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have been fobs afldaithed,’ faid ba, & Bad you propalid ay 
Mameluke a ‘This rebuke did not deter ir 
rand (who bad fettled his terms with Schimmelpenainck’ 
from continuing 10 point out the advantage which France 
would derive from this nomination, ¢ becaufe no man could 
edfier be direfted when in offige, and no man eafier turned | 
‘out of office when difagreeable and unneceffary, Both as 
Bajaviap Ple ipotentiary at Amiens, and as Batavian am- 

 baffador in Bngland, he bad proved himfe! as obedient and 
 fubmillive to France as when in the fame capacity at Paris.” 

THE SECRET HISTORY OF THE" 
COURT ann CABINET or Sr. CLOUD. ° 
faa sevies of Letters from a refident in Paris to a Noble 
“han in London, written during the months of 

| Auguft, September and Oliober, 1805, 

LETTER XXXII. 
Sih Paris, Auguft, 18038. 
~ M+ Lory, = 

poraries, as well as pollerity, if not a heroine, at leafl a pa- 
triot—-a times, though often proflituted, 

_ When it was knawn at Paris that Schimmelpenninck had 
fet out for his new fovereignty, no lefs than fixteen girls of 
the Palais Reyal demanded paffes for Holland, Bein 
Jpeicass by Fouche as to their bufinefs in that country 
they an{wered, that they intended to vifit their friend the 
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‘without murmur, as was required, 

- NOT 1p give umbrage to the Cabinet of Berlin, Buo- 
maparte commumcated to it the necefity he was under of 
altering the form of government in Holland, and, if report 
be true, even condélce to alk advice concerning a 
chief magiftrate for that country, The young prince of 

e, Deaddboid tie of his Prullian Majefly, naturally 
med himfelf ; but afier fome time, Talleyrand’s agents 
red that great pecuniary facrifices could not be ex- 

wos fronl that quarter, and perhaps lefs [ubmiffion to 
rance gistioded than from the former governors, An 

eye was then caft on the Elefior of Bavana, whofe pall pa- 
friotism, as well as that of Lis miniflers, were fall guaran- 
tees of future obedience. Had he confented 10 fuch an ar- 
sigetbenc) Auflria might have aggrandifed herfelf on. the 
Jon; Pruffia in Francenia, and France in Italy ; and the 
prefeni bone of contefl been chiefly removed. \ 

This intrigue, for it was nothing elfe, was carried on by 
the cabinet of St, Cloud, in March 1804, about the time 
that Germarly was invaded, and the Duke of Enghien feiz- 
ed. This explains to you the reafon why the Ruffian note 
delivered to the Diet of Ratifbon on the $th of May fol. 
lowing, wasleft without any fapport, except the ineffetiual 
one’ from the King of Sweden, How any cabinet could 
be dype enough tb think Buonaparte ferious, or the Eleétor 
of Bavaria fo weak as to enter into his fchemes, is difficult 
to be conceived had not" Europe witnefled fill greater cre- 
dulity on one fide, and fll greater effrontery on the other. 

In the meantime Buonaparie grew every. day more dif. 
contented with the Batavian Diretlory, and more irritated 
agiinfl the members who compofed it. Againft his regula- 
tibns for excluding the commerce and hon, of your 
country, they reprefented with fpirit, inflead of obeyin 

He 1s {aid to have dif. 
covered, after his own foldiers had forced the cullom-houfe 
ficers to obey his orders, that, while in their proclamations 

diretlors publicly prohibited the introduétion of Britifh 
goods, fome of them were fecret infurers of ‘this forbidden 
mierchandife, introduced by fraud and by fmuggling ; and 
that while they officially wilhed for the fuccels of the French 
atms and deftruchion of England, they withdrew by flealth 
what praperty they had in the French funds, to place it in 
the Englith, This refractory and, as Buondparte called it, 

_mercanule Ipint, fo enraged him, that he had already figned 
an order for acrefling and transferring en maffz bis high al- 
liés, the Batavian diretiors, to his Temple, when the repre- 
fentations of Talleyrand moderated his fury, and caufed the 
order to be recalled, which Fouche was ready to execute, 

