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LONDON, Aprir 0. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, April 10. 

LORD MELVILLE, 
(coxciLubeDp rROM OUR LAST.) 

~ Mr, FOX«-% Thé Hon. Gentleman (Myr, Bankes) 
feems to me to have miflaken the proceedings on a former 
night, at leall with regard to their import. He fays, if the 
refolution now propoled had been moved upon that occafi- 
on, he fhould have been difpofed to vote for it as a corolla. 
ry ta that propofition; but that the flate of the queflion has 

been altered by what has taken place fince that time, Now 
it mufl be in the recollettion of the Houle, that the Right 

Hon, Gentleman oppofite (Mr. Pit) faid at the ime that 
it was not fit 10 difcufls a fubjett of {o great a magnnude at 

fo late an hour of the night. In this recommendation I ac- 
haw becaufe 1 do not approve of the praétice of Intro- 
ueing motions of importance at an unfealonable time, al- 

though I admit I may be as guilty of that praflice as any 

san. However, when I did {o yield to the fuggeflion of 

the Right Hon. Gentleman, I did net underfland him as 

hinting in the remotefl degree at what has fince pafled, and 

making fuch conditional agreement for delaying the bufi- 

pefs. I did not fay nor infinuate that the Houfe would be 

fatisfied with the refignation of*Lord Melville. 1 did, no 

doubt, fay that Miniflers might do their duty in the mean 

time, in fuch a way as might render it unneceffary to pro- 

pofc any meafure for the removal of Lord Melville; but 

1 was not looking to any courfe which Lord Melville 

might chufe for him{elf.’ If then we have loft the vote of 

she Hon. Gentleman, it is not becaufe we have varied our 

conduét, or on’ account of any thing that has {ince taken 

place, but becaufe I yield tw an argumentam ad verecun- 

diam, and confented to the delay propofed by the Right 

Hoo. Gentleman {Mr. Pitt). Sir, with regard to the 

fpeech of a Right Hon. Member oppofite (Mr. Canning), 

it is fo weak and irrelevant, I can fcarcely confider it as 

worth notice. It looks as if the joy and fausfaétion felt by 

the public at the vote of Monday night, and the nhog 

fpirit of the~country bad excited in the breafl of that 

Richt Honorable Gentleman, a f{pirit of indignation 

which vents itfelf, irrelevant, and deflitme of any 

grounds. Among other things, it charges an Honorable 

Friend of mine (Mr. G. Ponfonby) with advancing 

tyrannical and unconflitutional principles, Now, Si, 

whit are thefe principles ? My Hon. Friend, afier plainly 

and candidly flating-the cafe of Lord Meiville, fad, that 

a man, thus convitted by his own confeffion, fhould have 

been {ufpended from office. There ate innumerable cafes 

io which this courfe has been taken, and ther
e 1s not one 

precedent of the contrary way. Wha, in the name of 

God! when our Steward has betraved our
 confidence, and 

beén, upon his own confeflion, guilty of grofs mifmanage- 

ment, mufl we continue him in that t
ruft and fituation, lefl 

we thould prejudice his charafter ? and, are we to be told, 

that it is unconflitutional and. tyr
annical to obferve that cau- 

tion which is neceffary to prevent the continuance
 of the 

injury and the evil? A contrary. cour
fe may have facshed 

the Right Hon, Gentleman, who 
thought bef to continue 

Mr. Trotter in office, lefl his difmiffal might prejudice his 

charafter ; and ths, afier ‘Mr, Trotter had confefled his 

own mifcondul, and was, 10 the knowledge of the Right 

Hon. Gentleman, throwin
g every obflruétion in the way 

of an enquiry, neceflary to the attainment of the ends of 

juflice, But, if the Right Hon,
 Gentleman thought it right to 

continue -and encourage Mr. Trotter, 
under {uch circum- 

flances, why has he difmiffed
 him now ? The vote of th

e 

Houfe on ‘Monday night
, only related to Lord Melville ; 

