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HOUSE OF COMMONS, Tvesoay, Juxe g. 
ADDITIONAL DEFENCE. 

R. PITT rofgy In entering on the fubjeét he withed 
this day to bring under the confideration of the Houfe, 

he, in common with ather ‘gentlemen, mufl feel that it was 
one of the deepelt importance ; and they would alfo feel that 
the {teps hitherto taken had not met with general approba- 
tion. He (ad fo, becaufe he was convinced, from what 
had lately paffed, that it was the fixed and unalterable de- 
termination of the Houfe to maintain 2 regular and efhcient 
army, for the purpoles of carrying on offenfive operations 
agunil the enemy, when any opemng might occur, and for 
enabling this country to regain the rank the had loft among 
the other Powers of Europe, Ona former eccafion, when 
he had addrcfled the Houle on this interefling topic, he had 
flated in the outline he then {ubmitted, the abfolute necef- 
Gty there Was for doing away Re various acd camplicated 
obftacles which exifled 10 the recruiung of the regular army. 
meaning thereby to do away all competitions in the fecond 
place-hé had flaied what to his mind appeared the moll pro- 
Bable and certain means of aiding the {upply: of men to the 
regular army ; and, thirdly, he had endeavoured to fhew 
the facility with which a force applicable to our home de- 
fence might be created, and by a proper {yflem of difciphine 
fight be rendered of fo much ele? as 10 make the regular 

froops 3 more difpofable force for every purpofe, inflead 
of being feuwered and chained down as they now were.— 
He was confident that he was not (aying too much, that 

very” fingular benefits would be conferred on the country, 
Gould thefe objeéls be attained ; and he was of opinion they 
¢ould be realized with much lefs hardfhip to the community 

than had recently been experienced by meafures which had 

lall year been brought forward and adopted. This was 
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firfl inflance and fubjeét 10 dn 20nual recurrence of that pe- 
malty for fome time ; the parithes were alfo fable to a fine, 

and there was no doubt but the anxiety of the individuals, 
and the parifhes, to free themfelves from thefe fines, was the 
«caufe why the enormous bounties for fubflitutés were held 

out. In faung thele fais, he: begged to be underflood as 
faying nothing to the prejudice of the Army of Referve 
Atl, becaufe by it a great momentary exertion was created, 
of the efits of which it was the duty of the Houfe to take 
advantage, Some weeks ago h= had p d 2 mode of 
balloting, which called on individuals to ferve in perfon; or 

pay a moderate fine; if he declined to ferve and paid the 

fine, the ballot flili fhogld go on, in prige that, if politble, 
a perfon might be found. * If that did not turn out to be 
the cafe, then the pan fh yas to procured fan at a fixed boun- 
ty. The difference hich he had ndw te offer on this part 
of the fubjett way egitainly great, but he was fure it would 
by no means impédé the general plan. He now propofed 
to lay afide entirely the individual fervice, or more properly 
the ballot, but flill that the men to be raifed thould be pro- 
cured under the prpvifions of the Mihua and Referve Aéls. 
There fhould now be certain difinéis from whence men were 
to be furnilbed, and inflead of the ballggythe feveral panihes 
{bould be required to furpifh a certain number of men. — 

The Parifh Officers thould be emplogedin difcharging this 
duty, and the means fhould be furgifhed them of bringing 
out all the local exertion of their ills, over and above 

the ordinary means for general fervice. He thould there. 
fore propole that the Receiver General fhould iffue the ne- 
ceflary fums 10 each parith for the number of men fo fur- 
vifhed - and ihat enly in cafe of default of the number to 

be found, the fine fhould attach and wake effect; the fine he 
intended fhould be fomething ratlier more than the bounty 
to be allowed for each man, and that thefe fines fhould be 

carried io a general recruiing fund, No man, who wifthed 

the country (0 be in pollefhon ofan efficient military force, 
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He agreed with the Right Hon, Gentleman in the p . 

