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k EW travellers, who have paffed
through India, omit mentioning the
cruel cuftom of the women publicly
burning themfelvesat the death of their
hufbands, which is faid to be ftill prac-
tifed in fome places, though the Maho-
metans have endeavoured to abolifh 11,
and finétly forbid it ever being per-
formed. A celebrated hiftorian gives
the following account of this cultom:
T'he caule commonly afligned Tor the
origin of this facrifice, (peculiar to the
wives of this nation) 1s, that it was a
law conftituted to put a period toa
wicked pralticc that the Gentoo wives
had of povfoning their huifbands; for
this aflertion we cannot trace the imall-
cft lemblance of truth, and indeed the
known falt, that the faciitfice muft be
voluntary in the woman, refutes that
common miftake. It. has alfo been a
received opinion, that if the wife re-
fules to burn, fhe lofes her caft (or
tnibe) and is ftamped with difgrace and
infamy ; an opinion equally void of
foundation in fat as the other. The
real {tate of the cale is thus circum{tan-
ced : the fArflt wife (for the Gentoo
Jaws allow bigamy, aithough they fre-
quently do not benefit themlelves of
the indulgence, if they have i{lue by
the firll) has it in her choice to burn,
but 1s allowed twenty-four hours in
which to form her relolution, after the
deceafe cf her hufband : if fhe refules,
the nght devolves to the fecond ; if
¢ither, after the expiration of twenty-
four hours, publicly declare before the
Bramins and witneffes, their relolution
to burn, they cannot then retreat, If
they both refule at the expiration of
that time, the worlt confequence that
attends their refulal 15, lying under the
nuputation of being wanting to their
own honour, purification, and the
perity of their family ; for from their
infancy they are inftrufted by the houf-
bhold Bramin (or prielt) to look upon
this cataftrophe as moft glorious to
themielves, and beneficial to their chil.
dren ; the truth is, that the children
of the wife who burns, become thereby
vluflricus, and are fought alter in mar-
rriage by the moft opulent and honour-
ble of thieir caft, and ‘ometimes recei-
ved into a caft fuperior to their own,
When people have lived together to

an advanced age, in mutual aéts of con-
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fidence, fricndthip and afieftion ; the
facrifice a Genteo widow makes of her
e

n (under fuch an alfeting circum-
tance as the lols of friend and hufband)
{vems lels an objeft of wonder; but
when we {ee women in the bloom of
yvouth and beauty ; in the calm poilel-
fion of their realon and underflanding,
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with aflonifhing fortitude {et at naught
the tender confliderations of parents,
ciildien, friends, and the herror and
torments of the death they court, we
caunot refifl viewing fuch an a&t, and
fuch a villtim, with tears of conm.{era-

tion, awe and reverence.

We have been prefent at many of

thele facrifices ; in tome of the victims
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we have oblerved a pitwable dread, tre-
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renentance for their declared refolution
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was now too late to retraft or 1e-
If the {elf doomea victim dif.
wer want of courage and fortitude,
ae1s with gentle force obliged toalcend
3!
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inufic, and the acclamations of the mul-
titude.

dy, calm refolution, and joyous forti-
tude,

The following is 2n inftance which
happenned fome years pait-at the Eaft
India company’s fattory, at Coflfimbu-
rar’s, in the time of Sir Francis Ruflel’s
chiefship; the author and feveral other

fome of whom are now living :

At Gve of the elock, on (he morning
of the 4th of February 1748, dred
Rhaam Chund, a pundit of the Mahah-
rator tribe, aged 28 years; his widow,
for he had but one wife, aged -betwe:=n
leventeen and eighteen, as foon as hie
expired, difdaining to wait the time al
lowed her for refle€tion, immediately |
declared to the Bramins and witncifes
prefent, her refolution to burn ; as the
tamily was of no {mall confideration, all
the merchants of Coffimburar and her

to diffuade her from 1it.
with the tendereft humanity, fent her
leveral meilages to the fame purpofe ;
the infant ftate of her chiidien, 1wo
girls and a boy, the eldelt not four vears
old, and the terrors and pain of the
death {he fought, were painted to her
in the {trongeft and molt lively colour-
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gentleman of the faftory were prefent, |

