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’ N l—iRA.TIV OF JOHN WILLIAMS, y hunger eut of sufficient to enable me to drown, almost

One of those persons who were buried alivein the ruins of very night, in intexicatien, the sense of my degndition and
the Brunswick Theatre. despair,

Taken down from his Conversation in the Hospital. - The theatre was at length opcncd; although the internal

In the begianing ef last autumn, I was sent to Loondon on {work was not all finished. I was in attendance at the fatal
come matters of business by my faher Mr. Williams, the | rehearsal of the 28th of February, in ihe'cOutseofmy duty.
building surveyor of Chester, who is also known to the, As I was passing across the stage, I was arrested by the
lierary world by his ¢ Remarks’ on some of the arzhitee- |y |
tsal anuquites of that ey, 1 carried letters of mtroduc-‘m spite of everything. The earnesinoss f my gaze was
:on to Mr. Nash, to Mr, Rickman of the House of Com- (observed by one of my fellow-wotkmen, whe informed me the
mons, and to 2nother Member of parliament, whose name lady whom'I seemed to admire so much was Mrs.
I do not wish to mentien.  The last gentleman invited me xMr.r. ! She was married! 1 forget at the mo-
0 his house, overwhelmsd ms= with professions ef esteem, and [ment my situation, my dress, the propricties of time and
guite turned my head with his offers of services. \Vh‘cn.{p!ace, and I rushed forward to demand from her own lips a
he business which had called me to town was finished, I confirmation or danial of the truth of what I had heard.
wroe to my father of the new prospects that had been | That motion saved my life.__There was heard at the instant
opencd to me, ar.d in contempt of his advice and injunc- 'a sound which I cannot describe by crash, or roar, or any
tions, determined en remaining in London, to follow out a othermitaive word m language ; it was not loud— nor
career so much betrer adapted 1o my talenis than that ef a 'shrill__nor hollow : perhaps it associations in my memory
provincial bailder. Anopen quarrel with my family was.{witb what followed may have fixed its peculiar character in
the consequence ;

voice of a new actress_a voice that bad lingerd in my ear

my _situatioo, or recall any thing that had happened to my
memory. At length, piece by piece, the truth came be-
fore me, and I could feel the cold sweat trick!ing down my
brow. The voice I had heard existed probably only in
imagination, for it was mow silent, A low deep sound was
bumming in my ears, which I could at length distinguish
to be the simultaneous groans of hwman beings. separated
f{om me either by distance or some thickand deadening bar-
rier. My ear endeavoured in vain to divide it into its
component parts, and to recognize the voices of those I
knew ; -and there was something merehornble in this vague
mysterious menotany than if it bad beenditincily fraught with
the dying accents of the one I loved best on earth, 1 felt as
it my let must be bitterrer than that of the rest. I was alone
—1 was cut offeven from communien of suffering 5 while
they, I imagioed, were together, and in the sound of one
another’s voices, and the touch, even, of one anotber’s
clothes, received some relief froh the idea of total aban-
donment, of agony unimagined; and unshared.

My senses, I believe, began to totter, for 1 complained
aloud of my lonely fate ; I krew that I was bebaving ab-

anger, being convinced ihat a very short time would prove

the wisdom of my conduct, and enable me to demand rather |

than selicit forgivcmss.

Two months passed away in cxpectation : my money

: 'daried out by the side-d
as spent, and the people at my lodgings began to abate "' ) ARG 00U
ity e o B :fpcakn?g, stopped in the middie of » word ¢ the hand raised | rheir ears like a cry of com fort and hope, an  answer to
I called at his house for that pur. |!! passion was not dropped ; the moving crowd of human

in their civility, when I thought it was necessary to bring
my patron te the point.
pose, and found him just stepping into a postchaise,  He
scemed as glad to see me as zver, but, of course, had -little
time for conversauon.

but I tock no trouble to appease then ?my mind . but I can only describeit to the imaginaiion by

likening it to one’s conception of the harsh, granng, sullen,

) . surdly, but I could not help it ; I beat the 1ron walls of
'yet abrupt. noise of the gravastone when it shall be suddenly

" : ks : my dungeon with my clenctied | hands till they were wet with
raised from its sandy, clammy‘bcd, at the sounding of the last | blood, and shrieked aloud witl 12 voice réndered terrific by

rrumpet.  One of the actors rushed across the stage, and | the fury of despair.  The v jices of the rest appeared (o
Of the rest, those whe were | be startled inte silence at the gound—or perbaps it fell-upon

\

_ . their groans from the surface ; of the earib, ~ Afier a pause
‘beiags stood sull, as if by one impulse ;—there was a ‘T beard another dull, heavy sound, like that preduced by a
'pause of two or three seconds. Some, whese mind was muffled drum : it was, in rc mlity, a dsum, and probably

I .

