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Parliamen tary Intelligence. 
ir LADD 2 B— 

LONDON, Aenii 0. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, April 10. 

LORD MELVILLE. 
Mr. Pirr informed the Houfe of the refignation of the’ 

office of Full Lord of the Admiraliy by Lord Melville, 
aod of His Majelly’s acceprance of the fame, | 

EF Mr. Wairtsreanp moved, that the lall refolution of 
the Houfe paffed on Monday, refpelling the conduét of 

BF Lord Melville, be read, which being read accordingly, he 
i addreffed the Houfe to the following efieét :—* The notice 
of the refignation of Lord Melville cannot be unexpetied ; 

but this fingle alt can, by no means, anfwer the great ends 
of public jullice, or the defigns of this Houle, afier having 
paffed the refolution winch has now been read. If the 1l- 

; fue of the debate of the might before lal were merely to be 

Fk the triumph of a party, that party might be fatished becaule 

1 & Mts triumph was complete, and the Noble Lord had thought 

§ at prudent to retire, But neither. I, nor thofe who voted 
2%" with me on the recent occafion, have condelcended to party 
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motives, I undertook the caufe of the public, and in this 

moment of urgent necefhiy the caule of ihe public 1 will 

not abandon. If I know any thing of my own heart, any 
thing of the immediate feelings by which I'am aftuated, 

‘there is no portion of the vindictive principle in my conduft, 

and having obtained the verdi& of the Houfe 1 fhould here 

flop. But, Sir, I am not permitted to gratify my withes, 

the {ituation of the country requires that I fhould fill per- 

fevere, My Lord Melville has not yet been difmifled from 

the prefence and Councils of his Sovereign : true it 1s, he 

has tendered the refignation of one of the numerous offices 

he held, and in chische has done what every di‘creef man in 

his fitvation would have performed ; but if the Houife pro- 

ceed no further, he may be reilored to-morrow, and the na- 

tion may again feel the confeqnences of his mal-admin: fira- 

tion. Is it fit, is it decent, after the refolution you have 

“paffed, that this fhould be poffible ? Qughr he not to be ba- 

nifhed for ever from the Councils of State ? On reflecting 

on the late determination of the Houle, I am perfuaded 

there is no man in the country who will not review it with 

confcious pride and fefvent gratitude, with emotions of joy 

and triumph, There is, Sir, no page in the hiflory of Par- 

liament which will be perufed with nore (atisfaction, There 

was a numerous convention of the Members, the event w
as 

doubtful, the fcales werg equally poifed, and ut remained 

for you to decide between two centending parties—for you,
 

who belong to no party, to whom no party views can be 

atiributed—of whom none can be furmifed. Such, Sir, 

was the important fituation in which you were placed, and 

vour decifion did honor to your heart and to 
your under- 

flanding ; and you will be rewarded by the love and
 applaufe 

of your country. Popularity which fucceeds to fuch afti- 

ons, is the higheft gratificanon the mind of man ca
n enjoy, 

pext to the ferene confolation it receives 
from the confciouf- 

nels of a faithful difcharge of its duties. No man can fre- 

uent the places of refort in this capital, without 
witnefling 

the fentiments of congratulation by which th
e public 1s ani- 

mated. without hearing the language of a
p robation direéted 

to the Commons of England. But we all not complete 

the work which is fo well begun; we thall not anfwer 
the 

expectations we have fo honorably 
excited, if we flop here, 

+f we admit Lord Melville again 
to appear in the Couacils 

of the Empire.—W ule 1 exprefs thele opinions, I fubmt 

them with peculiar deference and refpe
t to the confideran- 

on of the Houfe, becaufe I know 
Iam addreiling my (elf to 

thofe who have condutted themfelves 
in a way moft reputa- 

ble to themfelves, and molt 
beneficial to their country, 

I 

¢ enti « which would not be 
fhould reluftantly urge any {entim

ent ara 

congenial with your feelings: 
but from all I have Ee : e 

from perfons unconnected 
with any party, from y p ry 

underfiood from the party to which 
1 belong, (av we " 

der it an honor to belong 1
0 that party) from all 1 have

 rh 

from every defcription of men, the uniform pr 2 

1 more mull be done ; ulterior proceedings mull w: 

ad we mull acquaint His 
Majelly, according to ho

 

folemn formg In which we are conv
erlant, that Ee 

ville ought to be removed from
 every public oe b 

holds, and for ever be excluded 
fron the Song s, and 

be 

banifhed from the prefence 
of hus Sovereign, Yet not ne 

ly the head of this combination, but the inferiors in offic 

Has Mr. Trotter been d
ifmiffed ? 

require fome attention.===% ive.) Has Mr. 

