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THE LATE NAVAL ENGAGEMENT.
Afier flating the particulars of the late Aétion between
the Britith fleet, under Admiral Calder, and the French
and Spanith combined fleet, [which have appeared in this
Gazene) Bell’s Meffrnger, of the 4th Aggull. remarks :

We mufl here be fomewhat technical, in order i explain

to our readers the gencul method of fea engagements, Tru-

ifme are fometimes neceflary, and we hope to efcape ndi-
cule in Rating a felf-evident thing, that all fhips mull be,
as to each other, windward or leeward, and in their tacks,
cither flarboard or larboard. A fleet to windward has in-
variably borne downiv a flanting line on another to leeward,
cach thip in a line abreall of the other, till they brought up
within a proper diflance for a clofe and general engagement
from van to 1ear. A fleet to leaward, therefore, defirous
to avoid a general engagement has fuil leifure to difable a

w ndward fleet dunng us a”m\ach to b:mlg:'. and when the.
la.cer has alumed a fitnanon for clofe encounter, the former

might bear"away at intervals, whilll enveloped with finoke;
or. by making more fail, might fhoot a head, and pour its
whole hre into the oppofite van, as it paﬂcd and wore 1n
fucceflion to form a new. line to leeward on the oppofite tack.

The myflery of the French ta€tics was formerly no more
than this; they never made an attack, but always courted a
leeward fituation; they have thus invariably difabled the
Brioth fleets in coming down to attion, and, upon feeing 1t
difabled. have made fail and demolithed the van in palling,
keeping clear of clofe engagement, and never lying fhip
ab:call : on the other hand the Britifh, from an irrehflible
d-fire of attack, have as conflantly conrted the windward
pofition have had their fhips conftantly difabled and {cpa-
rated and have never been able to clofe with the enemy, or
Waxe a capture,

Such was'the {vflem by which the French {ucceeded from
the naval enyagement with Admiral Byng in the Mediter-
ranean, 1756, to the re-enconnter with Admiral Greaves
off the Chetapeak, 1781 In Adaural Byron's engage-
ment off (}Q‘c'?rh. our fleet bore down to windward whn!ft
the enemy. bearing away, prevented an artack, upon their
rear, ora clofe engagement inthevan, O headmolt fhips
were either difabled 1n making the attack. as they received
the whole fire of the enemy’s line, as each {hip ot the latter
faTed and wore 1n fuccelhon, 1n order to form to lecward
upon the oppolite tack. The French adhered {o clofeiv to
this {yflem, that, to avoid all change of clofe or general en-
gigement, they forbo.e even to intercept our difabled fhips
which had ncceflarly fallen 1o leewa:d.

Such was the {upenority of the enemy’s taftics, that H
the year 1782, above thirty years pafled without anv con-
{picaons naval victory {hip indeced engaging with fhip. the
Butifh alwavs fucceeded ; but the advantage was ncver x.
tended to general engagement. Rodney fet the fitll ex-

“ample of an attack to leeward and'cutuing off the line; fince

then, in all general banjes. we have uniform!y triumphed.

" Rodney cpened a new @ra, and with the exczption of the
batt'e of the Nile, where the French ficet was at anchor,
the fame matceuvre of attacking to leeward, and cutting the

lLive. have uniformly fucceeded.—In Lord Howe’s victory,

the fignal was given (the firft we beiteve that was ever gi-
ven, for Rodney's was rather accident than defign for the
Buufh fleet 10 leeward 10 tack fuccellively and cut the
line; the two fleets were inflantly intermixed, the battle was
that of (hip to {hip. and the event was evadence of the fkill
of the attack—1Indeed fo fenfible were the French of the
caufe of our victory, that the Convention pafled a deciee
of death aganft that Captain who fhould ever fuffer the line
to be cut,

Lord St. Vincent, indeed, difregarded the regular {yftem
from having greater advantages in varying his plan of at-

tack ; but Lord Duncan, n the viflory off Camperdown,

cut the Dutch line immediately 1n the centre,

Such being the approved fyllem of 1attics and the invan-
able {uccefs of adopting them, 1t is afked did Sir Robert
Calder conform to them ; had he or had he not the opportu-
nity of applying them, or did he rejett them from choice.

