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SCENE IN A DALECARLIA

BY MRS, HNEMANS.
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't Hasty, with your torches, hasts ! make firelight reund !’
—They spead, they press—what hath the miners found ?

Roelic or treasure, giant sword of old ?

Gems beddea desp, rich veins of bura‘ng

—Not so—the dead ! An awe-struck band,

Ia silence gathering round the silent atand,
~ Chained by one fesling, hushing o’en their breath,

Before the thing that, in the night of death,

Fearful, yot beautiful, amidst them lay—

A sleoper, dreaming not !—a youth with hair

T

quences.”” Several metnbera of the Academy may still re-

similar threat, imprudently commnunicated o the Academis

o . et -

member the accidents and dwsorders which followed a

des Sciences, by M. do Lalande, in May, 1773, The ap-
nouncement of the comet of 1832 may produce similar ef-
fects, unless the authority of the Acadomy applies a prompt

romedy, and this salutary intervention is at thig moment un-r
plored by many benevolent persons.’” As it is extremsly
probable that the Academy will make no roply to this lotter, |
wo shall ‘here enter into eome details which will shew how
destitute of foundation these popular errors sre, which M,
G*** dreads. The comet which iato appear in 1832, ia the
comet of six years and three quarters of which the orbit was
calculated in France, by one of the most distinguished astro-
nomers,M.Damoiseau, membar of theAcademis des Sciencas,
All that has been said in Germany respecting this comet, is
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From the New-York Journal of Commerce, . -
In all ages of the world there have exsited individuale who
ssemed to have delighted in the agitation of the fears of
mankind. The present.prediction is by no means an ori rinal
one. The superstitions of past generations have often beex
inflamed by similar foreshowings ; and the approach of
comet, especially, has always atferded to eroakers and fans.
tics a most eligible chance for the display of their frighthi

astrology. We have a long catalogue of these forbodin

Making a sunny gleam [how sadly fair 1]
Q'er his cold brow : no shadow ofdacay
Had touched those pale bright features—jyet he wore
- A mien of other days, a garb of yore. |
Who could unfold that mystery ? From the throng
" A woman wildly broke ; her eye was dim, .
_As if through many tears, through vigils long,
Through weary strainings :—all had been for him |
Those two had loved! And thers he lay, the dead,
Ia his youth’s fower——and she, the living, stoed
With her grey hair, whence hue and glosshad fed—
_And wasted form, and chesk, whose flushing blood
Had long since ebb’d :——a meeting sad and strange !
—Oh ! are not meetings in this world of change
Sadder than partings oft ? She stood there, still,
And mate, and gazing, all_ her soul to £ill
With the loved fice once more—ths young, fair face,
*Midst that ruds cavern touched with sculpture’s grace,
b ‘By torchlight and by death :—auntil, at last,
Frem her doep heart the spirit of the past, _
- Gushed in low broken tenes:—*¢ And thera thou art |
And thus we mee!, that loved, and did but part
As for a few brief hours My friend, my friend !
First-love, and only one! Isthis the end _
Of hope daferred, youth blighted? "Yet thybrow
&till wearsits own proud beauty, and thy cheek -
$miles—how unchanged !—wvhile I, the worn, and weak
And faded —eh ! thou wouldst but scorn me now,
I€ thou couldst Inak en ma !—a withered leaf,
Seared —thoagh for thy sake--by the blast of grief |
‘—<Batter to see thes thus :=-for thou didst go,
Reariig my imags on thyheart, I know,
Uato the dead. My Ulric ! through the night
How I havecalled thee '—with the mormmng light
How have I watched for thee '—wopt, wandered, prayed,
Met the fierce mountain-tempest, undismayed,
I search of the '——bound mey worn life to one,
One torturing hope '—Now let me dio !--’tis gone !
Take thy betrothad "”’—And on his breast she fell.
~<0Oh ! since their youth's last passionate farewell,
‘How changed in all butlove 1—the true, the strong—
Joining in death whom life had parted long !
—They had one grave—one lonely bridal bed—
Bio friend, on kinsman there a tear to shed ! .
. His name had ceased—her heart outlived each tis,
Once more to look on that dead face—and die !

{Sait mines are s2id to possess preservative qualities. ]
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THE EVENING HOUR.

This is the hour when Memory wakes
Visions of joy that could not last !