'bcing drowned amidft the noife of loud } to which fhe had been condu@=d, the

Bramin had made a fmall fire, round

Others we have {een go thro’ : which fhe a2nd the three Bramins fat
this fiery trial with moft amazing, ftea-

for fome minutes; one of them gave
into her hand a leaf of the bale-tree
(the wood comimnonly confecrated to
form part of the fumeral pile) with fun-
diy things on it, which fhe threw into
the fire ; one of the others gave her a
fecond leaf, which the held over the
flame, whillt he dropped three times
fome ghee on it, which melted and fell

| 1oto the fire (thel= two opentions were

relations, left no arguments unefayed |

Lady Ruflel, |

ing—She was deaf to alle={he grateful-
ly thanked Lady Ruffel, and ient her
word (he had now nothing to live for;
but recommended her children o her
protettion. When the torments of
purning were urged to fhake her refo- |
lution, fhe with a refolved and calm
countenance, put her finger in the fire,
and lheld it there 2 confiderabie time :

{he then with one hand put fire in the
palm of the other, fprinkled incenfe
on it, and fumigated the Bramins.
L'he conhideration of her children,
thus left deftitute of both parents, was
again urged to her : fhe repiied, he
that made them would take care of
them,

give her deep affeltion, but foon recol-
le€ting herlelf, fhe told them, death

principles of her caft, the would ftarve
herielf,

The body of the decealed was carried

ames reacn her g

¢ iereams and cries ia the mean time,

down to the water fide early the follow-
ing morming, the widow followed a-

ibout 10 o'clock. accnmpanicd by three

L very

 very principal Bramins, her children,
parents, and relations, and a numerous
concourfe of people. The order of
leave for her burning, did not arrive
until after one, and it was then brought
by one of the Soubah's own officers,
who had orders to {ee that {he burnt
voluntarily, The time they waited
for the order was employed in praying
with the Bramins and walhing in the
Ganges: as foon as it arrived, fhe re-
tired, and ftayed for the {pace of half
an hour, 1n the mid{t of her female re-
lations, amongf{t whom was her mother :
(he then divefted herielf of her biace-
lets and other ornaments, and tyed

them in a cloth, which hung like an |

apron belfore her; the was then con-

She was at laft given to under- |
tand, fhe fhould not be permiited to
burn ; this for a fhort {pace fecmed to |

was in her power ; and that if {he was |
not allowed to burn according to the |
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dutted by her female relations to one !

corner of the pile, on which was an
arched arbour formed of dry fticks,
boughs and leaves, open only at one
end to admit her entrance: in this the
body of the decealed was depofited,
his head at the end oppoiite to the |
opening. At the corner of the ptie,

|
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- pé.atery fymools of her approaching
d:flolution by fire) and whilfk they were
perferming this, the third Bramin read
to her lome portions of the Aughtoriah
Bhade, and afked her fome queltions,
to which fhe avfwered with a fteady
and {ercne countenance, but the noife
was fo great, we could not underftand
what fhe faid, although we were with-
in a yard of her. Thefe over, {he was
led with great {olemnity three times
round the pile, the Bramins reading
before her ; when fthe came the third
time to the {mall fire, here fhe took
her rings off her toes and fingers, and
put them to her other ornaments; here
{he took 2 fclemn, mijeftic leave of her
children, parents, and relations; afier
which one of the Bramins dipped &
large wick of cotton in fome ghcc, gave
it ready lighted into her hand, and led
hei o the open {ide of the arbour ; there
all the Bramins fell at her feet, after
foe had blefled them, they retired
weeping § by (wo fteps, fhe alcended
the pile, and entered the aibour ; on
her entrance fhe made a profound re-
verence at the fect of the decealed, and
advanced and {cated herlelf by his head ;
fhe looked in filent meditation on his
face for the ipace of a minute, then fet
fire 1o the arbour in three places ; ob-
ferving that fhe had f{et fire to the lee-
ward, and that the flames blew from
ber, inftantiy {eeing her error, fhe role
and fet fire to the windward, and re-
lumed her {tation ; enfign Duniel, with
his cane, feparated the grais and leaves
on the windward f{ide, by which means
we had a diftinét view of her as {he fat.
With what digaity and undaunted
countenance (he i3t fite to the pilethe
lat time, and aflumed her f{eat, can
ouly be ctonceived, for word cannot
convey a juft idea of her. "The pile
being of combulitible materials, the roof
was prefently confumed, and it tumbled
upon her,
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FOR SALE,
AN Exceilent Tratt of Land lying
on the Northwelterly branch of
the River Oromctio, in the County of
Sunbury 3 containing four hundred and
hifiy acres of goed Inicrvale and Upland,
being one half of 2 Tra& formerly be-
longing to Do&tor dmbrofe Sharman—on
which is the moit commodicus place for
eretting Miligof any now uncccupied in
the Province, with a {ufficiency of wa.
ter atall {calons, and pienty of fine Tim.
beradjacent— Allo, 2 very valuable Her-
nng Fifhery, where thoulands of bariel.
mav bz taken in alealon,

