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~ - SHAPPING INTEREST. ..

General Gascoy x e rose te bring forward
bis thetion for a Commitiee of Inquiry into
the state of the Briush Shipping, = So ex-|

tensively was the distress felt, that there was
port in the kingdom that bad nox
identified with pew principles—but still he|'Wo

hardly a

thought the question ough
inte. Laws bad been -répealed

Jasted for cénturies— that existed when there : c
was not such a debt as now bore upon the |9 attention (o them whatever.  The gen
country, and consequently whea protection |tlemen who
u: on the ‘table and be printed.  Now, if a

was ' not Rqﬁiml' so much as now.

doubied wot that £27,000,000 were ¢

barked in thipping—and oa going intoa A iy
Comaitiee he should be able to show that a|*uppose tat the shipping
depreciation of 25 per cént. had taken place, [Country was really o.ndangered, be should
or about £7,000,000. These calcula. have felt that it was incumbent upon him,
Sions were derived from the most accurate|bolding the office which he helc in the Ge-
asgs Y0 g g B Pmi;, matier ; and,as aproof of such dapesition en

gluy,&c., bad been constamtly pe

HOUSE OF . COMMONS; May,

that had |of all the

as lisble to that moral responsibility 1o which
Jevery other member of Parliament is liable,
be his rank or station in
may; He made this declaration as te his| T _
and as to his rcadiness e meer the (at vatiance with what the geuers up musi
| have had under their own personal know-
ledge. -He would advert briefily to one ‘or

|and gallant colleague, that,was. not the least

country what it

feelings anc ‘
harges which had been brought agaipst him,
without the slightest reserve,  Among the
many singalar statements of ' his' bonourable |t
c

g

ain‘uht in which he stated that fogahe Jast

rhelmed with peticions from the ship owness
ports in_the country, ¢

presented the petitions moved
nothing more than that they . shoild be la:d|

perusal of these petitions had led him to
interest of the

vernment, to have inquired narrewly into the

NEW-BRUNSWICK ROYAL GAZETTE.

foreign shipping would supersede the British |u
inthe foretgn trade ofihe country. He feund
10 some. of the petitions allegations which be
must own ¥

entry of Briish and foreisn vessels in vhis

very port of Séarbarough.

—— e s
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surprised him, because they were

wo. The first he should refer 1o was a pe.

Baltic vessels, at all the Lintsh ports.”
He would just read the official return of the

in 1825, the
nomber of British vessels which entered 1n

wards was 19, their tonnage amounied to
2,421 3 the number of foreign vessels was
17, their tonnage 978, Iu 21826, the
number of British vessels was 17, their 1on.
nage 2,349 ; the number of foreign vessels
that year, instead of 17 was 2, and their
tonnage 149. [Cheers.]  So much for

bere the comparison w
able,
excluding Ireland, in 1826, excesg D
siderably that in any ofie year since 1'8“.

except 1824, which wasa 4
Vuon,-,\vhen compared . with 1826, The

ition from Scarborough, ‘presented on the|decrease in British
16th of February, which siafed” that the va

e years the House had been aver- {lue of Brijish shipping bad decreased from
20 (0 25 per eent. sitice "the year 3825
| omplaining and expressed regret and alarm at “ the grecat
of distress, and that the Govenment bad paid?increue in the entry of foreign, paruculatly

compared -~ with the
230,000 tons. . The tonnage in 48, e
2,027.000 .tons ; that in. .

1,796.000 tons. The foreign shionin.
mean-while, had fallen off :;‘ Pping,

that of 1825 was 869,000 tons ; (b of

-

ade properly so called, sipce 1814,

\ “and
88 stil mere faygy,

The onnage of Briiish vessels 1raq. ¥

year af specul,..

thi”in‘, n- 13!5,‘
‘ B year, wy

1826 y,,

°)°°° tens -

1826, 640,000.  Thus there 'y

a less decr‘easc in the British: than iy
foreign shipping; and a most triumphay,
answer herein appeared to the objection 4

to the relative increase of foreign and By,
ish shipping. In order to exhaust the sub.
ject in every possible way, he would notice
the objection of some, that the colonies 34
Briush North America, were there way o
foreign competition, should be excluded 3

&e., were at moderate expenses, equally dis-

- seamen were in-great distress,

ence of the MN shewa their injurious
rendency —a_ sysiem that had admitied the|
Prussians and :‘n, te the extent of 51000
es of

ever, the right honourable gentleman (M. ‘

by g

ships, almost unasked, o all advaniages
the mitigated sy -America bas al
greatly beacfired from the changes enforced
:{,_. the new system. In Prussia, France,

olland, &s., the ship-building was £8,
£9,and Li10 perton, in Londen 26
10s, at the outports £18. The manning,

advaniageous to. England. How wasu
possible to compete with- ships so advanta-
geously navigated ; and there were noceunter
advantages, no facilities to Briush shipping,
although it was ata much greaier expense,
The removal of 'the discriminating duties
had. been of the most injurious consequences.
Siage this petition had been presented to the
Heuse, their property had: diminished 1n
value fram 5 to 10 per cent.  Since the
year 1816 there was a diminutien of sailors
to the extent of 11,000 0r 12 000. Our
wnnage had diminished insicad of be-
‘ing increased, . in consequence of the Trea.