This is the hour when Fancy takes

| . A survey of the past.

gha brings bafors the pensise mind
The hallow’d scenes of former years,
And frienda who long have been coasign’d
¢ To silence and to tears,

The fow we lik’d, the oxs we lov'd—
_A sacred band come stealing o’er,
Aad many a form far hence remov’d,
And pleasures sow no more,

- Friendships that long in death are hush’d,
. And young affection’s broken chain, -

And hopes that fate 100 quickly erush’d—
| l’ 1n memory live again,

Fow watch the fading gleams of day .
" Bat musc-o’er joys as qaickly flown -
‘s Tiat after tint they dic awq‘ Sy »

Thls it the hour wken Fancy wreathes

A epell round joys that could not last ;
This is the hour when Memory breathes
= 7 A sigh to pleasures
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founded on the results obtained at Paris. Now, these re-
sulte are 8o far from being terrifying, that they do not even
leave the samallest poasibility of an accident. The comet of
{ 1882, in its shortest distance from the earth, will remain
more than sixteen millions of leagues from it. It might come

{ a thousand times nearer before any danger could be appre-

hended. In 1770, a comat came 30 neir as 760,000 loagues
(about nine times nearer than the moon.) Lalande esti
mates the distance at which a comet might produce sensible
efocts upon the' earth, at 13,000 leagues. Whence, then,
comes the error of the jourpaliste, of whom the auther of
the leiter speaks? Without doubt, solely from the circuin-
stance, that the comet in quyestion will pass very near the
earth's orbit (14} diametars,\from 13 to 14,000 leagues ;) so

and attempted delusions at hand, which we 'mirht quote be
way of illustration ; but for the present wil'lni{ito m“ o
following, for which history furnishes indubitable vo :
In the year 1761 two men at Cologne having reported
that they had just arrived from Damascus, were visited b

the Jesuita of the former place, with whom the connmi
in the Hebrew, Chaldiac, Greek and Latin Langusgm.
They came,; as they affirmed, by Order of Heaven, to csil
men to repentance ; and stated themselves to be propheis
and only 700 years of age. They predicted among other
things, the destruction of Coustantinople in 1766 ; the in.
undaton of all England, in 1769 ; an earthquake throughout [
the globe 1770 ; the fall of the sun, moon and stars, in

1771 ; the conflagration of the whole earth in 1772+-and: :
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{that, infact, were the earth 1o be at the same_time in the:
part of its orbit nearest the comet, some alarming distur-
bance might ensue. It is unnecessary te say, that so gross
a misapprehension asthat which we have just pointed out,
was not committed by any asirenomer. The enly respecta.
Hblo.pnblication in Germany en the subject, is a letter of M. cied approach however, he endeaveured to lease an estate
Olbers, in which that astronomer gives an account of the for thirty years to afriend. ‘How can you, Mr. Whistoa,'
result obtained by M. Damoiseau ; and it is without doubt,'said his friend, * thus endeavour toimpose upon me, when
bocause ignorant persons have seen in this letter that a{yoﬂ knew, that, in less than half that time all mens’ pre-
comat will approach very near the earth in 1832, that they derty will be in common ; and no man’s estale worth six.
persuaded themselves of it collision with the earth. M. pence?”’ ¥ « |
G***'g Jetter cohitains an assertion with reference to La-| John Storflerus, a learned man, who flourished in the 16th
lande, which we think it ourduty torefute.—~That astrono- reentty in Suabia, predicted a terrible deluge in 15624, which
mer was but the very innocent cause of the great terror | alarmed all Europe. He was seconded by the astrologersef
which pervaded the public mind in 1773. The following 18 ‘the day, and all sort of expedients were contrived in r e
the real cause : Newton, in spasking of the consequeuces evade the menaced calamity.
that might result from a comet’s coming in contact with the | sea
earth, had said that Providence had se arranged as to render | sent to survey grounds in the
such a collision impossible. Lalande thought differently. beasts might resort to escape
No orbit, it was true, was known to interfere with that of were
the earth ; but the orbits might be sensibly altered by the avoiding
planetary attractions. Besicsg, the orbits of all the comets France,
were very far from being known, Was it not rash to pro- built high arches as
neunce it certain, that none of the orbits hitherto not cal-.a magistraie of Toulon,
culated, could come into contast with that of the earth, and a boat on the summit.

ceeded no further in their padictions.

tion of the Barth, but the actudladvance of the millenium at
a period he chanced nevertheless to survive. Duringits fan.

