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At a Meeung of the General Affembly, at the Town 

chants of Halifax, in Nova-Scom, 10 Lord Ho 
of a letier from your agent to Lord Camden on the fame 
fubje®, accompany this, 
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BARBADOES, Si ¥rausts se. 

Hall, on Toelday the 14th day of Augefl, 1804. 
The following letters from the Agent to the Chairman 

of the Committee of Correlpondence, delivered in at the | 
table by Mr. Mavsrs, of that Committee, 

Ordered, That (aid Leuess, with the inclofures therein 

¢ Dear Sir, 
« Copies of a Peunion and Memorial, from the: Mer- 

and 

* The masimum price of Cod Fifh to regulate the ad- 
mifion of all other, fpecies of Fifth, recommended in the 
letter, 1 obuined from our worthy Treafurer, whom, as a 

Member of the Legiflature, and equally connetied with 

the landed and mercantile interefls of our countty, I con- 
fulted on the occafion. | 

* Qur Governor, of whom I cannot fpeak in fufhiciently 

high terms of approbation and efleem, has left London, and 
is proceeding with the fleet for Baibadoes. | 

¢ The Slave Trade Bill has not yet paffed through the 

Houfe of Commons, The admillion of American vellels 

into the Wefl-India ports, 1s under confideration, and fome 

permanent regulavons, I am inclined w hope, will be 
adopied by the clofe of the year, 

¢¢ I am, dear Sir, 

“ With great refpe& and cfteem, 
“ Your's fipcerely, 

“ G. W. JORDAN, 
LS To he Right Hon. Lord Hobart. one of His Majefly’s 

Principal Secretanes of State, &-. &ec. 

¢ The Peution of the Merchaats, and oiher Inhabis 
tants of Halifax, in the Province of Nova-Scoua, 

¢ Humbly fheweth, 

¢ That the trade of this Province anfes principally fw 

the filh caught on its coafls, greai quantines of which are 

exported annually by yeur Petiwoners to the Well-In 

Jllands. That m the purfuit of this commerce, your pe 

tioners are‘gvalied by the citizens of the American States, 

to whom the poris of thofe Iflands are ever open, and 

who are exempt from duties and ather expences to which 

your Petitioners are liable. Your Petitionérs have heard, 

that in the-exifling negotiation, relative to the 12th article 

of the treaty with America, the Americans aim at a further 

Extenlion of their trade with the Brtith Well India Hlands, 

whic if obtained, would utterly rum the already declin. 

ing fitheries of the Brulh Colonies, whence the nation has 

Jong derive? much wealth, and 1s navy a {upply for 

hardy {eamen, 

¢: That the coafls of this Province, as well as the Gualph 

of St. Lawrence, and the Hiands of Newfoundland and 

Cape-Breton, abound with filh of the moft valuable forts, 

] : # N. ) 1, 3 >» fas 

fo that with enconragement thefe Colonses would fausly, | 

to its utmofl extent, the demand of the Well-In
dia {lands 

for dry and pickled filth. . 

¢: Your Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray, that 

your Lord{hip, and His Majelly’s other Minifle
rs, would 

and the annexed memonal nto confider- take the premifes, | 0 

protect the (rade and hilheries of His 

ation. and would 

Majclly’s fubjecis in thofe Colonies, againit the views of. 

granting 10 the Brinth Colonifls, the 
the Americans, By 

Col 

of fupplying their feliow {ubjetis 1n the exclulive privilege 

Weft Indies, with the arucle of hilh caught on the coalls 

of North-America. 
« WILLIAM SABATIER, 

o WILLIAM SMITH, 

« GFORGE GRASSIE, 

« JAMES FRASER, and 

« WILLIAM LYON. 

«¢ Committee appointed by the Merch
ants, and other Inha- 

bitants of Halifax, Nova-Scona. 

Halifax, Nova-Scotia, March 2gd
, 1804. 
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« Memorial and. Statement of the
 Cale, 

annexed Petittoh :— 

« As every Brith Province 
and Ifland 

thern Climates, is individuaily able to farm 

India Iflands with fome eflentia 

which in whole, or in part, is 

toners in the following fate
ment, 

{ervations beyond the limits 
of the 

they rehde. 