Mr. Canning anfwered mn the afhirmauve vivid 

0 dif arded ? (
The reply wa

s in | 

r% gris? public officers have 

on. Gentleman, (
Mr. Canning 

he ought, from def
erence and refpeét 

- If Mr. Wilion be n
ot diretied to re- 

rat pert he fori 16 difmifs
 him ? It mull evi- 

he ought no longer 

both were. driven from their fituations 

be dene ; and I ta
ke this sppersiiey

 = giv- 

tire already, 15 it r upon the tenth Report, 
dently apped : Pe 

more a it is my defire to move, { 

ing not : sted roceed againit 

‘General be o the public may r 
ractices, whic 

Ale 

been retained, the 

) has vot done what 

10 this Houfe, to have 

i. 

the reflitution of (he property of the State. There are | 
other proceedings neceffarily - refuliing from the tenth Re- 
pe If the queflion fhould be carried, we are far from 
aving finifhed the duties of the day. 

at the dawn, but it is an aufpicious dawn; and when the 

fun fets, 1 hope it will fet in glory, With regard to that 
part of the fubjeét on which the Houfe has before decided, 
nothing could be more obvious than the line of conduét it 
ought to have take#t, and nothing more correft than that 

{ which it bas adopted ; butjthere are other parts in which 

fome preparation is neceffary. It at firlt occurred io me to 
be right to make a motion exprefsly on the fubjeét of the 
transfer of the public money, in the cuflody of the Treafu- 

ver of the Navy, to other offices ; yet, as I found it to be 

the opinion of fome Gentlemen, that fuch a transfer might 
admit of apology, if not of vindication, 1 have not perfeve- 

red in this defign ; it will, however, be propofed, that a Se- 

leék Committee be dppointed to enquire into the tranfattion, 
notwithflanding the explanation given by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, (Mr, Pitt) as to the portion of the amount fo 

transferred. No fubjeft of greater moment can be fubmit- 

ted to the Houfe, Such condut may, in fome inflances, 

be excufable, in others, meritorious; but if it fhould pals 
unnoticed, what an example, what a precedent would appear 

wo fanétion the mifcondutt of future officers of the Crown ? 

It is extremely remarkable, that this appropriation of the 

funds devoted to the Navy, to other fervices, was never 

prathfed before, and never after, the Trealurerfhip of Lord 
Melville, It was impollible, under fuch circumflances, not 

