“days at fea, and the fcurvy had not affe@ed his men.
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Loxp Cocwurang rofe to make the wotion, of
be had given notice,

quire feveral papers

Houfe muny Members who were not converfant in nautical
affairs, and who might not underfland why fich papers
fhogld be thought nécellary 10 be produced. He goped
therefore’ e thonld be indulged with a faw obfervations,
explanatory of his reafons for makiog” the morion, which
he was about to fubmit to the confideration of the Houfe.
He did not defire any retrolpeft wharever, but withed 10
recomndend it earnellly o His Majelly’s Miniflers, to take
meafutes for preventing fuch things from occurring in fu-
tre,  He (hould ficll move, he fard, *¢ That theie be laid
before this Houfe, copies of alk letters and reprelentations,
made from the fchooner Felix, to Capt, Keats, while com-
manding the {quadron off Rochefort in1805. refpelting the
faté of that veflel, and the Raie of the feamen on hoard.”
He then 1equelied the actention of thf Houfe to twd Jet-
ters he held in his hand, weirten by
mentioned, that their flock was gli out, and that they were

praying. for god-fends, whicly he interpreted, clean fhirs’

and frefh provifions.  The other, whichis datedin ‘N'ovtn-
ber, eight weeks before fhe went down, Rated, that the Fe-
hx failed worfe and worfe, and the writer feared they fhould
never be able to bring her back to a Britilh port.. The
wiher veflel that he alluded 1o was the Atalanie, which
came along-fide of his Lordfhip's thip, and the Capt. told
bim. that he had applied for a furvey to the Commandeér in’
Chief, but had been refufed,  His Officers had, indeed,
thought it was unneceflary, though they did not know, that,
wihen the wind blew frelh, fhe made 20 inches of water an
bour; and fhe was, in all refpefls, unfit for fea, On his
arnival at Plymouth, his Lordfhipinformed the Survéyor of
the Yard there, that by the firll news from Rochefort, they
would hear that the "Atalante was either gone down, or
wrecked. In a very fhort vime afier fhe was wrecked,
though e belicved there were no men lofl, or at leall, very
few.. But he believed there were more men loft on the
Rochefort flation laft winter, than would be fufficient to the
talk of cutting out the fguadron at that port, The next
motion he fhould make, would be for ** An Account of the
number of hips and men kept off the port of Rochefort,
fpecifying the time they had been 601, The reafon of
his making this motion was, 10 fhew the unneceffary cruelty
that was ufed in the lervice. The Plantagenet had been
eight monihs off Brefl, ‘except 12 days that (he was wind-
bound in the port of Ply mouth, and there was during all that
time an order that no officer or man fhould fet his fox ¢ on
land, which was a macter of very great cruelty ; and in ye-
rd to the fick, there were mary men on board who were
in a fit flate to be fent o the holpiral, but were not allowed
to be fent, by which many lives were loft, to the injury of
the fervice. His thitd motion he faid, was for * An Ac-
count of the frefb provifions fent to the fquadron off Roche-
fort, from March 1, 1805, to March 1, 1807.” Hus
Locdihip faid, that Capt. Cooke, in his voyage raund.the
world, had flated with exultation, that he had been 117
Hus
Louiﬂug| (aid his fhip had been only eight months at fea,

- and within four hours’ fail of the coafl, and yet they were

moft grievoufly afflified with the fcurvy,  How did this
arife ? The anfwer was obvious ; the old pratlice was, that
when veflels, on the different flations, had expended their
freth provifions, they rejurned into port to re-vifiual. That

raftice prevailed alfo at prefent, but if was not fo under a
ﬁm Commander in Chief. Under him g days was confidered
fufficient to viflual-out a thip, and not an officer or man
was allowed 1o go on fthore ; anl if the (bip happened to be
paid at-the time, the mep went to fea with their bank notes
pockets, and he-had feen them pull them out on
the decks, and blow them overboard. He confidered this
order, that no officer or man fhoild fet his foot on fhore,
as mofl cruel, while, at the fame time, the Commander in
Chief was allowed to be on fhore, nay, even to live in Lon-
don ; and be fthould not be furprifed to fee, in a fhort time,
the place of fature Commanders in Chief filled by a fool,
or by fome child, His next motion would be for ¢ Copies
of all fuch orders as had been iffued, and afted on, from
1805 till 1807. in not fending fuch fick men to the hofpi-
tal, as were incurable on board,”’—He confidered thofe pa-