¢ The Wel-India Iflands require t 

the undermentioped articl
es, viz, 

Dried cod fifth, barrel or pickled fifh, viz.
 

ving the. {almon, herring, (of various {pecies) and 

Fiffatecs, mackarel, and oil. 

Lumber; viz, fqnared timber, 
{canthng, 

Forefl, “planks and boards, fhingles, clap-boards, 

hoops, and oak flaves, 
: 

Bifcuits and flour, Indian corn and meal, 

| pork, beef, butter; cheefe, potatoes, and 

Agriculture. oions, live flock, viz. horfes, 
oxen, hogs, 

{heep and poultry. 
| 

Mines. Coals. 

¢: Of thele articles; the
 following are produced

 by the 

feveral Colonies,—N cw-Bru
nfwick produces, i 

| 

| 
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referred to in the 

In thefe Nor- 

fh the Wefl- 

| article of confumption, 

deficient in others, the Pe
t 

have extended their ob-
 

fingle Province 1n whic
h 

o be fupplied with 
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yields already, many of the fmalleg articles which ferve to 
complete a cargo, avd its thore abagnd with various fifh fi 
for pickling. Nova-Scotia produces Rat: of all forts, 
except oak faves, but in a lefler degree than Wew-Brun{- 
wick ; horfes, oxen, [heep, and all the other roduttions of 
agriculture, except wheat and Indian corn; the eaftern and 

a
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abundance, lumber of every kind, except oak flaves; it | 

-
 

northern parts of the Province abound in coal, ind its whole 
coafl yields inexhauflible 
fic for pickling, | 
~* Cape-Beton and Prince Edward Iflands : the former 
pny coal in abundance, its fitheries are alfo confiderable ; 

quantitiegyof cod fifth, and others 

ut without dealing direfily with the Well-Indies, they ! 
ferve 10 encreafle the exports of Nova-Scotia. . Both thefe 
Hands fupply Newfoundland with cattle, and with due 
encouragement, would rival fome of the more optilent Colo- 
nies in articles of agriculture ; their fifheries alfo may be 
greaily extended, as the whole circuit of thele Iflands 
abound in fifth. : 

“ Canada can fupply any quantities of ‘oak flaves, as 
well as flour and Indian corn, for fix months in the year. 
Newfoundland yields linle lumber; but its trade in dried 
cod: frfh has huherto, “in a great meafure, fupplied all 

Europe and the Well-Indies, and it is capable of flill 
greater extenfion, ‘ 

¢ The Petitioners have therefore no hefitation in affir- 
ing, that thefe Mother Colonies are able to fupply the 

Wefl-Indies with dried fith, and every fpecies of pickled’ 
fith, for their whole confumption, and that at no very diflant 

period they could alfo fupply all the pther articles herein 

before enumerated, except perhaps flodf, Indian meal and 

corn, and oak flaves. 

“ Having flated the foregoing falls, the Petitioners beg 

Jeave to requelt the attention of His Majefly’s Mimflers (0 

phe peculiar circumblances of this Province ; the permanent 

ellablithment of which tock place about 54 years ago; for 

previous to the fettlement of Hahfax, there were few in- 

habitants ipAt, and but little trade, The Mother Country, 

{eahiblgt the favorable firuavion of this Colony for fifheries, 

thats Barbours are feldom more than a fw miles from each 

other. and that its extenfive fea coafl ‘teems every feaion 

with hosts of filly of the moft ufeful ores, made every effort 

to eflablifh them, —The hifhenes, however, until the clofe 

of the American war, languifhed from one caufe onlye—the 

went of immhabitants, The influx of inhabitants at that time, 

and fince, has promoted induflry and domeflic comfort, and 

a race of people born on the foil, have become attached to 

it.—The clearing of the lands, and other caufes, have im- 

proved the climate ; and by a late furvey of the interior of 

the Province, it is difcovered that the lands are not only 

better than had been imagined, but {uperior to the greater 

part of the rell of North-America, 

¢¢ The prefent fitvatien of this Province, with regard to 

its trade, refembles that of New-England at the clofe of t
he 

feventeeth century, and unlels checked at this crifis, 
1t has 

the moft teafonable éxpettation of a more rapid increafe. 

