
¢* HOUSE OF COMMONS, Max'¥y. ./ 
MEDIATION OF RUSSIA ( 

MR, PITT faid he ccrainly did not mean to tro
uble 

“the Houfe for more than a.fingle moment. He rofe 

only’ fo flats Achst he hoped on the ptefent oceafion, and to 

obferve that for the firfl time 1n the recolleftion of any who 

heard him, for at lealt a long petiod of years in that Houfe
, 

there was very. little redfon to {uppofe, although the fubjett 

was moll important, there was any real or radical difference 

of opintdn he ‘vole, he fiid, 10 expres “a hope ‘thar the 

Houfe would nct be brought to 2 wifion on the Hon. 

Member's propofition, whatever the Houle mi ht th
ink of 

1He propricty of the Motion as an Addrefs of dvice to His 

Maelly., He pérfedlly agreed withthe Hon. Gentleman 

in much of what he had exprefled ; in moft of the general 

ptinciplés laid down by him he was perfectly ready to con- 

cut.— He had ‘heard that Hon. Gentleman wich infinite 

fatisFaétion : and that fatisfaétion had been greatly increafed 

by hearing from his Noble Fiend fo much approbation of 

fuch principles, ‘and which Igft no room to*doubt, that in 

the judginent of Governmént {who in the firfl inftance, had 

conllitufionally the duty of advifing His Majefly) thefe 

principles ought to ‘be their guide, and that no opportunity 

of ating upon’ them would ve loft. As to the principles 

themfelves, it would be firange indeed if he had any unyii- 

tingnels 10 avoW them. They were the principles, which 

in the bef past of the Hiflory of our Country, had been 

applied ‘to eur fifudtion, of the moft important occalions ; 

principles which had fo often contributed to our protection, 

or the protection of our Country, and alfo a fuccefsful re- 

fitence againft encroachments, againfl principles which had 

been upheld in oppofition to France fo frequently, upon 

poiits of National Rivalry, that they had led us to confi- 

der that Nation almoft as a natural enemy ; principles which 

are deemed to be liberal and prudent upon all occafions, 

ever fince this country interfered with effet in the affairs 

of the Continent; principles which led to us to watch the- 

power which threatened, in the firft place, the indepen- 

dence of Europe; and, fecondly, conneéted with the hrlt, 

the fecurnty Gren Bri principles which he had 

often maintained, and in which he had often the misfortune 

to be oppofed by that Hon. Gentleman, with a zeal and 

vebemence which he was happy to find he did not now 

employ, but ufed arguments which amounted almoft to con- 

tradition of his former fpeeches; but he molt fincerely re- 

joiced that thefe principles were adopted by that Hon, 

Gentleman, for they ‘certainly were the principles which 

had contributed moft to the eflablifhment of the charatter of 

this Country, and were the foundation of its greatnefs, as 

Sppeared in feveral periods of its hiftory, but never more 

confpicuoufly than in the lat War, They were principles 

{o deeply rooted in his mind, that it was not until the mo- 

feparately 

in lamenting. 

ent he had defpaired of any further continental connec- 

tion, that he thought it would be fitting to look for werms 

of feparate pacification. They were principles on which 1t 

was be to judge of the Government of which he had made 

a part, when it became often his duty to fubmit to the 

Houfe expenfive and great {ubfidies, on which the interells 

of this country were hagarded, and in fome inftances almét 

facrificed to Ze idea of general fecurity to be obtained, not 

by a queflion of terms-or expence as to England, but with 

a general view of feeunty to the continent, They were 

the principles which led him to believe, that when he had 

no longer a charice of obtaining the beft means of fecunty, 

of rendering Europe fafc againfl the ambition manifefled 

by Fiance, we were juftilied in looking for fecuuty for 

ourfelves alone, and which fatisfied him that when we were 

making terms for ourlelves alone, that we were more at 

liberty to make concellions calculated to prevent the evils 

of protrafted war, than when our interefls were involved 

with thofe of an ally. He was anxious to fpeak fincerely 

upon the points, and he declared it was not for the purpofe 

of referring to thofe times when differences fubfified be- 

tween him and the Hon. Gentleman upon thefe f{ubjefis, 

or with any with to renew the difcuflions upon them at 

prefent, but he trufled that the country would, upon this 
occafion, have the benefit of the authonty of the Hon. 
Gentleman, to filence thofe who, pulbing his arguments to 

extremes, yet fheltering themfelves under his authonty, 

declaimed againft the impropriety and 1mpolicy, at any 

time, or under any. circumflances, of making Baufh facn- 

fices for continental purpofes. He did not mean to con- 

tend that continental connections would juftify us in always 
interfering in _the events which occurred on the continent, 

but on the other hand, he was fure he fhould not be con- 
tradifled, when he afferted that no great and effential change 

