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been completed 
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:. and to act upon the common important in. 
terests of their constituens. Io that inter: 

{ own condition. The productions of the 
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“small addition to the sum of our national leaving each party the Liberty of termina. 

channels, the streams which coniribute 10 

in odical renovation. 

joyed without interruption : internal quist 
‘bas left our fellow-citizens 1a the full en. | field of blood can ever besiow, 

8 joyment of all their rights and the free ex- | 
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‘WASHINGTON, Dee. 4 

MESSAGE eof the President of the Uni- 
“ted Stases, communicied to both Houses 

“of Congress at the commencement of the 
First Session of the Twelfth Congress. 

jee of the Treary of Ghent, has been du- 
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that plate on the 6th day of February last, | conuinuing in force those ab ve men-! 

A copy of the Proclamation iswued on the {iioned, have been concluded | ctween the 
nineteenth day of March last, publishing| Plemipotenniaries of ihe (wo Governments, 
this Convention, is herewith communicated {on the 6th August last, and will be forth. 

to Con The sum of twelve hundred | with lard before the Senate for the exercise 
and four thousand wine hundred and siaty | of their constitutional authority concerning 
dollars, therein stipulated to be paid ta the them. 
claimants of indemnity under the frst A¢ | In the execution of: the Treaties of Peace 

of Nov. 1982 and dept. 1783, between 

PRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED 

. + GUANRN. C0 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives, 

since the Representatives 
People and States ofthis Unien were 

val the mever slambering eye of a wise and 

country, The blessing of health has con- 
tinued generally to prevail throughout the 
land. The blessing of peace with our 
breitkren of the humane race bas been en 

of the indemnity to the persons ntitled to 

- 

rities upon other objects of discussion, Nor lri 

ly received, and the commission instituted }the United Stares and Grea Britain, and 
conformably to the Act of Cengress of the| which terminated the war of our Indepen- 
second of March last, for the distribution |dence, a line of boundary was drawa as the 

(nme of 1erriory between the two 
receive it, are now in session, and approach 

ing the consummation of their labours. This 

final disposal of one of the mount 
topics of coilision between tbe United States 
and Great Britain, we 

counties, extending over nearly twenty de 
grees of rautude, and ranging ever seas, 

explored, and scarcely opened to the geo 
oc-1 giaphical knowledge of the age. In the 

casion of gratulation te ourseives, but has | prog: en of discovery and settlement of both 

had the happiest effect in promoting a 
friendly disposition, and in sof.ening aspe- 

_parties since that time, several questions. of 
boundary between thei respective Tesrito- 

e8y have arisen, which have been found of 
ought it 10 pass without the tribute of afexceedingly ditheuls adjustment, Ar ihe 
frank and cordial acknowledgement of the | close of ihe last war with Grear Briain four 
magnanimity with which an bonorable na- | of these questions pressed themselves upon 

of their doty in the improve } ment of their 

tion, by the reparation of their own wrongs, |(be gansideraion of ihe neguciators of ihe 
achieves a triumph more glorioys than any | Treaty of Ghent, but without the means of 

[concluding a dehniiive arrangement con 
The Conventions of 3d of July, 1815, cerning them. They were referred 10 three 

and of 20th October, 1818, will expire 7 | Zr. Commissions, consisiing of «wo 
their own limitation on the 20th of Octo | Commissioners, ons appoinied by each par- 
ber, 1838. These have regulated the direct | ty, 10-examine and decide upon their respec- 
commeccial intercourse between the United | ive clams. In the event of disagreement 

soil, the exchanges of commerce, the vivi.| States and Great Briain; upon terms. of | between the Commissioners, it was provided 

fying lbours of human indoury, 

enjoyment as large and liberal as the in- 

dulgence of Heaven has perhaps ever grant. 
ed to the imperfect state of man upon earth ; 
and as the purest of human felicity consisis 

m ts parucipation with others, it 1s no 

happiness, at this time, that peace and pros- 
perity prevail to a degree seliom experienc. 

ed over the’ whole habitable globe ; pre- 

-senling, though as yet with painful excep. 
‘uons, ms, a foretaste of that blessed period of 

promise, when the lion shall lie down with 

“the lamb, and wars shall be no mere. To 
‘preserve, to improve, and to perpetuate the 
sources, and 10 direct in their most effective 

the public weal, is’ the purpose. for which 

government was instituted. Objects of deep 

_ importance to the welfare of the Union are 
constantly recurring 10 demand the aticn- 
tion of the Federal Legislature ; and they 
call wih accumulated smerest, at the first 