. Lr. Trotter, adhuc sub judice
 lis eft. 
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miral Keppel, becaufe they differed from him in political 

fentiments? 1 do remember, however, that, at a time when 

this country was in great danger, when its very exiflence 

was at flake, a propofition for the defence of the country, 

the molt economical for Government, and the moft hberal 

and fpirited, on the part of the perfon propofing ; I mean 

an offer from Taviflock, to raife a bedy of men, was re- 

jedted by the Noble Lord, becaufe he knew the late Duke 
of Bedford was to .command them. I do not mention the 

citcumflance in compliment to the memory of my much- 

lamented friend. I have related the anecdote only to thew 

how unfounded thofe panegyrics are upon the liberality of 
Lord Melville. There is another cafe, which proves how 

litle his Lordfhip deferves the praife of never fuffering his 

conduct to be influenced by party feeling; 1 mean the dif- 

miffal of the Dean of Faculty of Advocates of Edinburgh 

(the Hon, Henry Erfkine), the brother to my worthy 

friend who fits near me ; two men, to whom, if any extra- 

ordinary exertions of virtue were neceffacy, I do not know 

any to whom 1 fhould look with more confidence, But 

the cafes of; Sir €hatles Grey and Sir John Jarvis (Lord 

Grey and Earl Su. Vincent), have been referred to as in- 

flances of the great liberality of Lord Melville. I have 

taken the trouble of looking over the Journals for this cafe, 

in which the Right Hon. Gentleman has made fo .much 

parade of the fuppori received by the parties from Lord 

Melville. Did he do fo not knowing their caufe to be 

juli? Thefe two meritorious Officers, it appears, when on 

fervice in (he Well-Indies, had remedied the blunders of 

the Adminiftratjon, of which the Noble Lord was a part; 

but, in fo doing, had made themfelves refponfible by un- 

| dertaking a meafiire not exatily within their inflruttions, 

and this 1s the fitgation in. which my Lord Melville makes 

a ment of lus [upport. Now, Sit, having made thefe ob- 

fervations, 1 mufl allude to what has fallen from a Bank 

Direflor (Mr. Thornton), That Hon. Gentleman admits 

that Lord Melville has been guilty of negligence and inat- 

tention in office. Sir, 1 can only fay, that the vote of 

Monday night went much farther, and if the Hon. Gen
- 

tleman thinks it did not charge a greater offence, he ought 

not to have fupported it. Now, Sir, I have no objettion 

to fay, that in confequence of what has fallen from the 

Right Hon. Gentleman oppolite (Mr, Pitt), and from the 

Hon. Gentleman who fits upon the {ame fide of the Ho
ufe 

with me (Mr. Bankes), 1 have no wilh to prefs the Houfe 

to a divifion. The Hon. Gentleman fays, we may do 

hereafier what is now propofed. 1 think fo too; and, what 

is more, I think we muft-do fo. - He adds, that we cannot 

yet know how the bufinefs may - turn put, and that 1t may 

come to an impeachment, In this alfo I agree with him; 

but I fear fome Gentlemen do not difcriminate as they 

ought in the proceedings, which the cafe demand
s. If the 

Attorney General is'to be direlted to take legal fleps for 

the recovery of the fums which have bean 
made from the 

public money, that is a civil procefs. 1f allo feveral grants 

have been made to Lord Melville, it may be neceffary to 

enquire on what grounds His Majefly has been in
duced to 

make them ; and if they have been made upon mifr
eprefen- 

tations, they ought to be revoked. Thefe, however, are 

all civil proceedings, and very diftin& from the 
courfe that 

(hould follow his conduét, confidered as a breac
h of the law. 