~ could take place in the relative fituation of the powers on 
the continent the effects of which would not be matenal to 
Great-Britain, It, however, by no means followed from 

that pofition, that we were bound, with our own feparate 

force, to refift the aggrelhons againft other States, or ta 
avenge their wrongs, if other powers did not feel themfelves 

bound by intereft or mclination to join us: but it did fol- 

low, that whether we were enjoying the advantages of 

peace, or engaged in the profecution wai; whether we 
were negociating for the purpofe of pen tBg a war, or for 

the purpofe of concluding a peace, that it muft be the duty 

of Government, when they faw a favourable opporttinity, 
to avail them{elves of the difpofition of great and refpeétable 
Continental Powers, and to a& in concertgwith them for the 

attainment of thofe objets. 
~The Hon. Gentleman had properly #flained from in 

_any degree detailing his view of the application of this Me- 

_diation to the principal objet in difpute. He was glad that 
| entleinan had done fo, and he would adhere to. 

He only withed to fay, what perhaps might 

| application of the Continental 
Hon, Gentleman, and that he 
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able*grounds., But after the experience that “we ’ 

that without-any fault of our own, without 

from the Treaties we Wad made, withcat any REE 00 
engagement into which ‘we had ‘entered, we wight 21 oo 

left to ftruggle alope with France, ppon our own, fe mb 

and upon ‘our own means—If we did’ know, by cie
ar bo 

dence, of the -hoftile views of France againit us, and that 

we had at the fame time in our hands the means of refifling 

that particular ‘danger, it would become us to know, that 

what we received as a fubflitute for it fhould be great and 

fufficient indeed, before we fuffered a doubt 
to arile in our 

minds uporr the fubjeft—before we parted with that fecur:ty 

which Britifh valour had gained, and’ which it only required 

Britith prudence and perfeverance to retaa. 
By the ac- 

sifition of alliances on the Continent, we fhould always quifitio oF 

gain an acceffion of power, but at the fame time, he could 

Lot give up folid and feparate fecunty for Continental Al- 

lances. He thought it neceffary to make thele diftinctions, | 

that we might not at once adopt thofe opinions which had 

begun to be prevalent mn the minds of {ome perfons, viz. 

that we ought at once to abandon continental connettions 

altogether, but he was equally anxious to avoid the contrary 

extreme, and that we fhould not indulge prematurely in the
 

dream looking on the contigent for the {ecurity, on points 

in which the continent was not concerned. 

On the points in which the interells of ihe continent were 

not involved, our own intetefl., onr own fecunty, mull be 

profecuted and ‘maintained wi h vigor and with firmnels, 

unlefs ws were “content to be reduced as low in rank and 

power as fome flates, whofe (ituation every one concurred 

This fubject might be carried much farther, 

and many obfervations upon it naturally fuggafled them-, 

{elves to his mind ; but he would not now trefpals aay lon. 

ger upon the Houle, Le. au'c he had fet out with decianing 

that he would not occupy much of their time, and becaufe, 

upon general principies. there appeared to be no difference 

of opinion. Feeling therefore the juftice of the principles, 

which the lon. Gentleman had in his mind, and which he 

had urged upon this occafion, he was inclined to hops that 

he would not perfevere in prefling his motion, becaufe in 

that cafe one of the two things muft happen, if it fhould be 

rejefted, or if the previous queltion fhould be put upon it 

(which he fhould think the more confcnant to the rules of 

Parliamentary proceeding.) it might be a {ubjet: of mifcon- 

frution elfewhere, and 1t might be fad, ¢ you were leis 

anxious than France for the eltablithment of a fy{tem which 

afforded the befl profpett for maintaining the fecurity of 

Europe.” If,-on the other hand, the motion fhould be 

carried, great weight would neceflarily refult from 1ts being 

a vote of the Houfe of Commons, and, befides unhinging 

the public mind, it would make that appear to be a forced 

meafure, which would certainly have more effect 1f 1t came 

as a voluntary Act of Government. 

