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fubjeft, he did fo, 

- bell qualihed to execute them with fuccefs, wi 

Fed him, and afked whether be had yet difinifled Mr, Trot. 
ter ? He had, he faid, explained himfelf on this fubjet the 
other night, and had informed the Houfe that he had not 
then difmiffed Mr. Trotter, becaufe be thought it would 
be highly unjuit to de fo while this meafore was pending. 
He was happy to think that other opinions, for which he 
fhould ever-entertain the highefl refpeét, coincided with his 
own, and that they all agreed it would not have been fit or 
proper that he, who was at the head of an office in which 
the perfon accufed held a fecondary fituation, fhould be 

- 

the bifl to Rigmaiife him before the fubjeét was inveftigated, 
and thergby throw 4 great degree of odin oh his charac 

ter, which might operate vety injurioufly againfl him, in 
the opinions of hole before. hon bis conduét was to be 
tned.—He did not, therefore, at that time difmifs him, but 
as [oon as the judgment of the Houfe was known on that 

He had bowed with reverence and ref- 
pett to their opinion and decifion, and Mr. Trotter was no 
longer Paymaller, The Right Hon. Gentleman here ad- 
verted with great warmth to what had been urged the other 
night by Mr, G. Ponfonby on this fubjeét; and faid, that 
# ye Hon. and Learned Gentleman were then prefent, he 
hoped he would come forward and own. that if he then 
fpAfas a Briofh lawyer—attuated by Biritith principles, 
and Bragth fentiments—the opinions he then delivered, and 
the hardl mealures he recommendéd to be adopted, were 
cruel. tyranmeal, and defpotic.—( During his delivery of 
the batter sentences, the Right Hon, Gentleman repeatedly 
applied his right hand so forcibly on the red trunk on the 
table, as to excite a umversal cry. of hear! hear | hear!) 
A fecond quellion, he fad, had been afked by the Hon, 
Gentleman who made this motion: whether Mr. Wilfon 
was difmuffed ? to which he had anfwered no. Mr. Wil. 
fon, he fad, during the tranfaétions alluded to, flood in the 
fitdation of atting occafionally for, and doing the duty of, 
the Paymafler, and, as fuch, he bad been obliged, in the 
courfe of performing that duty, to draw money on different 
occafions, as circumflances might require. When called 
upon to an{wer before the Commiflioners, it was natural for 
him to confider, that he might fubjett himfelf to the danger 
of pains and penaliies, and therefore he refufed to anfwer, 
No charge whatever of his having received any emolument 
or advantage from any money he had thus drawn, or being 
in any manner implicated further in the tranfatign, than 
what he had flated, had ever been urged againfl him, and 
therefore, ull this that he has done 1s determined by a legal 
tnibunal to be an at of criminality, he fhould certainly re- 
tain him in the fitwation he had held. As to what the 
Hon. Gentleman had hinted at, as to circumflances that 
were myfienous, he could not conceive, but thought 1t ex- 
tremely myfterious and” incomprehenfible to hear him at- 
tempt to make it appear that what Lord Melville had done 
as an aft of humiliation, and to thew his re{pett for the 
opinion of the Houle, {hould be deemed a mark of perverfe- 
nefs,.—He then obferved, that from what had pafled on this 
night, he thought it neceflary 10 advert to the praéiice of 
the principles of former periods ; and when the Houfe re- 
collefted the warmth, energy, and manly eloquence, with 
which the Noble Vifcount exerted himfelf in defending 
the charatiers of two Noble Commanders (Earl St. Vin- 
cent and the prefent Lord Grey, then Sir C, Grey), when 
they were attacked in that Houfe in 1795. by a motion for 
an Joquiry into their conduét; when they called to mind 
the zeal he eflified to refcue them from all imputation, and 
the exultation with which he propoled and carned an ad. 
drefs of thanks to them for their eminent fervices, they 
could not but be aftonithed to fee with what extreme eager- 
nels, at the clofe of his political career, Lord Melville was 
attempted to be hunted down by the friends of Earl SY. 
Vincent and his colleagues, . 
Mr. Grey fad, it was not his intention to have offered’ 

