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UNITED STATES. 

STAMP ACT. 

AN ACT laying Duttes on 

flamped Vellum, Parchment, 

and Paper. 
ct 

] : 
Representatives of the United States 

from and alter the 31ft cay of December 

next, there (hall be levied, colletted 2nd 

paid throughout the United States, the 

8 feveral Stamp Daties following, vie. 
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For every {kin or piece of veilom, or 

parchment, or fheet or piece of paper, 

upon which fhall be written or printed 

any or cither of the inflruments or wri. 

t! following, viz. 
ners ac Dl. Cis. 

For any certificate of natu- 

ralization, —- 5 

Any licence te praltice, or cer- 

tificate of the admiffion, en. 

rolment or regiilry of any 
counfellor, {Olicitor, attorney, 

advocate or proftor, in any 

court of the United Stares, 10. 

Any grant or letters patent un. 

der the Seal or anthority of 
the Uaited States, (except 
for lands granted for military 

fervices) wal 

Asy exemplification, or certifi. 
ed copy or ary (uch graat or 
letters patent, 3 

Any charter party, bottemry, 

or relpondentia band, i 

Any receipt or other difcharge 
for, or on account of any le- 

gacy, ieft by amy will or o- 

ther teiltameatary inflrument; 

or for any fhare or part of a 

perfonal eftate, divided by 

force of any ftatute of diftri. 

bations, the amount whereof 

(hall be abeve the value of 

fitty dollars, aud (all not ex- 

cesd the value of cae hundred 

dollars, 26 

~ Where the amount thereof 

fall exceed the value of one 

hundred dollars, and fhall 

not exceed five hundred dol- 

lars, 50 

— And for every further fom of 

five hundred dollars, the ad- 

ditienal fum of 1 

Any policy of infurance, cr in. 

firument in nature thereof, 

whereby aay fhips, velels 

or goods, going from one Cl. 

firiét to another in the United 

States, or fram the United 

States to any foreign port or 

place, hall be infured, 10 

WL wom 7 

~1f going from one diftril to 

anather in the United States, 

—1f going from the United 

States to any foreign port cr 

place, when the (cm for which 

infurance is made fhall not 

exceed five hundred dollars, 2; 

— And when the fum infored 

hall exceed (ive hundred dol. 

ars, If 

Any exemplification of what 

nature [aever, that hall pals 

the eal of any court, other 

than {uch as it may be the 

du:y of tne clerk of fuch coart 

to {urnith for the wie of the 

{Jzited States ; cr fume pare 

ticulegr State, 50 

v bands, bills, ingle or pe. 

nal, foreign or inland bills of 
exchange, promiffory note, 

- c:her nate for the {ecarnity 

"money, according to the 
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—On all bonds, bills, fingle or D/s.Cts. 

penal, foreign or inland bills 

of exchange, promiflory note, 

or other note, above twenty 

dollars, and not exceeding 

one hundred dcllars, 10 

~— Above one hundred dollars, 

and not exceeding five hun- 

dred dellars, 25 

— Above five hundred and not 

xceeding one thoufand del. 
lars, | 50 

— Above one thouland dollars, 25 

Provided, That it any bonds 
or notes fhall be payable at or 
within fixty days, fuch bonds or 

notes fhall be fubje& to only 
two fifth parts of the duty afore 
(aid 3 And Provided, That notes 
iffued by any of the banks now 
eftablifhed, or which hereafter 

may be eftabiifhed within the 

United States, thal! be fubjeét 
to a duty according to the [ol- 

lowing {cale: viz.— 
On all notes not exceeding fifty 

dollars, at the rate of three. 

fifths ot a cent for every col- 

lar. 
— Above fi'ty dollars, and not 

exceeding one handred dol- 
lars, 50 

— Above one hundred dollars, 

snd not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, | 

— A bove five hundred dollars, 32 
Any proteft or other notorial all, 33 
Any letter 6f attorney, except 

for invalid penfione, or to ob- 
tain or {ell warrants for lands 
granted by the United States 
as bounty for military fervices 

performed in the late war, 23 

Any certificate or debenture for 
drawback of cuftoms or du- 

ties, for lefs thao five hun- 

dred dollars, i 

Any certificate or debenture for 

five hundred dollars, and not 

exceeding two thoufand dol- 

lars, 2 

And on every certificate or de- 

benture for more than two 

thoufand dollars, 3 

Any note or bill of lading, for 

any goods or merchandize 0 
be exported, if from one di- 
fteiét to another diftriét of the 