(he hoped) at all times, exercife the conflitutional night 

which it poffeed over thefe {ubjects ; but cafes of war and 

negociation (unlefs’ where there were grounds to {pect 

abufe) ought to be left to Minifters, with that re{ponfibility 

necellarily attached to their fituation, Upon thefe grounds 

he hoped the Hon. Gentleman would not perfilt 14 his motion, 

4. that this, country ou
ght not to 

Mr. Fox fad, he was forry the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had referred to topics which included: the fentiments 
maintained by each of them in the latg/war: the difcu'lion 
he had no inclination to renew, but An the courfe of which 
he believed he had not H=cn fo fftunate as to be well un- 

derflood. He had been of opfaion in that war, not that 

we fhould have no Continental Alliances, but that our Con- 

tinental Alliances in the laft war had been mifapplied ; and 
of that opinion was the Right Hon. Gentleman at the con- 

clufion of the war, whea we were left without Allies. He 
did not affeft any fupertor {agacity, but he happened to be 
two or three years beforehand with the Right Hon, Gen- 
tleman in opinion upon that fubjeft, He fupported the 
Treaty of Amiens, on the principle ¢hat the events of the 
war, and the injudicious principles of the war, had produced 
the effet of making cur influence on the Conunent ablo. 

lutely void: he - it neceifary to fay this, in anfwer 

to the obfervations uty Right Hon. Gentleman, As to 

the obje®t of fecurity to be taken for the continuance of 

peace, he forelaw a good deal of difference between the 

Right Hon. Gentleman and himfelf, and therefore when a 

Treaty of Peace came to be offered, that would be matter 

for difcuffion. On the value of the fecurity when offered, 
the mode to jude would be by companfon, what we facni- 
ficed with the fecunity we received. | 

Having faid this upon the two eneral topics introduced 

by the Right Hon, Gentleman, be could affure him and 
the Houfe, that he had no with for a divifion ; but notwith. 

ftanding that difpolition of his to give way, he did not know, 

how far he might not be driven to it by the courfe which 
might be followed by the Noble Lord. He confidered the 
right of the Houfe of Commons, to advife the Executive 
Power upon all {ubjefts of public policy, to be fuch as not 
to be even fo much as difputed. He did not charge Mini. 
fles with any negligence of their duty, but all he under- 
flood was, that a mediation had been offered ; now it was 
equal fo him whether that mediation was accepted or was 
zbout to be accepied if he heard from the Noble Lord there 
was any difpofitzon to accept of that mediation of the Em. 
peror of R at this moment, be thould withdraw his mo- 
tion, but otherwife he would not very well confent 10 that 
courfe, “As to ushinging the public mind, 1 was needlefs 

Sleds ie was now ‘doi 
pad het wifi than that cheediation wight be dopted; 

(o-imfportait, hat he 

might Be es 0 nop od be Bi 

1 

this continent, ON the 

any departure 

farlure of the 

all 

offered by his Impenal Majeity. 

“called 1 in that {enfe 

he undei cod it nuw, 

with a view to be offered by 

Parliament would, } 

-advife His" Majefty to withhold any 

be the effect of what he was now ‘doing, Hs 

y 

 becaufe be had nd!doubf it would b¢'effeétsal, © On the (ub. 
fie a of the war Be fhobld ut enter, becaule nothing could 
be offered -but gencral arguments-on the flate of Europe : 

Bat as to the hopes of mediation the Houfe was 
agreed, he 

believed, that if 1t.be but a vifion, it-was a vifion which 

we all wifhed to {es realized. 
He admitted that the media. 

jon did not fecure tous an objet, but would 
certainly fur. 

ther the chance of gaining wt; and therefore he had no with 

for a divifion, if he was given to underftand that the med
ia. 

tion would Be accepted. The Noble Lord flated, that the 

ropofition of the Ruffian Minifter had been communicated, 

and that was a great deal. Whoever looked at this matter, 

and faw how the propofition of accommodation was made 

‘on the part of Rauffia, would be led to wilh that, it had no
t 

been made by the one and avoided by the other of th
e par. 

tes. 1f, inftead of beng flated by _the Englilh Ambala. 

dor to the French Amballador, or by ge French Ambaffa.
 

dor to the Engilth, 1t had been flated to each of them by 

Count Markoff at Pans, or Count Woeronzow in London
, 

the Negociation would not have taken the turn it did; of 

that he was perfeétly fure, He did not know why that 

propofition for the mediation of Rufhia fhould not, even now, 

be adopted. He did not know how far French accounts 

might be depended upon, bat they certainly did {late the dif. ~ 

pofition of His Impeiial Majefty the Emperor of Ruflia to 

offer his mediation, in a mach broader: way than any thing 

we had heard of in London, - If the Noble Lord gave har 

Turance that the mediation would be accepted, he fhould 

withdraw his Motion. It might be faid, that if he iad no 

doubt of the difpofition of His Majelly’s Miniflers, why 

| thould he bring forward fuch a motion as this? Why did 

ke not confide in them? ; 