pers as neceflary, to fhew the erucliv with which the men

were treated in this refpeét. He could fay a great deal on
this fubjett, but it was ﬁ‘a&neccﬁry at prefeor.  He would
only flatc that the men were pmea.ul from going into the
hofpial, unlefs a furvey was made on them by the furgeon
of the Commander in Chief’s thip ; and in blowing ,

it was impolhible chis furgeon could go on bq.;d cach i
~ for that purpofe; in confequence of which the men’s hé.ht

was utterly deftroyed, and in many’ inllances amputation
rendered neceflary, whereas, if they had been fent 1o the
hofpital in time, the limbs might have been faved.  How-
ever, it feémed ceconomy in every thing was the order of
the day, and for that purpofe the #ﬂmm became very
much limited. Thefe things might-feem trifling to many
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[ which
e faid ke had been induced to re-

relative to the naval fervice, to be Jaid

before the Houle, in order to fhew how much many parts

of that fervice were carried on, to the material injury of
the couniry, and its bell imerells, There wete in the
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- He felt confident that, upon invefligation,

¥ 10 | “there.was not hilf enoy
“°m‘fﬂl~1'b€'§f @ "‘ﬂth,lbe_oﬁten :

L he had himfelf commanded feven or eight fhips of the line

officers and failors, and a caufe of complaint,

to have officers of rank fet them 1

at fea than in port,
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who heard h it WarPenfidered that the lives
of fo large a- en ulr nately de nded on the care
tance to the ‘conniry. Many “valuable remedies, which

3

tip going out of part with g0'men ill, who were not aliqw-
ed to go into the. hofpital, and could not be cured at fea,—
He (aw one man who was difeafed, and anothet ruptured, who
wete ducked, throrigh fleet and foaw, in going from the (hip,
and yet not allowed to goimo, the hofpital. ~ He ac uinell{
all thofe Hon, Members who had for fome time left the fer-
vice; of any blame on this account, but though: it his duty
to bring furward thofe fadls, fd the military hofpirals, the
men who had weak flomachs from long indifpofition were
allowed fome little luxuries, ‘which their flomachs could di-
gell; but in the naval hofpitals, where the men’s flomachs
had been debilitated with lemon juice, no fuch allowance
was tpought of ; and even a dying Licoienant, who wanted
a litle egg wine, was refufed, and (0ld, that eggs were un-
known in the hofpital. * This fyflem of ceconomy had been
carried fo far, that lint for deelling fores and wounds was
oot allowed; and in, his fhip, if they had

to have drefied the men’s wounds,
men tearing up their own linen for
that purpofe.
worthily emploved by
der in Chief., He & ,
mention his name in that Houfe.
parts of the House name | name
he had fo hefiation in-naming Lord St, Vincent ; and, in
fo cutung it off, he had fported with the lives of the men;
and the country had thereby fullained a very heavy lofs in
the deaths of many brave fellows. Moft of the thips, he

thé late Adminiftration as Comman-
not know whether it was regular to

(4 cry from several

faid, werg ill-manned\from the ‘cruelty of the fervice, and of |

courfe the men were liable 10 greater hardthips; and, in
proportion 1o the fmallnefs of the number, were the more
to  be commended for the patience and forbearance with
which they had borne thofe privations.  He concluded by

moving his firfl refolution, \
opic of
the Noble Lord re(peéting the lofs of the Avalante and Fe- ‘#