When he had fairly seated | himself| MOre  present, raised their eyes to the roof ; but (herbeat by one of the band, 2: ; a more powerful means of

in the vehicle, and, 1n my dcspair, 1 had ventured: to askf"’" were motionless, even in the vagrant organs ef vision, iawakening attention than ! jis own voice. The sound, in

how long he meant to be absent from town, shaking
cordially by the hand, he informed me that if theie was a
callof the House, hz might be obliged to return in the
course of the Session, but that, at all events, he would bave
the pleasure of sceing me this time next year.
remember the carriag: driving off —but the passers-by stop-
ping to look ar me, as 1 siecd like astatue on the flags, recal-
led me to myse!f, and I went home to my lodgings. |

I was
I preferr=d lowering my expectations, and applying for
a clerkship in a builder’s office, and was promused the 13
fluence of several persons of respectability in order 40 nbiain

it. 1o the meantime, by the adviceofan acquaintance, I was |

induced 10 2pply 1o the pawnbroker fur a temporary pecuni- that the 1ron and wood were wet with blood and brains| cd equally useless and ‘woauainatle to those underground ;

ary relief 5 but this did not enable m= to discharge the rent
of my lndgings. The civility of my lasdlady was chang-
ed to coldness, and her coldness, by a natural transition, (o
keat.  The persecuiion I underweat at home made me rake

refuge in public-houses, where 1 fell 10 wuh companion:

as desperate as myself, but apparenily moie bappy. 1 at

length left my (odgings secretly, with the remains of my |
I engaged a bed by the night

at what 1s called aiheatrical house, but one of the lowese oqd'isnn

watdrote under my arm,

the sort, where I first acquired a tasie— or rather a passion |
— for stage amusements, and-became acquainted, by tke |
introduction of her brother, with a young actress, whose
name, whether she is dead or alive, will not bz benefitted by | 1
an association with mine. My appearance at this time, with 5,{

I do not!

too timid, or too obstinate, to write tony father.

l}

me| and stood mute and sull like a gallery of statues. 1 cannot such circumstances, was i1 jexpressibly awful ; and ‘when

\atteropt to describe the sound which awcke the scene from | the hand that smote the i1 istrument in so unaccostomed a

this appearance of death, only to give it the reality, I' scene, wandered by habit i juto a regular tone, my sensaiions
'would liken it to thunder, if you could mingle the idea of were exaggerated into a 3 secies of horror which I can liken
the explosion with that of its effects—or to the rush of al only to that which might | pe supposed (o visit a religious
' mighty torrent, if you could fancy amalgamated, as it were, mind on witnessing som: : shocking and blasphemeus im-
in 1ts roar, th€typical voicesot pain, and horror, and con- | piety.

(fusion, and struggling, and death. I staggered back, end| It may seem a speci o8 of insanity to wentionit; but
'nearly fell into an abyss that was cloven into toc fluor by a| when tbe roll of the druw ¥, and the sound of buman voices,

\

fragment of the iron roof en the very spot where I had steod | had ceased, and after I | ad been lefi for a écmiderw#: time,
‘but a wivment before. While rushing up the side of the |as it were, to myself, e 'yen n these circumstances of terror,
'newly-formed precipice to rcgain my festing, by the single and loneliness, and my: itery, I possessed a species of know-
'terrific glance I bhad time and light to cast behind, I saw§ ledge, which the deniz tos of the surface would have deem-

{

'and the other borrible mysteries of a man’s inner body, and | _1 hwew the hourofihe might.  Like:he idiot who mimick-
sphat the ¢ living soul” I bad just talked to was not to be ed,at the proper interve Is, the audible measurement of time,
'recognized by the sight'as ever having berme the external afier the clock was remc wed  which bad tanght him the
\characteristics of a buman being. practice, my inclination i for drirking. which had been con-
~ The light was suddenly shut out—and yet soslowly as to | verted by habit into 2 B unconquerable passion, returned
(inﬂ:c(np()n my sight that which will ever stand beiween it at the accustomed tim e of its gratification. In spite of
land the cun,  Fragment afier fragment rushed furiiously | surrounding circumstar jces, I fancied myself in the midst
of my dissolute eompat [ions, in ihe scene of our coarse and
vulgar revels ; ldnmk/ without being flled ; 1 becams
| ited acall in ity descent.  Then the bursting of the | drunken with imagin ftion ; and the close and poisoneus
walls—the grating of the stones and bricks as they ~were | atmosphere, which betlore bad been burihened with mwy
'greund into powder— the rending of the planks and wooder | groans, now rung with (songs and laughter, and impreca-
partitions —the hissing of ke lamps and brass-work—the [ tions,  This state of u/mnaiural excitement passed away, but
amp crush of human bodies—and the yells of mdrial agony | the reaction which too |k place exhibiied all (he symptoms
com a hundred hearts, which seemed wilder and stronger | that attend the awak|ening of the young and inexper-