For particulars enquire of Israzs
Pirrey, Eiquire, at Maugerville, or of
Wirtrian Bucuanxan the proprie-
tor, necar Saint Andrews,

N. B.

The above Land will be {old

entire, or one half oaly, as may befd ac- {

commodate the Yurchaler,
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W BLANKS of various kinds may be
had &t tiwi Of ce,

H

BE TAKEN 1M, AND EVERY ATTENTIONX PAIDTO THESE CORRESPONDENGC

Will be Sold Low,
By the Piece or PAckaGEy

A handsome affortment of

9D 2y jooa/d & ﬁzoccz/ed o

Imported for account of the late Enze
NEZER PuTwan, Esq.—Applyto
JAMES CODNER, or
ANDREW CROOKSHANK,
June 15. Adminiftntors,
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Has received by the Ship Crow-Isre,
and Brig SMyaxa from London, -
A VARIETY OF
MERCHANDIZE,
Confilting of

RINTED ca- | Window glals ang

licoes & chint- |  nails,
zes, Paints and oilg
Shawls and bhand- | Spicery,
kerchiefs, Sazitpetre,
Copper plate and | Loaf lugar,
chintz furniture, | Hylon,
4-4 & ""-8 lﬂfh L1- 5H'-‘.C}‘s(;‘-2‘.". .
ncns,' | Green mba Teige
Ruffiaand Englifh | Bohea
{heetings, Prmento,
Raven’s duck and | Pepper,
OZNADUTES, M uKa:d,
Table cloths and | Ginger,
towelling, Figs, almonds and
Checks & 1lripes, nnl'ms,
Bandanna & prin- | Carraway feed,
ted handkerchfs, | Capers,
Bivith and India | Florence oil in
muflins, flalks,
Cambrics & lawns, | Vinegar,
Ladies’ Morccco | Soap, ftarch and
{hoes and landals, | blue,
Sadlery, Madeira; Sherry,
Ironmongery, Lifbon and Port
Hardware and cut- | Wines in pipes
lery, and quarter-cafks,
Powder and fhot, and by the gallon,

g~

JUST ARRIVED

IN the Sloop Susanna, from Famaica,
and for Sale on the moft reasonable
Terms-—a Cargo of RUM, SUGAR,
PIMENTQ, GINGER, and a small
quantity of TAMARICK. Enguire

of Fames Codner, or
Andrewo Crookjhank,

Saint Fohn, Sept. 14, [¢.c.]

TO BE SOLD,

HOUSE and Lot

of Land, conlil-
ting of 500 Acres, fi-
tuzte on the River St
John, and about five
miles below the Prels
quc il &ranifon.~There 18 25 acres of
excellent intervale, f{everal acres ot
which are cleared and fit for ploughing,
- I mmediate pollcthon will be given,

and {ix months credit, Apply to
JAMES H. LAMB.
Frederiton, May 10, 1798,
o
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R B bl e M O
LL Perfons having Demands a-
o ' s M y .
i gainft the Eftate of the late Gire
HaRDUSs CLowes, E:quire, of Mauger-
ville, deceased, are defired to exhibit

theamn properly attellsd to within Twelve
Months - and all thofe indebted to the
sard Filate are requeited to make imme-
diate payment to
THOMAS HORSFIELD,
RICHARD CARMAN,
EXECUTORS,

5-“'\‘“ J‘-‘hn; 2Gh Ok uer, 1738.,




