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MERCURY, 

Jas: Beatteay, Master; 
ILL fail about the aft July. For Freight or 
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500 Bufhels beft Northern CORN; 
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~ LONDON, February 7. 
IRISH ROMAN CATHOLICS. 

Conrngsroxpence serweeN THE Lorp Cuax- 

ceiror or Inzranp axp Tax Ears or Fin- 

GALL. 
LETTER IL. 

Lord Redesdale to the Earl of Fingall. 
¢ Ely.Place, Dublin, 15th Augufl, 1803. 

“ My Lorbp, 
** According to your Lord hip’s requeft 1 have figned, 

with pleafure, a warrant for yecur Lordfhip's® pointment 

to be Juflice of the Peace for the County of Meath. At 
this moment, my Lord, it is peculiarly important that eve- 

ry perfon entrufled fpecially with the prefervation of the 
public peace, fhould know, and confcientioufly purfue the 
ftriét line of his duty. Your Lordfhip’s diftinguilhed loy- 
alty at all times oof on all occafions, leaves me no room to 

doubt that you will exert yourfelf to the belt of your judg: 

ment for this important purpofe, and the fame Eibingss - 

ed loyalty that marked your Lordfhip as one to whom no- 
thing could be fafely uttered, tending to demonilrate any 
difpolition towards the rebellious ou which have of 

late produced fuch dreadful effe@s, and excited fo much 

alarm. But, I fear there have been too many in whofe 

prefence and hearing demonfirations have been made and 

uttered, which ought to have alarmed the minds of loyal 

men and induced them to communicate the ground of that 

alarm to thofe in authority under the Government, and 

eipecially to the Juftices of the Peace in their feveral dif- 

triéts, but who have tHought fit to retain the impreffion made 

on their minds within their own breafls, and to leave the 

chance of difcovery to other means. The perfons to whom 

I allude have principally been perfons profelling to hold 

the fame religious faith with your Losdip—and over whom 

I molt fincerely hope your Lordfhip’s high charafler may 
give that influence which juftly belongs to it. It would be 

highly important, therefore, that your Lordfhip, in the dif- 
charge of your duty as a Magiftrate, thould take every op- 

portunity of clearly flating, and moft firongly inculcating 

and enforcing the great duty of allegiance, and that that 

duty is not confined to forbearance from open rebellion or 

even from aéls tending towards rebellion, that true allegiance 

is an aftive duty, requiring every man not only to fupprefs 

rebellion when it fhall fhew itfelf in yiolence, but to dif 

clofe to that Government under which he lives, whether 

he be a natural born f{ubjeét of that Government or {ojour- 

ner only under its protettion, every thing which can raife 

ground for fufpicion of difloyalty in others; and it 1s parti- 

cularly important that your Lordfhip fhould, as a Mag:i- 

trate, flate, and enforce, that perfons knowing of a treafon- 

able purpofe who do not difclofe it, are guilty in the eye of 

the Jaw of that crime which has been denominated mifpri- 

fion of treafon, and if they yield any kind of alent to the 

intended treafon, they become traitors themfelves. Your 

Lordfhip’s enlarged and liberal mind, diftinguithing clearly 

between fpiritual and temporal concerns, mufl feel that there 

be no duty of religion contrary to the duty of alleg:- 

ance, and indeed no man, however ignorant or prejudiced, 

can read the holy fcriptures without finding that the duty 

of allegiance to a Pagan Government, was ftrongly and r
e- 

wedly enforced by Chnift and his Apoftles, and efpecial- 

y by the latter who found the Chriftians of their time too 

much difpoled to confider their fithin Chnft, as abfol
ving 

them from their allegiance to the Country in whi
ch they li- 

ved, I am truly forry to fay, that I fear in this Country 

all who profes to be Miniflers of the Gofpe
l of Chrift, do 

not teach Chrilt’s dofirine of allegiance to their flocks, and 

I particularly lament to find in the minds of
 men who af- 

fume the higheft rank amongit the Miniflers of the Roman 

perfuafion, the frequent ue of language tending
 to raife in 

the minds of the ignorant, an opinion that none are to be 

confidered as ryoh, ane of the Catholic Church of Ch
nft, 

that none are therefore to be efleemed as 
brethren in Chnift, 

but thofe who profefs adherence to the S
ee of Rame. Un- 

il the minds of men are brought to a differ
ent jemper===ufs 

til the Priefts of the Roman perfualion 
{hall ceafe to incul- 

cate to thofe under their inflruétion, d
oftrines fo repugnart 

: allegiance—uniil they {hall ceafe toinc
ul- 

who differ from them in religious opini
ons are 

e confidered as guilty of defellion from the See of Rome, 
of rebellion, (including His Majefly’s 

fa- 

cred perfon in that defcription,) 
it cannot be expetied that 

Thould think themielves bound by any ties of 
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refufes any obedience in matters tempotal to that See. I# 
will be your duty, my Lord, as a Juflice of the Peace, with 
the moft anxious atientior, to réfpe&t 16‘ man whofe condufk 
fhall tend to difturb it; to exhort all men by. patience and 
forbearance, as well as by exertion, to ufe oy 

with for a change in the eflablifhment provided for by the 
law of the land for the maintenance of religion, however, 
confcientioufly, they may think that the end of religion 
would be better an{we 
perfuafion in place of thofe of the Catholic faith, they tan. 