- —

provinces to which men o
the mundation ; and “books

insomuch that esome persons grew distracted—semé
‘a maans of deliverance—and M. Auriol,
dctually erected four high pillars with

_ ‘But the obstinate continuance ofdn
that, of those known, none could éver be disarranged, so as| weather chagrined the prophets amazingly.—~Nevertheles
‘to intersect it. There was nothing but what was very jost | Storflerus presisted in his prediction, the uélm}:of. which
in these remarks. - Time has confrined them, since the orbit | he merely pestponed to the year 1536. : -
of'the comet of six years and thrge quarters passes 8o near; In the same century, a
that of the earth, that the smallest disturbance might cause ' of the world,”” which was to ha
their intersection. But bofore a disaster could happen, it appointed, while he was preachmng,
would net only be necosary that the orbits should mest, but
also that the bedies themselves should happen to be at the having all laiih in the:p .
point of intersection, an.l the probabilities of such & cencur- Eqmto‘dr.napomtcd Bj!,thiif0§P°¢l&tl°ﬂb.th?)’ tOl"ﬂ” _
rence are infinitely smeall, This was M. Lalande’s opinion, from his desk, angd'gave him an unmerciful. flagellation for
Ha drew up a memoir on the sub ect for a public meeting | his mistake. : RRLEARR s PAP O &
ofth. ‘cadem! : but bappsning to be last in the order of (:.0'.:!1‘168. soothsa}'qrs Of this desclptlon have at different
’regd‘nn’ the time pa”_‘d away, and it was not read. The ‘ penod.a endeavoured to disturb the peace of the world ”

title, Reflexions surles cometes qui peuvent approches de foretelling its sudden ruin.
la terre, announced a subject cilculated to interest the !
- }greater number of hearera. It was asked what the memoir foresee the end of the world : but having .
contained ? and the answer was that it contained an account |1ha time arrived, ]).cpple.aﬂowod their foare to subeide.
of the effact which. a ¢omet striking the earth might preduce. Napier, the ingenious layentor of the lagarthms,
A noise went abroad that the comet was to come, and that | himeelf to be afiected by & similar delusion,
it was predicted by Lalande. B0 & AL b 4

e~
- { - Maupertius, in his lotters on the same subject, spele in 2
| much more positive and terrifying manper, and yet nobedy|™
1took notice of them ; but Maupertius was -not positively
known as an astronomer ; he had not made almanacks ; be
had not the power of inserting in the journals acceunts of
all the astronomical phenomena. The alarm excited by this
{alledged prediction waeso general, that the Lientenant of (ke and if not in their power 10 pay, to give satifag-
Police wished to see theememoir, and he found nothing imit te wry seconty i Thoe who - peglect 182
authorise the terrors that had arisen, and oydered ite speedy Y AT g f
ublication. When it was printed, nobody would believe it. - comply-with ‘h"‘b""'e requesd.sal
t was pretended that the author had supressed (he fatal pre- three months from this dare; may
‘|diction, net to terrify by the annpuncenient of a’ éatastrophe (xosct to have their accounts
- |from which he had no means of withdrawing himeelf. The iaced i ihé hands of Bith
same terrors were renewed at vaious epochs, but with loes P : P
violence, and the blame was always Jaid onLalande, who had peT author iy, for .col-
{not said a single word on the subject. At thel present day lection. TON ;
Acometsare not 8o general an object of terror. In proportion, : %
{as the mass of ths population. becomes more enlightened, : "y 4 D. B SI{EL
superstitious terrors of al! kinds are }ess to be dreaded. The! Fredesicion, Qctober 5. 18aR, » .
- e e e e
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‘having all faith in the prophecy. But as the storm

ever, be, unfortunately, happened to outlive. :
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* |eonjunctions of the planets, which were formerly the cauee
{of much more vielent, and still more unreasonable foars ;
 the eclipses, which so long divided with comets the right of
gpr{ifying the nations on earth, have been discevered to
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finally, the general judgment in 1773, We believe they pro. -

- Whiston, the Mathematician, predicted, not the destree.:

published pointing out the most feasible methods of |
the catastrophe. The panic raged violently in

Lutheran divine foreteid the * ond

a sudden tempest aross,
during the raging of which his hearersremained pctfcm |
preacher

Anicnz them one George Bell,g

he ' religious enthusiast, about half & century since pretended 4 |
retracted bcrf::

and also fou,uﬁ
the end of the world at & certain date—which period, bow-

. . . . ! ® b
, him to call and setile their accounts immediately 5.

published every Twtanay, b
GEO. K. LUGRIN, Printer to the K1wa's Most Excetient Magpeh
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, .. PROPHESYING. o |be incipable of producti f the -effects t! ' ahe v
¥ 3 Rt i S . T producting any of the -efiects that were at- ), ; e Ay e od ¢
the Comet d‘,lsy)_ , which some P"M 43" to des- |tributed to them. Of all these terrors, there ouly rpmains,| Theprice °fh“‘“ ::.P‘! .‘QB:_"F:;‘::%‘:‘:S'.N annp le |
O O o our Bavlh. | = . fwithrespect o the comete, s, possibility sp extremely uncer it FOUCRRC UL S rar Tacive Linew will be lannd |
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