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. when lhci

'thoufands
“the earth was firewed with their dead bodies and while the
“flames afcended from the once happy dwellings of this vali-
ant and innocent people, the hard-earned and long-preferved
hberues of Switzerland expired. |

“the French in 1996 and 1%798. Thefe, invafions were at-
“tended with crimes too atrocious to be credited, were they
{ mot proved by indifputable evidence, and did they not accord
i with the general pratiice of the inhuman wretches by whom

wof oppreflion and cruelty, we muft recollet, that
perpetrated upon a people, who had made no refiftance of
rany fort aganil the 1avaders, and who in every inftance
had entered into an agreement with the French Generals, '
‘10 pay them great fums of money, in order to preferve their
,eovppry from plunder.
thas rung from the people,
. proclamation, that the perfons and pro
tants fhould be {lniétly
difturbed.  On thefe affurances, thus folemnly
credulous le all implicitly selied while fome of the
- poorer chg':?
their deliverers from taxes and labour,
ever, had the invafion taken place, no fooner had the French
become maflers of the country, than they fpread themfelves
over it like beafls of prey, deveuring and deflroying every
, thing before them. They fpard,x:;uher cities nor towns,
.= .meither villages nor hamlets, nor fi

7, . ?w,;& b %, ‘ e M v ’v '
every soutry in Europe have been the fcenes of French |
ine, in cruelty.  Holland, formerly the feac of | th

Aot to ‘pieces by fatli

~ -of the people, but for the favour of

"By foreign anms
" and that nationr'its ancient and 1
the p«

ear to thefe artful and

the Palace. But,
city; like the hail and the
foof, and the gilded dome. The

fortune to preferve their lives,

end at once to their toils and their exifence.

In Switzerland, where high rank and great riches were
tinknown, where men were nearer upon an equality than in
fny other country in the world ; in a country having no

_tommerce, {carcely any manufaétures, and pofle{ling few of
the_fources of wezlth and diftinétion : a country of thepherds
~and labourers ; a country which might be truly faid to con-
“war
3 Yet did the French
~$ind a pretexi for war wuh this poor and harmlefs race, and
Jor-invading and laying wafle their territory, The Swifs*

from their anxiety to preferve peace, confented to every fa-

tain a pation of poor men ; in fuch a country
2o Palaces” feemed ufelefs and abfurd,

to cry

crifice demanded of them by France, they expofed them-

Yelves to the hoflility of other nations, by fending away the |

ambafadors of thofe nations ; they broke off their connetii-
en with fome of their moft powerful allies ; they banithed

the loyal fubjeéls of their ancient proteftor the King of

France, men whom the ties of gratitude and the laws of hof-
puzlicy bound them to cherith; and when they had thus
exhaulled the fource of conceffion, when they could grant no
more, becaufe France could find nothing more to demand ;
when they had humbled themfelves ip the duft, and degra-
ded the charaéter of their country in the eyes of all Eu roft;

had thus done and {uffered, rather than fee their
country the fcene of war, then did the French invade their
“territory, then did thefe refllefs diftuibers of the world march
an army into xc heart of Switzerland, in order to compel
the people to change the pature and the form of their go-
vernment, dnd to commit it to the hands of traitors, who

bad 'been chofen by France, and by the affiflance of whofe

treachery the French invafion had been effeéied.

Afier having by means of an armiflice, joined to the moft
folemn promife of refpeét for perfons and property, lulled

“the people into a flate of imaginmary fecurity, the armiftice
was broken, and the French pufhed on their forces, when,
‘thoie of the Swifs were difperfed. Refiflance on the pant

©f the latier, whofe numbers did not amount to a tenth of
thofe of their flagitious enemy, now became hopelefs ; and
though the little army was brave, though the people were

“faithtul and aélive, though the lafl batde was long, obflinate
and bioody ; though the Swifs achieved wonders, and though
-the women fought by the Gdes of theéir hufbands, inciting

them to vittory or death, all was in vain; bhundreds and
perilbéd by the fabres of the French, and while