(from the roof, but yet so thickly intermingled that 1 cannet
'at this moment say whether or not the mass of the roef was

-y

regard to dress, was respectable, and my manners probably | Co ' }o1 ihe inanimate sounds that bad called them into ienced drunkard. - V/Vith bead ache, sickuess, faintness,

intimated  an acquaintance with better society than bat en- bein
joved by my companions, The recepticn I met with
and, young, beautiful, ami- |
ble, and, I am convinced, innocent, she made an 1mpressian |

from the lady' was favourable ;

on my heart which is the only part of my London history |

[ am not ashamed of acknowledging.

I debated with myself whether, on finding a sitvation, | would have nearly described a rightangled triangle, the

g—10 choke, conquer, and silence them forevery ' fear, foreboding, repe,‘*mtancc;-—l awohe in “an borror of
All wasdark. A weight was upon my shoulder which| great darkness.” ~

an Atlas could not have moved ; my left leg was fixed| Then the ideas, w'holesome in themsclves, but which, in
'between two planks, and, as I discovered by feeling with my | such circumstances,ai ¢ felt like daggers, crouded round iny

'ed ; the side outline of the narrow chamber in whick I sate | my arrogance—my ‘ingratitude—my disbunesty—my mis-

$hahd\b:forc the painannounced it, it was broken anddistert- 1 burthened and weary: heart. My falber—my family—
?spcm time—my for|gotien duiie. —my blaspkemed and un-

[ should not remove her from a mode of life at least dan- hy pothenuse leaning on my back ; above, I could extend ‘ regarded God ! I bwried my face in “my hands," but I

gerous, if not disgraceful; by making her” my wife, or, by ! my arm at full length without an obstacle, but the aperture

guaching myself to her profession, serve as a protector from | could not have admitted anyzhidg thicker than the arm;
i's danger, and derive from 1¢ the means of mutual sub.

My debate, however, was speedily cut shert : no
stteation turred up 3 [ was pnrsucd'by means of summones

sisience.,

tor several snall debts ; my landlord refused me even

night’s lodging without the money in advance,and I was
compelled 10 make my retreat to another quarter of the
[t would be disgusting to pursue, step by siep, the
peth of my decline, which was now fearfully precipiteus.
From the parlour I sunk to the tap room— from the society
f masters to that of journeymen_—from the shabby surtout to
the tattered jacket. My place of refuge was in Barlow-

ttwn,

court, a narrow lane in the neighbourhood of Wells-stree

and having some slight knowledge of the upholstery and
catinet making business, I received employment accidentally

In ﬁuing up the Brumwick Thcaue,
My earnings were very small, but I contrived to che

could not hide them from my soul. Slowly and sternly
they passed before.m# ; but the last idea swallowed up its
precursors ; and wit'h a start and shudder, I found myself
trembling on the vei'ge of eternity—on the very steps of
the judgment seat, e niering into the presence of the awful

before me was a wall apparently of solid iron, aed below,
and at the sides, the suiface, consisting of iron, brick, siones,
and wood, was broken into narrow interstices,
al|  When the united sounds I bave described bad subsided |and eternal Judge. o -
into a distant hum, asingle voice rose upon my ear : it was, It will be esteemed an example of the Pathos when I
the voice of the lady mentioned above ; it was one wild,imcmion pext my hunger and thirst, and say tbat these
sheill, unbroken scream. 1 do not know how long it | passions of the peristung body almast neutralized the above
lasted ; I do not even know whether it was a human voice | seutiments of my imwnortal seul. Hunger, indeed, may
at all ; it did not stop for breath ; its way was not im- ‘ be borne, at least to t'he extent 1t was my lot to endure it;
peded like that of the rest by the intervention of the ' but thirst is truly a clbastisement ¢ of scorpions.” ’
ruins ; winute after minute it continued, and every | I have not described my feelings 5 1 have simply cata.
ty | minute it became wilder and shriller, piercing, like an ar logued, and in a very incomplete manner, their ',lbximate
row, through my head and heart, ull my tortured seoses [causes. I sunk by degress into a sort of s spor, from
found tem porary relief in insensibility. which I was awakered by the light of beav: . streaming
My fainting-fit probably lasted a considerable time ; for | full in my face, threngh an apper:ure made "o \he ruinsb

at| when I recovered, it was long before 1 could understand | my deliverers. The apparent apathy, of, * 43 some term ity




