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for every favourable word fhe fpoke, as Talleyrand had 

every line he wrote, Even the attendants of the for- 
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the French did lal year at Mentz3 and no Sove 
mver before fo well pdid, or accepted with leh diffculry 
Anan and rg for Lo gracious oon: 
WNapoleone herfelf, on her return 10 this capital 

in diamonds 3 two millions of Ii 

moll extent of her withes; and fhe, on 

but honour thofe with mess 14,4 much 

yor ane as they required nothing elfe for their covititi 

sch was the Empre(s’s expreflion to ker lady in waiting, 

2 

the handfome Madame Seran, with whom no confidence, 
»o tale, no flosy, and no fcandal expires ; and who was in a 

t hurry to inform, the fame evening, the tea party at 
ame de Beauvais of this good news; complaining 

at the fime time of oh Avie od the lealt' hare in this 
sich barvell, Ir ls | 
No where indeed bribery and corruption carried to 

@ greater extent, or praflifed with more effrontery, than at 
ed price 
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he delire of th Emperor of e French san 3 8 or- 

This provoking delay could no more be forefeen by 

the Emprefs than by the minifter, who in return f
or their 

prefents and money, almoft overpowered the Germa
n Prin- 

ces with his protellations of regret at their difappoint
ments. 

She 
Nor was Madame Bonaparte lefs {orry or lefs civi

l, 

fent her chamberlain, Daubuffon la Feuill
ad, with regular 

of condolence, to every Prince who had en- 

~ They returned to their homes, shere- 

at leafl happier flattered by aluran- 

ces and condefcenfions, confiding in hope as in certainties, 

Within three months, however, it is {uppofed that they 

would willingly have difpofed both of promifes 
and expec- 

gations, at a lofs of fifty per cent. 

By the cupidity and felfihnefs of thefe and other Ger- 

man Princes, and their want of patriotifm, Talleyrand was 

become peifeéily acquainted with the value and produtlion
 

of every principality, bithopric, county, abbey, barony, 

convent, and 

gompliments 

even village in the German Empire ; and 

though moft national property in ‘France was difpofe
d of at 

one or two years purchafe, he reqlired five years purchafe- 

money for all the eflates and lands on the other fide of the 

Rhine ; of which, under the name of indemnities,
 he frip- 

the lawful owners, to gratify the ambition or av
idity of 

satruders, This high price has cooled the claims of the 

bidders, and the plan of the fupplementary indemnitie
s is fill 

eins and probably will continue fo until o
ur minifter 

2 crs his terms. A combination is fuppofed to have been 

entered into by the chief demanders of indemnities, by 

which they have bound themfelves to relift 
all further ex- 

sortions. They do not, however, know the man they have 

to deal with ; he will, perhaps, find out fome to
 lay claim 

to their own private and hereduary property, whom
 he will 

produce and Seppo, and who certainly will have 
the {ame 

sight to pillage them, as they bad to the {pols of oth
ers. 

It was reported in our falbionable circles lat autumn, 

and fmiled at by Talleyrand, that he promifed the 
Countefs 

de L. an abbey, and the Baronefs de S—==z, 
a convent, 

for certain perfonal favours, and that he offered a b
ithopric 

to the Princefs of H on the fame terms ; but this lady 

anfwered, * that the would think of his offers plier he had 

put her hufband in poffeflion of the Bithopric.” 
It 1s not 

neceffary to obferve that both the Countefs and t
he Baronefs 

are a »- is 
their union, 

pp shoe Buonaparte was attacked by a fit of jealouly 

ot Mentz. The young nephew of the Elettor Arch Cha
n- 

cellor, Count de L—ge, was very afiduous abo
ut the Em- 

prefs, who, herfelf, at firft miflook the mouve
. Her confi- 

dential fecretary, Defchamps, however, afterward
s inform- 

a fm eRe 

od her, that this Nobjeman wanted to purchafe the 
place of 

o coadjutor to his uncle, fo as to be certain of fucceeding 

him. He obtained, therefore, feveral private audience
s, no 

doubt to regulate the price; when Napoleone
 put a flop to 

this fecret negociation, by having the Count carried by 

goos-d'acmcsy with great pobicncf 
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, not her hap- 

tude her dia- 
ie moll agree- 

{: isfalin  furrpunded 

febtion, * The paradife of adame Napaifone,”’ fays her 
friend, * muft be of met 
liants, elle the would 
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LETTER XIV 
Paria 