\Vhatever courfe then may be taken upon the civi
l fide of 

the queflion, I tink the addrefs is the beft mode of fin
i(h- 

ing the criminal proceedings. However, after the declara- 

tion of the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Put), and made 

the way it is, 1 have no objeflion to delay it 3 becaufe, 

after fuch an affurance, and from fuch a quarter, I think 

there can be no danger of Lord Me
lville being placed In 

any office of trull. ‘With regard, Sir 10 the pum (himent 

fought for, 1 find that, during the 45 years of His 
prefent 

Majelly’s reign, there have been but two perfons upon 

whom the punifhment of removal from His
 Majefty’s Privy 

Council has been inflified ; the Duke of 
Norfolk, and my- 

felf. Now, Sir, I may venture to fay, 
for both of us, that 

we want no fuch companion as Lord Melvi
lle. In Ireland, 

no doubt, fome inflances have occurred. 
There is one cafe 

pariiculaily, I mean that of my honored and efl
eemed friend, 

In confequence of the union, he comes n
- 

to the fame fituation as the Duke. of Norfolk and myf
elf; 

and, therefore, though, for our own part, we
 did-not objeét 

to the company of Lord Melville, we do 
not wilh to intso- 

duce my cftecmed and revered friend, the profecutor of 

public abufes, the fupporter of virtue, p
regeminent in puri- 

ty, as he 1s in talents, to the ‘company 
of Lord Melvilie,— 

After the declaration of the Right Hon. Genilem
an, he 

admirted it wis not 

flored ; and in that cafe the motion not being prefling, 
ke 

had no objéflion to its being withdrawn. But admitting 

that, sod upping this cor to be 
taken, it may be worth 

confidering how flands, fuppofing Lord Melville 

refigned, and the bufinefs to proceed nofarther. On Moa- 

day we voted the premifes. Does, then, the Hon, Mem- 

ber (Mr. Bankes) mean to negative the co
nclufion ? Is that 

the*courfe ‘which the “accurate mind
 of the Hon, Member - 

approves ; that we fhould pronounce Lord M
elvilie guilty, 

but refufe to call for judgment upon him ? 
Such would be 

the inconfiflency which the motion, if nega
tived, would 10- 

volve ; but if it be only withdrawn, the cafe will not be fo 

aokward. There may be alfo this further reafon for de
lay, 

that fomething may bs expetied to be don
e in the meac 

poflible that Lord Melville could be re- 

be thankfully received. —Printing in general executed with dispatch. 
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time. ‘The queflion has made a greater impreffion u 

the -public trtnd. than any cafe rs sic for — 

years. The public were grateful to the Houle for their 
condul, and looked up to them with joy and thankfulnefs, 
But. was the Houle to be anxious only| for their own cha- 

rafler, and to be inattentive to the hondur of the Govern- 

ment and the Crown? The Houfe of Commons have pro- 

ved themfelves the true reprefentativés of the people, by 

exprefling their indignation at the conduf} of Lord Melville ; 

but not a fingle mark of difapprobation| has been exprelled 

by His Majefly.. No fuch difapprebation can be implied 
from the refignation of Lord Melville.’ | The refignation of 

a Minifler may be the mof) honorable aff of his life. It bas 
fallen to my lot to be in office, and to have refigned more 
than once; and I went next day to Cdurt, feehng myfelf 

neither punithed nor degraded, to pay my refpetis and du- 
ty to my Sovereign, May not Lord Melville do the fame ? 

