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 Parliamentary Intelligence.
LON DO N, February ¢8.
HOUSE OF COMMONS,:

L0 - Moxpay, Fearuvary 27,
. 4 | VOLUNTEER ACT. '

Mr, Secretary Y orke moved the Order of the Day for
.igccond reading of the Volunteer A&ts Confolidation Bull,
~'On the queftion that it be now réad a fecond time,
T SitRoperr Lavnrre rofe toperform a delicate and
diftrefling duty.: However painfal it was yo him to offer
Bimfelf on this oecalion 16 the Houfe, his fnfe of duty
outweighed every other confileration.” Fourieen days had
ghready elapfed, fince the Houfe and the Pubiic had been
dequainted with the'melancholy information, that His Ma-
jefty was comnfined to his Palace with a dangerous and
doubiful malady. It was not his wifh to inquire into the
natare and cifcumflances: of that complaint, but afier the re-
ports that had beén publilhed within the laft two days, he
thought Parliament ‘had a right to expeft an explicit com-
mumecation, and he could not but confider fuch 4 commu-
nication neceffary, to take off the gloomy impreflion which
the mclancholy flate of His Majefly’s héalth had made on
 the nation, as well as to.remove the -doubts "which the re-
ports of the Phyficians had given rife to. Confideringevery
arcumflance, he was warranted in allaming that the com-
plaint with which His Majefly was afflicied, was of a fe-
_vere, gfievous, and dangerous nature. He fhould alfo al-
fume, that the Houfe, deeply fenfible of the urgency of the
eafe, would not proceed on-any imporant bafinefs unul
put in pofleffion of full and fausfadiory information. He
thould wait, however, for_an anfwer from His Majelly’s
Miniflers, and be guided by that, either in grounding upon
it a {pecific motion, or in moving that the Houle {thould
adjourn tll to-morrow, .
The Cuincerron of the Excurquer.—~—Since
the Hon. Baronet had thought proper to allude to the fub-
jett of His Majelly’s indifpofition, it was not- his with to
decline adverting to 1t altogether, He felt great happinefs
in being able to flate to the Houfe, that the -opir:ion.of His
Majeily’s confidenual fervants, founded on information ob-
tained from perfoms moft competent to judge, that the ftate
of His Majefty’s health was not fuch as to reuder any fuch
éommunication necellary.  The Right Hon. Gentleman
then affirmed that fuch a communication could anfwer no

arpofe ; and to make it the round of any further
'”d 2 in‘: would not only be fragght with. the gr;azcﬂ
indecency, but inconfiflent with the duty which Minifters
owed to His Majelly, to Pacliament, and to the Country,
He was, therefore, of opinion, that fuch a communication,
for fucha purpofe, was both indecent and unwarranted ;
and he fhould oppofe the queflion of adjournment, 2s to-
inapplicable, | .
wl(y)tllnthpepqucﬂion, ¢hat the Houfe do now adjourn,

Mr. Fox rofe and declared, that whatever delicacy
might be fuppofed to involve the prefent qucﬂiog, he {hould
deem himielf highly deficient in that duty which hc'owcd
1o the - Houfs, in the duty he owed to the public, n the
duty be owed.to His Majelly, and-in the duty which he
owed to the Conflitution of the Kingdom, if he could bring
imfelf for 2 moment to acquiefce in the aniwer of the
Right Hon, Gentleman, - He did not thiok the q:;c{hon
of {uch delicacy as fome gentlemen were inclined to ima-
give; bdt that might - poliibly anfé from viewing it-in 2
different light. He knew the public mind was anxioufly
expething fome more fatsfattory account of the nature ‘uf
His Majefly’s fitvation, and be could not look upon ihe
ahifwer now given as calculated to quiet their jull appre-