Roy obfervations to the Houfe on the prefent occafion, had 
it not been for the reproaches made by the Right Hon, 
Gentleman againfl the relatives of two Noble Lords (Grey 
and Sr. Vincent’s), whofe battles in that Houfe Lord 
Melville was reprefented to have fought with fuch valour 
and fuccefs. He, as one of the relatives of a certain No- 
ble Lord alluded to, muft difclaim any obligations on that 
fcore. The two Noble Lords had, indeed, been accufed 
by an Hon. Gentleman; but all that they requefled, all 
that" they had occafion to expeét or with at the hands of the 
Haute was juflice, and they bad obtained it. Amongll the 
difiinginined fervices performed in the courfe of the laft 
wai, theirs, perhaps, were the mofl fingularly eminent .i— 
They were, however, accufed of mifconduét ; and how dd 
they meet thar aecufation? Did they fly from trial? Did 
they leek deiay ? Had they recourfe to any fubterfuge? 
Did they claim the protettion of men in power ? No; they 
mei the charge manfully ; they were defended, and, becaufe 

cenfure, they were honorably acquitted, But for that, he, 
on (he part of thofe Noble Lords, muft difclaim even the 
acknowledgment of any eblgation. Lord Melville at that 
ume moved the counter refolutions, which reverfed thofe 
againfl them, and gave them the thanks and approbation of 
the Houfe ; but he would afk the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Put) oppofite to him, whether in thé Amendment, 
which compoled thefe Refolutions, the mover did not ex- 
prefs the fenle of the Houfe upon the fubjeét ? So far from 
admitting 1 to be any merit in Miniflers, that they appointed 
to the command of arduous and important military enter- 
prifes, men profefling differences with them in political 
opinions, that he fhould cenfure it to be one of the fevereft 
and mofl heinous charges that could be brought againft any 
Miniflers, to fay, that, on account of politcal differences, 
they would neglett to appoint fuch men as they thought 

honor to 
themielves, and glory and advantage to their country, The 
Right Hon. Gentleman therefore appeared to him extreme- 
ly unfortunate in this application, There was not, as far 
as he could fee, the leaft fimilarity in the two fituations.— 
The charges againilt Lord Melville were fubflantiated by a 
majority the molt refpefable, confidering the high quarter 
from whence it came, He did not then recolleét what the 
majority was on the other, but he well remembered that thé 
SuiRonity was no more than Sixteen / Having bees induced | 
N 

| 8 fay thos much in reference do ibe ill-judged and ill-timed 
provocation. given-him, he would now fay, in reference to 

the fubjett more immediately before them, that it was no 
in his only nor, he believed, in that of his Hon. Friend 

(Mr. Whitbread) to cherifh a perfonal refentment againft 
‘any man, and he difclaimed having any againft the Noble 
Lord who was the objeét of this Motion, His Hon. Friend 
had fhewn none of that bitternefs which was the charatter 
of refentment, and, without any vindiftive motives whateyer, 
only fubmitted the pi lc 
had already decided.” For his own part, p ht it nfi- 

ofts to femain upon its Journals. The Right Hon. Gen. 
tieman who {poke lafl, without having récourf2 to any argu- 
ment, was by no means nag in mifreprefentation. His 
Hon, Friend did ‘not, as was {a | 
Lord Melville to be an aggravation ofhis offences, but that 
it was not fufficient to fatisfy the juflice of the cafe. T. here 
certainly could be no great merit in his refignation, for were 
that Noble Lord to have met them this day, as firlt Lord | 
of the Admiralty, the charge would be upon the heads of 

“poffible for the Houfe to flop here, and fuffer the Refoluti. 

id, flate the refignation of 

 refignod bis office; 

no difficulty, by means 

charges were aggraval 
he was not heard in 
foe ud made a 

in office at the next | 

before t 

but hither he found no perfon willing to give any Tuck 
curity, With refpett 
to be expefled that the tpublic money fhould be fuffered 10 
remain in the hands of Ke delinquents, and they not be cal. 
led upon to refund ; that is a thing which I, for one, never 
will agree (0, I will make no fuch compromife; and, how. 
ever tenderly I may be difpofed, in this inttancs, to trea 
the Noble Lord, with whom, at the fame time, I never had 
the honour of exchanging a word in my life, I am inflexi. 