Had Jerome Buonaparte not offended his brother by his 
transatlantic marriage, he would long ago have been the 
Prince Staditholder of Holland ; but his difobedience was (a 
far ufeful to the cabinet of St, Cloud, as it gave it an op- 
portunity of intriguing with or deluding other cabinets, that 
might have any prefenfions to interfere in the regulation of 
the Batavian veppment, By the choice finally made, 
you may judge how difficult it was to find a fuirable sudjed 
to reprefent it, and that this reprefeniation is intended only 
to; be temporary. ? 
Schimmelpenninck, the prefent grand penfionary of the 

Batavian Republic, was deftined by education for the bar, 
but by his natural parts, to await in quiet obfcurity the end 
of a doll exiflence, With fome property, hitle informati- 
on, and a tolerably good thare of common fenfe, he might 
have lived and died refpetied, and even regretied, without 
any pretenfions, or perhaps even ambition to thise, The 
anti-orange faétion to which bis porsas and family apper. 
tained, pufbed him forward, and eleled him; in 3795, a 
member of the firft Batavian National Convention, where 
according to the {pirit of the times, his {peeches were rather 
thofe of a demagogue than thofe of a republican. Liberty, 
equality and fraternity were the conflant themes, of his po- 
litical declamations ; infidelity his religious profeifions ; and 
the examples of immorality his {ocial leffons. + Sc rapid and 
dangerous are the firides with which fedullion frequently 
advances oh weak minds, 

In 1800, he was appointed an amballador to Napoleone 
Buonaparte and Charles Maurice Talleyrand. The latter 
ufed big as a flock-broker, and the former for any thing he 
thought proper ; and he was the*humble and fubmiffive va- 
let 

fool than rogue, he was more laughed ac and delpifed than 
trufled or abufed. His patience being equal to Ins phlegm, 
nothing either moved or confounded him; and he was, as 
Talleyrand remarked, * a model of an ambaflador, accord- 
ing to which he and Buonaparte wifhed that all other inde- 

pendent princes and Rates would choofe their reprefentatives 
to the French government,” | 
When our minifler and tas fovereign were difcuffing the 

difficulty of pr 
goverament, judged neceffary by both, the 
‘ed Schimmelpenninck with a fmile, and, ferious as Buona. 

both. More ignorant than malicious, “and a greater: 

rly filling up the Dosa of the Duich 

| 

| 
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By returning often to the charge, with thefe and other 
remarks, Talleyrand at laf accuflomed Buonaparte to the 

idea, which had once appeared fo humiliating, of writing to 
» x) Bn; a man fo much inferior in every thing, * Greul a ear 

Friend I” and therefore faid to the minifler, Well! let 
us then make him & grand penfionary and a locum tenens 
for ve years ; or unul Jerome, when he repents, returns 
to bis duty, and is pardoned.””—*¢ Is he then not to be a 
grand penfionary for life?” alked Talleyrand; ¢ whether 
or one month or for life, she would be equally obedient to 
refign when commanded ; but the lauer would be more po- 
pular in Holland, where they were tired of fo many 
changes,” —% Let them complain, if they dare,” replied’ 
Buonaparie,  Schimmelpenninck is their chief magiltrate 
only for five years, if fo long ; but'you may add that they 
may re-eleft fim,” ] AE 

It was not before Talleyrand had compared the pecuni- 
ary propolal, made to his dgents, by foreign princes, with 
thofe of Schimmelpentinck to himfelf, that the latter ob- 
tained the preference. The exalt amount of the purchafe- 
money for the fupreme magifiracy in Holland is not well 
known to any but the contratling parties. Some pretended 
that the whole was paid down before-hand, being advanced 
by a {ociety of merchants at Amflerdam, the friends or re- 
latives of the grand penfionary ; others, that it is to be paid 
by annual -inflalments of two millions of livres (84,000l.) 