inhified on this 
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he concluded by moving for leave to bring in 2 Bill for efla- 
blithing and asia an additional permanent Force for 
the Defence of the Realm, ind for {upplying the King’s 
Regalar Forces, and for the Redutbion of the Militia 
The Right Ho, Gentlemen exprefied a bope there would 
be no objeélion to introducing the Bill now, to have it read 
a firfl ame, and that any difculfion which might be deemed 
neceflary, nught take place on the fecond reading, which 
be fhould wilh to be on Friday. The next would of courfe 
be emploved inthe Committee. The queftion was then put, 

Mr. Wixpuax oblerved, that the public atieation had 
b2en much excited by the knowledge that his Right Hon, 
Friend was to {ubmit a plan for, the additional defence of 
the country ; but he was forry to fay, that what be had julk 
heard was mat, in his opinion, extenfive enough, or any thing 
like that ®@ which he could give his entire approbation, — 
When he flated that he differed from the Hon, Gentleman, 
he meant that he did fo only in fome points; if be differed 
from him in others, be thould differ from himlelf, and fly in 
the face of all he had fo recently urged in that Houle. 

the Mikiua. He and has friends had often 
| poidt, and as often had they been cenfuped. 

In like manner he applauded the commutation of fublltun. 
on to fixed bounties for fervice ; thefe two meafures, back 
ed by getting rid of the competition againfl the recruiting 
for the Regulars, and the fervice by ballit, were exicomely 
welcome to him, and he hoped that nothing farther would 
be done unul the great prunciple he had lo 5 recommend 
ed of changing general fervice for life, into fervice for 1 lie 
mited number of years, was accomplithed. ~The plan now 
propoled did pot add 10 or increafe the powers 6f any Adt 
agreed w by Parliament ; it only gave the means, which Go- 

ety of reducing 

“vernment had before, of filing up the mea wanted, Ie 
was a mixture of voluntary and comgulfory force, and the 
gueflion was, which was the bell, It was not ¢he cale in 

this Country to take men by force, as was the cafe in Pubs could pollibly objeét 10 this meafure, as it was gaining a great 
accelfion of force without any faerifice of the recruiting for 
the Regulars, as the bounty for general fervice would be 
higher than for this intermediate defeription of defenflive 
force. He could not fay how fuccefiful this plan might 
eventually be, but he was fure that at firll Tight it held out 
profpetis of a moral Hattering nature, a9 a trial of its effefls 

what he had formerly flated, but one leading feature of the 
L" ghealuve, namely, that of railing the men, diileied maténially 
from the plan he had then fubmued, and when he came 10 

“il, in the courfe of what he had wo fay, it {hould be fully 
explained. He fbould no: derain-the Houle by going much 

"3 deagth mio what he had now to offer, becaiiie Tuthcient 

a 7 portunity hereafier he hoped would be afforded him for 

fia and Rutha. In our hands it wes completely different 
as we could pot take the fhort cuts thefe powers did income, 
pelling men to ferve ; but in this country half the force was 
loft in ovércoming the frittion, by exemptions, limitations, 
&c. Great Rrefs liad been laid on that paseof the fubjelt, 
where 1t was faid that men, fervingin a hmited way, would 
be more eager ta ferve generally, It was fallacious w lay hat purpofe. He thould divide the [ubjeft into three parts : 

the 1fl would be the amount of the force ; the 2d, the def- 

Bription of fervice ; and the gd, thé mode in which the men 

Were to be railed, kept up, and maintained. On the hell 
rt of the fubjeét, all he (hould propofe would be the mak. 

i good. under certain Limitations and rellnchions, the call 

Weady wade on the country, acquiefced in and agreed to 

the Houle, and enforcing the complenon of thofe q ofas 

§ from the feveral Counties to the Armp'of Relerve.— 

pt deficiency, according to the bel information he was 

fled of, amounted 10 8 or gooo It was ex- 

ely difficult for him to flate precilcly the deficiency; 

any difference on that point could be ealily fettled on a 

wre occafion. The next provifion which he had 10 men. 