safion. The Right Hon. Gentleman bad commu.mcat.cd
the Houfe, the opmion of His Majcﬂy.’s conhdcnu?l
rvants, and expefled that would be a fufficient communi.
ion in the prefent and awful crifis. It was unneceffary
for him to advert to who ought or ought not to be confidered
os the confidenuial fervants of the Crown., He defired t!:e
Houfe however, to confider not the .words, nor the habits
of ufing them, but the letter and fpirit of the Conflitution,
He knew of no body of men that were exclufively the con-
fidential Tervants of the Crowi,- He knew the Right
Bion. Gentleman oppofite (the Chancellor of Exchequer)
enly as holding 2 place of high trult and great re{ponfibility
under the Crown ; and in an emergency like the prelent,
he could not conceive in what refpeét he was different from
any other Privy Counfelior. While His Majelly was
competent t0 all the Royal fun&:pm, tberc was-certainly
fome difference confified in his being, with other Members
of the Council, whom His Majeity chtcﬂy cox}fultefi, more
""l"“‘“’ about his Royal Perfon, afifting him with their
.;'.cg Bui from the moment His Majelly became inca-
attending 10 the affairs of the nation, or of ‘admi-
 the Ruyal authority, from that moment every

-

o sunfellor became alike with the Right Hon, Gen-

cleman, intitled to confult for the welfare and fc%
the Sut: 1f the Privy Council bad adopted the ¢*#¥e of
1‘ fending 2 meflage to Parliament, their meflage wonid have
b&ngm; of refpe@, and the Houle woald bave an
quthentic ground upon which to form an opfiion, if affured
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1 fubje&. The

Majefly’s refumption of

fures as the occafion fhould feem to require,

A

FanQlions of Royaliy. How flood the cafe? ‘Was His |

Majelly in a flate to perform the Royal funtlons P He was
aware, that it might be anfwered, that this; was not a time
to difcufs that queftion ;. but he was fure, when a commu-
nication on -the fubje@ was made, it fhould have been
founded on the opinion of ‘medical men, who from their
profeilional talents, would be moft competent to judge;, and
from a regard to their charaflers, would be moll likely to
be correét in their Ratements, not in the opinion of His
Majefly’s confidential Servants.  This was the duty of
Miniflers, and to the performance of this duty; they were
peculiarly called by the circum@ances of the times, in order
to remove the doubts -and. apprehenfions, with which the
confideration of His Majefly’s illnefs affefled every loyal
precife nature of the commuaication might
be/ differently confiruéted, but he coniended that the Houfe
had in the prefent*fiflance a prior. confideration, namely,
what time they fhould fuffer to elapfe before any commg-
nication {hould be demanded. The information publithed
during the laft two days, had been more explicit than be-
fore.  The Bulletin of this"day flated, that His Majelly
was advancing gradually to a recovery; but the Bullenm
of yeflerday had rembved all hopes that the recovery would
be rapid, He washappy; notwithRRlanding the unfavorable
part of this information, to hear fo good an account of His
Majefty’s ficuation, in- which he felc in common with every
Englithman. It was now a moft material confideration,
How far that gradual progrefs furnithed a pfofic& of His
%:ies Royal funélions, how loog it
mull be before that defirable event could take place. He
&fired 1o claim on the part of the Parliament of England,
an opportunity of deliberating 3 he claimed a communication
of intelligence on’ this interefling and important occafion.
He did not defire to be informed how long the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, or the Secretary of State thought affairs
might go on with or without the performance of the Royal
funttions, but when there was a profpett of His Majelly’s
being competent 5 perform them, IHe fhould not antici-
pate the queflion, the great importance of which would be
placed in a fironger light by a document then on the table.
Amongft the correfpondence lately produced, there appear-
ed 2 circular letter, dated the 3ft February, from the Secre-
tary of State, to the different Military Magiftrates of the
Kingdom, acquainting them, that an ymmediate and formi-
dable atrempt at inva(;‘on would be made. No information
had been fince received to juftify an opinien that the at-
tempt would be defayed,  If be did not greatly mifunder-
fland the nature of the exilling laws, if the French {hould
land in this country, the Volunteers could not be placed
under martial law by a proclamation, In what ftate then,
he afked, would the country be, were fuch an event to
take place during the inability of His Majefly to perform
the Royal fun€tions ? But it was notalone on thefe grounds
he conftdered an immediate communication, and cenfequent
proceeding, neceflary. There were then confiderations
founded on conftiutional points, which alike influenced his
opinion, He was ong of thofe who had {upported with real
fincerity every part of the Conflitution, the monarchial ‘as
well as the popular branches of it. He therefore begged
to afk, whether the controul of the King over the Parlia-
ment was not as eflential to the Conilitution, as the con.
troul of the Parliament over the Crown, * Was‘ut not the