“meeting of the two Houses, afier their-peri- 
To present 10 their con- 

sideration from time to nme, subjects in 

"which the interests of the nation are most 
deeply involved, and for the regulation of 
which the legislative will 1s alone compe- 

| pursued, of which all the advantages are 

| have | the most perfect reciprocity ; and they ef -| that they should make seports to the ieveral 

combined 10 mingle in our cap a pertion of fected a temporary: compromise of the re-| governments; and hat the reports shoald fina! 

spective rights and claims to territory west. | ly be referred to the decision of a Soversign, 
ward of the Rocky Mountains. These ar-| the common fyiend of both. Of these Com- 
‘ran ts have been continued for an| missions, two have already terminated (her 

‘indefinite period of time, afier the expira | sessions and investigations, one by encire, 
{tion of the above mentioned Conventions ;} and the other by parual agreement, The 

Commissioners of the hfith article of the 
ting them, by giving twelve months notice | Treaty of Ghent have finally disagreed, and 
to the other. The radical principle of all) made their confl-ciing reports to theirown 
commercial intercourse between independent | Governments. But from these reports a 
nations, is the muwal interest of both pur- | great difficulty has occurred 10 making vp a 
- 

ties. Iris the vial spirit of trade 1iself ;{ question to be decided by the Asburator. 
wor can it be reconciled to the nature of man, { This purpose has, however, been affecied by 

or to the primary laws of human sogiety,{ a fourth Convention, concluded at London 

that any traffic should long be willingly! by the Plenipoentiaries of the two Geovern- 
ments on the 29 h of Sepiember last. lt 
will be submited, together with the others, 
to the couaideraiton of the Senate. | 

While these questions have been pending, 

incidents have occurred of contlicung pre 
tentions, and of dangerous characier upon 
he territory uself 1a dispute between the we 

nations, By a common understanding be- 

tween the Governmens it was agre=d tha 

no exercise of exclusive jurisdiction by cither 
parity, whilé the negotiation was pending. 

should change the siate of he guestion of 

right to be dehnitively seuled. Such col. 

lision has ncveribeless recently taken piace, 

on the one side, and all the burdens or 
the other. Treaties of Commerce bave been 
found, by experience, to be among the mos: 

effective instruments for prometing peace 
and harmony berween nations whose 1n- 
tefests, exclusively considered on eithes 
side, are brough: into frequent collisions by 
competition, In framing such treauies, it 1s 
the duty of each party, not simply to urge 
wich unyielding pertinacity that which suits 
its owr inierest, but 10 concede hberally to 

i that whichis adapied to the interest cf the 
jor. ~ To accomplish thi, livle more 1 

painful| lakes, and mountains, then very mopeifectly | 

er — 

the sudden and ‘unexpeied exclusion by (he 
British Guveroment, of access in vessels of 
the Uanied States, to all their Colonial poris, 
except those immediately bordering upon 
our own territories. In the amicable dis- 
cusstons which have succeeded the adopiion 
of this measure, which, as it affecied harshly 

{ the interests of the United States, became a 

sul j=ct of exposculation on our part, the prin. 
ciples upon which 1s justification has been 
placed, have been of a diversified character. 
Ii has been at once ascribed to a mere re- | 
currence te the old long established principle 
of Colonial monopoly, and at the same ime 
to a feeling of resentment, because the offers 
of an Act of Parliament, opening the Cole- 
nial poris upom certain conditions, had not 

been grasped at with the sufficient eagerness 

At a subsequent period 1t has been intima- 
ted that the new exclusion was in resent- 

ment, because a prior Act of Parhlameat of 
1822, opening certain Colonial ports under 
heavy and burdensome restricuons to vessels 

of the United States, had not been recipro- 

cated by an admission of Briush vessels 
from the colonies, end their cargoes, 
without any restriciion or discrimination 

whatever, But, be the motive for the in.’ 

terdiction what it may, the British Govern- 

ment have manifested no disposition, either 

by negotiation or by corresponding legis. 
lative emactments, to recede from ity, and we 

have been given distinctly 10 understand, 
‘hat ner h=r of the bills which were under 

the consideration of Congress at their las 

Sessiun would have been deemed sufficient 
in their concessions, to bave becn rewarded 
by any relaxation from (he Briush inter. 