His Majefly’s Miniflers, The Right Hon. Gentleman, | bly determined to ufe every exertion in my power, that the 
however, feemed (urprifed that we thould expeét the refo- 
lutions of that Houfe to- be a bar to Lord Melville’s ever 

again holding -any confidential fituation; but, if fuch was. 
the fentiment of His Majefly’s Miniflers upqn the fubjeét, 
it {urely afforded. the firongeft argument, why the Houle 
(hould have a fecurity for his now being fo employed, oy 
concurring in the Addrefs now propofed to them, Thoug 
Lord Melville had refigned one of his fituations, he was {lll 
a Privy Counfellor, and therefore the honour and confifl- 
ency of the Houfe required, that they fiionld take fuch mea- 
fures as were moft likely. to produce his difmiffal from it, — 
The Noble Lord had indeed taken care to fecure to himfelf 
fome places for life; but there were others which he only 
held at the will of the Crown ; and he afked, whether the 
honor of the Houfe would allow him to retain for a while, 
and, after all his delinquency, thefe penfions and emolu- 
ments ? The charge by the Right Hon. Gentleman againft 
lis Hon, Friend (Mr, G. Ponfonby), behind him, of ty- 
rannical and defpoiic doétrines, was perfectly unfounded, 
His Hon, Friend had Rated, that it would be neceffary to 
take meafures for fecuring the appearance of the offenders, 
to anfwer the charges againfl them, and in that he was per- 
fectly correct, and juftihed by all legal analogy. In all ca- 
{es, where a man was acgufed of an offence, it provided, that 
he fhovld be fecured, to abide the 1fTue ; but this was morc 
than a imple accufation ; for Lord Melville and Mr. Trot- 
ter were already found guilty, and, after the Report of (he 
Commilhioners, neither of them fhould have been one mo- 
ment longer {uffered to continue in any place of truft. He 
concluded by obferving, that as nothing had hitherto been 
faid in oppofition to the motion, which in any way could ap- 
ply to the reafon of the Houfe, he was determined to fup- 
ort it, 

’ Mr. G. Ponsonsy—* I rife, Sir, in confequence of 
the general allufion which the Right Hon. Gentleman has 
been pleafed to make to me, and think it the more incum- 
bent on me to do fo, as the good opinion of the Houfe of 
Commons, which has ever been dear to me, is now doubly 
endeared, by the augufl and venerable elevation to which 
the character of this great alfembly has, by its vote of Mon. 
day lafl, been juflly raifed, in the greatful eflimation of us 
Conflituents, The Right Hon. Gentleman was pleafed to 
fay, that, were’ I a Britifk Lawyer, I never would have 
exprelled fuch harfh and tyrannical opinions, I am, Sir, 
however, a little the more reconciled to thefe opinions, as a 
Right Hon, and Learned Gentleman oppolite me (the 
Maller of the Rolls), accuflomed to prefide in one of the 
highef} tribunals of this country, with great honour to him- 
felf, and equal advantage to the public, and whofe fenti- 
ments on legal, as well as all other fubjecis, are conflantly 
recetved by this Houfe with the greatefl deference, did nor, 
in that difcullion, think them unworthy of his attention, — 
In the eflimation, however, of the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
I am not, it feems, to be deemed as a Britifh Lawyer.— 
Sir, I will tell that Right Hon. Gentleman, that I am not 
athamed of my country, and, I hope, my country is not 
alhamed of me. If he fets fo high and exclufive a value 
upon Brith blood, and every thing elfe that is Britifh, I 
may, perhaps, be very little objetionable on that account ; 
for, perhaps, I have as good Britufh blood flowing in my 
veins, as can be boafled of by that Right Hon. Gentleman. 
Though I have not had the talents that could have raifed 
me at fo early a period of life to fo exalted and lucrative a 
ftation, yet, at this late period, he has been ie fo to in. 
vell me with the charaller of being the advocate of tyranny 
and defpoufm. By my having fad, that the Right Hon. 
Gentleman’s having continued Mr. Trotter in office, mull 