than the latter ever experienced, : 

¢s Encouraged by the profpeét before them, and confer. 

ous of the abufes that have crept into the filheries, the 

petitioners are looking forward to the aid of the Provi
ncial 

| Legiflature, and to other means for corretting thofe ab
ufes, 

| and for eftablifthing and improvin
g the filberies, that great 

fource of wealth to the parent Siate, the Col
onial Hufband- 

oman. and Merchant ; but they perceive, 
with regret, that 

their efforts will prov 
| 

United States, according to the ancient policy of Great- 

| Britain, towards foreigners, are ‘wholly or paruaily ex- 

cluded from the lflands, or a permanent equivalent 1s 

granted to the Colomfls, | | 

« The American Legiflature having rejefled the 12th 

article of the late Treaty, the citizens 
of the United Srares 

would have been excludéd from the Well-1ndies, if the 

Governors of thofe 1flands had not, 
under the plea of ne- 

ceffity. by proclamation, admitted the
m. In thas trade the 

Americans pollefsthe following advanta
ges over the Colonifls, 

« Firft. Inthe Hiands of Barbadoes
, Amigua, St. Kwut’s 

and Jamaica, a firanger’s duty of two 
and a half, or more, 

is impofed on Imports, and in the Ifand of St. 

Briufh fubjeéts exclufively are {ubjett to a duty 

of g per cent. which mult be pad 
m fpecie, and to procure 

hich a forced fale is fi ueptly made of part of the cargo 

quran i brig From this duty the Amencans
, be- 

to great df 
: 

Ing invited by proclamano
n, are exempt, . 

| nt war, the citizens 
¢. Second, during the late

 and prefe 

of the United States, being
 neutrals, have not been bp

r- 

thened with the Reavy charge 
of infurance againfl. the ene. 

my, which to the Colonifls has 
increafed the premium 10 

per cent. 10 the fmaller If
lands, and twelve and a half per 

per cent. 
Vincent, 

cent, to Jamaica, 

« Third, The Northern States have
 granted a bounty 

of near. 20s, per ton, on vellels in their fithenes, SA 

" « From thofe circamflances, fo unable are the Peti
tion. 

ers to contend with the Americans
 in the Welt-India mar. 

kets, that they derive greater adva
ntage by felling their fith 

at an inferior price in the United States ; w
hence the Ame. 

e.export them to the Welt.-Inda Hlands unde
r the 

Te ae oil advantages, {o as to m
ake a proat even on 

their outward voyage. 
«« Tt is well known, and in an ample 
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dent of the United States, then their Secretary of State, it 
was fet forth, that the filheries of New-England were on 
the verge of ruin, and he recommended, what was afier- 
wards adopted, the grant of a bounty to counterbalance the 
difadvantages ‘the trade then laboured under, At that pe- 
riod, the filieries of Nova-Scotia made a rapid increafe $ 
the whale fithery alone from the port of Halifax, confified 
of 28 {ail of hips and brigs from 60 10 300 tons burthen ; 
but the fucceeding war and other unfavourable circumflan- 
ces foon defiroyed this important branch of the fifhery. By 
the aid of bounties from the State Legiflature, the Amen- 
can filhenies recovered their former vigour, and are now 
carried on with great {pirit, increafing their trade with the 
Well-Indies to an incredible extent. Confiderable pum. 
bers of our beft fifhermen have emigrated from Newfound. 
land and this Province, to the Unned States, within a few 
maths, and more are daily following them ; thus it appears 
evident, that a wife policy, fleadily purfued, will prelerve 
a firking trade, and that this Province is not wanting In exe 
ertion, wheh favourable opportunities for it are offered. 

¢ Should the Americans obtain by Treaty, an induls 

gence of their trade in ith with the Wefl-Indies, it will 
prove the ruin of that of the Britifh Northern Colonies, 

and draw away from them their mofl indullnous inhabitants, 

The Iflands will then depend on Foreign States for fup- 

plies of all the articles before enumerated, and if at any 

time hereafter differences thouid take place between Great. 