Germany, which clofes this awful Jeffon, was invaded by

ot ,
-, freedom, commerce, induflry, and afluence, prefents at this
. ‘wiomnt, the fad fpetlacle of a country aevu.:* :
conténding, mot fo}.z {uffrages
| of France ; a country go-
‘veined by the baughty mandates of a foreign power; awed
‘ rlml£n$ the remains of its wealth, together
with the relidue of s military and naval means, in conflant
readifiels to be difpofed of in the fervice of another nation,
s e enemy, and now
_its inexorable oppreffor.. When the French armies entered
N dn territories of - Holland, their u:ouo was, ¢ ”'zzrdtolz'ze
. Palace, but pease to the Cottage.’ came to deliver
le from their rulers, :id ﬁan’lm burthens which
ole rulers impofed. * The Dutch, like the Italians, lent an
perfidious detlarations, believing that
their coitages would be fpared, and careles of the fate of
alas! they foon found, that French rapa-
imdcr; féll alike on the thatched

nfl ifelf,

palaces once feized on,
the couages foon followed ; while all thofe who ¥ere found
in the intermediate fpace, the merchant, the manufa&urer,
the farmer, and the tradefiman, were funk in one commen
suin ; happy, if, by the lofs of their property, they had the”
Bonaparte 1s, mdeed,
now, not only the fovereign of the country, not only does
he exercife the powers of dominion, but he'is, as to every
pratlical effeft, the mafler and the owner of 2i! the proper-
ty, and of all tbe-pcoplc m Holland, . Thefe mi.ferab!e bc-
ings poffels nothing of their own ; they can acquire nothing
with the hope of enjoying, or bequeathing it ; they can make | &
no provifion for the weaknefs of difeafe, the fecblenels of |*elde
old age. or the heipleflnefs of infancy ; they are, the mere
pohiucal drudges of a hard-hearted tyrant, who.fuffcrs them #
to live, only while their labours adminifigr to his projefls of | I
ambition, and who, when his purpofes demand it, putsan

ney. The deepelt and moﬁ apparent poveriy &
tection agzinﬁ their rapacity 3 grey hairs 2t *
Y} the fiok) the dying, vialcope o1
expofed to the moft barbarousitass M 3
beds, kicked, wounded, ag &f uen
tence that they wisrettheliiee

The (“ms: i 'P" 2C €a
drove uﬂ', 1 _‘ ! y " o

tilation ; eorn, Hay

levellgd the fences. In“many places the &
clotewwthé,bwlu of the neople, fet their l
A% the “cellar, burnt their provifions to. alhe

the dar

-
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fee diferiminate robbiery, of facnlege and blafpt

-y g todefcribe. 'Towards women of all ages
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{8 nor deformity; nor the moft
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flow-
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hw Romith or Pme&am,.hrbﬁ;
iy and
ecoditions, they were guilty of bratality never before
| . ; neither

loathfome difeafe:

-
-

par P.‘f labout, nor the ‘.‘oniﬁ of death could

iirain then 3 ories, tears, fupplications were of no avail ;

Jubfailed 10 clofe the horrible feene, To
iger, to introduce mifery and di

‘;.:’ and

Ml objells of their direll malignitys againlt them was | i, O WPV B WIN
| pfbarpeft bagoness ;' for their bodies the choicell | Portugal appears to have approached the crifis of het
sat, for their minds the keene  anguifh was referved ; face ; her relation to the two Bell: ‘
nd of the <o j’- . toithe other, we race the mer- | Weak neutrality, affords her litile protetion
cilefs Fiffians Srouh il of copflagration and blood ; | vage d“fp‘? ment. 1
frequently susufee thetih ulthering  whole families, ang bound
. SRR T A | TN W LT 58
[lﬂng by " ,4 . > “:)L ’*. ‘;ﬁ B & ‘ﬁt ;\ ‘W ~ % Y
the poor alone, dg etof the | 1 wi

parents for the | ”
children fhriek amidt"the 1

Such are the barbariticf Wil liave DSl n
other nations. The recolleflighel ¥ $\’; ne
faced ; the melancholy flory willbe § down

v . . ¢ o ﬂ'*i' 'i' ‘
neration to generation, to the everlafling iiamy of

were committed, In adverting to thefe deteflable aéls
were

In confequence of the ranfom,
the inv:zcrs declared, by public
of the inhabi- |
refpefied ; and that their nghts,
laws, and religion fhould remain inviolate and un-
made;, the