I believe that I have mentioned to yam swhen in Fog- 
land, that I was an old acquaintance of M&!#fae Napolcone, 
and awifitor ac the houfe of her el. ul hed, When 1n- 
troduced 10 her after fome years abfence, #4: ing 
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haved to me, when 1 faw them 

en, 

with her doll. Thus they b y I law 

for the ficll time in their prefent elevation; found them 

afterwards in their drawingsrooms, or at theif routes and 

parties, more (hy and diftant. This change did not much 

{urprife me, as | hardly knew any one, that had the fligh:- 

eft pretenfion to their acquaintance, who had not troubled 

them for employment, or borrowed ~ their money at the 

(ame time that they complained of their negle@, and their 

breach jof promifes, ; I continued, however, as much as 

ciquerf and decency required, afiduous, but never fami- 

liar ; if they addrefled me, 1 
with fervility ; if noty I bowed in filence when they pafled, 

They might eafilj perceive that I did not intend to become 

an intruder, dor to make the remembrance of what was paft 

an apology of a reafon for *Pplying for prefent favours.— 

A lady, on intimate terms with Madame Napoleotie, and 

once our common friend, informed me, thoetly afier the na- 

timely end of the Jamented Duke of Epghien, that fhe had 

been afked, whether fhe knew any thing that could be done 

for me, or whether 1 would not be flattered by obtaining a 

place in the Legiflative Body, or in the Fribvnate? 1 an- 

{wered as [ thought, that were 1 fit fora public hfe, no- 

thing could be more agreeable, or {out me better ; but hav- 

ing hitherto declined all’ employ ments, that might refllrain 

that independence, to which I had accullomed my lelf from 

my youth, I was now too old to enter upon a new career. 

I added, that though the Revolution had seduced my cir- 

cumfances, it had not entirely ruined mel was fill mde- 

pendent, becaufe my means were the boundaries of my wants. 

A week afier this converfation, il Murat, the go- 

vernor of this capital, and Buonaparie’s § rite brother- 

in-law, invited me to a converfation, in & bote delivered to 

me, by an aide-de-camp, who told me thal 
wait for my cpap or, which was the fame, he was or- 

dered not to lofe fight of me, as } hus 

ing nothing with which to re y my Tel, 

ten remarks being.depofited with a frie 
the Imperial funttionaries could fufpeft 

ney cdach without any fear or enh 

From the manner in which General Murat addreffed me, 
I was foon convinced, that if I had been accufed of any er- 

ror or indifcretion, the accufation sould pot be very grave 

in his eyes, He entered with me into Bis cabinet, and in- 
quired whether I had any enemies at the 

told him not, ww my know PER 

and fenator Fouche, your fue: 

¢ Fouche,” faid I, * has bought an eft: 

mind as I have loft wr; J never 
hfe,” ¢ Have you not lained a 

Force’s, of the execution of the ci-deta 

in, and agreed, with the other miembet 
t on mourning for him." —% 
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ing lift Saturday 2" At the hotel, and in the affemblyy 
of .Princefs Louis Buonaparte.”’<==¢ Did fhe fee you?" 
* + _— goo {he o — i returned my falute.’” 

ou have known her Imperial Highnefs a long time ?** 
“ From ber infancy rs Wel, No brn you, = 

| generous proteéivefs. But for her, you 
would now have been on the way 10 Cayenne, Here you 
fee the lift of perfons condemned yeflerday, upon the report 
of Fouche, to tranfportation, = Your name is at the esd of 
them, You were not only accufed of being an agent 
the Bourbons, but of having intrigued to become a membet 
of the Legiflature, or of the Tribumate, that you might have 
fo much the better opportunity to ferve them. Fortunate- 
y for you, the Emperor remembered that the Pribeefs. 
ouis had demanded fuch a favour for you, and he inforitie 

ed ber of the charaller of her protege, | This brought fore 
ward your innocence, becaufe it was difcovered that, itl 
fead of atking for, you had declined, the offer fhe had made 
you through the Emprefs.— Write the Princefs a letter of 
thanks,~= You have indeed hid a narrow efcape, but it bas 
been fo far ufeful to you, that government is now aware of 
your having fome fecret enemy in power, who is hot dels 
cate about the means of injuring you." 25 

