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i THE SECRET HISTORY OF THE 
COURT axp CABINET or St, CLOUD. 

@ sevies of Letters from a refident in Paristo a Noble- 
. man in London, written, during the months of 

| Auguft, September and Ofiober, 1805. 
. rrp | 

LETTER XXVI, ’ 
oy Ghd Paris, Augufl, 186 
'. My Lorn, | of " 
JOSEPH BUONAPARTE leads a much more reti~ 
d life, and fees lefs company, than any of his brothers orf 

rs, Except the members of his own family, he but fel- 
im invites any guefls, nor has Madame Jofeph thofe regu- 

t alfemblies and circles which Madame Napoleone ‘and 
fladame Louis Buonaparte have. His hofpitality is, how- 
ver, greater at his country feat, Morfuntaine, than at his 
orel here. Thofe whom be likes, or dees not miflrull (who, 
the bye, arc very few,) may vifit hjm without much for- 
lity in the country, and g their flay according to 

heir own inchinatiofer difcretion; but they mull come 
ithout theit fervamts, or fend them away on their arrival, 
As foon as an agreeable vifitor prefents himfelf, itis the 

etiquette of the houfe to confider hiin an inmate ; but to al. 
¢ low him, at the fame time, a perfelt liberty to difpofe of 
% his hours and his perfon, as fuits his convenience or caprice. 

: i In this extenfive and {uperb manfion a fut of ‘apartments 
* is aligned him, with a valet-de;chambre, a lackey, a coach- 
"man, a groom, ‘and a jockey 

command, 

, all under his own exclufive 
He bas allotted him a chariot, a gig, and riding 

horfes, if he prefers fuchan exercife, A catalogue is given 
him of the library of theighatean ; and every morning he is 
informed what perfons compile the company at breakfal, 
dinver, and fupper, and of the hours of thefe different repafis. 
A bill of fare is at the fame time prefented to him, and he 
is alked to point out thole dithes to which he gives the pre- 
ference, and to declare whether he chafes to join the com- 
pany, or to be ferved in his own rooms. | | 

During the fummer f{eafon, ‘players from (he different 
theatres of Paris are pmd to perform three times in the week ; 

each guefl, according to the period of his arrival, is afk- | edjin his turn to command either a comedy or a tragedy, 

“ewtd by the firlt performers of theiOpgra Buffa ; and (wice 
ree, cor a ballet. Twice m she week concerts are exe- 

in the week invitations to tea parties are {ent to fome of the 
neighbours. or accepted from them, 

Befides four billiard tables, their are other gambling tables 
for Rouge et Noir, Trente et Quarante, Pharo, La Rou- 
lette Biribi, and other games of yy The bankers are 
young men from Corfica, to whem Jofeph, who advances 
the money, allows all the gain, while he alone fuffers the 
lofs. © Thole who are inclined may pliy from morning ull 
night, and from night tll morning, without interruption, as 
no one interferes. Should Jofeph hear that any perfon has 
been too feverely treatea by fortune, or fulpeéts thar he has 
not much cath remaining, fomé rouleaus of Napoleone's 
d*ors are placed on the table of his drefling room, which he 
may ufe or leave untouched, as he judges proper. 

* The hours oF aise Buonaparte are neither fo late as 
ours in England, nor fo early as they were formerly in 

Fithee. Breakfalt is ready ferved at ten o'clock, dinner at 
four, and {upper at nine.  Béfore midnight he retires 1 bed 
with his family ; but vifitors do as they like, and follow 

their own ufual hours, and their fervants are obliged to wait 
for them, : 
When any bulfinefs calls Jofeph'away, either to prefide 

in the Senate here, or to travel in the provinges, he notices 
tte his vifitors ; telling them at the fame time not to dif- 
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place themfelves bn account of his ablence, but wait ull his 
return, as they would not obferve any difference in the aco- 

nomy of his houle, of which Madame Jofeph always does 

the honours, or in her abfence fome lady appointed by her, 
Laft year, when Jofeph firft affumed a miliary rank; he 

paffed nearly four months with the army of England on 
the coaft, or in Brabant. Oa his return all his vifitors were 

except a young poet of the name of Montajgne, who 

tle. Jofeph 1s confidered the beil gourmet,” or connoiffeur 

iquors and wines, of this capital ; and Montaigne. found 

once went to bed that he was not heartily intoxicated. Bur 

vice of drunkennefs; and prefented it to he 

ole who have reid it, or ofly feen exiratls fiom if; la far from being contemptible ; but. 
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roe the right of paternity, i 
“never was a great favourite wit 
referved ‘manners and prudence 

Jofeph Buonapatce, whofe 
m too great a contrall 

to his noify and blundering way, toaccord Sh each other, 
Before he fet out for Italy, it was well known in our fath-" 
ionable circles, that he had been interdicied the houfe of 
bis uncle, and that na reconciliation took place, notwith- 
flanding the endeavours of Madame Napoleone, To hum- 
ble him fo much the more, Jofeph even nominated La 
Fond-Blaniac an equerry to his wife, who therefore cally 
confoled herfelf for the departure of her dear nephew, 