At noon, on the 22d July; our gallant Admiral difco-
vered the combined flget to windward ; he immediaiely con-
certed his plan of attack, indeed, but one plan prefented
itfelf.—Having made fignals for the clofeflt order, he bore
down. upon the enemy, and upon clofing with them, made
the fignal for attacking the center.—W hen he had reached
their rear, he tacked his fhips in {ucceflion, evidently mean-
ing to interfeét them, and bring on a clofe engagement of
fhip to [hip. Tt was impoffible to devile a plan of attack
more promifing ; we venture to pronounce Lord Nelfon
would have done the fame ;—Lord St. Vincent did the
famc—When that illuflrious man perceived the Spanilh
fleet to windward, confifling of 27 fail of the line, he in-
flantly cut off a divifion of it, though he could not bring on
a general engagement, as the enewy, in great trepication,
chofe rather to fly, than fuccour any part of their {quadron,
¢ When I had reached their rear,” fays Sir Robert, ¢ 1
tacked the fquadron n fucceffion ; this brought me clofe
up under their lee; and when our headmoll {hips had reach-
ed their centre, the enemy were tacking n fuccefiion 5 this
obliged me again to make the {fame wanauvre, by which |
brought on an a¢tion of four houts, when I found it necef-
fary 10 bring too the {quadron, to fecure the two captu-
red flups.” | )

S.r Robert then proceeds to obferve, which is a perfefl
viodication of his not being able to do more, that the ene-
my had every advant of wind and weather ; the fog was
fo great that he could fearcely perceive the flnp ahead or
aftern of hum : this rendered it impoflible to take advantage
of the enemy by proper fignals ; ¢ had the weather, he con-
tinues, becn more favorable, I am led to believe the vittory
would have been more complete.”

In many of the accounts we have received, it is pofitive-
ly flated, that the Brufh fhips twice, or thrice by millake,

red into cach other, and that five of (he enemy were at
once upon the Windfor. It is thus evident that not above
two or three fhips fucceeded in palling the line of the ene-
my ; the reft were prevented by not perceiving the fignals,

line can fcarcely be

and not knowing what impreh the leading ﬂ:ipt were

making. | >

'Itl':igs is evident, from the circun}ﬂ‘ance of fome thips hav-
ing fuffered greatly, and fome triflingly 5 the faét is, the
faid to have been cut at all ; the fleets

“indeed, paﬂ'ed cach other upon Oppoﬁtc tacks ; bur, from

the circumflances of the weather, and the fignals not being
noticed, the Britifh fleet were never able to form a new line
to leeward, or, in returning on the contrary tack, to rake

the enemy as each fhip palled. Every advantage, there-

fore, of cutting the line in a leeward atack was loft to Sir |

Robert Calder, becaufe his fhips could not aét under his fu-
rintendence, or, with thatunanimity of atack which alone

can lead todecifive viftory, and which mufl ever depcnc.l on

a guick perception, and obedience of fignals in each thip.

In reipeét to the Admiral’s terminauing the engagement,
in order tocover the two prizes, Lieut. Nicholfon’s account
is moft fatisfactory—He faysy the twe fhips which had
firuck were dropping f2l to leeward, and the enemy, by a
(nccelsful manceuvie, might ealily have recovered poffelhon
of them. if our fquadron had not brought 100 1n order 1o co-
ver them,”’ ,_

AucusT 7.

