by all the vifitors. The
hired mourners perform at the fame
time a fort of dance, whirling round
continually on one leg. As foon as
a driend has made ?ve or {ix turns
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| it with clothes, putting on firft c?ral
ens to be feen by any || and whatever is moft precious. '
| proportion tothe wealth of the dectal-

thenat Anopfhere.

In

ed, are the number and finery ofhis
clothes—and when a {ufficient qugn-
tity is put on, a la it 1sd a
diKancl:, at the bg:ol:n of wﬁ& a
houfe, without a covering. is made,
of a fize fufficient to contain the dead
body. A day is fixed for the burkl,
which is to terminate the mourning,
and the wives and fortune of the de-
ceafed pafs immediately to the next
heir.

On the appointed day the body 1s
br_ou%:n to the grave, and let down
into the houfe made for 1t. For a
certain time it is fupplied with mgat
and drink ; aflcrwanrs the earth 1s

few ftones or other things, which may
indicate that it is a place of burial.s
They believe that the guardian [fpirit
of the deccafed perpetually hovers
about the grave, and that he watches
over it, left it be violated ; on thi
account, thofe paflengers who
occafion to go near the afylu

the dead, pafs by them with rap
turning their eyes another way with a
{uperftitious terror, not doubting, that
thofe who fhould approach too near
the tombs would be infallibly killed.
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An Extraordinary Charaler.

c

Letters from India furnifh the fol-
lowing interefting account of an Eaft
India Adventurer. The firft letter
on this fubje& is dated Lucknow,
Aug. 20, 18'01‘.

” Geor?c Thomas, an Irifhman,
ran away from a ‘hii’ of which he
was cabin boy, on the Coromandel

abad, the capital of Nizam, where he
ferved as a private foldier. He did
not like this fervice, and fpurred on
by the fpirit of adventure, he crofled
the Peninfula, and arrived at the Be.
gum of Sumroo’s, who has a coun-
about 150 miles N. W. of Delhi.
gKe took him into her fervice, and he
obtained her favour and confidence.
She married him to an adoytcd daugh-
ter of her own, and appointed him to
the management of a province, the re-
venue-of which he very foon near
doubled. The expences of his mif-
trefs exceeded her income. He felt

tears, and found that they poured them himfelf fufficiently eftablithed to at-

tempt a reform. She had many
Frenchmen in her fervice, whom fhe
fupported at a great expence, and who
were entirely ufelefs to her. Thefe
Thomas intended to have reduced.—
The Seiks at this time committing de-
edations uponthe Begum’s country,
homas went to retaliate, which he
had often before done with great
advantage.
Frenchmen found means to make his
miftrefs believe that his plan was to
take her country from her, and that
for that reafon he had withed for their
difmiffal. |
.« She took the firft opportunity of
fhewing Thomas the change of her

{entiments towards him, by infulting
his wife, while he was abfent. He

immediately returned ; proteéted his
wife, and left her (the 'l)!":;
vice. This was in ip?md He wa

¢ had not goo
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and bent, are |
were in |

During his abfence, the.
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ho' || image fubftituted in'its place, to which || Cunda. = This man orde:esp.'
In || the fame honors continue to be paid, || raife and form fomccorpo,and‘g:’rc
ons are employed in f them.

| find them, and took

] am fully convinced he will accom-

in the world ; ‘ ,ml oof of his
, fo he had been for wz
le€tor of a Province wh'i,c
0,000 rupees, but
‘doubled before he left it.—

1 him to

fome diftriéts for the payment o
The diftriéts were unequal to the pay-

“ment of his troops, but he

to fupport them by theé plunder he got
the continual ftate of warfare
in which he was engaged. His chief
was drowned ; and being confidera-
bly in debt to Thomas, he kept pof-
feflion, and at laft made a property of
the diftriéts under his charge. }I; is
a bold determined fellow. He a:g-
mented his troops ; he formed, in fatt, |
an army for himfelf ; and by conqueft |
he added to his original territory.— |
He has often been called in as an ally
by the different contending powers in
that qu;rte‘r_. bf?n ?nc occafion he |
was a fubfidy of 50,000 rupees |
zla(;mh.’ H{l fofmcr miﬂrpcefel, |
ome time after he left her, went to
ruin, was imprifoned, and treache-
roufly deprived of her country. He
::rc ed to her relief, and reinftated
“ During the laft years he has been
more bold, and made conqueits upon
a grander fcale than before. His ca-
pital, which is one of  the flrongeit |
places in India, isabout 80 miles wefl
of Delhi. It is called Hanfee, and |
is laid down in fome of the maps.—
From this point he entered the Seik |
country, beat them wherever he could
fleflion of a |
country upon the banks of the Sut. |
ledge, yielding near two lacks of ru.
pees per annum. The Sutledge is in
all the maps; it is the firft of the five
rivers which form the country called
Panjaub. The Mahrattas could not
with indifferénce view the fuccefs of
this enterprifingadventurer. He was
in their neighbourhood. They at firft |
offered to take him and his corpsinto |
their fervice, but they could not fet- |
tle the terms. They then ordered:|

Gen. Perron, their Commander and
Chief, to march againft him. The |

General did not, it would appear, |
like his antagonift, for he fettled with |
him upon his own terms. Thomas
had then in the field 10,000 infantry,
1000 good cavalry, and 50 pieces of
cannon, and he was not afraid of the
Frenchmen. Some friends of mine
have been long in the habits of cor-
refponding with him. He has al-
ways given them a detail of his dif-
ferent operations ; they are wouder-
ful. Our Government cannot aflift
him ; but I know Lord Mornington
feels much interefted for his fuccefs.