United States not being in 
the {ame flae, jo 

—1f to be exported to any fo- 

reign port or place, 25 

Any inventory or catalogue of 

any furniture, goods or effects, 

made in any cals required by 

law, (except in cafes of goods 
and chatdes diltrained for 

reat or taxes, and goods tas 

ken in virtue of any legal 

proces by any officer) 50 

Any certificate of a {hare in the 

bank of tae United States, 

or of any [tate, or other bank, 

above twenty dollars, 20d nat 

exceeding one hundred dollars, 10 

— Above cne hundred dollars, 

— And for any certificate for every 

fhare under twenty dollars, at the rate 

of ten cents for one hundred dellars ; 

and the fame for any lefs {um of the 

amount of the fares exprefled in {uch 
certificate, Prev:ded, That nothing 1a 

charge with a duty, any - legicy left 
by any will or other tellamentary 1a. 
ftrument, or any share or partof a 
nerional eilate, to be divided by forge 
of any flarvte of diftributions which 
{hall be left to, or divided among the 

wife, ehildren, or grand children.of 
the perion decealed inteflate ; or 
moking fuch will or teftamentary ine 
firument, or any recognizaace, bill, 

bend, cr o:her obligation or contrell, 
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nited States, or any fate, or for their 
ule refpectively. 
And be it further enafled, That in re- 

{p2ét to any fiamp on any of the notes of 
the banks now ellablithed, or which 
hereafrer may be eftablifhed within the 
United States, 1t (hall be lawful for the 
iecretary of the treafary, to agree to an 

annual compofition for the amount of 
fuch ftamp duiy, with any of the faid 
banks, for one per centum on the a-: 
mount of the annual dividead made by 
fueh banks, to their ftockhalders refpec. 
tively. 
And Fest further ena&led, That sll 

deeds anu writings whatjoever, for the 
payment of sny fum of money, upon 
the contingency of the lofs of any fhip, 
or goods, laden or to be lalen on board 
cf any (hip, or of damage thereto, fhall 
be conllrued and adjudged to be policies 
of infurance, within this a chargeable 
with the feveral rates of daty herein be- 
fore mentioned, 
znd be it further ema@ed, That when 

any vellci, or any goods or merchandize, 
laden or to be laden on board of any 
veflel, fhall be infured, a policy duly 
ftamped fhall be iffued, or made out, 
within the {pace of three days at fartheft ; 
and the infarer or infarers neglecting to 
inake out fuch policy or policies, within 
the time aforefaid, fhall for eit the {um 
of twenty dollars, lor every fuch neglect 
or offence ; and all promiffory notes, or 
other {ecurity made { r affurance of in. 
furances of fhips, goods or merchandizes 
at fea, or going to fea, in lieu of a po- 
licv, are hereby declared woid, 

And be it further enaéted, That every 
dee, inlirumen:, note, memorandum, 
let:érs or other writing, between the 
captain or mailer, or owner of any thip 
or vellcl, and any merchant, trader or 
other perion, in refpe@ to the hire or 
‘rerght of {uch thip or vellel, for convey- 
ance of any money, goods, wares, mer- 
chandize or effets, laden or to be la. 
den on board of {uch fhip or veflel, tall 
be deemed and adjudged to be a charter 
party, 
And Le it further enalled, That every 

receipt for every fum of money, paid in 
whole or in part, of any legacy or fhare 
of perfonal eftate, dillributed as afore- 
aid, in the cafes in which a duty is 
hereby charged, (hall expre(s therein the 
true fum which fhall have been fo paid ; 

. in default of which, as well the perfon or 
perfons by whom the fame fhall have 
been paid, as the perfon or perfons by 
whom the fame fhall have been received, 
(hall feverally forfeit and pay the fum of 
(wenty dollars ; And every receipt in 
full, thall be deemed, for the purpole of 
charging the duties hereby laid, 10 be 
for the entire fum of fuch legacy or fhare 
cf perfonal eitate, unlefs it fhall be made 
to appear, that all fuch part thereof, as 
may oot be exprefle | in {uch receipt in 
full, was, previous thereto, paid, and up- 
on a receip: or receipts, duly marked or 
ftamped, according to the direftions of 
this afl. 
dnd be it further enaded, That every 

couniellor, folicitor, atiorney, proctor or 
advocate, who hath been, or (hall be ad. 
mitted, enroled or regiitered, in any 
court of the United States, before he 
fhall 2t sny time after the faid thirty- 
ft cay of December next, prefecute, 
carry oa, Or defend any attion, fuit or 
proseeding in any court of the United 
States, all take out a certificate of {uch 
admifficn, enrolment or regittry from the 

clerk or prothonotory of the court, gran- 
ting Juch admiffion ; which certificate 