Sirn Samver Hoop faid, that as to the fiefl ¢

hx, be muft declare, that if any blame auached, i was not
to the Noble Earl (St. Vincent) but 10 himfelf, or Com-
modore Keats, - He believed, however, that it wonld be
found, that no blame aitached to any of them, The falk

was, that the Aralante was lofk in fine weather, not upon a '

lee -Thore. There was no pretence for fuying that 1t was
any thing"in the condition of the thip which occafioned the
lofs. The cafe of the Felix was this: it had been fent as a
flag of truce to Andero Bay for prifoners, It was not ad-
mitted 10 the port, but had been three days at anchor in
the Roads, when a gale of wind came on, and drove her on
a lee fhore, This accident did not proceed from 20y de.
fe&t in <the vellel ; if fhe had béen {cw, it might have as
well happened.  As 1o the next charge; he mult fay, that

off the harbour of Rochefort, and he had never any thing to
complain of with refpe&t to fupplies or neceflaries of any

Thl&ﬁ: had been cut off by a perfon un- - |

His Lordthip faid; |
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ufed, from this grand flem of faving. He hatl feena
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. the country

kind; neither did' he hear of any complaints on board
his fleet. 3 ¢

Lorp Cocurane obferved, in explanation, that the
bare circumflance of fhips being Kept at fea for eight months
in the Channel.: appeared to him a hardfhip on the inferior

Apmirar Harvey faid, that his Hoo. Friend (Sir
S."Hood) had explained thefe matters in fo clear and offi-
cer-like manner, that he (hould have occafion 1o trouble the.
Houfe but with a few obfervations, It was known that
perfons in inferior {ituations were fufficiently ready to make

{ belonged to the Admiralty

complairits, and he thought it mufl produce evil confequences
example,
Apmiratr Markrau declared, that he had never ri-
fen with greater regret than on the prefent occafion. He
confidered the prefent mation as one that flabbed at the ve-
ry vitais of the navy, ‘and its difcipline. He expeéied 10
fee the obfervaiions of his Lordibip printed in every new(-
paper, and haded about the fleet. If he wifthed any par-
nevance, why did he not complain to Admiraly ?
hen did a Board of Admiralty ever. refufe to examme
complaints of grigvances and abufes? What would be the
fitvation of 2 Commander in' Chicf, if every officer whe
ferved undér him could briti; bim to the bar of that Houfe ?
there would not
ny foundauon for the charges which had been

appear to be a

bm;‘hfon_vulbytbeﬂoﬂew. Thefe who were on
the fpot, and had the bell means of judging, had difproved
the Noble Lord’s flatement. As to the keeping fhips out
too long, he could not avoid deploring the necelfity of keep-
ing them out fo long, as 1o prevent the crews from enjoy-
ing their reafunable recreations on fhore; bat, if it was

) 10 on the ground of theirhealth, he could not admit
the charge by any means, as their health was always beuter
‘ went out of the port fickly, and

returned in health. As'to limejuice, he confideved it a

molt valuable difcovery. Jt was fioll given as a cure for

the feurvy, and afierwards it was ‘found oaf that it was a
preventive. - The value of it in this wis kaown
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thén inthe Houfe. As to the fupply of the fhips with
frefh beef. more had been dooe in the Adminiftration of
Lord St. Vincent than under any former Adminiftration,

The Cuancerronof the Excreouer thought that
afier what had been ‘now faid, the Houfe muft fee that there
was no ground for agrering o the motion of the Noble
Lord. There was no on but that the Houfe, at all
times, felt deeply for the fiiuation of the brave defenders of
3 and would be always ready, as far 38 lay in
their power, to provide for their comforts, . The perfon,
however, who brought forward this complaiot “before the
Houle, ought firfl 10 have flated that be had applied in the
regular manner for redrefs, by a complaint to the Board of
Admirahy. I appeared to him m?cvidcm, that all mar-
ters of regulation and difcipline in the Navy thould be firft
referred to the Board of Admiralty ; and as this had not
been done, he fhould voteagainlt the inquiry that was
propofed. 55 b