The Hamburoh Mail due on Wednefday laft, and a
Mail from Gottenburgh, arnived ycﬂcrday. The liu!c that
is faid refpetting the military preparations of Auflra and
Rull.a is fufficient to indicate the approach of war. All
the officers and foldiers of the Ruffian armies who are ab-
fent on furlough, have received finet ordcr? (o join their
re(pettive corps without delay, and Aullnia is atlively em-

: plul\'rd In 1eCIuiling her forces. But by far the moft im-

\'The naval preparations in the Texel hikewife fhll conunue
junction with the Floulia from Boulogne. The greater
part of the troops, however, that were intended for the Ex-

portant arncle of intelligence brought by thf: Mail. 1s a
leteer from Hamburgh, which appears to confirm a report
we formerly noticed, of the fale of Swedith Pomerama to
Ruffia.  The bargain, it s faid, was cencluded, during his
Swed:fh Majefly’s refidence at Schonen, in the prefence of
the Ruflian and Englih AmbafTadors, and the price to be
given for the tcrrizufy 1s 26,500,000 Rix dollars banco,
It 1s nnpoffible to reflet on tlus arrange:nent, without per-
ceiving that 1t is hikely to give birth to events of the greatcft
polincal importance,  The Mails alfo bring fome informa-
von refpecling the movements of the French troops, which
are of fuch a nature as to impr=ls us with the belief that
Bonaparie s at lalt detcrmined to attempt the execuvon of
his long menaced plan of invafion, The troops on the Lower
Rhine have marched to the Wellern Coalt, and all the
Generals who had been for fome time at Paris have returned
to therr pofls,  Bonaparte was expected at Boulogne by
the end of lat month; and by a Prulhan vellel arrived at
Y armouth from the Texel, which (he left on Fnday night,
we learn that a flrict embargo has been ordered 1n all the
poris,  Every neceffary precaution which the occalion
couid requre has been adopted by Government. Oiders

have been fTued to maintain, with the greateil vigilance,

the biockade of the enemy’s ports ; in conlequence of which
2 namber of Americans and ather neutral veffels have been
flopped by our cruizers on the Dutch coaldl, and fent mnto
Yaimouth,  Qur North Sea Squadron has been reinforced
Ly feveral fhips of the line. /
Avgust 8. |

We received yellerday the Pans Journals to the 28.h
ult. and Dutch Ghzeites to the 2d infl. the contents of
which are of very htdle importance,  Emperor Bonaparte
was {hill at Paris on the 277th; but his departure for Bou-
logne was daily expetted to take place. The Mon:teur,
with an air of myflerious referve, fays, in 2 fhort paragraph
refpecting the combined fleets. ¢ that 1t will be a long ume

-before the Enghth will hear of them, and that the news wili

veiv nuch furprile us.” Upon this difplay of profound
prefcience in the Monuteur, we are hzppv to congratilace
the Ofhcial Editors of that moil fapient Gazerte, Ncarty
a fortnight before the appearance of this articie, 1t 1s weii
known, we were 1n poﬂilﬁon of the fact of the Combined
Fleets having taken flight from the Weft-Tndies, fnghtened
at the very name of Lord Neifon, without having etfefted
any important obje€l; and feveral days previous to the
(cribes of the Corfican having treated at all of this fubjett,
ithe defeat of the Combined Fleets was effe€led by a very
iferior Englifh force, What further 1s to happen o {ur-
prife us, a tew days will probably determine; and we do
not yet delpair of fome more of the enemy’s thips hading
their way to an Enghih port. )