dici. It 1s one of the inconvenienciss in- 

separably connected with tie attempt to ad- 

just by reciprocal legislation interests of this 

nature, that neither party’ can know what 

would be satisfactory to the other ; and that 

sincere purpose of conciliation, it will gen- 
erally be found wuerly inadequate to the 

experiations of the other party, and will 

erminaie in mutual disappointment, 

The session of Congress having termina- 

ted without any act upon the subject, a Pro- 

clamation was issued on the 17.h of March 

last, conformably to the provisions of the 

6:h section of the Act of 1st March, 1823, 

declaring the fact that the trade and inter- 
course authorised by the British Act of Par- 

|.ament of 24th June, 1822, between the 
United States and Briiish enumerated colo- 

mal ports, had been by the subsequent Acts 

of Parliament of 5th July, 1825, and ihe 

Order of Council of 27th July, 1826, 

prohibied, The effect of this Proclamation, 

by the terms of the Act under which it was: 

by an instantaneous conformity to them. 

after enacting a statute for the avowed and 

tent, is a du'y prescribed by the Constiiu. | generally required than a simple observance: 
tion, to the performance of which the hrst| of the rule of reciprociiy, and wese it possi, 

meeting of the new Congress is a period ble for the statesmen of one: tion, by 

eminently appropriated, and which i 1s now stratagem and management, to obtain from 

my purpese to discharge. the weakness or ignorance of another, an 

Our relations of frizndship with the other [over reaching wreaty, such a compact would 
nations of the earth, political and commer. prove an incentive to war rather than a 

cial, have been preserved unimpaired ; and | bend of peace. Our conventions with G, 

the opportunitibs fo improve ihem have Britain are found upem the principles of 
been cultivated wih an amxious and unre- reciprocity. The commercial intercourse 

miting attention. A nggociation upon between the two countries is greater in mag 
subjects of high and delicate interest with !mitude and amount than between any (wo 
the government of Great Britain has termi- | other nations on the globe, It 1s, for all 
nated in the adjustment of some of the ques | purposes of benefit or advantage to bothysas 

fians at issue, upon satisfactory terms, and |precious, and 1a all probability, far more ex 
he postponement of o.bers for future dis. |tentsive than if (he parties were sull constitu. 

cussion, and agreement. The purposes of ent parts of one and ihe same nation. 

the Convention concluded eq St. Peters-’ ties neiween such states, regulating the inter 
hurgh, en the 12th day of July, 1942, an- | course of peace between them, and adjusi 
der ihe mediation of she lae Emperor ing inverests of such tran:cead:nt impor 
Alexander, have baen carried inte eff-ct, | tance (0 both, which have been found, in 
by a subs-quent Convention concluded at'a lorg experience of years, mutually ad 

| “London, on ine 13h of November, 1826. vaningeeus, should not be lighily cancelled 

obe rauibcations of which were exchanged at jor discontinued. 

Trea | 

it is mater of regret that their views re- 

by occurrences, the precise character of| | 
which has not yet becn ascertained. A issucd, bas been, that cach and every pro- 

communication from the Governor of the | VIVO of the Act concerning Navigation, 
State of Maine, with accompanying decu- of the 18th April, 18:8, and of the Act 

ments, and a correspondence beiween the supplementary thereto of the 1 5th May, 

Secretary of State and the Minister of 1820, revived. and 1s in full force. Such, 

Greas Bruawn, on this subjeci, 2re now then, 1s the prescat condition of the trade, 

communicated. Measures have been taken | that useful as 101s 10 botn parties, it can, with 

to ascertain the state of the facts more cor-|2 single momentary excepiiun, be carried on 

rectly by the employment of a special agent direcily by" vhe vessels of neither. That 

‘0 visii the spot where the alleged outrages [exception uself 1s foond in a Proclamation 

have occurred, the res:lt of those enquiries, of the Governorof the Island of St. Chis 

when received, will be transmitted 10 Con-|topher, and of th& Virgin Lslands, inviting, 

gress. : for thre ype lg The-2 

While so many of the subjects of high | lasig The” importation of the o¥ gk 
interests to the fiiendly relations between] produce of the Uniied States, whiclig 

he two countries have beem so far adjusted, | tute their export pofion of this trad 

the vessels of all nations, That pel od 

specting the commercial intercourse between having alceady expired, the stare Of pra 

the United States and the British Colonial [interdiction has again taken pig” 

ssions have not equally approximaicd Briush Governmeni have not 

0a friendly agreement, negouation upon this subjegd 

At he commencement of the last Ses: | principle they have ass 
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