{hal be writien on a piece of vellem, 
parchment or paper, {lamped according 
io- the direfions of this oét ’ aad fucn 

clerk or prothosuiory fhall make entry 
of {uch admiflize, enruiment or regiltry, 
in a bock to be by him kept for that 
parpcie, townich any perlon may at rea. 
- {URal/C L1mts Lave accels, witnget fee or 

reward :=—For which certificate and en. 
try there fhall be paid to {uch clerk or 
prothonotory, by the iupervifor of the 
revenue for the diflri€t wherein fuch 
court fhall be held, the fom of twenty- 
five cents. 

And be it furiber enafed, That the re 
ceiving a certificate as aforefaid in any 
one cf the courts of the United States, 
for any one of the {aid cfiices, fhall be a 

fuficient admiffion in all the courts of 
the fame, tor that or any other of the faid 
offices, fo far as relates (0 dor. of 
the duties impofed by His alt ; any 
thing herein contained (0 the contrary 
notwithitanding. 
And be it further emailed, That the fea 

veral duties aforefaid, (hail be levied, 
collefted, received, and accoented for, 

by and under the immediate direftion 
and management of tke fupervifors and 
inf{pe&ors of the revenue, and other offi- 
cers of infpeétion, fubjelt to the fuperina 
tendence, coniroal and direllion of the 

treafury department according to the 
refpeftive authority and duties of the of« 
ficers thereof. 
And be it farther enalled, That it (hall 

be the duty of the fecretary of the trea- 
fury, to caufe to be provided fo many 
marks and ftamps, differing from each 
other, as (hall correfpond with the feve- 
ral rates of duty aforefaid, ; thatis to 
fay, one mark or Ramp for each diftin& 
rate of duty; with which marks and 
ftamps relpeftively, thall be marked or 
tam ped all vellum, parchment or paper, 
upon which fhall be written, or printed, 
all or any of the feveral inftruments, 
writings, matters and things herein be- 
fore enumerated and charged, according 

to the natore and delcription of each of 
the (aia inflrumnents, writings, matters 
and things as are herein before fpecifi- 
ed and deleribed : which {aid f{everal 
marks aud ftamps fhall be notified by a 
public notification, or adveitifement, to 
be iffued by the fecretary of the treafu- 
ry, and inferted in at lcalt one newfpa- 
per printed in each State, and in the 
Territory North-Weft of the Ohio, and 
for not lefs than three months before the 
{aid thirty firft day of December next, 
to the end that all perfons may bave due 
notice thereof; and which laid marks 
and flamps, or any of them, hall or 
may be altered or renewed from time to 
time, as the faid fecretary of the treafu~ 
ry fhall think fit, {5 as Like public rosi- 
fication thereof be made, for a term 

“not lels than three months, before fuch 
new [lamps or marks fhall begin to be 
uled. %, 
And be it further enafied, ‘That the (4. 

perviiors of the revenue are hereby em- 
powered and required, forthwith upon 
demand to them or any of then, made 
by any perfon or perfons, to ftamp or 
mark any quantities or parcels of vellum, 
parchment or paper (he or they paying 
to the fupervifors of the revenue refpec- 
tively, the refpeftive duties hereby di- 
reted to be paid for the fame) «0 flamp 
and mark the fame sccorcingly, without 
any other fee or reward ; which flamp or 
mark (hall be a fuflicient dilchar,e for 
the feveral and relpeétive duties hereby 
granted upon the {aid vellum, parch- 
ment or paper, which fhall be fo flame. 
ped or marked, | 
And be it further enalfled, That if a. 

ny fupervilor of the revenue (hall fix a. 
ny {uch mark or lamp 0 any vellum, 
parchment or paper, upon fuch requefl 
or demand as afloiefaid, before the feve- 
ral and reipeftive duties thereupon char. 
ged by this aft, fhall be duly anfwered 
and paid, or fecured to be paid, he thall, 
for every {uch offence, foricic ris office, 
together with the fum of five handred 
dollars, 
And be it further cnadled, That if any 

pericu or perfons, thall write or prirt, 
C' cauie 10 be written or printed, upcn 
ary upllamped vellum, parchmes; or 
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