their actions were found more deferving of applaufe than have proceeded from the confcious fenfe he had of that 
Gentleman’: innocence; I do not confider myfelf to have 
advanced any thing irrational—fbr {urely he woald not have 
atled in a very unconflitutional manner, if; while thofe 
proceedings were pending, and the report of the Committee 
{ufpended over the head of Mr, Trotter, he had, for that 
interval at leall, fufpended him in the execution of a truft 
which he was charged with having fo egregi ufly abufed, 
Sir, with all the refpett and reverence that I mufl bear for 
{fo young 2 man, in fo high and confidential a fituation, I 
fhould with him to confine himfelf to what I aflvally did 
fay ; for, much as 1 admire his wonderful talents at fo carly 
an age, I affure him that I am not fo ambitious as to with 
that he fhould make fpeeches for me. To come now to the 
inmediate queflion, I mufl confefs, that however right it 
may be to follow up the late -refolutions by an addrefs to 
His Majeflly, if 1 had the official and authentic fecurity 
that the refignation of Lord Melville would be the end of 
his political exiflence, I fhould be difpofed to acquielce in 
£8 fuggettion that this fubject may not be relled any far- 
ther.—But I cannot {o eafily account for the great anxiety 
prevailing upon this {ubjeét on the other fide of the Houfe, 
when 1 recolleét that, in the Adminiflration of the Right 
Hon. ‘Gentleman (Mr. Pit), it has not been a very unpre: 
cedepted thing for perfons to be flruck off the Lift of Privy 
Counfellors, againft whom there were no fuch refolitions 
a thefe now before us, “ Though Lord Melville had now 

money thus fo Wegally| appropriated to the perfonal ufe of 
the delinquent¢“fhall be refunded to the public. With re. 
pee to the 1 Hop. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) himfelf, 
ough I will ff ¢-prem turely bring, at this time, a direct 

charge againft him, yet I cannot avoid feeing that there iy 
a ferious charge of criminal laxity in the proceedings of he 
Trealurer upon the Report, and therefore mufl contend that 
there fhould be an invelligation into the condué of the fu. 
perior, as well as into that of the inferior officers,” 

Mr. Canyinc explained, that what he fad in regard 
to the return of Lord Melville to office was, that it would not 
take place as long as the Refolutions remained unrefcinded, 

Mr. R. Tuornrton fated, that a letter had been fent 
fone time ince, by Mr. Canning to the Bank of England, 
prohibwsng the ilfue oflany money to Mr, Trotter or Mr, 
Wilfon, without an order figned by himlelf which had been 
firicily complied with.) He alfo explained that, from the 
time when Lord Melviite came nto the office of Trealurer 
of the Navy, in 1786, down to the year 1793, no {ums 
were iffued from he Bank to the Paymaller without the 
purpole for which it was wanted being fpecified. but fince 
that time to the year 1Bog, a contrary prattice had prevail. 

than that which he gave in favour of the refolutions, becaufe 
he thought he connived at thofe prattices ; but as there was 
no proof ef his having done 0, from corrupt motives, he was 
determined to vote againfl the prefent motion, 