pn, was for the reduélion of the Mila to 1s old flandard, 

E did not mean an immediaie or ra;-.d redutbion, but what 

thad 10 propole would reduce the Milica of England, mn- 

Hic, 

ing the Supplementary, to 40.000 men, and that of | 

Eland 10 8020. In order to accomplilh this reduttiog, 

Emeant that the number of men waoung in the Milita, 

suld be carried towards the Army of Referve, and that 

bo vacancies in the Milizia hould be hiled up
. At prelent 

E00 were wanting to fill up the Mila to us prefent elfa- 

s(bment, bot it was his intention thele men 
fhould be fent 

} the Army of Referve, and that no atemp
is 10 hil up the 

ancies in the Mima fhould be made, unl that force 

« reduced to iis conflitutional number,
 40.000. Thus. 

y adding thefe numbers to the Army of Relerve, and by 

king good the vacancies in the Militia only on us re- 

sion. the Houle would perceive that he w
as making wo 

call on the country, ard that the puspole he had in 

was neiiller more nor lefs than reahzing the onginal 

tons of the Leg lature, fubject, however, to ceriain 

a in the mode of carrying thele intentions Int
o effect, 

bhich he fhould flare. Suppuling this addinonal force to 

BR raifed. flill there was another point, not connected with 

| he Army of Referve Att, which
 was of ellental -r 

§ a . he meant a regular difpofable army. He thoul 

- ¥ fBercfore propofe, that where perions enlified n the Regu- 

: Regiments, the accont of the 

t diflniéts fhould be difinbute
d in the army, in pro 

lation of the diflricts they came
 from, 

4 

Setion to the u | 
: 4 vacancies fo created (hall not exceed 

be rg, A few months only had elapfed fince the Army 

eferve Act had palled, and if in 
that hort {pace 13.000 

\ obtained for general fervice, what expetia- 

; hui pre Parliament entertain that the regular force 

rag and effeftual ; 

“anxiety which fuch levies always occalioned, 

whole number from the 

ad if by the re- 

could be made without incurring the rik of the fmallefl 1n- 

convenience or hazard, to our other means of FECTUILING 

He had no doubt that great levies could be made in the 

country, but he felt convinced that the means be hirfl pro- 
poled would be equally produélive, without that pain and 

1 1f the pa- 

rilhes could not ger men by the bounty, then there came 2 

queflion, how were they to be procured at all. By means 

of the general fund ; wherever they were wanting, the Com. 

manding Officer fhould il them up by general recruiting, 

the bounties being at leall four guineas lefs than for general 

(ervice.- Were thefe men raifed in the firll inflance for 

home fervice, they would infenfibly acquire military habats, 

which would ulimaiely. induce them to join the regiments 

of the regular army. "This was the general outline of the 

pian he had 0 {ubmut, But this was not all. He i 

quota), and argued, that thefe penalues thould be given up, 

18 order to flimulate the parilbes to exeriion for this insgfme- 

diate defenfive force, keeping them, however, underithe 

fines he had recenily propofed. On the third part of the 

{ubjefl, namely, the dellination and nature of the fervice, 

he thauld propole, that the men be raifed for himited fervice 

for a certain number of years, ( for five years) as in the cafe 

of the army of Referve, or during the war, unlefs it fhould 

be terminated within five years,and then to ferve the remainder 

of that time in any war His Majelly might afierwards be 

engaged in; and allo to ferve in Great-Britain and Itcland. 