A letter from the Hague, of the 28:h ult. fays:—* It
has been fuddenly determmed to fit out an expedition at
Helvoetfluys.  The two fhips of the line there. the Chat-
ham, of 84 guns, and the Pieter Paulus, of 64, are ac-
cordingly to be got ready for fea as {peedily as poliible, for
which purpote 600 finp carpenters are ordered to go from
Amflerdam and Rotierdam to llclvoc&ﬂuys, where they
will work mght and day. Tranfports are alfo to te fitred
out at the fame time in ihe other ports of the Macle, to take
on board the troops which will be embaiked for this expe-
dition, and which are eflimated to amount to about 6000
men. The expedition will take out provifions for {:x months,
from which circumitance it 1s fuppofed to be dellined for

the Eall-Indies. The French Commuflary of the Marne,

M. Goher, 1s artived here on account of thefe preparauons.

and 1t 1s believed that the fquadron there will act 1n con-

Pfdiliﬂﬂ from the Texel, will now go to Helvoetfluys.—
Even on the approaching prayer day the workmen at
Helvoedluys wili work from eight 1n the morning ull fix
in the evening, to expedite the fitung out of the thips,

* The number of Enghfh {hips of war cruizing at the
entrance of the Texel, and before Helvoetfluys, bas lately
been confiderably increafed, The Penﬁonary‘has returned
fiom the journey he made to the Camp at Zeyfl, Two
Batavian frigiies and two French brigs have been got in
readinels o fail at Helvoetfluys, Exprefles pafs almofl
daily between Amilerdam and fielvoctﬂu‘ys. Manv mih-
tary equipages and arullery horfes from Hanover, have pal-
{ed through Bruflels, on their way to Lifle.”

~An expediuion of confiderabie magnitude for foreign fer-
vice 15, we underfland, ordered 10 be prepared in the poit

' of ilelvoetﬂuys. It :s to eonﬁﬂ of 2 ﬁﬁ:

- .

y.
of 80 guns, ofié

of 64, feveral frigates, fome vellels armed in flute, and tef
large tranfports. The number of troops to be embark
s eflimated at 6000, and the expedition’is to be vittuall
for fix months, It is probably deftined for the Eaft-Indies;

Twelve or fourteen of the Vienna bakers, who had bake
light or bad bread. have been committed to prifon, and fomé
of them have been put 107 1rons,

: AuGuUsT Q.

The new invented life-boat. with which experiments have
been making at \chmouth for fome time paft, 1s thas def-
cribed :—She is buoyed up by eight cafes, four on each
fide, water ught, and independent of each other. When
men are faved from a wreck and landed, the boat may re-
turn, and fome tons of goods may be put in the cafes, if
the fea will admit of 1s being taken out of the wrecked

“velfel. In a florm the boat is difmantled, and rowed by

fourteen men, who are all faftened to their feats.  As the
(ea bieaks into the boat, it unmediately runs out at her tlern

ports. It s jmpoﬂnblc (o [tk her. She has fourteen life

lines, the end of which float with cork, by which men that
are walhed off the wreck may hold, before they can be taken
into the boat. - She brings before the wind, or nearly {o, up-
wards of one hundred men at a time fiom the wreck.

An order, we underfland, was fent to all the out-ports
fome days ago, inflrutting our cruizers to detain all Ameri.
can vellels which have on board property not the produce

“of the United States. This order has been alrc%dy atted
d. The American

upon, and feveral {hips have been {loppe
Conful, 1t is reported, has apphied to government for an ex-
planation, It has been aicertained, that the American {hips
have, fur a length of 1ime, been in the practice of going to
the Ifle of France, and the French ports in the Weft-Indies,
to bring away produce, which they hnally carnied 1nto
French or Dutch ports. Their ufual cuftom was to touch
at an American port. in crder to give the cargoes the ap.
pearance of being American property ; but it is very well
known that fuch cargoes wére never landed,
AucusT 14.

No intelligence has yet been received from Lord Nels
fon fince he arrived oft Cape St. Vincent on the <8:h ult,
nor has any tnformation arrived of the courfe ficered by
the conbined fleet afier the 26:h. '

No intelligence has been ieceived from the fquadren off
Ferral, of a luter date than that which we have already con-
municated. Difpaiches, however, are, we undei ftand, houre
lv expeeted at the Admiralty from. Lord Nelfon.