In quitting General Murat, I could not help deplorin 
the fate of a defpot, even while I abhorred his unnatura 
power, ‘The carfes, the complaints, and reproaches for all 
the crimes, all the violence, all the oppreflion perpetrated in 
his name, are entirely thrown upon him ; while his fituatiofs 
and I do not admit the feeing and hearing every 
thing and every body himfelf; be is often forced therefore 
to judge, according to the report of an impoller ; to (anéli= 

on with his dame the hatred, malignity or vengetnceof cul 
pablé individuals; and to facriiite innggence to gratify the 
vile paffions of his vilefl flave. I have pot fo bad an opis 
nion of Buonaparte, as to think him capable of wilfully con- 
demning any perfon te death or tranfportation, of whofe in- 

nocence he’ was convinced, provided that perfon flood fot in 

the way of his intereft and ambition ; but fuf
picion and ty i 

tapny are infeparable companions, and injuftice their coms 

General Murat fhewed me, wore, 1 dare fay, molt of them 
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the deed of thé robber, the forger, of the 
and indeed it was more fevere than what our laws inflict ont 

fuch criminals, who are only condemned to tranfportation 

for fome few years, after a public trial and convithion 
while lie exile of thefe unconvifled, untried, and mofl pro. 

bably innocent perfons, 1s continued for life, on charges as 

unknown to themfelves, as their defliny and refidence re. 

mdin to their families and friends. Happy England ! where 

no one is condemned unheard, and no one dares attempt 10 

make the laws {ubleryient to his paffions or caprice. 
As to Fouche's enmity, at which General Murat {8 

plainly hinted, I had long apprehended it, from what others, 

in fimildr circumflances with my felf, had {uffered. He has, 
fince the Revolution, bought no lefs than fixteen mational 
eflates, feven of the former proprietors of which have fud. 
denly difappeared linc his miniflry, probably in the mane. 
ner.be intended to remove me, This man 1s one of the 

moft immoral charaflers the Revolution has dr 
ward from obfcunity, In it more difficult to mention & 

crime that he has not perpetrated than to difcover a good 
or jult aftion that he ever performed, 

a villain, that even the infamous National Convention ex- 

pelled him from us bofem and fince lus minifiry no man has 

Been found bafe yrs. in my debafed countty, to exte- 

houfe-bredker 

agged for. 

He is fo notorious . 
a 

Ty 

nuate, much lefs to defend, his pafl enormitics. In 2 nation ...... 

fo greatly corrupted dnd immoral, this alone is more thas 

negauve evidence, 
As a friar before the Revolution, he has avomed, in bis 

correfpondence with the National Convention, that he ne- 

ver believed in a God ; and as one of the aft public func. 

tionaties of a Republic, he has oftciallyudenicd the exift- 
ence of virtue, He is therefore as unmoved by tears os 
by reproachics, and as inaccellible to remorfe as hardened 
againfl repentance, With him interefls dod bribes are eve 
ry thing, and honour and honefl ; nothing, The fuppliant, 
or the pleader, who appears before him with no other fup- 
port than the juflice of fis caute, is fortunate indeed, if, af- 
ter being call, be is dot alfo confined or ruined, or perhaps 
both ; while 4 line from one of the Buonaparies, or a purfe 
of gold, changes black 16 white, guilt to innocence, removes 
the fcaffold waiting for the allan, and extinguilhes the 
faggots highted for the parricide. His authority is fo ex 
tenfive, that, on the leafl fignal, with one blow, from the 
extremities of France to her centre; it crulhes the cot and 
the palace; and his decifions, aganil which there is no ap. 
pel, are fo deflruttive, that they never leave any traces be. 
hind them, and Buonaparie, Buonaparie alone, can pre- 
vent or arreff their effeél, ’ - 

Though a traitor to his former benefiflor, the ex. Direflo 
Barras, be pollcfles now the unlinfited confidence of Napo- 
leone Buonaparie, and, as far as 1s known, has pot yet done 
any thing to forfeit it; if privare alls of cruelty Cannot, in 
the agent of a tyrant, be called breach of truft or inhdcliry. 
He fbares with Talleyrand the fraternity of the vigilant 