Dearly as 1 love this Houfe, as the {gurce of every great | 

public benefit and advantage to the country ; dearly as [ 

love it, as the corner-flone of the Canftitution, and the 

foundation of our liberties; I will not fay, that it is morg, / 

dangerous that the nation fhould Jole. its confidence 

in the Houfe of Commons, than ity confidence in the 

Throne. And is there not a danger that fuch may be the 

cafe, if it may be fad that, upon a Bg queflion like this 

the Houfe of Commons have done their duty, but His 

Majefly has been fatished in a different; manner? Sir, this 

will not be a nine days wonder.. From the impreflion 

which it has made upon the public, and the flate of ferment 

in which the agitation of it may long keep the public mind, 

will it be right, I alk, to enable thofe perfons, who may not 

be the befl difpofed towards the wy Ng part of our 

Conflitution, to draw a line between His Majefty and the 

Parliament ? 1 warn Miniflers of their duty to take care 

that nafuch language fhall be held, by leaving, no pretence 

for it, or implicating the true interel of the Throne,— 

Trufting, therefore, that Minifters will do their duty, I have 

no objection that the Motion (hould be withdrawn, in the 

conhdence of a more complete and (amisfalory explanation 

and conclufion at a future day.” | 

Mr. Wirserrsorce did not ap} rchend any danger 

at the prefent day, but nmes might Dereafier arrive more 

liable to danger, and favorable to abufes, and it was the du- 

ty of the Houle w att with diligence and attention in con
- 

templation of fuch future times. At the fame ume that he 

was fatisfied with every thing that he had {aid upon the lait
 

night, he agreed with thofe who wifhed the motion to be 

withdrawn for the prefent. He owned that he conceived 

the delay was granted for the purpofe of affording an op- 

portunity to Lord Melville of withdrawing, and he left 
the 

Houfe without any expeétation of the prefent meafure be- 

ing brought forward. So far as he ad an opportunity of 

converfing with Gentlemen upon it, he thoinght 1t came by 

furprife. He would not fay that he thould vote for it, 

but he would not fay that he fhould [vote againfl it in the 

detail, and after he had an opportunity of giving it a more 

mature confideration. The Houfe were bound to att upon 

principles of independence ; but he could not help faying, 

that, in circumflances like the prefent, they thould not
 ex- 

ercife a legal juflice, but proceed upan the eternal a
nd um- 

verfal principles of right. He, therefore, regretted, that 

party principles were adverted to in the courfe of t
he night. 

Gentlemen upon {uch a queflion ought to divell themf
elves 

of {uch principles, and att only upon the broad balis of j
ul- 

tice and hiberaluy, He agreed tha this would not be a 

nine days wonder, por 2 tranfient feeling, but that the vote 

of Monday night would be recorded [in the page of hiftory, 

as one of the brightelt eveuts of the prefent day. Looking 

at it therefore in that flauering pour of view, he did not 

with to take”away from the effect w hich the vote of Mon- 

day night had produced upon the public mind, For this 

reafon he wifhed the Hon, Geatlemin to withdraw th
e mo- 

tion, at the fame time withing »t to be underflood, that he 

gave no promife whether he fhould vole for it hereafte
r or not, 

Mr, Furver exprefled a hope, that the Hon. Gentle- 

man who had moved the Refcluson would fift the mauter 

(0 the bottom. The public mind was greatly agitated by 

the fubjeét, and he truited, that if jt fhould be found thac 

the Noble Lord-had made any pdlf by the bufinefs, be 

fhould get a complete dofe of Tartet emetic, which would 

force lam to difgorge the public mopey. | If any thing had 

been wrefled from the public purld, he| hoped the Hon, 

Gentleman would follow up the mater to the utmodl, in or
- 

der that fuch fums might be reflored.. One Gentleman had 

faid they were two hally, another ih {aid the pumihment 

It 

had been fufficiently intlicted already, others f
ad fo and fo, 

He cared nothing about what was i id; but, as a reprefen- 

tative of the people, he felt it his duty to fee the money of 

the public properly difpofcd of, and hat the recover
y {hould 

aot be delayed, notwithflanding what any litle man, in 3 

grea: fituation, might fay vpoo the fubjett, 

Mr, TuorNTON explained, | 

Mr. Davin Scott fad, that jus only 
with was to ex. 

prefs a realon for the purpofe of igdncing the Hon.
 Gen- 

“tleman who had brought forward fhe queftion before the 

Houfe to withdraw his motion. If it was to be carried any 

further upon the prefent occabion, the public opimon w
ould 

be otherwife than st was at prefent ; inflead of
 imputing the 

condut of the Hpufe to the real motives, they vould fay 

that the meafure arofe, not from a wilh 0 do public
 jullice, 
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