Britain and the American States, from what quarter, it may 

be afked, are the 1flands to obtain their fupplies? The ru- 

ined trade and fifheries of thole Colonies may prove, to 

late, the fatal poficy of throwing into the hands of foreigners 

a trade, which, with a little encouragement, might have been 

almoft, if not entirely, be conhued to druth fubjetts, 

‘ From thefe confiderations the juftice and policy of 

giving encouragement to the Northern Colonies are evi. 

dent. Should the flranger’s duty impofed in the Iflands 

tained hy the Colonifls, 

be taken off ; fhould a bounty equal to that granted by the 

State Legiflature be allowed, and the prefent. war be fuec- 

ceeded by a peace, then may the Well-1ndia 1flands re- 

ceive from thefe, Colonies fupplies of all kinds of dried or 

pickled filh on as advantageous terms as they are now fur 

nifthed with tem from a Foreign State, It 1s obvious that 

“the Americans, and the Wefl-India Planters, have a mu- 

tual interelt in the free trade to the Iflands, but the Plan- 

ers have no night to expect fupplies from a neutral ration 

in time of war, merely becaufe it affords them at a cheaper 

rate than the Briufh Colonies: they fhould bear the incon. 

veniences of war as well as their fellow fubjcéts, who have 

been driven into thefe Northern regions by their zealous loy - 

alty in fupport of the happy Conftitution under which they 

now hve. The fupples required by the I{lands cannot 

greatly increafe ; while the Northern Colonies, from their 

great extent and growing population, will every year be 

more and more able to furmfh thofe fupphes. The [{lands 

are in a meafure, limited in their extent ; but the Nostheri 

Colonies are almofl unbounded. 

¢¢ The inhabitants of thofe Colonies have acquired theié 

prefent condition, which at bell is mediocrity by a conti 

nued exertion of induflry and frugality, under a climate and 

a ful which yield theig blethngs to perierving exertion alone, 

The Well.-India Planters have ever been in a different fi. 

{ tuation, and can aff rd {4 wait a reafonable tine fo
r the aCe 

¢ 
complithment of thole ‘expectations which are jullly enters 

In the interim, they ought to give 

e ineffectual, unlefs the citizens of the - 

report made to 

‘and #791, by the now Prefi- 

a fair equivaient for the ariicles of 

and not expetl at an inferior price, comm ities whole va. 

lue the imperious circumflances of the tines have tended to 

enhance. The Northern Colonifls have flruggled with all 

the difficulties incident to a young Country ; and they are 

now arrived at a period, when, 1f duly encouraged, they 

may be enabled to reap the fruus of their honell labour; 

but, refricled in their trade to the Mediterranean by an ane 

cient regulation, which obliges then to land their cargoes 

in forme Enghth European poft, before they can proceed on 

homeward bound voyages, and burthened alfo in the man. 

ner here fated in their Well. India trade, the Petitioners 

cannat contend with the Americans, but look forward with 

the mofl difirefsful profpefls to means of procuring a future 

fubfiflence, unlels His Majefty, in his goodnefs, {hall be 

pleafed to afford (hem pretetiion and relief, They therefore 

anxioully hope, that the obfervations contained in this Me- 

morial may not appear unworthy of the attention of His 

Majefly’s Miniflers, but that whatever temporary indolgen< 

cies may be grapied to the American citizens, the Bninth 

Colon:fifs, agreeably to thers farmer foliciations 
on that fub- 

jeft, may be permiued to return to America, withoutentenng 

f which hey fland in need, 

al any port in Great-Britam,” : 

“« My Lord, ee he 
Having jell feen'z copy of a petition and memarial 

from the Merchants and Fnbabirants of Halifax, in Nova. 

Storia, which | underfland Have been, at fone wine pail, 

prefcated to His Majelly’s Secretary of State for the de- 

partment over which you prefide, I confider uw to be my 

duty not to let them any longer remain fo ‘be confidernd, 

without being accompanied by fome oblervaons on their 

objets and flatements, $ | 

“ The allegation of 
they are Tubjefied, in the poris of 

to duties and expences from which 

de Paitioncrs 25d Micioriliie; ihe 
he Welt-Bodia 1fands 