Mr. Barnuan fard, that when he accufed two Noble 
- Lords (St. Vincent and Grey) of mifconduct in the Weil. 
Indies, on a former occafion, he did it from the information of 
others, and not from ani perfonal hoflility, as they themfelves 
knew, but in difchargd of the moll painful duty of his hfe, 
As to the prefent motiin, he faid, he thould fupport it, hop- 
ing that a man, fo fligmatifed by the refolutions of the Hoiife 

| 

| 

of Corminons, would fot be retained in His Majefly’s Pre 
vy Council, | : 
Mr. Bankes faid] that as he had not the honour of any 

perfonal acquaintance with the Hon, Mover of this meafure, 
he could not prefume ito offer him his advice ; but if he may 
be fo permitted, he Hould recommend to him to withdraw 
his motion, and not pfefs it at this time; for the very fame 
reafons which induce | him to fuppert the refolutions, would 
now determine him to vote againfl the Addrefs. Ii was, 
he thought, a fufliciept humiliation of Lord Melville, that 
he had been compelled to refign; and his having done fo, 
probably preceded any thing in the way of difmiffal which 
might have been intended by His Majefly or his Minifters, 

| He faw no probability whatever that the Noble Lord could 
be reflored to office while the enquiry was pending, and, 
therefore, he thought the motion was unneceffary, Ths 
was not the time for fuch a proceeding, as, perhaps, fome- 
thing, or even an impeachment, might hereafter-be the rea 
{ult of the enquiry, | He did not know that there was any 
precedent for {uch a/ proceeding, as, when difcuflions took 
place for fimilar addreffes againft Sir Robert Walpole, 
Lord Ranelagh, and others, thofe perfons were in office at 
the time, which was nft the cafe at prefer with Lord Melville, 

Mr. Winpuam obferved, that he flood at prefent in 
“his ufval predicament, in relation to the Hon. Gentleman 
who fpoke lafl, for they were {carcely ever on the fame fide, 
though they were fre uently on the fame bench. If he 
thought that the ends of the {fubflantial juflice thould other- 
wife be anfwered, be had much rather that the prefent mo- 
tion had not been bfought forward, but as he now found it 
formally before him{ he mufl, even in confiflency, {fupport 
it. He thought, hgwever, that due decorum to the former 
decifion of the Hohfe required that this fhould now pro- 
ceed, and particularly as fome furprife feemed to be exprefe 
fed at the opinion that the relolutions of themfelves would 
exclude the return of Lord Melville to office. If private 
motives of regard gould be fuffered, he fhould be inclined 
to adopt that mode which was thought the mofl lenient, but 
he found that was pot to be done with fecurity to the objefd 
of the Refulutions.| It was true, this was a corollary upon 
the Relolutions, bup the meaning of that corollary was, that 

from His Majefly’s Council for ever, which objeét was nog 
by the procefs of the former al. Be 

Lord Melville il remain out of office, and be'excluded 

completely fausficd 
that as it may, he mult for one contend, that in the difcule 
fion of the former hight, the Houfe had the whole cafe fub- 
flanuially before them, otherwife he would not have agreed 
to the Refolutions, for it would then have been a determi. 
nation on, a cafe imperfectly proved. He did- not conceive 
ther to have then jacted as if they were on a future occafion 
to be called upon | 
From that judgment ‘it refulted that fentence had been pro. 
nounced upon Lard Melville, that he was not * fis perfon 

ty 

either to remain ih ofce, or ever to be employed hereafier, 
The Houfe muil [be aware thar Lord Melville was a man 
who had; for a lang fucceffion of years, filled fituations of 
great fplendour 3nd authority ; thathe had méans of be. 
flowing the molt extenfive patronage ; that he was highly 
conneéied in the Jan j that he was furrounded by moll ny 

« 

* 

| 

| . 
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s oF the pref, to reprefent Lord Melz 
ville as an injured man, a viftim to party projeéls, that thé 

» that he had not a fair trial, chat 
in hig dwn defence, &c. and if thefe res 

ns 1 ny impreflion during the recefs, (he 
oufe need not be furprifed ac finding Lord Melville again 

ing of Parliament. If any man of - 
authority would undertake that Lord Melville would bow 

Houfe of P4rliament, retire from the political; 
and be heard of no oe would not infift upon sory | 

o the peculations, it furely was nog 

cd. Te faid he had been near twenty years a Member of 
that Houfe, and never in his life gave a more painful vote ~~ 

o revile or refcind their own judgment, 
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