to entertain fufpicions, But how Much was fufpicion in- 

creafed, when we are told that all the records of the tranf- 

atiions were deftroyed? Is not this fufficient even to con- 

vert doubt into certainty, and will not this juflify the moll 

unfavorable conflruétion ? If thefe records ‘were of a fecret 

nature; they ought, at leall, to be depofited in a place of fe- 

curity, to be produced and infpetted at a future period, 

when concealment was no longer neceflary ; the deftruéhon 

of fuch materials of information muft be underflood as an 

act of felf-condemnation. In the prefent peculiar circum- 

flances, not only the particulars of the Report, bat matters 

unconnefied with that Report, ought to be referred to the 

Committee. When I lafl had the honor of addrefling you, 

Sir, it was my intention to have faid a few words on tie con- 

duét of the Bank, but it then efcaped my recolleétion, It 

appeared the vouchers of the Bank ifelf were deficient. — 

Subfequently an explanation was attempted, and the negle 

was aitributed to the perfon who produced a counter-Rtate- 

ment. Wherever the culpability lies, let it be underflood 

to whom the imputation fhould be dirééted ; it does feem that 

the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) is not without fault, 

and if fufpicion fall upon him, let him be heard in his own 

vindication. I did, explicitly, charge him with being informs 

ed of the irregular mode in which the banking account of the 

Treafurer of the Navy was conduéied, and he has never yet 

explained why heéfacidy {uffered this violation of the Ad 

of Parliament. The confideration of this part of the cafe 

mull alfo be referred to the Committee, The circumfilance 

refpelting Mr. Jellicoe will alio devolve under the fame 

clas of enquiry. Its calculated to make a deep imprefii- 

on upon the mind, It is not only Lord Melvilie who 1s 

implicated, but the Commiflioners of the Trealury appear 

to be partakers of this erine, They granted, as a quietus, 

to the Treafurer of the Navy, 24.000l to {upport the de
- 

‘falcation. ‘The Right Hon. Gentleman, in the laft debate, 

miflook between an item of 134 millions, and another of 186 

millions. Such was the cffect of official prodigaluty, that, 

52 millions were of little account. Here the {um in queihi- 

on is merely 24.0001. but if it is only 24.000 pence, the 

grounds of invelligation are the fame, and the Lords of 
the 

Treafury have abandoned, in this tranfation, the pri
nciples 

to which they ought to have rigidly adhered, The molt 

important and {enous enquiry, mofl important and
 ferious 

both as it refpeéts Lord Melville and the public, 1s, nto the 

connexion and intereft that Nobleman may or ma
y not have 

had, with the peculation, of Mr. Trotter. if under the 

difficulties attending fuch a fubjeéd, it be pollible to afcer- 

«ain the truth, the Committee of the Houle w
ill not be de- 

ficient, either in vijlance or difcernment, to enable them- 

felves to expofe the fa€ls of the cale. “The long adammilra- 

tion of my Lord Melville would, at leaft, afford abundant 

materials, and fome. of the moft curious {yflems of arithme- 

tical computation would be difclofed. I think Swift has 

(omewhere faid, that in the calculation of the Cu
floms 2 and 

2 do not make 4; it will be difcovered that my Lord Mel- 

ville, adopting the fame dotrine of quantity, difall
owed that 

and 4 were coincident, as I fhall prefemly explain. — 

Lord Melville uttered continual complaints
 that he was op- 

preffed with the weight of his official duties, yet it was ne- 

ceffary, for the arrangement of adminiflration, that he fhould 

remain Prefident of the Board. of Controul, Secretary of 

State, and he fhould have the principal conduld of
 the war. 

But was it equally fo, that he fhould occupy the fituation 

of Treafurer of the Navy ? At the firft view we
 thould an- 

fwer in the negative, and an abundant fupply of
 candidates 

may be found for an office where all the emolume
nt is to be 

received, and no fun@ions are to be difcharged, But rea- 

fons may be affigned 1 fuch candidates fhould be difa
p- 

pointed ; and here I will hint at a fatisfaftory folution of the 

arithmetical parodox to which Thave adverted. Lord Mel- 

ville refigns a flipend of 4o00l, as Secretary of Suite, and 

~ A plain man would fu 

We are yet only 
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commutes for it an equal income as Treaflurer of the Navy, 
| he would be neither richer nor 

poorer by this change ; but he would be, I fear, 'mofl egre- 
gioufly miflaken. Four and four, with flatefman, are not 
equal; nor 1s the received axiom with mathematicians cor. 

¥ 

reft, that things equal to the fame thing are equal to one 
another, Thus in this cafe, the 4000. as Toei of the 
Navy was fomewhat fatter ; it was of the femin gender, 
it was prurient; and by the laws of nature, as| politicians 
underfland them, capable of bearing a golden progeny. I 
confefs I cannot fupprefs my fulpicions when thefe truths, 
which have been. recognifed for centuries; are ir contro- 
verted, This, however, remains to be enquired into; bute 
we are no longer to be taught on the fat of his criminality : 
out of hisown mouth; under hisown hand he has acknowledged 
himfelf guilty of the offence with which he is ¢ barged, and 
the Houfe of Commons has voted in confequence of that 
confeffion, It is then expedient, for the fafety of the king- 

dom, that fuch perfons as Lord Melville A not 1nier= 
meddle with matters of State ; wis no lefs neceffary, as an 
example to future generations; and I trufl this! Houfe will 
jultify its former refolution, and vindicate its own honor, by 
addreifing His Majefly 10 remove this Nobleman from all 
offices whatever. It will be recollefied the office of Furft 