Certamn it 1s, that this ugh | fora certain number of years, 
office’ was fold and nd ip and that had it been given for 
hfe, its value would have been proportionably enhanced ; 
which was the reafon that Talleyrand endeavoured to haye 
it thus eflablifhed, | 

Talleyrand well knew the precarious ftate of Schimasel- 
penninck’s grandeur ; that it not only depended upon the 
whim of Napoleone, but had long been intended as an he- 
reditary fovereignty for i Another Dutchman afk- 
ed bim not to ruin his friend and his fimily, for-what he 
was well aware could never be called a finecure place, and 
was fo prec#rious in its tenure,  % Foolifth vanity,” anfwer- 
ed the mimifler, # can never pay enough for the gratification 
of its defires, All the Schimmelpenningks in. the world do 
not poflefs property enough to recompenfe me for the fo- 
vereign honours which, I have procured for one of their 
name and family, were he even depofed within twenty-four 
hours, What treafures can indemnify me for conneélin 
{uch a name and {uch a perfonage with the great name of 
the Emperor of the French” 

I have only twice in my life beenin Schimmelpenininck’s 
company, and I thought him both timid and referved ; but, 
from what little he fad, I could net pollibly judge of his 
charafler and capacity, His portrait, and its accompani- 
ments have been prefented to me, fuch as delivered 10 you 
by onc of his countrymen, a Mr, M—— (formerly an am. 
ballador alfo), who was both his fchool-fellow and his clafs- 
mate at the univerfiy.® I fhall add the following €raits in 
his own words as nearly as poffible.  ¢ More vain than 
ambitious, Schimmelpenninck from his youth, and particu- 
larly gre his entrance into public life, tried every means 
to make a noife, but found none to gain a reputation, He 
carelled in fucceffion all the fyflems of the French revolu- 
tion, without adopting one for himfelf, Al the kings of 
fattion received in their turns his homage and his felicitati- 
ons, It was impoflible to mention to him a man of ans 
notoriety, of whom he did not become immediately a paru. 
{an.—The virtues or the vices, the merit or defeéis, of the 
individual were of no confideration ; according to his judg- 

| mentit was fufficiens to be famous, Yet with ‘all the ex- 
travagances of a head filled with paradoxes, and of a heart 
fpoiled by modern philofophy, added to a habit of licenti- 
oufnefs, he had no idea of becoming an inflrument for the 
deflruétion of liberty in his own country, much lefs of 
becoming is mts in fubmitting 0 be the flave of 
France, Itwas butlately that he took the fancy, afier fo long 
admiring all other great men of our age, to be at any rate 
onc of their number, and of being admired as a great mag 
ia his turn, On this account many accufe him of hy pocri- 

.{y, but no one deferves that appellation lef ; his vanity and. 
“exaltation never permittin red oi dillimulate, and no pre-. 
{fumption therefore was le difgui than his, to thofe who 
fludied the man, Without acquired ability ; without natural 

ws or political capacity ; deflitute of difcretion and ad- 
fs ; as conhdent, and obflinate as ignorant he is only ele- 

vated to fall, and to rife no more.” =~ 7 ew 
Madame Schimmelpenninck, I was informed, is as amid- 

ble and accomplithed bor hufband is £45 and defi- 

Hligacy, thes 100 virtuous 10 Ij 

of Bioasparte, nor the friend of Tallerrand ; fhe loned ber 

that they could neither read nor write,” 

fore no reafon to fear that thefe belles will be fent to diffes 

‘dial or plealing, The abfence of duty 
‘obfervation and referitment. 