nade There were 118 vessels now building
in England ; but only 20 of them were 10
order — the rest were on specnluion. There
ooght to be an_increased extent of ships
built in Eegland. - The ship-builders and
The arri-
vals of foreign ships, as compared 10 Briuish
ships, were increasing every month, The
result of the experiment bad been ruinous,
and would centinue 10 be such, if persevered
in ; asd he felt persuaded that inquiry could
not be justly vesisted, The

ahe alierations—but the downright ship
owner bad been a great loser,

Ut -
honourable

increasé the ruin,

It would be
impossible to satisfy the ship-owners with-

had given in the last session, of his own ac- |1
cord, of the real sitvation of the commercial
marine of the country. He declared .at the
same time the principles on which he had
pi&panl the alterasions in. the Navigatien

had of manning our military Davy immed..
ately, whenever a naval armament should be
suddenly requiced. He had  alse compared
eur means; increased as they were: wihin
that period, with the mecans of other coun.
tries, aiming to be our nvals, not our ene-
mies, in maritime affatrs,  The ship-owners|
appeared to employ a logic quite peculiar o]
themselves--alogic whichbe | Mr, Huskisson;
knew not how (0 designate, unless he descri-
bed 1t as that which ptcv:i}ed amongst
philosophers during the dark ages. It was
not from facts, from observanon, from ex-
perience, from a knowledge of what was
passing before them, that these gentlemen
drew  their conclusiens. They seemed to

R _Mll; _vessels were ngubm]“nca»tenve the exploded-arguments used _l!ll'

Session, to induce the House to récede from'
its altered policy with regard to the 'li!k"
trade., “The course was theh te sssume, as
an incontrovertibie fact, that 1f the measure
was carried, our silk trade would be rooted
outand utterly dissipated. We were teld
of 500,000 helpless womenand childrem, us
well as workmen, a'l subsisting upon the silk
trade, who would be left to starve, with a
thousand other horrible consequences ; new
during the distresses of the past year, no

The merchants| branch of trade had suffered so little, and
might in some instances have profited from

was now in a more fleurishing conditien
than the silk trade, [Cheers.] The re-
sult of a free compe(ition was this, that the
silk manufacture had made much progress

y—hawever cloquently the right|througheut the country, and that we were now
gentlement might answer his €0
statement (hear,) inquiry ought not to be re-
fused, on account of the declaratien of any
indivadual backed by mysticted figures,
[ A laugh.] As 10 delay, that might only
He did not press the

exporting to France more or less of oursilk
goods, nay, some houses were actually mak.
ing Bandana bandkerchiefs for the purpose
of exporting them to India. [Hear, and a
laugh.] Bat the ship-owners went further
than the parues to whom we alluded ; they

motion from any party motive; he belowg: [not only assumed what were to be the mea-

ed 1o no party, ke had no persenal artach.
ments. He came forward frem duty alone,
hoped the motion would net be sup~
poried or opposed by party feeling. He con-
cluded with moving for the Commitee of

ard he.

Inquiry.
Mr,Huskisson said he bad now been
a member of Parliament for upwards of 3o
years, and from the first moment (Hat he had
the honour of a seat in this House dowa—

sures of Government, but they pronounced

namely,that theshipping interest was ina state
of total decay. He had waken the trouble
to read all the petitions on the part of the
ship-owners, and he could state that there
was not one which did net proceed upoh ‘the
principle that the foreign shipping had in-
grcascd, and British shipping had decreased,
and seme were bola encugh to say that we

tbe pres nt, he bad always considered himself ishould soon reach such a conduion tha

The next peution, was from the port of
Greeno k, which contained the same allega.
ttons, with ‘referemee ‘particularly to 1the
British provinces in’ Norih Ametica 3 it
Laws, He bad also an opportunity of stated that” ¢ by the benefic bestowed upon
stem.— America bas also{tbowing the House the growsh of our)
com the ch Pcm:cid marine since the year' 1792 ;
of comparing our means at present with cur|that™ the pentioners
means at other periods ; and of explaining| compete successfully with them.” - How
to the House the .-oppormniiin which we|the fath-ually
0 shows - In 1825, the number of British

foreign shipping, so 'dccxkd a_preference 1s
given to- foreigness -in the tmmber trade,

what had been already ihe effects of them—{shipping.

he petition from' Scarborough! [ Hear.]