French, not as encmies, but as

e
No fooner, how- H

property woidd remain unfeized
would cfcaPe violence of fome kind or other. Such of our
manufitiories. as are moveable, they would tranfport 1o
France, together with the moft ingenious of the manufaéty.
rers, whofe wives and children would be lef: to flarve, Our
thips would follow the fame courfe, with all the commerce
and commercial means of the kingdom,

us of every thing, even to the flouteft of our fons, and the
mofl beautiful of our daughters,

would eflablifh and exercife a ¢
never before witneffed. Al the
the mines, all the land and the houfes,

H‘;zim;;, all the remaing manufafiories, and the work-{hops,
of ev

| eft; all chefe they would bring over Frenchwmen to
miagking us their
us from uniting and rifing againfl them,
every town and willage

tary houfes; from the

devour all the beft pant
us not half a fufEciency of bread,
introduce their own bloody laws, with add;
They would divide us into {eparate claffes ; hem us
dsln&s i cutoff all communication between friends 2
lauions, parents and children, which latter they ‘would breed
up in their own bhfphcmou‘principla.;

now preparing to invade : awful, indeed, is the warning,
and if we defpife it, tremendous will be the judgment, The
fame generals, the fame commiffartes, the fame officers, the
fame foldiers, the very fame rapacious and {anguinary hoft,
that now hold Holtand and Switzerland in chains, that de-
folated Egypt, Italy and Germany, are, at ithis moment,
preparing to make England, Ircland, and Scotland the
fcenes of their atrocrties. For iome time paft, they have
had little opportunity to plunder: Peace, for a while fuf-
pended their devaflations, and now, like gaunt and hungry
wolves, they are looking towards the rich paftures of By,
tain; Already we hear their threatening howl; and if|
hke ﬂ)ccp, we fland bleating for mercy, neither our inno-
cence nor our timiduiy will fave us from being torn to pieces
and devoured, The robberies, the barbarities, the brutali-
ties they have committed in other countries, though; at the
thought of them, the heart finks and the blood runs cold,
will 8be mere trifles to what they will commit here, if we
fuffer them to triumph over us. ~ The Swifs and the Sua-
bians were never objecls of their envy ; thev were never
the rivals of Frenchmen, either on the Jand or on the fea s
they had never difconcerted or checked "their. ambitious
projetis, never humbled their pride, never defeated either
their armies or their fleets,—

We have been and we have done ali this : They have long
entertamned againft us a hatred engendered by the mixture

.of envy and of fear ; and thcz are now about to make a gieat

and' defperate effort to graufy this furious, this unquencha-
ble, this deadly hatred. What, then, can we expect at
their hands? What bue torments, even {urpaffing thofe
which they have inflicted op other nations. They remain.-

ed but three months in Germany ; here they would remain

for ever; there, theif extorsons, and their atrocities were
for want, of ime, confined to a part of the people; here
they would be univerfal : ‘No fort, no part, no parucle of
; Do man, womén or child

Having {lnpped

over all that remained they
yranny, fuch as the world
eftaes, all the farms, all
all the thops and ma-

ery kind and defcription, from the greatefl to the fmall-

poflels;
To prevent
they would crowd

with their o utal {oldiers, who weuld
of the produce-of the earth, leaving
would, befides,

: feveriues,
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fervants and their labourers,

upon us, mark us in the cheek, thay

our ears, or clothe us in the habit
{ubais 10 mifery 2nd degradation
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publicans of France and as an awful warning to alf” thofe
nations whom they may hereafier attempt to invade. We'l§
are ome of thofe nations; we are the roplc whom they are