Mr, Winpuawm conceived that it was hardly neceflury
for bim to trouble the Houlegt any lengih, afier having
beard the opinions of the gallant officers fpeaking with ail

| the weight of their profefhondl aythoricy, and of their ex-
into aftion, |

perience, upon this very fubje@. He perfellly agreed in
what the Right Hon. Gemtleman (the Chancellor of the
Exchequer) had faid, in laying down the general doftrine,
aod in marking the application of it, HMe thought, how-
ever, that he had not gove far enough, when he refied en-
trely on the ground of no previous application to the Ad-
muralty. - Tv might be pollible that grear abufes might exift,
and it might be one of the greateft of the grievances, that

no officer could venture to make a complaint, without rifk-

ing all lis profeffional hopes and profpetts.  This, however,

did not apnear to be the fituation of the Noble Lord ; and
he did oot feeth influenced by any terror of that nature,—
Wiih relpe& to the’ Atalante apd Felix, the Houfe had on-
I the Noble Lord’s affertion for their being in a bad con-
ditton, The Nobie Lord faid, that he had preditied that
they would be either foundered or wrecked, and fo it hap-
Eened. The Noble Lord was undmxb(c'a:!ly fuccefsful 1In
is prediflion ; bat from the circumflances,which had been
Rated, it did not ppear that he had any "grounds for this
prediflion. - The details of the different regulations of the
Navy were certainly not mdtter for the Houfe of Commons
to judge of, but as the Commander io Chief being allowed
10 remain on fhore; he would fay, that every principle of
humanity and grautude would inclinethe country to hufband
the health of fo valuable an individual, who had rendered
them fuch important fervices. - )
Mr. R. Warop fad, that there was not a vellige of

-complaint againfl the Officers who commanded the Atalante
_and Felix nor againfl the gerieral {yflem of the illuflrious

Nobleman who was then at the head of the Admiralty.—
The motion appeared 1o him to be a moft unneceffary inter-
ference with the general difcipline of the Navy,

Sir C, Povrr declared, that ne Naval Adminiflration,
(ince the reign of King William the Third, had ever done
fo much good to the fervice as the laft Admimfirgion,

Mr. SHeripan eyprelled great regret at hearing (they
Nuble Lord again bring forward accufauons, which be had’
fuppoled that he had completely refuted on the Hullings,
where they were ariginally made, |

‘Lo Cocurane difclaimed any motives whilbver
on this occafion, except afegard 1o the of the fesvice.
One of the Gendemen who had fpoken in reply t6 him
in the late Adminifiration,—
As wrong motives had been impated ic him (Cochrine) he
might advert to that circumflance, and alfo that the, fervi-
ces of that Hon. Gentleman were betier known on fhore
than afloat,—[ A cry of * Order, Order,” from feveral
Members and of - Go on, Go on,”" from Adm., Markbam, ] -

The Seeaxsr obferved, that when the Noble Lord
fad that improper matives were afcribed to him, it was &
reproach 0 him (the Speaker; but he was fatisfied in the
judgment of the Houfe wheiher he deferved it, '

Loro Cocurane proceeded 1o flate that young of-
ficers had been appoinied 1o the command of fquadrons in-
flead of Admitals, and that (if we heard correctly) the No-
ble Earl (St. Vincent) given (icfe apporntments to

ticular enquiry into. any thing which ar'ed to im a | his patliamentary friends, inflcad of old and ditlinguifh-

ed officers. -

[Mr. Ward bere galled to Order, and the Speaker faid,
that the lafl fentence exceeded all bouunds of Order, ]
- His Locdihip then proceeded to fay, it an Hon, Gen-
tleman behind him had remarked, that the lofs of the Ata-
lante floop was as naturally accounted for as the lofs of 2
fhip which he (Cochrane) had commanded. * I1is Lordfhip
faid, that be had applied for 4 Court Martial on that occa-
fion, and would have got ir, had it not been that the blame
would have refled wich (he perfon who had fent himto fea
in the ftuation in which the fhip then was,  His Lordlhip
defcribed the thip as having been in a mofl deplorable con-
dision, the carronades all loofe, and not a cartridge ready,
and had they uiet a fingle privateer with fix guns, they
mafl havebeen 1a —{ The Speaker informed the N
Lord, that be mull confine himfelf 10/ repl
troduce new fafis, }:

replying, aod not in-
e was jull going to apply this te
what had"been faid by the Right Hon. Centleman below
Mr, Shefidan.) With refpett 10 the' fatement of the
Hon, Gendeman behind, he had found, it feems, that the

to molt Officers, both of the Army and Navy, who werz | healdh of the famen was increafed by being at fea ; but it
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