can no longer

stood he should now proceed

vessels which entered inwards .in this pen
was 201 : their tonnage was 51,000, The
number of fereign vessels was 21 ; their
tonnage was 6,300. [a 1826, the Bruuh
tondage was 54,000 ; the foreign 2,300.
He adverted (0 another petition (with re
ference to the argument that the poorer
classes were deprived of employment by the
change) from the labourers in the port of
London connected with the shipping. They
stated that their condition in 182 5 was pros.
perous 5 but that in 1826, owing o the
increase of foreign shipping, they had suf-
fered great disiress, Now it appeared in
1825 that the tonnage of foreign vessels
entering inwards in the port of Londen

amounted 10 3023 22-teps; these peisons|

well as Ireland.  From the account of ihe
wonnage of Briush vessels arriiing fu.
foreign ports, excluding the Briuish ecloniey
10 all pacts of the world, it was gwif,ing
to find that the quantity in 1826 excreded
that.of any year since 1814, except 18s5,
There was not a single year besides (b
which was pet greatly inferior to 1856,
Hedid not deny that in the foreign ude
there was a continued tendency to inerease;
butif our shipping continued to increaseslso,
were we to proceed 1o measures of hostility be.

cause, forsooth, there had been an increase
in foreign trade as well asour ewn ?  Qpe
point he weuld refer 10 more particularly :
one-fourth of the foreign shippii‘ cepsisied
of vessels under 50 tons, whilst our shipping
averaged 400 tons, The trade between
the opposite potts of France and Dover,
Ramsgate, and other places in Englwd,
employed small vessels bringing eggs, buuer,
vegeiables, pouliry; and fruir, which were
all 1ocluded in the returns, These vessels
came with one tide, and returned with the
next.  Was such a commerce as this a
nursery for seamen ? No ; we should look
(o distant foreign trade, at the extremty of
the world, which would form our seamen by
muring them to hardships and to dangers.
Yet it was lictle known to what ‘extent thys

then found no want of employment. In
1826, the tonnage of foreign amounied 1o
215,254 0nly. [Cheers.] He wasaware
that the subject was a dry cne, but he musi
trespass upon (he House, mn order to vindi-
care Parliament, and shew that the country
was not deriving njury by peiseyering in
!thc present measures. It was true, thac last
lyear he made a statement to the House be-
fore the- returns had been produced ; and
now an endeaveur was made, since the re.
turns were furnished, to accuse him of in-
accuracy. It became, therefore, his duty,
before he dame to discuss this subject in the
present Session, ta exhibit the returns in

{his having adapted them to suit the object
of a piuful misrepresentation. He now
held in his band an account of shipping
since the restoration of peace. The resul:
was, that excepting that extravagant year,
1825, (and the year 1826 was necessarily
influenced by that year of speculation, ) there
bad been a comparative increase of British
Even 1826 exhibited a greater
number of British ships entering inwards
Pand outwards than any year (except 1825)
since 1814. ([Hear.] The tonnage of
British  vessels entering inwards in
1826 was 2,478,000 ; in 1814 it was
}1,846,000. But as lreland was now
separaied from the foreign trade, he had re
quired that its tonnage should be separated
i cach year from the accounts of foreigo

———

peity commeice was carried,
of éygs imporied from France in theso small
\vessels in the course of last yui amounted
't0 63,000,000, and the duty -paid vpos
| them was L22,000. Itwas the same wiib
a hundred other articles. He would now

telated 10°the trade ‘with all pans of the
world strictly foreign out of Eosope. In

nloyed in thrs trade was 535,000 (ons. In

crease of 3-8ths. With the single exception
of the United States of Amenica, lb@ for«
eign shipping in that trade was greater tha

such 2 shape as would repel the suspicion of|in any ene of the six years preceding 1814

than 1t was last year, He now __.,F_.‘.'.!E“ "

}ithe trade with the colonies. _
shipping engaged with the West Indsa co-
lonies last year was greater in amount ‘h‘d"
in any yearsince the peace, alcways exclud”
ing 1814 and 181 5, because n tl.safa"
we possessed colonies which had since d“
restored to foreign Powers. The trad€
with our North American telonic
creased in a most giganiic degree.

of amewnting to: only 151,000 (0N%

s vbad in-
| nsted
as i

000 tons,
that of any foimer year, always excepiing

1825. With the East Indies our irade

kcrcascd from .000 tons 19 26

proceed to that part_of the subjeet which

1814, the amount of British tenpage ¢0” -

1826, it was 878,000 tons, being an ol

The Briish.

f“qt’ t'the peace, 1t ROW amounted to 3977 -
and the trade of last year cxteﬂ."‘l

\ 000
had increased from 50 000 tonsto ’g:i--
wons. With the coast cf Africa 3 ned I -

,000 toBk