« In one of his letters he propofes
that we fhall attack the Seiks, and he
fays very juitly, that thefe people are
the enemies both of the Mahrattas and
Englifli.  All he defires is that our
government will requeft the Mahrat-
tas not to aflift the Seiks.—He wants
no money, NO arms, no troops; 'and
he engages, in three years, to deliver
to the Company his whole army, and |
all that country called the Panjaub,
yielding a revenue of two crores of
rupees per annum. He will only re-
quire to be paid for his cannon. His
ambition is to ferve his country, and
it is by this means he can do it.

« The plan may be thought wild |
and impratticable by thofe unacquain-
ted with the Seik nation and with
Thomas. With the former 1 have
done all 1 could to get acquainted ;
the latter, 1 believe, to be equal to a-
ny thing poffible to be erformed, and -
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plifh all he has promifed, if the Mah-
rattas do not interfere. The idea 1s
a grand one. It may give to the na-
tion countries upon the banks of the
Indus not lefs valuablecthan thogc
th ffefs upon the Ganges. It
w:z _tKg place gvoherc Alcx,angder firfl
faw and fought the armies of India.

| volution as R TR
| world has yet feen, . ' ;
| faw him,

| now able to

| fuccefs, for no lefs than the throne of
| the Mogul. -To his own vigorous

| fell ; they o

| laft time I
was not worth 500 ru-
pees, excluﬁxmof his horfe. He is

end, and with {ome

conduét, to his own exertions and a-
bilities, he owes every thing. He
' has been aflifted by no friend—alone,
' and always furrounded by enemies.

The Frenchman who now oppofes
him is high in the fervice of the K:'ah..
rattas, A few years ago he was a
Cook at Calcutta! Such are the dif-
tinguithed competitors who at prefent
contend for the Impenial throne of

Indoftan !

Dek Al J8ak Clionwe Tho.

mas contending with the Mahrattas
for the empire of Hindoftan. He
fought feveral battles with them, in
all of which he compelled them to
retreat ; but they were too numerous
for him to gain any thing but a name
by the viétories he had obtained.—
Finding
him, they had recourfeto means more
certain, though lefs honourable, and
they fucceeded but too well. They
bribed his chiefs, and, deferted by his
army, he was obliged to fly to his
firong fortrefs. It was diftant 100
miles, He reached it in one night,
upon one horfe. He was- foon fol-
lowed. The few men who remained
with him fought bravely for fome
time, but his enemies fubdued them
by gold. He found it was in vain,
and reluftantly he diftated terms of
capitulation. He got 50,000 rupees
for giving up his fort, and was belides
pérmitted to carry off his property.
—'—"O’———"
LONDON, Oélober 7.

By the North mail of Monday
we had the following unpleasant
communication from Aberdeen :—
4 | /lavcjajf time o inform you of
a dreadful accident which happen-
ed here on Friday :—About a quar-
ter before two o'clock, wlzzic the

| workmen were bufily qmploycd n

compleating the princ al arch of
the large bridge now bfa'lding, to

facilitate the entrance to the town
Jrom the $outh, the cooms by whrc¥

the arckis supported gaveway, and
in an inflant a great part of 1t feil
in with a tremenduous crafh. Thke
groans of the Jzz]erers, buried un-
der the ruins, the number of whom
could not poffibly be ascertained,
were truly dreaa/

immediately set to work to remove
the flones and wocd, seven persons
were brought out, with their limbs
terribly torn and mangled. Moft
of them were carried to the Infir-
mary ; two of them have had eack
a leg cut 0{, but there are but faint
hopes of their recovery. The suf-

wfercrs are yet, as{ar as I have
heard, all alive.

wo gentlemen
were on the top of the arch when 1¢
course came down
with it. One q/t/zem,providcntia/-
ly, escaped with little injury : the
other had an arm broken, and was
otherwise a good deal bruised. 1t
15 remarkable that of all the wood

in the extenfive arch, not a flick

Jflood. Moft of the arch has now
been got down. These are the par-
ticulars that I have been able hajli-
ly to colle@, but you muft wait for
accurate information. |
 Under the auspices of M. Fettes
the late Lord Provofl, and the Ma-
gifirates and Councrl, the following
important improvements have been
begun : The New Harbour and Wet
Docks, at Leith, on a very large
scale; the extenfion of the new Town
to the Northward, betwixt Edin-
burgh and Leith, and the feuing out
for Houses the beautiful Grounds
of Bellevue, agrecable to an clegant
plan. The number of houses now
building, excites: the astonishment

and admiration of every person.
| NOTICE.
LL Yerfons having any demands

It is there where George Thomas pro-
pofes to plant the Britifh colours.
OctoBEr, 1801.—* George Tho-
mas is now oppofing ‘the Mahrattas,
and is nearly overpowered by the fu-
eriority of their refources; but he
ﬁrq des hard, and hitherto fuccefs
has attended him. If he fucceeds in
this conteft he will bring about a re-

againft the Eflate of Capt. Jokn Oldkam,
late of %gﬂon. deceafed, are requefled to
exhibit their accounts for fettlement, within
three months from the date herec f~ Ard thofe
indebted to faid Eflate, are defired to qake ms

diate payment 10 |
R QOSEFH DICKSON,

AVID PICKE1T,
" Adminifiraters.

Kl‘ﬂ‘ﬂ;a; (K. C.) 19th New. 18e2+

that arms would not reduce

{ful. People were |