Orders are {aid to have been 1fTied to onr cruizers in the
Welt-Indies to|captuse all veflels from French ports, and
that feveral Amtericans from Guadaloupe, Marumque, &c.
had. in confequence, been {ent into Tortola,

The late connmumcations from Ruflia arz fichas to leave
no doubt with our Government of the early ethcient co-
operanon of Ruilia in the war,  Immediately after the re-
cal of M. Novotilizo fF, and the departure of Puince Dol-
goroncky for Vienna. another Special Meflenger, General
Tofloy, was difpatchead 1o the Aufinian Court, to regulate
with nis Inpoved MRy to march of a Ruffran Army
throush his nereditary domimions,

Patliamenr, 1t 1s {ad, is 1o alfemble 1in Octoter.

W e have received Pans Journals to the goth ult. they
prefent very hile inteihigence.  Abufe of Rufha feems
now to be a pait of the order of the day in the French
Ofncial Paper.  We aie concerned to find that the yellow
fover has bioken cut at Corfu—at lealt fo the Moniteur
allerts,

Bonaparte, it aprears, in the midft of his higher cancerrs,
has not been umnmnindful of the unfortunate extles from St
Domingo. A decice has been Tued by him, declaning
that every fubjett, formeily refiding i that celony, who
may have been exiled from his home and properiy by the
brigands, {hall be aliowed from the national treafury 370
livies, per year. every married man goo. and for each chid
100.— L'hat this provifion fhould have been made without
an eye to the ulumate recovery of the property facrificed
by the briginds 1s incredibie; and furely Bounaparie wiil
nut apply tor senuneration to the blacks.

KING’S BENCH,
JAMES WILSON U. THOMAS BARBER.,

Both the plaimuff and defendant are Burb rs the one by
profellion, and the other by name: the occupation of the
Jatter 1s that of a Shenfl’s Ofhcer.

Mr. Garrow, for the former, {aid, that this attion was
ﬂxr a violent affavlt, which would demand the ferious aticns
tion of his Lordfhip and the Jury. Nowwithilanding the
hll!lxb!c duties performed by ihe defendant, according to ex-
terior appearance he was a gentleman of the haut ton. kept
his hunter, and lns miflrelles 1n diffzrent fitwatons, as e
plcﬂurcs of the Court, or of the conaury, fhould graity the
\yhun of the hour.  The plainuff had the honor of decoii-.
ting the head of the defendant, whom he was compelled 10
arrefl, in order to obtain the jult remuneration for the em-

bellithmens he conferred.  "The Sherifl's Ofhicer, to #hum

the wnit was entruiled, was very imlitc to this member of
the f‘a.xcrnity, who, 1n confequence, was not f..bjct‘ted )
e pans of ¢ nfinement : that dog fliould cat dog, would be
worfe than canine brutality.  Nowwithftanding the avility
the defendant cxpcricncmf in this panAiCuhr, h?s indignatfl‘ﬂ
was excited. and he faid to a lad in his fervice in langrage
more {uited to his fivation, than to his pretenficns, * Kit,
[ am going 10 hek Witfon, and of you come. you wii, fce
a bit of fun.”  Having then provided himfelf with a daion,
and his flaff of office, he repaired tw the houfe of the piain-
(. The latter was engaged, but he was called down, and
the moment he appeared, he was accufed of picking the
pfvckct of the defendant of 4!. and while the accufation was
Vlbra.unfg in his ear, a blow drove him aganft the wall. It
was in vain that the plamntitf expoliulated s the deferdant
fpit in his face, and repeated his indignries®to the wda
of the comb. A perfon of the name of Shefheld entening
at the nme, exprcfled his furprile at the panence of i
plainuff, ard entrcated him to fend for a Conflable, A
new objeét of refentment was now apphed ; the defendant
p_mduced has flaff, ard collaning M, Shefheld, convinced
him that the Conftable was much nearer than ke expecicds
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