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" "CONFESSIONS
OF A COUNTRY SCHOOL MASTER.
L From the Acadiin Magazine.
% This is confessedly the age of confes-
sion—the era of individuality —the tr'um-
phant reign of the first person singular,”-..
. Y.Literany Gazerre.
bave been so often given to the public, tha:
1, whose mortal carcer has certsinly been
shortened, if net sweetened by the *¢ delighs- . building where my pupils daily assem-
ful rask,” reselved at one time not 10 “ renew |bled to shiver ~.mot with terror, but with
the sad remembrance of my fare,” but to|cold--for all the birch consumed in school,
- leta speedy oblivien cover those calamities, | was consumed by the fire, and I have the
% all which T'saw,” and less fortunate than

satisfaction to know, that, as it was never em-

AEveas, * all of which I was.” M
~xy, I feared, would be treated like the cer-|never yiclded any ‘at a senuble distance.
tilicates of our modern beggars. Public | Bur, a mile and a half was oo far 10 travel
sympathy }i'-n}ﬂy exhausied by the drafis | for 2 dinner, I was therefore kindly premit-
~ already made upon it by that degraded class | (ed to dine at Mrs, Dunning's, in the vicini.
of ‘n”’vhciliekng. and any mere {iy of the schoel heuse.  The. first forenoon

of :
frem the same quarter are liable to be pro- | was spent in an idle attempt to learn foriy-
chrisnan, 1 weu!d say, barbarous mames,

tesied,  The following circumstance altered | Gve
my resolution. c".‘hi"l up an old news compared with which, the names of Oliver
paper the other day, in a fit of ennu, h‘{" Cremwell’s jury dwindle inte abselute pro- |
moned energh enough te peruse, for the third pricty. At twelve o’clock I returned to
 time, the patheric tale of a fellow pedagogue [y, Dunning's, where a hearty  welcome
which bad "““d.“‘b RElice oa 11y ﬁ’“ awaited me.  Dinner shortly appeared--bus
. @ppearance, and is evidently the productien | . 4.0 i (L meal, that in a week’s time, had
~of a masterly pen. By this it seems he was| ) migh sunk me 10 the grave, it meiits a
- actully in peril of dying an, b""&‘“‘f particular description, It will be sufficient
What ! siarvation in 2 country town of| o cpumerate the articles spread befure me
l’!"z"‘h“ ! The leading. idea of his| 1 ihe first eccasion, for I can say 1o the
- plece now mk- a 'P“P‘N‘ absurdi- |, 30 ¢ ox une disce emnes™ -which 1s, be-
ty. Toall bis dssertions, my Owmexperi- ng interpreted, there was mo variation du.
‘ence gave the lie ditect. The winning ring twenty-eight days.  First, came on an
unknown quantity of tea, contained in'a

cofice-pot that might have served for a mo-
derate sized hght house, Secondly, a plate
of what Mrs, Dunning, with apparent sin
cerity, called sliced pork ; but what I sus-
pected, from  its color and tenacity, to be
Lgumtlas:ic. This was followed by-a quart
bowl of real pork in a state of fusion,  Some
one had previously told me, by way of en

couragement, that all school-masters lived
upon ihe fat of the land. Alas! ihe am-
biguiiy of language-.iill now I had never
understooa this expression. On ene corne:
of the table s10od an article that would have
staggered tieliogabulus ; namely, & comi’
cal twrret of dough-nuis-- emphatically
dough nuis, This detestable eseulenr, the
pride of ayr countiy dames s .metimes resem
oles one of your infl-xible lile soup dum
plins ; at others, it appeary 1o be a kind of
mongrel pan-cake. - The oppesite corne:
was defended by a turri. ofiimmlarshape,and
rearly as formidable, consisiing of mince:
donfish. A place of brown bread, an irce
gular mass of junk beef, an apple pie resem

bling the top ef an overgrown tead stoel, a
vow! of corpulent pdmocs in vielent ‘ponpi-
ration, and a bauter pudding of cylindrical
shape, livid complexion, and th mast a

paliing specific gravuty, completed the din
ner, It is difficult 1o find a simile for this
pudding--ihe reader may obrain a fainridea
of us appearance and constiiution, by 1n.
specting a leaden clock weight, 1 sat dawn
with the siubborn resolution of eating ull
the family were satished ; asure, bat a ter-
r1ble pathye popularuy. ¢ Come-Master,”
said Mors, Dunning, “ seach 10 and help
yourself ; when you are amongsi poor folks,
vou muslput.up with pour faiks’ fase,” |
strove to alleviate the sord woman’s anxiely,
oy werd and deed. 1 seized a potatoe,
squashfd it upen my plate, and gazed in s
lens agony on the four spoenfuls of liquid
pork gencrously poured wpon it under ibe

igeorant, The maw of lcbobod Crare,
that pink eof pdnmun, we are told, pos.