The buiband of Madame Miot (one of Madame Jofeph’s 
ladies in waiting) was not fo patient, or fuch a philofopher 
as Jofeph Buonaparte. Some charitable perfon having re- 

~ ported in the company of a bonne amir of Miot, that his 
wife did not pals her nights in folitude, but that the fought 
confolation among the many gallants and difengaged vifitors 
at Morfontaine, he determined to furprfe her, Tt was palt 
eleven o'clock at night when his arrivd was announced to 
Jofeph, jolt (etired to his clofet, Madame Miot had been 
10 bed ever fince nine, ill of a migraim, and her hufband 
was too affe€lionate not to be the firlt jo inform her of his 
prefence, without permitting any body previoufly to dif- 
turb her.” With great relaftance, Midame Miot’s maid 
delivered the key of her rooms, whik fhe accompanied 
him with a light, . 7 the anti-cha found a hat and 
a great-coat, and in the clofst adjoining the beld-room, 
a coat, a waillcoat, and. a pair of breeches, with draw- 
ers, flockings, and llippers. Though the mad ep! 
coughing all the time, Madame Miot and her gallant did | 
‘not awake from their [lumber ull te enraged hufband 
began to ule the bludgeon of her love, which had alfo 
been left in the clofei, A battle then edfucd, in which the 
lover retaliated fo vigoroully, that the hulband called out 
murder! murder! with all "his might, The chateau was 
inflantly in an uproar, and the apartments crowded with 
half drefled and half naked lovers, Jofeph Buonaparte 
alone was able to feparate the combatants ; and inquiring the 
caufe of the rot, alfred them that he would fuffer no fcan- 
dal end no intrigues in his houfe, without feroufly, refent. 
ing it. An explanation being made, Matlame Miot was 
looked. for, but in vain; and the maid declared, that being 
warned by a lenges from Paris of het Hidband's jealoufy 
and determination to {urprife her, her mifire(s had repofed 
herfelf in her room ; while, to punifh the éngenerous fulpi- 
cions of her hufband, fhe had perfuaded Captain d’Hortenil 
to occupy her place in. her own bed,” The maid had no 
fooner finithed her depolition, than her millréfs made her 
appedrance, and upbraided her hufband feverely, in which 
(he was cordially joined by the fpeftators. She inquired if; 
on feeing the drefs of a gentleman, he had alfo difcovered 
the attire of a female ? and (he appealed to Captdin d’Hor- 
teull, whether he had not the two preceding nights, allo 
flept in her bed, To this he of courfe affented ; adding, 
that had M, Miot attacked him the firll night, he would not 
then perhaps have been fo roughly handled as now; for 
“then he was prepared for a vifit, which this night was rather 

uncxpetted, This connubial farce ended by Miot begging 
pardon of His wife and hier gallant ; the former of whom, af. 
ter much éntreaty by Jofeph, atlafl canfenved to fhaje with | 
him her bed. Bat being disfigured with two black eyes, 
and fuffering from feveral bruifes, and alfo afhamed of his 
unfalhionable behaviour, he cornunued inovifble for ten 
days afterwards, and returned to this city as He had left it, 
by flealth, | 
“This Miot was a fpy under Robefpierre, and is a coun 

fellor of flate under Buoraparte, Without bread, as well 
as without a home, he was from the beginning of the Re- 
volution, one of the moft ardent patriots, ahd the firll re- 
publican minifler in Tulcanys After the Sovereign of 
that country had in" 1493 joined the Jeagie, Miot re- 
turned to France, and was, for his want of addrefs to nego- 
ciate asa minifler, {hut up to perform the part of a fpy 
itr theri transformed into a prifon of 
ipefled perfyns, Thanks to his patriotism, upwards of 

two hundred Yadividusty of both fexes were denounced, 
transferred to the Conciergenie prifon, and afterwards guil- 
Jotined. fin until 1799, he continued fo defpifed, 
that no faftion would accept him for an accomplice ; but in 
the November of that year, afier Buonaparte had declared 

 hindfelf a Firlt Conful, Miot, was appointed a tribune, an 
e from which he was advanced, in 1802, to bea coun- 

felior offlate. “As Mot fquanders away hig falary with 
harlots, and in gambling honfes, and is purfued by creditors 
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«My Lory, , 
Notwithftanding the ties of confag 

intereft, and gratitude, which bond the Spar 
to the caufe of the Bourbons of France, no 
rendered more fervice to the caufe of rebellic 
more harm to the caufe of royalty, than th 

whole inclels ae known to be fcbie, and whee gn 
intedtions are rendered nully by a want of fig 
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- Putt, the cabinet. of Madrid would never hive been 

heavy tribute for its bondage, degrading 

~ fer bowing 

talents are known not to be brilliant, 

| 

his too liberal Prince, or even of monarchy 
‘of any body elfe but Himfelf, 

Prince of Peace, belongs to the later clafs. 