“hufbauds, or brothers interfered, murder : .
R SN T {pread naked - glorious conteft,
ks, feems to have been their uniform defire ; but the

ders of the people, the-artizans and the labourers,
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on the fide of England,
tempt (hp rapacity of
greater.  Port
chandize, o
ally ; but the commercial

tack, and within rthat of Enghith protettions Whether Spai
will remain neutral, or to

Portngal, the would equaliy ex
and 2 greater fhare, " oy
own American colonies,

- | " - * ; ”5."";‘.*7 - o
from them a difeovery of their ittle pittance of eady |

cannot in Et‘l {pace s of ﬁmg have ¢ (o deteflab}
degeneraie:’ We have the flrength and the will to tepef g

flility; to chaflife the infolence of the foe, Miirhe
deed, mufl be our

‘now attrafts the eyes and the of

“with the thouts of the unis '
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Spain and the Firglul are equally unwilling (T
ould be throwy

the rich American colonies of the former fh
into the rifk of a war; théy jullly dread the vifie of s
Englith fleetin the parts of Peru and Mexico ; the conqueft

of Egypt has taught them to rely little upon diftance, ob.

noxious climate, and fuch fortreffes as
may have raifed in South America. As long as Spain
maintains her prefent neutrality, weak as it certainly 1s, hep
colontes are fafe. The law. of nations, according to Enghfy
conflruéion, as well as our laws of trealon, requires an
overt at as a caufe of war; we are not accuflomed to draw
the fword upon fufpicion, or, from local and vais mieta
pretations of doubtful aéls into a's of hoftility, givecome
mencement (o an evil of fo dreaded an extent.

The American Colonies are thus protetied for the'piee
fent, and England is under a fimilar difadvantage with
France, that of having no objett of attack. Like the Firk
Conful we are compelled to keep up our armies and navies
with the utmofl prodigality of expence, to undergo all the
burthens of 2 war without the confolation of the (poul, and
to aﬂ;xmc the attitnde of hoflihty without firiking a blow.

The umon of Spain with the Firf} Conful, in his war
agail England, could be of no fervice to the latter ; on the
contrary, by throwing fo many rich priges at the mercy of
our fleets, 1t mufl give us what we o much with, objectsof
victory, at lealt of attack, and fomething towards the pay-
ment of our expences, Bonaparte, therefore can pever
delire this union, except from fome Gther advantage {uffei.
cntlx great for a counterpotfe, The aliflance which SP)IO
could afford him towards the conquefl of Portugal, is not of |
this value, In the firfl place, he does not want fuch afhfl.

ance, for unhappily, Port.ugal can aﬂmd uocﬂ'c&mlra-
fiflance againft “the French' arms Nor s Portugal, that |

Spanith Engineers

[

part of 1t at leafl. which the Firft :Conful wounld feize, of |
as to inducehim 1o incyr the ritk of &
prize of Englasd ; for we §
Englend would thus feek 2 double ead, 7

fuch value 1o him,
South America becoming the
may reft affured that

that of punithing the faife neutrality of Spain and counters §

b3‘3"Ci"g the French acquifition bv one ufcquivalcm valee, 3

!n a word, what can be the value of Portugal to France?
This value mufl be of wo kinds, either intrinfic value in

the conquefl, itfelf, or an extrinfic 6ne, as being fo much
mk;: from England. Wi regard to the Jormer, the
richer

part of the dominion of the crown of Poriugal, the
Brauls, they are happily beyond the reach of French at-

albft France in the contefl of
£ a fhare in che fpoil;

as the would thus Bave endangered her |

With fuch deduéi and coun:erbdahcing advantages

1s Portugal 2 fufficent prize O F
Its value as a ¢ ny
is the mast of fome of our richeft mer- ¢
aad has been long our ancient and much-Joved ;
Euxh;l;mt&rfc of the kin is of
gt ; 0 it is a bepefis, to gl 2
he e h; but the latter,

efforts, but mighty &lfo is the meed,.
Singly engaged againil the tg‘nnw‘o\f the eatth, ‘Britain .

onquelt from England is doubilels fir: |
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