_conflitutional prerogative of the Crown to prorogue or dif-

{olye Parliament, and was not Parlidment deliberating con-
trary to the Confiitution without {uch a conflitutional check ?
There might be cafes of Parliameht negletting to difcharge
its duty, when it would be the duty of the Executive to
diffolve; but while the King corntinues incompetent to his
conflitutional funEtions, that neceffary controul is wanting,
and the Parliament might fay, deliberating under fuch cir-
cumftances, « We are free from any controul, and may
now do as we pleafe.” He wifhed to know why the Houfe

of Commons fhould truft to a flate of things, of which they |

could find no parallel in any book, in any flatute, and
which was founded on no principle but a principle contrary
to the falvation of the country. He was fenfible it might
be urged ‘that Miniflers were refponfible for the 'confe-
quences, But there ‘were occafions of too much impor-
ance to be trufted’to fuch a fecurity, and if ever 2 cafe ex-
ifted of fuch a nature, it ‘was the prefent. The ﬁfetg of
the country was at flake, The Houle knew that one fort-
night hadelapfed without the exenife of the Royal func-
tions; if fo, it might go on for another fortmght, or &
month. - 'Was no communication to be made, or how long
were things to continue in fuch 4 flate before one @ou{d
be made? Some inquiry, bowever fecret, fhould be made.
The two Houfes of ] aMT have a coimmunication
with the Privy Council on the fubjeét, and take fuch mea-
' cafion fl | No fuch re-
< hich had been made by the Right Hon. Gen-
n3 hm&dwual friends of the Crown (hould
#ce thould be placed; ought to be derived from profeffi-
hal Gentlemen, wheole talents, and charaéler would

s a pledgeohbeumnqof Mtwn is ap-

| peared to him indifpenfible, at a time and in 8 Rate of af:

fairs that was not only anomalous and dangerous, bug attu-
ally involving the falvation of the country, ata time toQ
when the Military Magiftrates of the country were offici-
ally informed of the probability of an immediaic attack

{peech, felt it nece

. Baronet, .. The objeét he had in employi

" Parliamient fmin'g in the exiiling ¢

the Houfe. _The report on which asiy re- |
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time to confider of the courfe mz cuihe I subant sl e

Parliament might come to fome iﬁgl:it m ¥ u
it ought to adopt, o | Guﬁll‘ f

-

' The Cuancrrion Ofthe txc"' v Nl
fhould advert to tha_'odw- parts of the “g oc:.,”: h‘“"

| ary to potice the obfervations he had
made on a term which he had ufed in his reply to the Hon,

that ierm, was

m which the term was ufvally taken,, was well known 1

the Hon. Gentleman ; and in’a!lﬁdiu” 10 the km? |

fervants of His Majefly, he meart onfy 16 it thee b

{ponfibility . which neceffarily auu{’;be& to their fitual
n fpeaking of the confidential fervants of the C

i

Biows, hs
meant only that they were moge peculiarly refponfible for

the fleps which they may or ke, in any firu

of agffairs, than any other Memgén of the Privy:

The Hon. Centleman feemed 1o think that Miniflers were
difpofed to concéal from the Houfe, mdlhepublqc,ii{i&c.
mation which ought to be communicated to them, but he
¢ould confidently affirm, that they were nwtsym Ule
worthy motives to conceal any information which, ceafifl=
ently with a fenfe of jullifiable de!iczty, and of dmrguty, ‘
they could difclofe. Neither were they influsoced " “r
motives of falfe delicacy, and he was l{nmé the ma=
jority of the Houfe would approve of their conduél; in abe
flaining from making any premature communication, . He
knew that obligations o{ a higher| nature attached to Hip
Majefty’s Minifiers, and that all cdonfiderations of ,dc-ﬁcac;
fhould be facnificed to the fafety n:‘ the State;  The aArgue
ment of the Hon, Gentleman, if he undediood it nsht;
went to eftablifh the propriety -of making a communication,
and of following up that communication with a proceeding
in every cafe in w’ﬁich the Sovereign might from indifpofi«
tion, bé rendered incompetent to the Royal fonttions, The
Hon. Gentleman had net meant, perhaps, to carry his are
gument fo far, yet it would ccrtain,r; go to that, Previous
to yeflerday however, neither the Parliament, nor the Pub.
lic, expefted any communication on the fubjeét of His Mas
jefty’s illnefs. The effett that had been. pfuduced by. the
flaiements publithed then and on a2 former day, was very
different from what a knowledge of the real fituation of His
Majcﬂy’s health would bear out. . The Hon, Gentdemagn'
had flated from the Bulletin, that no rapid, but gradual :
covery was to be expefted. He felt bound however to

to the Houfe, that the Phyficians in making that repo
were influenced rather by a wilh o obviate the impatiencq
and anxiety of the public, than bya confideration of the ore
dinary circumftances which maik the progrefs of convales
fcence. The Phyficians alfo from comparifon of the iwe
former melancholy occafions on which His Majefty’s healty

had been affefled, were decidedly of opinion that his prefent
“illnefs would be of fhort duration, | The Hon.jCendcmj

argued, that it was indifpenfible tp provide without delay
for the exercife of the executive functions, in'¢érfain cafes

of theic being fufpended ; and he admittéd that there migh
be occa{ic.ms,g whciln it would be effential 'to adop dﬂm .
for that purpofé.  But he had the funf:er;lﬁp?ib&fdﬂm’
that if the exercife of the Royal funfliops were nece !
that would at prefent be no impediment or obitrulion fo ¢
public bufinefs, He implored the Houfe therefore, untif
the confidential fervants of His Majefly fhopld give {ome
proof of an intesition to deceive them, not to fufpelt gln.:
of withholding a communication longer than their obligatie
ons, not of delicacy, but of duty ren ered univoidable. Ag

refent any communication on the fubjeft would jpot onlyp -
Ec, in the higheft degree, indecent lind unwarr, s, but
would have the effeét of making e*cry g‘z
that it had been made. On thefeig‘rou is he
bound to refift the motion, as well as becaufe he tho
inapplicable,  So far even from fuppofing that fuch amos
tion of this nature would be made, e had rmagined that the

ueftion of adjournment from Friday to this would have
gccn oppofed, on the grounds of the propri d"w "

Mr. Pier not having been prefent at the commencement
of the difcufhion, was co%fequegrlﬁ::m _‘ t to
to the gfounds on which it had commenced; he howeverun-
becaufe no intimation had been given as to the allual flate of
His Majefly’s health, He confefled himfelf on the whole
anxious to have more information on this intsrelling fubjet
but ke could not be perfuaded that the quéition
ment would, if agreed to, conduce to
the moment fhould arrive, that it would
Houfe fo provide for the exercife ¢
he was fure it would proceed on die princ
which bad Been the rule of their condué
fion, when it hiad pleafed Providence
of His Majefly by a muét

however, was ot the

fere ~L1f they were 1o take their imprefhon from