ge of fix years, 
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rae, or confiffency of gobdua while I 
refs, and the confequent misfortunes of their contems wea 
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poraries, 1 i. all the blame on their wicked or ignorant 2 
; becaufe, if no miaifters were fools or traitors, 
ns would tremble on their thrones, and no {ub 

to {hake their foundation. Had Providence blefs 
fed Charles IV of Spain with that judgmient in {elefting his 
miniflers, and that conflancy in perfevering in his choice, 

your George d11; had the ‘helm of Spain been in the 
roi and ‘able: hands of a Grenville, as Windham, and 3° | appre 

fed by the yoke of the cabinet of St. Cloud, nor paid a 
as well as ritnous; 

4 This is. the age of upflares,”. Talleyrand. to his 
coufin Pritice. de Chalais, who reproached hidi for an uns 
becoming fervility to low and vile perfonages; and I pre; 

to them, to being trampled upon and cruthed by 
them.” Indeed, as far as i ny no where in hifto- 
ry are hitherto recorded fo many low perfons, who, from 
oblcurity and meannefs, have fuddenly and at once attains 
ed rank and notoriety. .. Where do we read of fuch a nu 

no 
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merous crew of upflartemperors; kings, grand penfionaries; | 
direftors, imperial highnelles, princes, field marfhals, gene- 
rals, fenators, minifters, governors, cardinals, &c. as we now 
witnefs figuring upon the theatre of Europe, and who chiefs 
ly décide on the defliny of nations! Among thefe, feveral 
are certainly 0 be found, whofe fuperior parts have made 
them worthy to pierce the crowd, and to fhake off their nas 
tive mud ; but others again, 3nd by fir the greatefl number 

| of thefe novi homines, owe their prefent elevation to (hamea 
lefs intrigues or atrocious crighes. y 5g 8 
The prime minifler, or ratlier the viceroy of Spaii, the 

From a man 
in the ranks of the guards, he was promoted to a general in 
chief, and from a harp-playey in anti.chambers, to a prefis 
dent of the counfels of a prince; and that within the fhore 

Such a fortune is not common ; but ta 
%¢ abfolutely without capacity as well as virtue, genius as 
well as good-breeding, and neverthelefs to continae in an 
elevation fo little merited, and in a place formerly fi fubjecd 
to changes, and fo wnflable, is & fortune that no upflart ever 
before experienced in Spain, 
An intrigue of his elder brother with the prefent Queen, 

then Princels of Afturia, which was difcovered by the late 
King, introduced him firll dt court as a rp-plager and 

the Cola 

After fhe 

when his brother was exiled, he wasentrufled wit 
refpondence of the Prince(s with her gallant, 
had 
the lover than the meflenger; and conirived, therefore, tg 
fupplant his brother in the royal favour. Promotions and 
riches were confequently heaped upon him; and, what is 
furprifing, the more undifguifed the iran of the ueen 
was; the greater the attachment of the King difplayed ufelfs 
dnd it has ever fince been an emulation between the royal 
couple, who (hould the moft forget and vilify birth and fue 
premacy, by allociating this man not only in the courtly 
pens but in the ¢ 
cen gifted with a found underflanding, or poffefled any 

fhare of delicacy, generofity, or difcrétion, he would, while 
be profited by their imprudent condelcenfion, have prevents 
ed them from expofing their weaknefles and frailties to 8 
‘difcaflion and ridicule among courtiers, and from becoming 
objets of humiliation and f{candal among the eople. He 
would have warn:d them of the danger, which at all times 
attends the publicity of the foibles and vices of Princes, but 
particularly in the prefent times of trouble and innovations, 
He would have told them: Make me great and wealilwy, 
but not at the expence of your own grandeur; or of 
loyalty of your people, Do not treat an humble {ubjeét as 
‘an equal; nor fulfer your Majeflies, whom Providence de- 
{lined to govern a high (pirited nation, te be openly ruled 
‘by one born to obey. I am toodutiful not to lay alide my 
private vanity, when the happinels of my King, and the 
tranquillity of my fellow fubjefls are at flake, I am ale 
ready too high, In defcending a litle, 1 (hall not only 
rife in the eves of my contemporaries, but in the opinion of 
poflerity. Every flep I am advancing undermines your 
throne, In retreating 4 lite, if I do not firenghten, I cag 
never injure it, | But 1 beg your pardon for this digre(fion, 
and for putting the language of dignified reafom mto the 
mouth of a man as corrupt as he is imbecile, 
Do not fuppofe 
my nation, that lam his enemy, No! had he fhewn 

imfelf a true patriot, a friend of his own country, and of 
in general, or 

although I might hay 
proved of his policy, if he has any, I would ne 
lathed the individual for the afls of the minifler, | 
muft bave obferved with me, that never, before his 

bled, or-Spanith {ubjefls m. ~ wretched ; the Spank pows a 

ployed... Never before the _reaty with France of 1796; 
uded by this wifeacre (which made him a Prince of 

err ment the fovercign of Spain,) was 
hy reduced to fuch a lantentable dilems 

os 

e | into an expenfive war without 2 caufe; 

alcended the throde, he thought it more Jlotinis to bg 

unttions of fovereignty, Had he 

aufe the Prince of Peace is no friend 
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