Each battalion, fo raifed, fhould be annexed as a fecond 

baualion. to a regiment of the line. The promanion of the 

Officers would go on indifcrimingtely in both, and the men 

confequently would be allowed 10 volunteer into the hill 

bactalions. Thus Officers who had; fodm the fecond baita- 

lion ferved in the fill, would probably, afier having feen 

{ervice, return promoted to the bri birtalions, and men from 

the Referve battalions, having been in the hrfl with them, 

would return to the fecond, rhe conduét of deferving men 

would thus be waiched over by their Officers, which would 

produce incalculable benefit to the fer vice, Thele were in. 

centives to enlifling in the Regulan, which would be uni 

form and conflant in their operation. - The intermediate de- 

fenfive force would thus be rendered more refpctiable, their 

quality would be improved, and the amount of their force 

would probably be daiibled, although notin numbers. The 

effeét of this plan would be rendering the Regulars more 

difpofable ; and even were they font all out of the kingdom, 

the queflion for its defence would mot, ia his sund, depend 
x 

| deemed of a mulitary delcnpnion, 

| and Fram€ for in thofe countries there was 00 militia 

fo; on the contrary they would infallibly prefer che home, 
fervice. Fot all thole who go on general {frvice, a more 

than equal nimnber, after fowing their wild oats, would go 

no farther than the home army, and for the bell reafon jn 
the world, becaufe there was an army of that kind, Walk 
regard to the ballot, Genilemen fcemed w he pretty well 

agreed > but this I lan. was ncither more or leafs than converts 

ing parochial into recrnting officers, He contended that 
this would not limit the bounties, on the contrary, the poe 

rilh officers would foon difcov cr, that of they did not 

the quota of men, they would be liable to the fine, and of 
courfe would give higher bounues, What law could bs 
made to prevent this 7. Some men 1a the country, who might 

be liable to this ballot, but who would {coner be firuck by 

sonlegy than by 11, would take leave, and go and mow an ar 

} 3 ) . 4 i a 1 - v A rhon , rv likes , 

ipose regarding the feverity of the penaliies now In force: grails in one pariih, and then in another ; like David Simple, 

againl: the panthes for not finding men (20). per matt pers wandering about in {earch of a frend, until fome kind per< 

fon recommended him to a crimp, and then he is provided 

for. Deng poor, be durft not, with thus ballot hang 

over his head, apply to bis own parifh for relief ; of he 

fo, 1 would be refuled, an ! he would be imidanily {ei zed Olle 

With regard to the men being cbliged 10 go inte the frit 

battalions, he thought fuch ngour ought not so be excrcifed, 

A man might fay, Captaio Such-2-one who lias left the fee 

cond baitalion, has gone before me, and Licutesat So-and- 

| ye 

with 10°go nto that regiment, 

caufe it is in a hot climate ; but there 1s Sergeant Such-a-one 

in another reqpment, 2 good fellow, whom 1 know, and 

there's Ned This, and Tom That, and Will Somebody elie, | 

my old working comrades, whom I thould with ww ferve 

with, Having everp man 3 foldier, was baviag no man 3 

foldier, and it was not the pratlice of nations which’ were 

It was nt fo in Rally 

The women kept the men up to and excited on all occalions 

their miliary babits——/a laugh.) 1f the country way Jo 

have this great dead weight round is nek, of 4 house army, 

with fine clothes, high feathets, and trumpers weil foanded, 

without any seal melitary fervige from i, rhe regular army 

world conupue 10 lie hud and funk in the obicuniy it of pre. 

(ent was doomed 10 endure—Verum cernes, 51 veld removes, 

He complained of the complicared machisery pus in 

tice for sailing men, Having got 1 hell for fed fo 

vice, they were then, by a font of double dililistion, enter- 
which he was fare would never anfwer 

who ufed to tyrannize over me, ws alfo there, 1 don'ts os 
for then my muiory will btw OF 

commence : neither do 1 with 10 join the hell bagabon, bee 
= 

on their numbers, but on their 
fore His Majelly's Rh. y fecmed 10 bave the 

- . the troops of t 
277 hale in . 4 

fuch ap 3 a obflacles in the way of recruinng 
v ag o: a (A sr 1 gr? wr a 

ing r fpec tried aad approved 

X"e ~~ nd other meant, it might gun 
duct of oF yi might not the Country denve 

000 Wh he line! With regard 
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