To which he would anfwer, that although he had no idea 

it wonld fo happen, yet 1 mght happen that the advantage 

of the mediation now offered might be loft, and loft by the 

fault of Minifters, a lofs that would be irreparable; and then 

he would have to reproach himfelf for not calling upon the 

Houfe of Commons to agtmonith Miniflers todo their duty 

by availing themfelves of this moft propitious offer, Infor. 

mation whether this mediation would be accepted or not, was 

all he defired, in the firft inftance, and what he defired much: 

more than he {hould fuccefs to his motion in the fecond.— 

He was happy alfo to oblerve, that whatever variety of opi- 

nion there might be in the Houfe on fome topics; they were 

agreed on this, 
Lord Hawkefbury rofe to explain. Te fad that with 

regard to the mediation of which the Hon. Gentleman had 

fpcken, and the way mn which it came to His Majefty’s 

Minifter between London and Pars, and the {late of things 

at the time, made it impoflible for Minifters to be acquarnt- 

ed with the nature of the mediation immediately after it was 

Certainly the {enfe in 

which he underflood the mediation, it was of the flighteft 

{pecies of allurance of mediation, if indeed 1t could be fo 

he underflood it then, and in that {fenfe 

| His Lordfhip then fated the con. 

tents of the communication, to the following effett:—¢ The 

Cabinet of St, Peterfburgh, though there appeared a reluc- 

tance m the'two parties, offer mediation, which was meant 

the Minifter in London and 

Paris, to give you the athitance you may defire, and the 

Emperor will be ready to exert his good ofhces to adjuil 

the points in difpute between the two countries,’ — Under 

thele circumflances, the mediation being fo general and fo 

loofe, and coming at fuch a moment, His Majelly’s Go- 

vernment thought they had no alternative, than to fay they 

had flated the terms on which they were ready to continue. 

at peace, and probably at this time that Lord Whitworth 

had left Paris; and therefore looking at that intervention, 

(whatever effect it might have at the beginning) it being fo 

general, and coming at fuch a time, and being fo loofe. it 

was in the judgment of His Majefty’s Minifters inad mt fTa- 

ble ; but at the fame time they had no difpofition to con- 

ceal from the Government of St. Peterfburgh, or from the 

Houfe of Commons, that they are .ready to enter into any 

explanation to the Government relative to the difference be- 

tween this country and France, and to concert means that 

may lead to the reftoration of peace as foon as poflsbley] 

Mr. Fox, ¢¢ Upon the Mediation of Rufliar” 

Lord Hawkefbury. ¢ That His Majefly’s Mintflers 

are ready on the mediation of the Court of St. Peter{bu: 7h 

—-on that ground to receive from that Court, whatever their 

ideas may be, and the ground of their judgment on the {ub- 

ject of arrangement ; on that Miniliers themfelves are realy 

to {late exphcitly to the Court of St. Peterburgh their 

ideas upon that fubjett. That there {hall not be any gnel- 

tion of etiquette whatever to impede this purpofe, His Ma- 
jelty’s Minifters are prepared to come to a frank and exphi- 

cit declaration of their views: but anul effect (hall have 

been given to thefe views, uniil an-adjultment had taken 
place, they do not confider it confitfent with their duty to 

xertions which the 

circumilances may offer to terminate the conteft.” 
Mr. Fox obferved, that the Noble Lord having flated it 

to be the tention of His Majefty’s Minufters to leave the 
Negociation to Rulhia, ‘that they have no unwillingnefs to 
receive or to onginate terms or views on which peace may 
be reftored, and that 1t hall be under the mediation of that 
illuftrious Prince, he had nodifficulty to withdraw his motion. 

LONDON. 
Juxe 11, 

In a {ublequent column we have given fome imporfant 
particulars, relative to the means propofed by the Minifler 
for raifing the Supplies for the fervice of the prefent year. 
The amount of the Loan is to be only 12,000.000l. in- 
cluding 3,009,000l. for Ireland. Befides the Taxes nef 
ceflary for paying the interefl of this Sum, there will, how: 
ever, be levied a Tax of 5 per cent. on Incomes of every 
defcription, whether arifing from landed, fupded, or any 

m to be 
made in favour of that arifing from manual labour. = Thele 