da,” and the consequence was, that he eat
simself 1nto the good graces of all in Slecpy
Hollow. In like manner ne teacher can be
popular in H s if he have nov the ap-
petite of a shark. The agent's house a
which I tarried night and morning, was a

pathos of this writer, his admirable humonr,
~and 1be fascination of his siyle in general,
all comspire to make upon the reader a deep

but incorrect impression of the mannér in
which our« ouniry people treat ¢ the master.”’
Te efface this, is my present object. No-
velty 1 have nene 10 offer--artifice I scorn
=--elequence me’er sat upon my lips-..my
sele atiractions are misery and trudh,

At the close of the year 1825, my dia-

~ bolical ‘euiuy seatme to H s avillage
on the sea coast of a New-England State.
inhabited by certain amphibieus bipeds,
who call themselves farmer fishermen. Here
I had contracted to spend eight winary
weeks in culivaiing whatever of intellect
there might be in forty-five children (if they
can claim the name) of both sexes, Fool
that T was---as if the * young idea” could
shoot 10 winter more (han any other weed,and
that t0e i 2 soil of the consisiency of granite
But 2 fogg days of fruitless flogging prompt
ed me to spare my own feelings -the only
ones affected by that exercise -and 10 em
ploy my ferule in ruling the writing books. |
insicad of the scholirs 3 and I did desiss
soon aficr, upon discovcrmg’ that my merits
8 instructers were estimated by my clemenc
to the pupils--ihat is to say, my pepularity
with the childrem, and, which is a patural
consequence in H ——, with their parents,
was in ihe inverse ratio of the flagellaiions
dispensed. One great point was already
gaived ; but anether of equal magnitude,
though in a cheering state of progression,
remained 10 be fully accomplished ; name.
ly, to render myself agreeable as a member
of tbe family where I happened 1o board.
This is mo less essentizl te complete success,
than to spare ihe rod and spoil the child.
Lo justice to myself, hewever, it should here
be remarked, that I am free fiom the guil
of fulhlling ihe latter, half of Solomen’s
maxim ; for the children were all spoiled 10
my hand.  The secend importan: quabifica-
tion, of & celintry precepror™ls,” that he be R
able (o demelish any given quantity of pro-|"*Me of gravy. A Feputation and tweniy
visions, This is indispensable. Qur coun cight dollars b_’”’g at 3""!‘" it would have
try people mever starve the master, though ] | been rashmess in me 1o cfuse the half pound

of minced fish, four cups of tea,ninety chlgﬂ

fal

sessed ** the diluting powers of an Amcn-*

somewhat similar, prerpted me to close

mile and a half distant from the ana:omy of'

y e | ployed to preduce heat by impulse, so it%

mine as each mouthful was conveved teo iy

chanically, like any oiher grist mill,

By dint of these conclusive efforts, all the
articles just mentioned were soon made (o
disappear ; and new thought I, I have
made a deep impression in my favor. De.
tusive idea ! as evanescent as the provender
that vanithed before the knife and fork of
Mr. Dunning’s son, a promising young
Vulcan, whose operations 1 was watchin ,,
with a jerlous eye--and my heart sank with
'n me at the comparative insignihcance of
my ewnexploits. The dispondence created
by this scene was highiened by an exclema

tion from M rs, Duoning : * Ah! Masier
you wontmake out a dinner, Iamafeardyou
dont like our fare.”” At that instant I wish
ed myself an esquimaux er an ostei€h, As
it was, I made one more effort and devoured
two-meore dough-nots 3 bt here asympiom
of strangling rendered me siiff necked 2

gainst all further solicitaiions, I had real-

i2ed and couid demonstrate an absolute ple

two rods to the school house, and merely re-
mark, that had | gone tothe agent’s to din-
ner, my pupils would bave gained half a
holiday. Let me stop & moment 10 remind
the resder (hat this narrative is not wrigten

-~-that a smile would be an insult, for, to e
Il s 2 memento of any thing but ‘the ludic-
reus. Hc)my bear in mind, also, that |
have disclaimed exaggeration, and prefessed
te be the advocate of truth, These reflec.
tions will enable him 10 meer, without a
sneer, the solemn assurance that, 1n six sue-
cessive days, I devoured sevenicen meals
of equal magnitude with the ene described.
Ner can my sacrifices be fairly censured as
extravagant, For although the demon of
popularity may be conciliated at dinner, yei
hai favour iscasily lost at supper or hreakfase,
His votaries myust be consisient 1n their plety.
From an imperfect register of these offer-
ings, it appears that, among ether articles,
[ consumed during the first week, six peunds
of minced fish, 1wo gallons of tea, a pint
and a half of melied pork, a cubie foot of
solid aitto, five apple pies, and one hundred
and nineteen dough-nuts,