LS Fevenge aod too gor 

grand } gine 2 in his new domigions. Fouche commu. 
nicated to Talleyrand both their demands and their bufine 
and afked his advice. He replied, ¢ fend two, and thofe 
whale vigilance and imtelligence you are {ure, 'Refufe, by 
all means, the other fourteen, ~Schimmelp 
precious; and were they at the Hague, he 
every thing for thems If they are fond of travelling, and 
are handfome and adroit; advife them to fet out for London 
ogo. Peteciburg : and if the confent, order | 
office, and they hall be fupplied, if approved of, both wi 
inflruétions and with their travelling expenfes,”——Fouche 
anfwered his colleagues # that they were in every refpe 
the very reverfe of his defcription ; that they feemed to 
have palled their lives in the loweft flage of infamy, and 

You have theres 

minate corruption in your happy Ifland, 
yg 

My Lo Da [Ta | 
The Lualian lubjets of Napeléone the frft were far from 

difplaying ths fame zeal and the fame gratitude for his pas 

LETTER XXX. 

ternal care and kinddefs, in taking upon himfelf the trouble 
of governing them, as we good Parifians have done; * Nota 
witbflanding that a brigade of our police-agents and {pies, 
drilled for y&drs to applaud and to excite enthufialm, pro= 
ceeded ds his advanced guard to raife the public (pirit, the 
reception at Milan was cold, and every thing elfe but cors 

did not, efcape his 

of the great bleffing, profperity, and liberty his viflories and 
fovercignty bave conferred on the inhabitants of the other 
lide of the Alps, he afcribed their prefent paflive or mutie 
‘nous behaviour to the effeét of foreign. emiffaries, from courts 
envious of his glory, and jealous o “his authority. | 
He fulpefled particularly England and Ruffid, of have 

ing felefted this occafion of a (olemnity that would complete 
his grandeur, to humble bis juft pride, He had allo fome 
“idea within himfelf Hat even Auflria mi | ght indireétly have 
dared to influence the fentiments and condué of her ci-de= 
vant fubjedis of Lombardy ; but his own high opinion of 
the awe which hi} Very name infpired av Vienna, difperfed 
thefe thoughts, dnd his wrath fell-entirely on the audacity 
of Pitt apd Markoff, | Siri orders were therefore illued 10 
the prefeéls and commiffaries of police to watch vigilantly 

5 all foreigners and @rangers who might have arrived, or wha 
(hduld arrwe, to witnefs the ceremony of the coronation, and ta 

- arrefl inflantly any one who fhould give the lealt reafon to 
{uppofe that he was an enemy, inflead of an admirer of his 
iwperial and royal Majefly, = He alfo commanded the pre- 
fetts of his palace not to permis any perfons to approach fis 
facred perfom, of whofe morality and politics they Had not 
previoully obtained a good account, | 

Thefe great meafures of fecurity were fot entirely ise, 
neceflary, Individual vengeance, and individual arnotifm, 
{barpened their daggers, and, to ufe fenator Reederer’s lan 
guage, © were near transforming. the molt gloridu day of # 

All our writers on the revolution agree, that in France, 
within the firll twelve years after we had reconquered our 
loft liberty, more confpiracies- have been dehounceéd, thad 
dufing the fix ceptuties of the moft brilliant 
ent and frce Rome, ' Thefe falls dnd avowals are {peaking 
evidences of ihe internal tranquillity of our uunfortynate 
country, of our affzéiton 10 our rulers, and of the unanimis 
ty with which ail the changes of government hive been, 
notwithflanding ea cm votes, received and approved, 
The frequency of confpiracies not only fhews the difcon- 

tent of the governed, but the infegurity and inflability of 
the governors, This truth has not efcaped Napoleone, wha 
has therefore ordered an expeditious and fecret Juice wo 
difpateh inflantly the confpirasers, and to bary the confpis 
racy in oblivion, except when any grand coup-d’cigt is 10. 
be firuck ; or, 10 excite the pallions of hatred, any proofs 
can be found, or mafl be fabricated, involving an imimical 
or rival foreign government in an. odious plot. Since the 
farce which Mehee de Ia Touche Sxbibaed, 
have not read in the Moniteur either of the danger our. Em 
peror has incurred feveral times fince, from the michinatis 
ons of implacable or fanatical foes, or of the alarm 
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rejoicing into a day of umuersal mouroing,” 

therefore, you 

Convinced, in his own mind; 
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