Lord of the Admiralty is not the only flatron (he holds in 
the Empire; the refignation, therefore, thus fir,” does not 
rnd theKing’s Councils of the man who is undeferving the 
confidence of his Sovereign : this infulated aét Bas not fatis- 
fied the juflice of the country, it is only one link of the 
chain, which mufi be broken to pieces, or it wii] be employ- 

ed to manacle the State. If the punithment of Lord Mel- 
ville had no concern with the interefls and with the fecuri- 

ty of the public, I fhould exclaim, ¢ Let him/ go free,” — 
By reflection on his paft condu&t, by the view of his pre. 
{ent difgrace, by the profpeft of his future fartunes, and, 
above all, by the painful confcicufnefs that he thas deferved 
the fufferings he endures, he has undergone, apd has yet to 
bear more than we can defire any man to fuflain, But the 
aim of all punithment 1s not the mifchief accruing to the ine 
dividual, but the benefit of fociety 3 and to pronfote this great 
end, it was a duty to the country not to admit this difline 

guithed criminal to efcape without the penalties which the 
law, and the authority of Parliament, have packed to his 

crimes. Lord Melville has engaged the conhdence of the 

Crown, and has been the fervant of the people; The King 
| has multiplied favours on his head, and withid a year of the 

‘time in which 1 am now fpeaking, 1500l. per annum has 
been granted to him, tn addition to huis poll of Firfl Lord of 

the Admiralty, This was not mere matter of conjetture, 

the account was upon the table, and the tfanfattion was 

public before the world. lt was, indeed, {upipoled, that no 

new honore and emoluments awaited the ambition of Lord 

Melville; it was imagined he had retired for|the remainder 

of his days into his native country. It was, peraaps owing 

to the peculiar difficulties and neceflities of the Right Hon, 

Gendeman, (Mr. Pit) that he was again, ‘unfortunately, 

invited to tread the public lage; he was called to hil the 

fecond official dignity in the ftate, and the | compliment of 

1500!l. per annum was granted, in addition to the emolue 

ments of that eminent lation. A queflion may arife, if this 

be a grant for Life, if this patent gift, fo long as he fhail 
hold the Privy Seal of Scotland, be indeed that fort of per 

petuity ? Should it be revocable, it ought to be cancelled 3 

if irrevocable, the more is it to be lamented that the proper- 

ty of the nation fhould devolve mto unworthy hands. Whe 

wete the advifers of this grant, and alfo of gthers, io differ- 

ent branches of his fanuly, will be another proper {ubjett of 

future invefligation, I here more particulaply allude to the 
gift to Lady Melville, which, if I am not wifinformed, was 

conceded in a clandefline manner, It feems to me Lighly 

probable, that the perfons who figned tlicir names. io that . 
grant were not duly pprifed of the ory of the inflru. 

ment they then pafhively fanétioned with their authority .— 

Sir, I have already exprefled my wilh t¢ condult myfelf 

with particular refpett to the Houle, undef the encourage. 

ment | have fo recently obtained during my exertions in 
the public caufe, and 10 the confidence 1 feel that it will 
perievere in the difplay of the fame fpirit) by which ut has 

been fo honorably diflinguifhed ; I [hall not, Derefore, prefs 

the fubje€l farther than the Houfe will approve, but {hall 
now, after this general explanation, cortent my felf with 

moving, *‘ That an Addiefs be prefented;to His Majelly, 

to romuve Lord Vifcount Melville from all the ofbces hd 

holds in the Siate, and from the Royal Louncals and pree 

fence, for ever.” 

Mr. Caxvisc rofe and fad, rhat he could not help 

feeling, notwithflanding the variety of profeilions that were 

made as to the fubjeét now under confideration of the 

Houfe, that, in the midft of the topics which had been urs 

ged on all fides, from thofe who brought forward and fupe 

ported this motion, there remained {ometfing miore behind 

than what was fuffered to appear in open yiew. The Hon, 

Gentleman who brought it forward made. it an accufauon 

againft Lord Melville, that’ he has done gvery thing in his 

power to fhew his re(pett for, and to acqmefce in, and bow 

to the opinion of the Houle, and that he deferves there 

fore to be followed up with feverity. He/thought this mode 
of argument was the direét reverfe of what 11 ought 10 be, 

and Hattered himfelf the Houle would be of the fame opr- 

gion.==1he Hon. Gentleman bad allo particulirly addicle 
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