| On Sawurday  morning, three of the
agent’s hogs followed me to schoel, 1
thought ef the pork I bad eaten, and ever
and anon cast a umid glance at the swine,
* Their tameness was shacking 1o me.” But
it shortly ceased 10 be 50 : for sfier thas,
they followed me wih canine regularity,
ard without any inclination (o be witly, |
regarded them merely as intolerable beres.
A week had now clapsed, and net only
fourd me in cxisience, butalso brought along
with 1t a pleasure | had long been a stranger
to--that was the benefits of eating, My
popularity was unparallzled, and buils upon
a foundation too solid for premature decay.
Well has a modern writer contended (hat the
stomach 1s the seat of the soul. 1iis an
ingenius and plausible decirine, and not
without its advocaies 3 for 1in H - , at
least, they estimate a man’s intellectuals by
the capacity’ of his “bread basket, The
whole district rang with my praises. ¢ The
Master,” said they, *“ is a hine accommdat

ing man--he is’nt 4 mice partickier a.boul .h"'
vittles,”  So much accemplished 1n a sin

gle weck would have puffcd up any budy.
and meekness hersalf might bave pardoned
the innecent strut that cenveyed me (o the
neighboriag village of B y on Saturday
aficrmoon, An aqquailmncr mel me 1 the

street--was struck with my altered appear

‘. }
cessed _much sarcastié regret

nish thought, and pullirigger. A feeling |

predestined place, and my jiws labored mé‘ﬁ.)f the incubus,

sum. I pass over che di&culsy of walking |

for applause--that sywmpathy 1s not cxpccted.‘

{
Sut pride musi have a fall, and (he Gl 4
mine was a beavy one, ’Dmins iy .
worable Saturday night, faney, in rhe 4.
Caused m"(oA EXecu'e 3 iim
*rsety the like of which was Never P"f |
ed but once, and then it was m;, 3
fer.  The tumble, hewever, Seh‘ ﬁ[
part of my invaluntary freaks and ,,"
ea the night aforesand, 1 shall ‘*"hh
'y to narrare them o order and at E:'g, ;
for the reader, be he never 50 |

night mare shall keep Eim awake “ii‘ :

glarein company- -but if "he has ny 4,

tience to read a description of it T heyrd
with bim the reality, and leave him ;)
slumbers, At nine o’clock 1 found m
in bed, and a few minutes afier, in the |
sert of Zaharra--for the night mare is 35,
cellent traveller Numivhulﬂdio‘th v
period of time eccupied in passing the A
lantic, my sides ached bhorribly, 1 wy,
less jaded than if the journey had heen pe
formed on a trip-hammer, 1 strained 5
eyesin vain to find a place of shelier, ‘.
was nuthipg te be seen but a circuly s
of redaish sand, bounded by the honyg
Suddenly the beavens assumed 2 tempes
ous aspect 3 but I hailed this syQp n
raim water wiih ecstacy, for b,itbe'ma
ing sun had consumed the outward man,

a burning thirst the ioward, O} how
longed for one of those well saturated cle
that seemed to withold their moiswre
purpete to tanialize me, In ten migle
could have made a dry sponge of the vl
atmosphere. My contemplation of the sk
was all at once interrupted by the =
frigbrful grunts, preceeding from myri
of swine who encompassed me round sho
iIn  concentric circles, and gnashed i
tusks in vengeance, They were apparen
broiled by the sun and destitute of bris
The latter of these misfortunes they st

In commen with myself, for terror had m
me shed all my hair,  Yesel was avuck
literally by a legion of live park. 1
hornd circle ceniracted M’W"e
Flight, in any sense of the werd, was
possible.  In this agonizing mom:n!
clouds opened and discharged a tremend
showcr_ of -dough-nuty--ﬂmﬁ""' ¥
melancholic viciim of ennut, compia

feeling blue, 1ill he has felt the * peliny
the pitiless storm.” Every nut stemed &
like the ball of a nine pounder: T was red¥
pasie in a twinklng, In 8 short time the ¢
began to slacken fire, when | ventured ©
head, which had b-en pummelledinto the
take 2 peep at the hornizon  But, O! hes
horrers, the circle of hogs remaned e
They had stopp-d but a3 mement to 1ot
manna which had fall n to mvigorate fem,
sea' my faie 1 watched them awhile _
power of motion, They soon .

ther oaset, and | was »qu'oe'ly m:l"‘l "y
destinv, when my natural ‘r"ttﬂ.tha
CUd-JC(llV laolchdCd For me, ‘h“ '0”
its atiractiso. I fell into the sl rent & S
dense canepy of dough-nuts, tumbled :
heels through space, and landed flat upon
on the broad side *of Satnf‘;\'&"k‘!x
which (e my inex pressible dismay,

bean immense battpcr p&dding.d.w,'d‘
in diame.er, was justied out of its g
ly rolled aver my carcase, lﬂdl'ﬁ e o
Fhe crath awoke me JF was lying :onbﬂt
with the pillow on my face. After | et
the windsw to assure myself that the “."

n good order, 1 crawled again 18 By
awfitcd the dawn efday in a state h‘.‘v‘:::w
and waking, —a state from Wh'_“h i “M\
the complaisant readeris exempt.
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