not, confiflently with the duty of their allegiance, Jo 

ff and that purpofe by abetting, or even A declining to re 
fupprefs the rebellious Sp vey ormed for that purpofe; 

¢ I have no doubt that the firm and diftinguithed loyal" 
ty which has marked your Lordthip’s charaller in every 
other fituation of life, will guide your fleps in the difcharge 
of vour duties as a Magiftrate, 

¢“ May God, to whom all our errors and imperfetions. 
are known, proteft and guard you and lead you to that end 
which will moft accord with the beneficent purpofes for 

which the office of Magiftracy were intended, avd for which 

alone, I am perfuaded, you prevail an yourfelf to undertake 
fo arduous a charge under circumftances of fo much difficulty, 

¢ I have the honor to be, with the moft {incere refpecd 
and efleem, My Lord, 

# Your Lordfhip’s faithful humble fervant, 
¢“ Repzsoare.”™ 

LETTER 11, 
Anfwer to the above lester—from the Earl of Fingalls 

¢“« My Lorp,. 

¢ I have the honor to receive your Lordfhip’s letter, 

and am much obliged to-you for appointing me a Magif« 

trate of the Country of Meath, at a ime when the talk is 

fo arduous. 1 muft beg leave to allure you, that nothing 

but my moft anxious defire to be ufeful by every means um 

my power, would have induced me to folicit the Commiflion 

of the Peace. Permit me to return your Lordthip my befk 

thapks for the very able and excellent inflructions containe 

ed in your letter—it fhall be my unceafing endeavour to 

prove myfelf not unworthy the poft of truft confided to me, 

for which I thould feel myfelf very ill qualified «f J did gg 

underfland the duties of aftive loyalty to be fuch as lad 

down by your Lordlhip. I have always been taught that 

that man was a traitor and violated us Sapo who 

concealed any plot againlt the ‘State—to this opinion 

all thofe who presefs the fame religious faith that I do, are 

bound by the moft folemn pledge. I am forry any have 

deviated from it, thev cannot be, I am perfuaded, thofe res 

markable for their religious and good condudt, ; 

« Jt gives me much concern, and I fhould be very for< 

ry it were generally conceived, that your Lordthip, the 

_perfon to whom the Catholics of another part of the United 

Kingdom never ceafe exprelling their obligations; with 
your fuperior talents, enlightened and liberal mind : holding 

the high fituation you don this Country, with fo much cre« 

dit to yourfelf and advantage to the Public, fhould have any 

opinion in any degree unfavourable of the Infh Catholics. 

My Lord the Catholic religion is the fame every where; [ 

very relu€lantly enter upon the {ubje@®. Religious difputes 

I have always confidered the greateft misfortune ahy couf« 
¢.. I muft, however, beg leave to flate try could experienc 

to your Lord{hip what 1 have always found tobe the cone 

duét and faith of the Catholic. 1 need not fpeak 

attachment to and refpeét for an oath; were he lefs delicate 

why fhould he labour under any exclufion now, or have 

" fullered many years of penal refrition.—1I mufl fay I 2 
ver heard a Catholic wifk for the everthrow of the Pro- 

teflant Efiablifhment, and fetting up ints place one of lus 

own religion—this was not, as is well afceriaived, the obe 

jeft of the promoter of the rebellion in 1798; nor do I be. 

lieve it was of the ruffians apd murderers who difgraced this 

Country ‘on a late occafion.——The Catholic 1s ready at thus 

moment to facrifice his life, his property, every thing dear 

to him m fu of the prefent Conflitution, in defence of 

that beloved Sovereign to whom, your cols does mob 

feem to think we look igang veneration and gratiiude 

which 1 affure you we 
The Catholic wilhes no other family on the Throne, 

no other Conflitution, but certainly withes 10 be admitted, 
whenever it fhall be deemed ient; toa full (hare in 
the benefits and bleflings of that happy Conflitution under 
which we live<—a parucipation which, 1 trufl, we have and 

fhall continue to prove ourfelves not undeferving of Cathos 

would oblige every one of that perfuafion wo refifl or 
even the head of the See of Rome, were it polhible to 

pole that the ufurper who now difturbs the peace of 
world would fend him here with his invading army. 

Lord, the dofirine of allegiance is perfectly too 
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